
 
 
Seminar facilitator:        Mrs. Debora Schöbel, STUBE Hessen-Referentin 
 
Co-facilitator:         Ms. Ijaa Shree Barun (Nepal), Medicine, Goethe-University Frankfurt 
 
Target group: Students from Africa, Asia and Latin America studying at 

universities in Hessen  

Learning goals: Gain a basic understanding of freedom of the Press, information 
and expression worldwide; gain insight into the work of different 
actors; understand the causes and effects of freedom of 
expression; learn about the situation of freedom of the Press 
worldwide; critically examine different methods of reporting; 
develop an understanding of the dangers of fake news and learn 
methods to avoid them; critically analyze the influence of social 
media 

Participants: A total of 48 students registered for the seminar. 26 persons 
participated in the event, of which 12 were female and 14 male. 7 
persons participated in a STUBE event for the first time. A total of 
19 nations were represented at the event. From 4 African 
countries 5 persons, from 8 Asian countries 11 persons, from 2 
MENA countries 3 persons, from 4 Latin American countries 6 
persons and from 1 European country 1 person participated. 

Event schedule 

Friday could take place as planned. Due to illness, the speaker Mr. Ekkehard Stein had to 
cancel his workshop planned for Saturday afternoon. The consultant Mrs. Debora Schöbel held 
the workshop as a substitute. The excursion on Sunday could take place as planned. 

Friday, 06th May 2022 

The seminar started with a welcome speech for the participating students by the facilitator 
Mrs. Debora Schöbel and co-facilitator Ms. Ijaa Shree Barun. Mrs. Schöbel and Ms. Barun 
introduced themselves and presented the various offers of STUBE to the participants and 
the program for the weekend. With the students the co-facilitator developed different rules 
that need to be followed during the seminar, like respect, punctuality, no side-talking. The 
co-facilitator then assigned duties like taking pictures to some participants who volunteered. 
Mrs. Schöbel introduced the participants to the seminar topic. Afterwards, Ms. Barun lead 
the participants through various familiarization games. 

Saturday, 07th May 2022 

The workshop started with a short energizer by the co-leader and the introduction of the 
speaker Ms. Franziska Görner. Ms. Görner is a staff member at Reporters Without Borders, 
an internationally active non-governmental organization that campaigns for Press freedom 
and against censorship worldwide. In her workshop on "Digital media and politics: The 
state of Press freedom worldwide" she presented the organization first. Reporters Without 
Borders documents violations of Press freedom and freedom of information worldwide and 
alerts the public when journalists and their associates are in danger. The focus of their work 
is on providing assistance in the countries of origin of those affected. For example, by 
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replacing destroyed or confiscated equipment, paying legal fees and depositing bail bonds 
to protect them from arrest, they help them to be able to continue or resume their 
journalistic activities. In a lively exchange, the participants discussed who is classified as a 
journalist in the first place. Under what protection are citizen journalists, such as bloggers, 
who add discussions and complaints about news manipulation? An important part of the 
organization's work is its Press freedom rankings. The annual publication shows that violent 
conflicts not only pose a threat to the life and limb of media professionals - they have also 
been accompanied by a variety of repressive measures that governments use to gain 
information sovereignty. The Press freedom ranking compares the situation for journalists 
and the media in 180 states and territories. Together, the students discussed the imbalance 
of reporting on conflicts in the Global North and Global South and the dangers of fake news. 
Ms. Görner remained available to students for questions and discussion after the workshop 
concluded.  

 

As the speaker, Mr. Ekkehard Stein, had to call in sick at short notice, the STUBE consultant 
took over the afternoon workshop. She began by explaining the legal and historical 
foundations of freedom of expression and freedom of the Press in Germany. These are 
enshrined in the Basic Law in Article 1 GG (human dignity - human rights - legally binding 
nature of basic rights); Article 2 GG (personal freedoms) and Article 5 GG (freedom of 
expression, art and science). Particularly Art. 2 GG and Art. 5 GG are often at odds with each 
other in practice. The challenge is to find the right balance between these two fundamental 
rights. She used an example to explain the historical development of freedom of the Press in 
Germany. In subsequent group work, the participants discussed the role of the media in 
conflicts, people's trust in journalists, and the impact of the media on conflict participants 
and the conflict process. What can, should and do the media do or avoid in conflicts? What 
quality criteria should journalism follow when reporting on conflicts? What sources and 
content do conflict participants turn to for information? How does conflict reporting 
influence the communication activities and tone of conflict participants? The students 
exchanged views on these and other questions. In the second part of the workshop, 
participants delved deeper into the role of social media. Nowadays, social networks are 
playing an increasingly important role in news coverage. On the one hand, their use can 
contribute to peaceful exchange; on the other hand, they often provide a platform for hate 
and propaganda. Using the example of the protests in Hong Kong in 2019 triggered by a 
planned extradition law against China's influence, the importance and power of social 
networks was discussed. This was followed by a fishbowl discussion on the use, influence 
and dangers of social media on freedom of the Press and freedom of expression.  

Sunday, 08th May 2022 

The participants met on time and together they all traveled to Frankfurt to the Museum for 
Communication Frankfurt. The speaker Hanna Gottschalk held a workshop on the topic 
"How to fight Fake News". Especially in the Global north, people have access to a wide 
variety of information and news sources nowadays. It is not always recognizable at first 
glance whether the information is serious and verifiable. Ms. Gottschalk used practical 
examples to explain common characteristics of fake news. Those often make use of 
emotional language, make increased use of buzzwords (e.g. sex, danger, crisis, truth, 
censorship), use eye-catching images and alarming headlines (For example: You won't 
believe that. | Nobody reports about it...). The goal is to divide society and trigger and 
reinforce hatred or fear. Nevertheless, political interests and money also serve as motives. 
Ms. Gottschalk explained the different financing of media companies by private and public 
institutions. Finally, participants learned tips and tools for verifying sources, such as Website 
Corrective and Google Reverse Image Search. 



Mrs. Schöbel thanked the presenter and handed out the evaluation forms. Afterwards, the 
students had the opportunity to visit the exhibitions of the Museum of Communication on 
their own. 

Applied Methodology. 

Various icebreaker games, group work, PowerPoint presentations, video material, music and 
a fish bowl discussion were used. The event was held in Bad Homburg and at the Museum 
for Communication in Frankfurt. 

Impressions of the seminar 

 

 I learned more about the situation of freedom of speech in different countries. 

 I liked how everyone was so open-minded to discuss the seminar topics. Media in 
conflict was well discussed with lots of relevant information to take with. 

 Everyone‘s view on news / information isn’t the same. Many people, even educated 
ones, are easily manipulated. Press information (free) is suppressed. 

 How media / news could be easily manipulated. Influence of government on media. 

 I like the food, the accommodation and the landscape in Bad Homburg. I met new 
friends, new people. I learned a lot. 

 I learned much about social skills like: team working, constructive feedback giving 
and accepting opposite opinions of the others in my team. 

 I liked a lot the organization. I learned more information about media. I will take 
back home more friendship and more knowledge. 

 I learned about the current state of affairs with the freedom of the Press, how to 
deal with fake news, and many interesting perspectives on the social media in the 
world today. I liked the organization and management of the event and especially 
the ability of the seminar leaders to act the “crisis” situation and create a friendly 
and comfortable atmosphere. Thank you! 

 I liked the vibes like always. I have learned to double check my ressources before 
believing a news. I will take the good energy and knowledge back home. 

 I liked another very informative, atmospheric and cool STUBE seminar! 

 The interactive discussions. Bad Homburg is really a beautiful city. 

 I liked the atmosphere and the way everyone was able to express their mind freely. 
Debora mastered the improved workshop. The methods of discussion were 
engaging and left no one behind.  

 I learned about the political / mediatic situation in other countries, e.g. Iran, 
Cameroon, Nepal. And I heard about Reporters without Borders and met awesome 
people! 

 The participants this time were very interested. 

 I liked the information given. I learned a lot and this topic was my field of study so it 
motivated me more to continue in this. I got new things and was satisfied. 

 

 
Wiesbaden, 31.05.2022 
 


