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Abstract 

Ensuring that “all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary 

education” is one target of Goal 4 of the 17 SDGs introduced by the United Nations and to 

be achieved by 2030. The Ugandan government has launched the Universal Secondary 

Education policy in 2007 as first country in Sub-Saharan Africa. This, in fact, led to higher 

enrolment rates in secondary schools. With regards to quality education however, important 

issues still need to be addressed. This paper analyses whether the concept of social capital 

has an impact on educational outcomes in Universal Secondary Education in the country and 

which role it can play in the further implementation and improvement of the policy. Using 

qualitative data collected in a rural area in the East of Uganda at a private secondary school 

as well as an organization providing vocational training to youth from especially poor 

backgrounds, the question how young Ugandans perceive Secondary Education and which 

role Social Capital plays for their educational achievement will be answered in this study. 
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1. Introduction 
More than half of the total population in Uganda is below 15 years old (UBOS (2018), p. 

xiii). The increase of the share young people account for in the population statistics is a trend 

that cannot only be observed in Uganda but in many Sub-Sahara African countries. These 

developments make it necessary and important to take a closer look at the living situation 

and future perspectives of this young generation as they are the ones shaping and determining 

Uganda’s future. Uganda was a pioneer in Sub-Sahara Africa in introducing Universal 

Secondary Education (USE) in 2007 through the implementation of the Universal Post 

Primary Educational Training (UPPET) program. The goal was to provide free access to 

secondary education for all students who have successfully completed the primary school. 

Nevertheless, drop-out rates in secondary schools remained high and the educational 

performance, particularly in government schools, did not improve. This leads to the question 

what causes the problems in the implementation of USE and what can be measures for 

improvement? 

The concept of social capital is a comparably new one. It is often criticized in the literature 

and its measurement poses problems to researchers due to its variables which can be difficult 

to capture. Research on the role of social capital in education was mainly shaped by Pierre 

Bourdieu and James Coleman who used the concept to explain its effects on educational 

achievement and attainment. Subsequent research mostly followed Coleman’s approach. 

This study attempts to give an insight in the role social capital does, or can play in the 

implementation of Universal Secondary education. Analysing the case of a rural area located 

in the East of Uganda. Bukedea District lies in Teso region and is still young, as it became 

operational in July 2007. This research is based on the data collected from November 2017 

to January 2018 through focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews with 

students of a private secondary school and students of a vocational training centre in Bukedea 

Town Council. The goal was to capture the perspectives and opinions of those stakeholders 

in the educational sector who have mostly been left out in previous research: the students. 

This study is guided by the question how young Ugandans perceive Secondary Education 

and which role Social Capital plays for their educational achievement. 

I will first give an overview over the literature and findings on Universal Secondary 

Education (USE) in Uganda in order to present the developments since the introduction of 

the USE policy. Afterwards the concept of social capital will be explained in Chapter 3, 
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followed by an introduction of the research approaches on social capital in education with a 

focus on measurement and indicators of social capital.  

Chapter 4 introduces the methodology elaborating on the methods used for the data collection 

as well as the data analysis. I will present the research population, briefly describe the data, 

and eventually describe the indicators used in this study. Finally, the ethical considerations 

and implications are outlined.   

The analysis of the social capital indicators and their impact on the implementation of 

Universal Secondary Education in Uganda is presented in Chapter 5 where finally the 

outcome measures educational aspirations, educational achievement, and educational 

attainment are discussed.   

I will end with a discussion of the main results of this study and give a brief outlook on 

further research opportunities.  

2. Universal Secondary Education in Uganda 
“While Primary school lays the groundwork for learning, Secondary education gives 

students life skills.” (MoES 2012, 1) 

Following the Education for All (EFA) 2015 initiative in 2000 by UNESCO, Sub-Saharan 

African countries started to improve their educational outcomes mainly through increased 

enrolment in primary schools as well as the targeting of drop-out rates (Asankha/Takashi 

(2011), p. 1). In Uganda the Universal Primary Education (UPE) program had already been 

implemented since 1997 after President Yoweri Museveni got elected in the first presidential 

elections following the overthrow of former president Milton Obote and the end of a long-

lasting civil war. The preparation for UPE, however started already in 1993 by the Education 

Policy Review Commission which was established one year after Museveni came to power 

in 1986. Preparations included teacher and management development, a curriculum and 

assessment reform, the development of instructional materials as well as new progress 

monitoring arrangements. The implementation of Universal Primary Education mainly had 

a positive impact on enrolment rates: Gross enrolment rates (GER) 1 increased from 77% in 

1969 to 137% in 1997, while net enrolment rates (NER)2 rose from 57% to 85%, respectively. 

Under UPE, the government committed itself to the payment of tuition fees for four children 

                                                           
1 GER is defined by UNESCO as “Number of students enrolled in a given level of education, regardless of age, expressed 

as a percentage of the official school-age population corresponding to the same level of education. For the tertiary level, 

the population used is the 5-year age group starting from the official secondary school graduation age.” (UNESCOa). 
2 NER is defined by UNESCO as “Total number of students in the theoretical age group for a given level of education 

enrolled in that level, expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age group.” (UNESCOb). 
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per family, to the provision of instructional materials, to the establishment of basic physical 

facilities, and to pay teachers’ salaries. Even though the enrolment rates increased 

significantly after the implementation of UPE, the new policy also brought some challenges. 

While numbers of students rose very fast throughout the first years, the number of schools 

did not. This led to the suffering of the school infrastructure as student-classroom ratio as 

well as student teacher-ratios became very high (from 37.62 pupils per teacher in 1996 to 

51.81 pupils in 1997 and 63.63 pupils in 1999). Although more teachers were trained they 

could still not keep up with the increasing number of students (Oketch/Rollestone 2007, pp. 

143 – 144; Birungi/Kuvunja/Taylor 2016, p. 212). There was another negative side effect 

resulting from the implementation of UPE. The increased budget allocated to education 

mainly targeted primary education which drew attention away from secondary education 

(Birungi/Kuvunja/Taylor 2016, pp. 212 – 213). While net enrolment rates in primary schools 

in 2008 where high (80%) secondary school enrolment stood only at 15%. To tackle these 

shortcomings in secondary schools, the Universal Post-Primary Education and Training 

Program (UPPET) was introduced in Uganda in 2007 by the government in order to provide 

quality education to those young Ugandans who had successfully completed their Primary 

Leaving Examinations (PLE) after seven years of primary school. The UPPET program was 

designed to support students from Senior 1 until Senior 4 (O-Level). In order to expand USE 

to the advanced level (Senior five and six) of secondary schools the Universal Post O-Level 

Education and Training (UPOLET) program was introduced in 2011 (MoES 2016a, p. 7). 

However, Birungi et.al. (2016) state that there are still many young people in Uganda who 

do not have access to post-primary education because joining the UPPET program requires 

the successful completion of the primary leaving examination but PLE passing rates are low. 

Between 2003 and 2005 only half of the pupils who took the exams actually passed at a level 

which allows them to access post-primary institutions (p. 213).   

The latest performance report of the Ministry of Education and Sport of the Financial Year 

(FY) 2016/2017 presents the main outcomes of recent interventions in the secondary school 

sector as follows: total enrolment in secondary schools increased by 13.5% compared to the 

FY 2015/2016. This, translated into an increase in the GER by 2.6% compared to the previous 

financial year (24.5% in FY 2015/2016 to 27.1% in FY 2016/2017) and an increase of 2.2% 

in the NER compared to FY 2015/2016 (from 21.8% to 24% in FY 2016/2017). These 

numbers, compared to the enrolment rates in the primary education sector are still very low 
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(GER primary education 115% and NER 96%) (MoES 2017, pp. xvii – xviii). It is important 

to note here, that many students have to repeat a class or drop out of school for some time 

which leads to many young people finding themselves in lower levels of education than they 

actually would be in, according to their age group. The students who repeat classes are no 

longer eligible to the UPPET or UPOLET program and therefore, are excluded from the 

program (MoES 2016a, p. 15). This is relevant when looking at the transition rates within the 

USE program. According to the Ministry of Education and Sports only 92.2% of the students 

in the program transferred from Senior 1 to Senior 2 in the FY2016/2017 (compared to 97.6% 

in the FY 2015/2016). The transition rate decreases further in higher levels (91.0% transition 

from Senior 2 to Senior 3 and only 78.2% from Senior 3 to Senior 4). This means that those 

students who did not transit cease to be eligible for the program and their tuition fees will no 

longer be covered by the government (MoES 2017, p. 116).  

As main goals of the UPPET program the Ministry of Education and Sports listed not only 

increased access to, and higher attendance in secondary education, more equitable access for 

special groups, or a reduction of the high costs, but also to develop the value of UPPET. This 

should be achieved through enhancing positive attitudes towards education and its intrinsic 

value, by contributing to the development of necessary human resources and income 

generating abilities, through increasing the number of knowledge based economies in the 

country in order to acknowledge the context of globalization, and through enhancing the 

government’s policy on poverty eradication. Other goals listed are the introduction of 

students to soft skills such as formal reasoning, problem-solving as well as skills that are 

relevant in the labor market and more practice oriented (MoES 2016a, p. 7).   

The Ministry of Education and Sports has also conducted a study on the drop-outs from the 

USE program in order to find out the reasons for the high drop-out rates. Since those students 

who are enrolled under a USE program should go to school because education is free for 

them the Ministry wanted to find out why only 74.1 % of the first USE cohort completed 

their education. Three reasons were identified: repetition, transfer to non-USE/UPPET-

schools as well as drop-out of the school system (2012, p. 4). The causes for drop-outs of 

students found in the study were early pregnancy, parents’ lack of interest in their children’s 

education, students’ involvement in business activities, and long distances to schools (MoES 

2012, pp. 17-18). Dragoset and Vilhuber (2008) state in their analysis on the impact of 

universal primary education on the labor market in Uganda that there are several reasons for 
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children staying out of school even though it is free: The trade-off many household are facing 

when it comes to the decision whether to send the children to school or sending them to work 

in order to contribute to the family income; A lack of job opportunities in the country which 

lowers the incentive to go to school and pursue education as it ‘merely delays entry into 

poverty’; A similar problem appears if access to higher education is not available as there is 

nowhere to go and continue from after primary education; With an increase in the enrolment 

rate quality of education might fall (p. 264). I will come back to the causes of drop-outs in 

the analysis (Chapter 5).  

A study conducted by Asankha and Takashi, examines the impacts of Universal Secondary 

Education on the secondary school enrolment rates and other educational attainments. 

Although, the USE policy led to a significant increase in students’ enrolment in secondary 

schools, the quality of the education is questionable (Asankha et.al. (2011), p. 3). The World 

Bank assessed the Secondary Education system in Uganda with regards to its curriculum with 

the goal to develop a “Roadmap for Reform”. The USE policy has succeeded in a sense that 

the access to secondary schools has broadened and is therefore now including also students 

from poor families. However, it was missed to also adjust the old curriculum according to 

the new policy, as it is (amongst others) highly elite driven and not addressed to the needs of 

the majority of the students, much too extensive, the socio-economic needs of the country 

are not addressed, and it is not targeting new emerging fields of knowledge (Clegg et.al. 

(2012), pp. 10-12). The assessment of the current curriculum in Uganda, as well as the 

development of a reform framework is conducted by the World Bank research team in co-

operation with educators, school principals, teachers, and several institutions3 (cp. Clegg 

et.al. (2012), p. 8). Countrywide strong differences in quality of and access to education are 

occurring in secondary schools. This becomes evident when looking at children from the 

poorest 25% of families (out of which only 6% complete the secondary school) compared to 

children from the richest 25% of families (out of which 22% graduate). Furthermore, there 

is a considerable inequity between urban (mostly in Kampala) and rural schools, regarding 

the quality standards and performance of secondary schools (Clegg et.al. (2012), p. 22). 

These low performances can be observed for example in the Bukedea District. Bukedea is a 

rural district in the northeast of Kampala. According to the Bukedea Statistical Report from 

2012 there are in total 187 primary schools and only 35 secondary schools located in the area 

(Bukedea District Local Government (2012), p. 23). While 87.8% of the children in the age 
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group 6-12 years in Bukedea District are attending a primary school, only 28.7% of the 

children in the age group 13-18 years attend a secondary school. And while only 7.0% of the 

households in the district are located 5 km or less from the nearest public primary school, 

55.0% of the household are located 5 km or more from the nearest public secondary school 

(UBOS 2017, pp. 22-26).4 This shows that secondary schools are still very much under-

represented in Uganda and Bukedea District in particular. Bukedea District is worth 

investigating because it is a rural area where quality of secondary education as well as access 

to secondary schools are, like in other rural areas, comparably low (Clegg et.al. 2008, 

p13+67). Especially, the role of social capital in the education of rural youth should be 

analyzed more thoroughly. As suggested in the literature on social capital in education social 

capital does have an impact on students’ educational outcomes. This would have important 

implications for rural youth as very often the social networks of those young people are 

shaped by strong student-teacher relationships but also by close community relationships 

(Byun et.al. 2012, p. 2). Looking at the population in Bukedea the age group from 0 to 17 

years is by far the largest with 58.7% of the total population. The age groups 18 to 30 years 

(19%), 31 to 59 years (17.2%), and 60 years and older  

(5.1%) represent a much smaller part of the district’s population. Regarding the educational 

attainment in Bukedea statistics show that only few people have achieved levels of education 

equal to Senior 4 (O-Level) or higher: People who are not in school and who completed 

below Senior 4 constitute 86.9% of the population while people who are not in school but 

have completed the O-Level constitute for only 5.2%. Only 1.2% of the people who are not 

in school in the district have completed the A-level (Senior 6) (UBOS 2017, p. 22). 

The Ministry of Education and Sports constantly evaluates and assesses the education system 

in order to monitor the impact of the USE policy implemented in 2007. Also the other studies  

I mentioned, evaluate the impact of the policies on secondary education especially with 

regards to the effects on the quality of education. What has so far been left out is a qualitative 

study focusing also on students as stakeholders within the education system. This was for 

example mentioned as recommendation in the 2016 Headcount Report published by the 

Ministry of Education and Sports: “There is need to conduct qualitative surveys to explain 

the issues (e.g. drop out) as revealed by the headcount exercises” (2016, p. 16). There was 

relatively little research conducted on the role of social capital in education (Byun et.al 2012) 

and so far there was no study that analyzed the role of social capital in the implementation of 
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Universal Secondary Education in Uganda. Research on the role of social capital in education 

has mostly concentrated on developed countries using dominantly quantitative methods 

(Dika/Singh 2002). This study wants to take a closer look at social capital in a developing 

country like Uganda, and in a rural area like Bukedea District with a focus on students as 

important stakeholders in the implementation of Universal Secondary Education. The 

guiding question for this study is therefore: “How do young Ugandans perceive Secondary 

Education and which role does Social Capital play for their educational achievement?” 

The following chapter will therefore first give an overview of the social capital theory and 

will then elaborate on the role of social capital in the creation of human capital. Finally, 

different methods of measuring social capital in education will be presented before I will 

introduce my own method and indicators in Chapter 4.    

3. Social Capital Theory 

3.1 What is Social Capital? 

The concept of social capital is a comparatively new one. According to Woolcock (1998) it 

was identified first by Jane Jacobs, Pierre Bourdieu, and Jean-Claude Passeron. Later on, 

James Coleman, Ronald Burt, Robert Putnam and Alejandro Portes extensively developed 

the concept (p. 155). However, it is difficult to speak of social capital as one single concept 

because there are four main approaches to it: First, social capital is discussed in the 

anthropological literature where the roots of social capital in human nature are discussed. 

Second, there is a sociological approach to social capital which focuses on social norms and 

the sources of people’s motivation. Third, an emphasis is put on investment strategies of 

individuals by the economic literature. People maximize their own utility through interaction 

with others using social capital resources. And fourth, the political science approach on social 

capital which looks at institutions, as well as political and social norms in their role of shaping 

human behavior (OECD 2001, p. 40).  

These different approaches to social capital are leading to one of the theoretical weaknesses 

of the concept. In Woolcock’s words, the many different traditions “risk[s] trying to explain 

too much with too little” (1998, p. 155). The different conceptualizations also lead to different 

definitions of social capital. Most scientists define social capital in terms of networks, norms 

and trust, and how those enable individuals and institutions to be “more effective in achieving 

common objectives” (Schuller 2001, p. 4). The different definitions, however, vary 

depending on where the focus of the respective research lies. Studies might focus on the 
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substance, the effects, or the sources of social capital and they might investigate the relations 

actors maintain with each other, the structure of relations actors of a collectivity have with 

each other, or both. Depending on the focus of a study, different definitions of social capital 

are used (Adler 2002, p. 19). I follow Bourdieu’s instrumental definition of social capital:  

“[social capital is] the aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are linked 

to possession of a durable network of more or less institutionalized relationships of 

mutual acquaintance or recognition” (Bourdieu cited after Portes 1998, 3). 

Bourdieu focuses on the benefits individuals gain through their participation in collectivities. 

Social networks are not just there but they must be constructed by individuals or groups 

through investment in the building up of institutionalized group relations. These can 

eventually be used as reliable source to gain other benefits (Portes 1998, 3). 

Bridging and Bonding Ties – Strong and Weak Ties 

There are two main forms of social capital describing the relations individuals or groups have 

with other actors: Bonding social capital and bridging social capital. Bonding ties refer to the 

relationships within a group or a community, for example the strong ties within families 

(OECD 2001, p. 42). Bonding social capital emerges within a collectivity through linkages 

among the members which lead to cohesiveness and which ease the pursuit and achievement 

of collective goals (Adler 2002, p. 21). Bonding ties are important for groups and 

collectivities to establish a common identity and purpose. However, strong bonding social 

capital can bear some risks for the society as a whole. A sole focus on internal group or 

community interests can lead to social exclusion. As Narayan (1999) puts it “Social capital 

can explain much social exclusion, because the same ties that bind also exclude” (p. 5). Social 

exclusion will also play a role in my analysis. As mentioned before, especially in rural areas 

the students’ ties within school but also within the community are very strong (Byun et.al, 

2012). I found that some students are negatively affected by strong ties within their 

communities which in turn lead to social exclusion. The relations an individual or a group 

has with actors outside their own collectivity are described by bridging social capital. 

Narayan (1999) describes them as ‘cross-cutting’ ties which can help less powerful or 

excluded groups to enhance their economic opportunities, and which foster social cohesion 

(p. 1). The importance of bridging ties in this context are strongly stated by Granovetter 

(1983) in his article The strength of weak ties: A network theory revisited. Weak ties are 

characterized by relations and networks that go beyond one’s own group or collectivity. In 
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contrast to strong ties they are not deprived to individuals’ families or close friends and 

neighbors but expand to other parts of the social system. Individuals who focus mainly on 

strong ties and have only few weak ties will be excluded from information more distant parts 

of the society can provide and will only be able to access news and information from their 

own ranks. This can affect one’s chances on the labor market as job opportunities strongly 

depend on information about job openings at just the right time (p. 202). Therefore, 

Granovetter argues that weak ties play an important role in an individual’s opportunity 

mobility. This becomes evident in peoples’ job searches where it is often rather acquaintances 

than close friends who can provide knowledge about job openings. Acquaintances usually 

are moving in different circles than oneself and therefore have contacts with people as well 

as information outside one’s own reach (1983, p. 205). In Granovetter’s words: “weak ties 

provide people with access to information and resources beyond those available in their own 

social circle” (1983, p. 209). Granovetter also refers here to Pool who stated that “the utility 

of weak links is a function of the security of the individual, and therefore of his wealth” (Pool 

1980 cited in Granovetter 1983, p. 210), an individual who has only a few strong ties is 

strongly depending on those close contacts in difficult times. Someone with additional weak 

ties can fall back on other resources and has more alternatives with regards to problem 

solving activities (Granovetter 1983, p. 211). My study also showed that many young people 

in the region lack such weak ties. Living in a small village with low infrastructure does not 

provide many opportunities for young people to build up a network outside the own family 

or community. It is rather in schools where students might have the chance to increase their 

social network in order to gain weak ties.  

Social capital – is it a ‘capital’? 

One of the most common criticisms of social capital starts with the name itself. Especially 

within the economic literature complaints arose that the term capital is not appropriate as 

social capital does not completely embody the characteristics of capital such as physical or 

human capital. Barron and Hannan (1994) for example describe the literature on social capital 

as “a plethora of capitals” and criticize the importation of economic concepts into sociology. 

Robert Solow criticizes that social capital “does not represent a stock of anything, and could 

not be measured by an accountant” (Schuller 2001, p. 6). Adler (2002), however, elaborates 

on why it is indeed valid to use the term capital for this resource. What social capital has in 

common with other forms of capital is that it is an asset in which individuals can invest other 
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resources and expect future returns and benefits. Furthermore, social capital, like physical, 

capital has the characteristic of being “appropriable” (Coleman 1988, pp. S108-S109). This 

means that individuals can use their social networks for different purposes (Adler 2002). 

According to Bourdieu (1985), social capital is also “convertible”. For example individuals 

can use their position in a social network and convert them into economic advantage (Adler 

2002). In my study, I found that some students were able to improve their situation at school 

by using the social capital they gained through their participation in extra-curricular activities 

(see Chapter 5.2, Participation in extra-curricular activities). Another characteristic social 

capital shares with other forms of capital is that it can be both substitute and complement for 

other resources. As substitute social capital can function in a way that individuals can 

compensate for the lack of another resource such as financial or human capital by using, for 

example, network contacts in superior positions. As a complement social capital can increase 

the efficiency of economic capital by reducing the transaction costs. Another characteristic 

social capital has in common with other capitals is the need for maintenance. Social relations 

have to be preserved, trust needs frequent renewal and maintenance. Also, we cannot predict 

a rate of depreciation for social capital, a feature it has in common with human capital. And 

finally, social capital – in some of its forms – has the character of public goods. Especially 

bonding social capital is non-rivalry and can benefit every member of the collectivity (Adler 

2002, pp. 29-30). This characteristic at the same time leads to one of the risks social capital 

brings with it. Like other public goods social capital is vulnerable to the free-riding problem. 

Furthermore, it is important to emphasize that only some forms of social capital have public 

good character. Social capital can also be excluding, for example when it comes to group 

outsiders who clearly do not benefit from the social relations establish within one collectivity 

(Adler 2002, pp. 30-31).   

In some of its characteristics social capital differs from other forms of capital. One of the 

most important ones is certainly the one stated by Coleman (1988):  

 “Unlike other forms of capital, social capital inheres in the structure of relations 

between actors and among actors. It is not lodged either in the actors themselves or 

in physical implements of production” (p. S98).  

Therefore, social capital also differs from other capitals when it comes to its measurement. 

It is difficult or even impossible to find quantified measurement for investments in social 

capital. Therefore, Adler suggests to use the term capital more in a metaphorical sense as 

long as no method has been developed to measure what people invest in building up their 
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social networks (2002, p. 22). This does not mean that there is no way to measure social 

capital at all. Many studies measured the benefits actors gain through the social networks 

they belong to. Before we have a closer look at the measurement of social capital, the sources 

and effects of social capital should be explained. 

Sources of Social Capital 

Many definitions of social capital include the term networks and refer to the social 

relationships of people (e.g. Bourdieu 1985; Portes 1998; Woolcock 1998; Schuller 2001). 

And in fact, it is widely agreed that networks are an important source of social capital. What 

researchers do not always agree upon is what is meant by ‘networks’. Some refer to networks 

as informal membership and interactions between members of a collectivity such as civic 

associations. Others argue that it is important to have a closer look at the relations and social 

ties themselves in order to find out more about the design of network ties and their quality 

(Adler 2002). Coleman (1988) identifies ‘closure’ of social networks as especially important 

in the creation of some forms of social capital. Coleman argues that the higher the extent to 

which an individual’s contacts are connected with each other, the easier is the formation of 

norms and trustworthiness among members of the collectivity.  

Unlike other forms of capital, social capital inheres in the relationships people have with 

other actors. Therefore, the sources of social capital do not lie with an individual her- or 

himself but rather in her or his contacts. This makes it necessary to include motivations of 

others to make resources available in one’s analysis. Portes (1998) distinguishes between two 

types of motivations: consummatory and instrumental. Consummatory motivations evolve 

from the obligations people feel to certain sets of norms. Coleman describes those norms as 

effective when they lead, for example, to a situation where people can walk freely outside at 

night because they inhibit crime (1988, p. S104). Instrumental motivations, on the other hand, 

refer to norms of reciprocity. This means that those who provide resources do it because they 

know they will be fully repaid (Portes 1998). Both motivations can be found in by study. 

Young people in Uganda, and especially in a rural area like Bukedea district were strong 

community ties prevail, feel an immense responsibility to support their family and 

community in future. On the one hand students say they want to give back to those who 

supported them in their education. On the other hand students also experience strong 

demands from family and even community members to share their success with the 

collectivity. Coleman (1988) describes such forms of exchange as credit slips which are held 
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by the ‘donor’ of the resource and which put an obligation on the receiver. In communities 

where people strongly depend on each other one finds a large number of such open credit 

slips, while communities where people are more self-sufficient and independent from the 

help of others usually less credit slips are outstanding. Note that this form of exchange in 

social capital differs from economic exchange as the currency in which the obligations are 

repaid can be different from the currency of the resources received and there is no fixed date 

for when the reimbursement has to take place. Two more sources of social capital are 

described by Portes. One has its roots in Karl Marx and his analysis of emergent class 

consciousness. Workers, as members of the industrial proletariat find themselves thrown 

together in a situation and start supporting each other. This does not happen because of shared 

norms that were created already in workers’ childhood but rather with the development of a 

shared identity and solidarity due to common fate. This source of social capital fits in the 

category of consummatory motivations while the following source rather belongs to the 

instrumental motivations. This source is also based on reciprocity of exchange, however, the 

donor’s expectation of being repaid is not a result of knowledge about the recipient, but of 

the embeddedness of both donor and recipient in the same social structure. In this case the 

reimbursement of the outstanding credit slip does not necessarily have to come from the 

recipient herself, but from the shared collectivity as a whole who also functions as guarantor 

that all open credit slips will be repaid (1998, pp. 7-8). 

The OECD identifies in the paper The Well-being of Nations. The Role of Human and Social 

Capital eight sources of social capital: families, schools, local communities, firms, civil 

society, public sector, and gender. Families are viewed here as the primary sources of the 

building process of social capital. Nevertheless, also schools are mentioned here as they 

provide “meeting places” where people can develop their social networks (2001, p. 45). I 

included the school environment as indicator in my study because the students spend a lot of 

time there, some even much more time than they spend with their families because they are 

in boarding school and only see their families on visitation day or during school breaks. Also 

the civil society (especially NGOs) and the public sector (local government and local leaders) 

play a role as sources of social capital in my study. 

Effects of Social Capital 

“The value of the concept of social capital lies first in the fact that it identifies certain 

aspects of social structure by their functions, just as the concept “chair” identifies 
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certain physical objects by their function, despite differences in form, appearance, 

and construction.” (Coleman 1988, p. S101) 

Portes (1998) identifies three functions of social capital: source of social control, source of 

family support, and sources of benefits through extra-familial networks (p. 9). Social control 

is a result of a social capital that was built upon close community networks which function 

as rule enforcement through bounded solidarity and enforceable trust. The second function, 

a source of family support was especially influenced through Coleman. One famous example 

Coleman uses to explain how social capital works within families is the one about Asian 

immigrant families in the United States. In a public school pupils’ families were asked to 

purchase textbooks for their children. Instead of buying one book for their child Asian 

families purchased two copies, one for the pupil and one for the parent who was mainly 

responsible for raising and educating the child (1988, p. S110). The human capital of the 

parents was rather low which is why this example shows the importance of social capital. In 

general, human capital is indeed important for children’s educational development, but only 

if it is used to support the child in its educational outcomes and growth. Social capital 

functions as complement of human capital in this case because it embodies the relations 

between parents and their children in a family (Coleman 1988). 

The third function of social capital, as a source of benefits through extra-familial networks, 

goes back to Bourdieu who sees parent-child relationships rather as source of cultural capital. 

Social capital, on the other hand, refers to individuals’ memberships in networks. This third 

function of social capital is mostly used to explain access to employment, mobility, and 

successful entrepreneurship and goes back to Granovetter’s (1983) analyses on the strength 

of weak ties. There have been other studies which – in a way – opposed Granovetter by 

emphasizing the importance of strong ties. Especially studies on poor communities 

highlighted the focus of community members on strong network ties which might be due to 

a lack of outside ties poor communities have and who therefore try to compensate for this 

third function of social capital with an emphasis on the second function (Portes 1998). Portes 

also states in this context that those three functions of social capital may lead to ‘paradoxical’ 

outcomes. The first function (social control) might clash with extra-familial networks 

benefits as these can be used to bypass such norms that are already existing within the 

community. At the same time social control can be levered out by strong familial or kin ties 

of family members who are used to violate the rules and norms of the community (e.g. the 

Mafia).This indicates that the functions of social capital not only lead to positive effects, but 



14 |  

 

can also have downsides. Before these risks and negative effects of social capital are 

discussed, we should first look at the benefits actors can draw from social capital. 

Adler (2002) describes three main benefits resulting from social capital: information; 

influence, control, and power; and solidarity. Information as a result of social capital and 

networks, especially in the context of job search, has been subject to many empirical studies. 

Even though, Coleman does not specifically refer to job opportunities and chances of 

employment in the context of social capital as a source for information, he recognizes the 

importance of the potential for information inherent in social networks. He gives the example 

of a scientist who uses interactions with colleagues to stay up-to-date on developments in his 

field of research (Coleman 1988).  

Influence, control, and power are identified by Adler (2002) as second benefit of social 

capital. Here he refers again to Coleman and his example of the Senate Club within the United 

States’ Senate. Some of the Members of Senate hold a high amount of social credits and 

debits which enables them to assert more power (e.g. when it comes to bloc voting). Those 

senators are members of the Senate Club, while others who are not embedded in this system 

of credits and debits are outside this club (Coleman 1988). Such power benefits can have 

positive externalities also for a wider group. The power one or more members in a collectivity 

have acquired can help to get things done. Staying with the Senate Club example, the power 

of those senators inside the club increases the efficiency of the senate as legislative body as 

a whole (Adler 2002). Finally, solidarity as third benefit resulting from social capital, is 

created through mostly strong ties, close social networks with high level of compliance with 

norms and rules within the collectivity reducing the need for formal control. Such groups 

with very strong shared norms can reduce the costs for monitoring and benefit from higher 

commitment. Solidarity, however, can also emerge from weak ties. For example, an 

organization, like a school, has to integrate a number of subgroups, like different racial 

groups or cliques, with strong internal ties. In this case, weak ties between the subgroups 

helped increase the integration at the organization level as links between members of 

different groups led to an increase in social cohesion within the organization as a whole 

(Adler 2002). Also at the individual level benefits from social capital are found. An OECD 

report on the role of human and social capital elaborates on the on the benefits of social 

capital on the well-being of individuals. Many studies found that social capital has a positive 

impact on a number of factors relevant to individuals’ well-being: health, child welfare, lower 
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child abuse, transition to adult life, individual happiness, crime rates, governance, and 

education (2001, pp. 52-55) 

The “Dark Side” of Social Capital 

Social capital does not only lead to benefits for actors, but it can also have negative 

implications. Portes (1998) identifies at least four negative outcomes of social capital: First, 

the same social ties one has within a collectivity and which lead to benefits for members also 

lead to the exclusion of others. Second, group closure can lead to excess claims on individual 

members which hamper individual advancement. Studies showed that in some communities, 

more successful members were confronted with frequent claims by job- or loan-seeking 

community members. This can lead to a free-riding problem, as less successful members of 

the community might draw on their privileged access to the resources of the more successful 

members. Adler (2002) calls this problem “overembeddedness” of individuals in their social 

networks (p. 30). Woolcock (1998) describes those negative implications of social capital as 

amoral familism. Too much is not always better and an excess of tight inner community ties 

can discourage members for economic advancement, moving to other places, or co-operating 

with outsiders (e.g. for conflict prevention or resolution). Excluding members of other groups 

hinders development as transaction costs are very high under amoral familism (pp. 171 – 

172). I found evidence for these arguments in my data as well and will elaborate on them in 

my analysis (Chapter 5.1., Responsibility to support the family). 

Third, restriction of individual freedoms is another negative impact that might evolve as a 

result of conformity within a community. Social control is high, norms and rules are 

restrictive of individual freedoms which often scares especially young people away (Portes 

1998).  

The fourth negative impact of social capital is described by Portes (1998) as downward 

leveling norms which keep members of socially (self-) excluded groups from leaving the 

community. This might happen in groups who distance themselves from the mainstream 

society (e.g. due to oppression or subordination). Social cohesion within the group becomes 

very important, so any attempts of individual advancement or success would undermine the 

group in its aspirations of demarcation from and opposition to the rest of the society. 

Furthermore, Adler (2002) points out that the maintenance costs of strong ties are high for 

actors which in some situations may not be cost efficient.  
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Problems can also arise when it comes to the social capital theory itself. Compared to others, 

social capital is still a relatively new concept and a fruitful operationalization of social capital, 

so that measures can be applied to analyze social and economic developments, still needs to 

be found. Another issue is that social capital does not follow the linear model of investment 

and return as it is very difficult to detect or identify the direct returns of social capital. 

Additionally, social capital deals with areas such as values and relationships between actors 

which are difficult and complex to measure. Furthermore, there is the problem of non-

uniformity of social capital. Social capital can take different forms at different levels (e.g. 

micro vs. macro level) and the character of social capital is shaped by different social 

contexts. This leads to the criticism that the concept is not coherent (Schuller 2001).  

After all this criticism for the concept of social capital, one might ask why to even bother 

with it. Schuller elaborates on the advantages of social capital by stating four reasons why 

social capital can be useful as a policy concept: First, through its wide focus social capital 

can complement or even underpin other policy concepts or instrument such as human capital 

or technological innovation which are restricted to their contexts of social relationships. 

Second, the concept of social capital brings the issue of social cohesion to the table. An 

increase in human capital, for example, is not a guarantee for social or economic progress as 

it might enhance differences in society and worsen the situation for those who lack access. A 

third advantage of social capital is that it adds a long-term perspective to policy concepts 

since it cannot be created within a short time. A long process is required to observe its 

accumulation and erosion which is why social capital does not encourage short-terms policy 

solutions. Finally, Schuller states that social capital brings back a moral dimension to the 

policy thinking (2001, p. 9-10).  

After gaining basic understanding about what social capital is, its sources and effects, and 

what the shortcomings and advantages are, we should now have a look at the role social 

capital plays in education. In this context the matter of how to measure social capital will be 

discussed in more detail. 

3.2 Social Capital and Education 

Both, Coleman and Bourdieu used social capital to explain differences in educational 

achievement and attainment. For Bourdieu, social and cultural capital can provide alternative 

explanations of unequal educational achievements as well as skill deficits and human capital 

theory. Many educational researchers adopted Bourdieu’s approach to analyze, for example, 
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language in classrooms or career decision making. Coleman used social capital to show that 

high social capital leads to lower drop-out rates in schools. His approach is still widely used 

in educational research. For his research, Coleman used the High School and Beyond dataset 

collected from schools in the United States. Also, current research on social capital and 

educational outcomes mainly focuses on large U.S. datasets such as the National Educational 

Longitudinal Study (NELS). Since current research is often based on Coleman’s approach, 

social capital indicators proposed in his early work are used to focus on family social capital 

and parent-child variables (Dika/Singh 2002). But before we get to the question about how 

to measure social capital, we should first have a look at the role of social capital in education. 

Schuller (2001) discusses the relationship between social and human capital as well as the 

question whether social capital can be seen as complement or supplement of human capital 

by first comparing both with regards to their focus, measure, outcome, and model. The first 

difference between the two capitals is their focus. While in the human capital theory 

individual agents are the subject of analysis, social capital focuses on the relationships 

between individuals and on the networks they form. Social capital emphasizes the fact that 

individuals and their human capital cannot exist and function separately as single units, but 

they are always embedded in an organization or other social units. Schuller regards this 

different focus not as an alternative, but as a complement to human capital as the skills an 

individual acquires, deploys, and uses effectively also depend strongly on the values and 

behavior patterns of the environment an individual operates in. A second important 

comparison between the two capitals concerns their measurement. To measure human capital 

mostly the levels of qualifications an individual has achieved are consulted. Whereas the 

measurement of social capital is more complicated and diffuse as the main subjects of 

analysis are values and attitudes. Often, social capital is measured through levels of 

participation in certain networks like civil society organizations. Compared to human capital, 

social capital draws more attention to modes of informal learning and the acquisition of skills 

through learning by doing. Furthermore, to compare social and human capital Schuller looks 

at the outcomes of both. To find out about the outcomes of human capital commonly the 

enhanced income or productivity is measured. For example, a training can have a direct 

impact on the strengthening of individual competencies and skills as well as on the 

improvement of the individual’s productivity. Social capital can also be linked to enhanced 

economic performance not only at the individual level, but at the nation state level, regional 
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level, and between and within collectivities as well. To stick with the example of a training, 

it can also directly impact the strengthening of networks and information flows. Furthermore, 

the maintenance of social cohesion also leads to higher economic performances. With regards 

to its outcomes, social capital has a broader influence. Finally Schuller compares the model 

of both concepts. While human capital uses a direct linear model, with regards to social 

capital, returns cannot be defined as easily. Due to circularity it becomes very difficult to 

define returns and for when they can be expected. Nevertheless, Schuller states that this 

complexity describes and approximates the real world better (pp. 15 – 16). 

In his early work Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital Coleman (1988) 

emphasizes the importance of social capital in education by showing positive effects of 

family social capital as well as social capital in the community on lower drop-out rates. This 

leads us to the question how social capital in education is actually measured. I will first briefly 

introduce Coleman’s approach and later discuss how social capital is measured in more recent 

research. 

Measurement 

As mentioned before, Coleman regards social capital in the family as essential for educational 

outcomes of children. More precisely, family background is measured with regards to its 

effects on educational achievement. Family background can be separated in three 

components: First, financial capital which is usually measured by the wealth or income of a 

family. Financial capital provides resources which can aid educational achievement for 

example through learning materials, a fixed place at home for studying, or financial resources 

which can smooth family problems. Second, human capital measured by parents’ education 

which can establish a cognitive environment for children supporting the learning process. 

The third component is different from the first and second, social capital within a family 

expands on family human capital by providing children access to their parents’ human 

capital. As mentioned before, Coleman used the High School and Beyond dataset to measure 

the effects of familial social capital on school drop-outs. He identified three major sources of 

social capital within a family: the number of siblings, parents’ presence, and the mother’s 

expectation for the child’s education. The higher the number of siblings, the lower the 

attention one child receives from the parents which leads to Coleman’s assumption that a 

high number of siblings increases the probability of a child dropping out of school. I included 

this indicators in my study as well because in the country context the number of children in 
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a family is often very high and I wanted to see if this had implications for young people in 

Uganda. Parents’ presence at home is measured by the indicators two parents household or 

single-parent household. Coleman’s results show that children from single-parent families 

are more likely to drop out of school. Parents’ presence at home is also part of the set of 

indicators used in my study. This indicator also pointed out the need for more indicators 

which display matters such as orphanage, not staying with parents, or boarding school. The 

mother’s expectation for the child’s education was measured by the expectation for the child 

to go to college or not. I broadened this indicator to parents’ aspirations for their child’s 

education because it includes both parents and is therefore better adaptable to different family 

models. All those sources of social capital in a family refer to parental attention for the child 

which is positively linked to educational achievement and lowers the probability of dropping 

out of school. Coleman also refers to another variable to measure social capital in a family, 

namely, the frequency of talking with parents about personal experiences. This variable, 

however, does not show any relation to dropping out of school (1988, pp. S109 – S113).  

Family social capital is not the only dimension explaining the impact of social capital on 

education. Coleman also identifies social capital created outside the family. The effects of 

community social capital can be seen when examining outcomes for children whose parents 

differ in the source of social capital. This variable is called intergenerational closure. There 

is no direct measure available, therefore, Coleman suggests the number of times a child 

changed the school because the family moved. Furthermore, he raises the effects different 

school types have on intergenerational closure and therewith on drop-out rates. The three 

types of schools analyzed here were public high schools, religiously based private high 

schools, and non-religiously based private high schools. Coleman found that 

intergenerational closure for families whose children go to religiously based private high 

schools is highest (Coleman 1988, S113 – S114). Intergenerational closure is not directly 

part of my study, but I measure community social capital in order to find out about positive 

and negative impacts social capital within a community has on young people. Furthermore, 

the indicator talking about jobs or education with adults outside the family is part of the set 

of indicators and contributes to students’ social capital. I explain this further below. 

Dika and Singh conducted a critical synthesis analyzing both theoretical and empirical 

literature on social capital and education. They covered primary and secondary sources 

published between 1986 and 2001 and looked at the literature first from the perspective of 



20 |  

 

different time frames (1990 – 1995, 1996 – 1998, and 1999 – 2001) with regards to trends in 

study design, methods, indicators, and outcomes of educational research. Most of the studies 

examined, especially those published during the first and second periods, were conducted in 

the tradition of Coleman with a focus on minority populations and designed as survey studies 

using national, and mostly large-scale panel studies (2002, pp. 32 – 36). Only during the third 

period, from 1999 until 2001 a new development emerged. More and more case studies and 

other qualitative methods such as interviews, focus group discussions, observations, and 

document analyses were conducted. Participants in interviews and focus groups were mostly 

parents, teachers, and community members while only one study included interviews with 

children. Also during this third period studies still strongly followed Coleman’s initial 

approach and theoretical framework. The indicators used were family structure, parent-teen 

discussions, parents’ aspirations and expectations of the child, parents’ education, and 

intergenerational closure. There were only few studies which covered young peoples’ 

interactions with adults outside their families, peer group influence and values, number of 

close friends in the same school, perceptions of caring teachers, and extracurricular 

involvement. One study identified the indicator school characteristics as type of school social 

capital measured by student – teacher ratio and school climate. Like in the studies from earlier 

periods outcome measures of educational attainment as well as educational achievement 

were used in the tradition of Coleman. Educational achievement was measured by grade point 

average, math gain scores, and standardized test scores for sciences, math, and math and 

reading combined. Educational attainment indicators were dropping out or staying in school, 

high school completion, completed years of schooling, the educational level reached, number 

of credits in math, and college enrollment. There was, however, another new development. 

In addition to the inclusion of qualitative research designs, studies went beyond the 

traditional measures of educational achievement and attainment by including measures of 

educational aspirations. Indicators measuring school engagement as well as motivation were 

used in several studies (truancy, class cutting, homework efforts, time studying and 

importance of school). Other measures included in some studies were behavioral problems 

and delinquent behavior, and moral beliefs (Dika/Singh 2002, pp. 38 – 40). 

Coleman characterizes social capital as instrumental in the development of human capital. 

This suggests that it is family norms as well as intergenerational closure which encourage 

educational achievement, motivation, and engagement. There are different dimensions of 
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education at which social capital plays a role: educational attainment, educational 

achievement, and educational aspirations. Dika and Singh (2002) explain in their study how 

social capital is linked to those three dimensions. The indicators used in many studies to 

measure educational attainment are the drop-out rate, high school graduation and college 

enrollment, but also years of schooling. A non-traditional family structure (e.g. single parent) 

as well as a high number of siblings are positively linked to the drop-out rate. Other measures, 

such as parent-teen connection, parents’ educational expectations for their child, parent 

monitoring, a low number of moves, church attendance, participation in extracurricular 

activities, parents’ communication with the school, and intergenerational closure, on the 

other hand, are negatively linked to dropping out of school. There seems to be a positive 

relationship between social capital and high school graduation and college enrollment. 

Indicators like a traditional family structure, parents’ educational expectations for their child, 

as well as parent-teen connection have a positive impact on these two outcomes while moving 

many times is negatively linked to them. Years of schooling is also related to social capital 

indicators such as family structure, parent-teen connection, parents’ educational expectations 

for their child, parents’ cultural capital, parents’ involvement in school, and parent 

monitoring. For educational attainment, outside-family interactions also are also important. 

Indicators of social capital are here: discussions about jobs and education with other adults, 

teachers’ expectations and influence, as well as teacher interest in the student. These 

indicators are positively linked to educational attainment. This leads Dika and Singh to the 

conclusion that social capital and educational attainment indicators are positively linked, they 

state, however, that empirical and theoretical support could be stronger (2002, p. 41). Another 

linkage is discussed by Dika and Singh: the relationship between social capital and 

educational achievement. The social capital indicators that are positively related to 

educational achievement are parent teen discussions, parents’ expectation for their child’s 

education, parents’ involvement in school, parent monitoring, and intergenerational closure. 

Outside family social capital indicators such as participation in extracurricular activities, 

number of close friends at the same school, and ties with peers are also positively linked to 

educational achievement. Negative relations between social capital and educational 

achievement can be found in links between family size, moving, and non-traditional family 

structure and achievement in education. Many studies analyzed by Dika and Singh used 

grades and Grade Point Average as indicator for educational achievement (2002, p. 41. 
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Finally, the relation between social capital and educational aspirations, or “education-related 

psycho social factors” are explored. Positive relationships were found between parents’ 

expectations for their child’s education, parent-teen discussions, parents’ involvement in 

school, study resources at home, intergenerational closure, as well as relationships and 

activities outside the family. Furthermore, school-related effort and its relationship to social 

capital was measured by indicators like home-work effort, parent-teen discussions, 

intergenerational closure, parental education, and peer values. There was one study which 

found a negative relationship between family size as well as non-traditional family structure 

and educational aspirations (2002, p. 42). 

The three outcome measures educational attainment, educational achievement, and 

educational aspirations are used in this study as educational outcome measure as well. The 

social capital indicators in my study are based on those used in previous research and 

described in the literature. However, I adjusted or extended them in some cases such that 

they would capture my research context and young Ugandan’s realities. Furthermore, I put 

an emphasis on students’ social capital. On the one hand, simply because my research 

population consisted exclusively of students and young people. On the other hand because 

students’ perceptions and opinions need to be included more in research on education. 

Students are important stakeholders in the educational sector and must be integrated in 

studies concerning their own education. Furthermore, young people do hold social capital 

themselves as well. It is not only parents’ or other adults’ social capital they draw on. 

Especially, in the school context students learn to build up networks and to use them as 

resources in their personal and educational advancement. I also emphasized the school social 

environment as a place where social capital is created and where students develop and create 

their own networks. The school environment is important because students spend very much 

time at there, often more time than they spend at home with their families. Furthermore, many 

students in Uganda are going to boarding school, meaning that the school is not only learning 

but also living environment at the same time. Nevertheless, family social capital still plays 

an important role in educational outcomes of young people and is therefore also included in 

this study and analyzed extensively. A detailed description of the indicators used in this study 

follows in Chapter 4.4.2. Description of Indicators. Before I elaborate on the methods used 

in the data collection process as well as the data analysis.  
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4. Methodology 

4.1. Methods of data collection 

This qualitative research followed a pragmatic approach. The methods used were mainly 

focus group discussions as well as semi-structured interviews. The focus group discussions 

took place at the private Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary School with students from all 

class levels. My aim was to talk to both students from a private school (Bukedea Lifeline 

Senior Secondary) as well as from a government school. I did not have the chance to work 

with students of a public secondary school since the school year ended at the end of 

November and examinations were taking place. However, I got in contact with the 

organization Bukedea Youth Professionals Association (BUYOPA). The students within this 

project all went to government schools but dropped out early, often already in primary school. 

BUYOPA provides vocational trainings in carpentry, building, tailoring, and hairdressing for 

young people coming from especially poor backgrounds. Individual interviews were 

conducted later, after the group discussions with both students of Bukedea Lifeline Senior 

Secondary School and BUYOPA. The focus group discussions were chosen to be conducted 

before the individual interviews in order to get a more general idea about which topics are 

especially important for the participants and which information need further investigation. 

The interview questions were then tailored according to the information gained through the 

group discussions. Some challenges I faced throughout the data collection process concerned 

the focus group samples. I identified the ideal group size for the focus group discussions at 

Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary School as not higher than eight students. This number 

makes it possible to hear everyone who wants to participate in the discussion without letting 

it become too lengthy. Since the teachers at the school organized the groups for me, the group 

sizes were sometimes a bit larger (up to thirteen students). The focus group discussions at 

BUYOPA were a bit more complex since most students mainly spoke Ateso, the local 

language. So I had an interpreter coming with me to translate the discussions. As a result I 

had to reduce the number to four participants per focus group. I was also able to visit the 

homes of some students of BUYOPA to conduct semi-structured interviews. The focus 

groups as well as interview partners were selected by the manager of BUYOPA as well as 

the teachers of the different vocational trainings. For the interviews this was especially 

helpful since they knew their students and how to get in contact with them during the school 

break. 
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The focus group discussions as well as the interviews with students of the Lifeline Senior 

Secondary school differed highly from those with the students of BUYOPA. I will address 

this in the next sections about the concepts of focus groups and interviews.  

4.1.1. Concept focus group discussions 

The focus group discussions were held prior to conducting interviews as it provided the 

opportunity to gain first insights to the perceptions and opinions of each participant, before 

going into more detail during the interviews. In the first few weeks of the fieldwork, I spent 

time at the Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary school were with the help of teachers present, 

I conducted ten focus group discussions. The preferred group size I defined was a maximum 

of eight and a minimum of five students per group. However, sometimes the group size was 

bigger. Every focus group discussion began with an introductory session were every 

participant introduced her- or himself (name, age, class). To open up the participants in my 

first focus group, I started the focus’ group discussion by asking everyone to tell me their 

best and worst experiences in the past year. This strategy did not seem to be the best as I 

didn’t anticipate the shy reactions of the participating students. Therefore, I did not ask the 

questions during the subsequent focus group discussions. I designed the discussions like a 

lifeline, made up of the Past, Present and Future. The discussions were tailored to gain 

insights into the past, present and future of each participant as well as to find out about 

important topics in students’ lives. Each participant received three pieces of paper with the 

task to write about a few things regarding these phases of their lives. Things that were, are, 

or will be important or influential in the past, the present, and the future. This was not only 

limited to their school lives, but I kept the question relatively open so that the students could 

describe whatever came to their minds and what was important to them in each of the periods. 

Afterwards, we would put the notes together to form a lifeline consisting of all participants’ 

experiences and thoughts. The purpose of letting every participant first write down their 

thoughts individually was to make sure everyone had the chance to contribute something and 

to express their views at least once, by writing them down.  Some students were shyer than 

others and would not want to engage too much in the discussion later on. Furthermore, 

writing something down makes one think about a given topic more thoroughly. After the 

written part every participant got the chance to briefly explain what they wrote about each 

step or phase. This was helpful as it gave a first overview on the individual but also group 

opinions and perceptions as well as it gave me an idea about which topic or events were 
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important for the students. What followed then was a discussion about those topics that were 

raised by the participants but also some questions I brought into the discussion myself. The 

main questions that guided the focus group discussions concerned important steps, 

difficulties, and goals in the participants’ school lives. The largest part of the discussions 

covered educational topics and finally I asked questions about future perspectives and job 

opportunities.3 

Throughout the focus group discussions other topics, like corruption, came up too and I asked 

questions about these topics as well. And sometimes some of the above questions simply did 

not fit the discussion and I left them out. The questions remained the same both in the 

discussions with students at Lifeline Senior Secondary School and BUYOPA, however, due 

to the different backgrounds of the young people, answers and follow up discussions went 

differently. For students at BUYOPA the main topic was how they can proceed after they 

receive their final certificate which enables the graduates to find a job or create their own 

businesses in order to move out of poverty. Students at Lifeline Senior Secondary School had 

different goals or dreams, mostly about continuing their education after the O-Levels or even 

the A-Levels and going to university or a technical institute. Therefore, the follow up 

questions had to be adjusted to the different realities of my focus group participants. 

4.1.2. Concept interviews 

The purpose of the individual semi-structured interviews was to go into more detail regarding 

the topics which already came up during the focus group discussions. As mentioned earlier, 

some of the young people I interviewed participated already in one of the focus group 

discussion. 

Also here, I used a set of questions I had identified beforehand but in general I tried to be as 

open as possible and not to steer the interview in one particular direction but rather to react 

to the topics raised by the students. For example, when I wanted to know what the differences 

between government and private schools are, some student did not have any experience of 

being in a government school before, so they did not have much to tell about possible 

differences. In such cases I tried to focus more on the topics that where either raised by the 

participants themselves, or on those the students could refer to most. Therefore, I started all 

interviews with asking the participants to tell me something about their family situation, their 

parents, siblings, where and how they grew up. Not only did it help the young people to get 

                                                           
3 A summary of all questions is attached in Annex 1. 
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comfortable with the interview situation by talking about something that is not too complex 

and held open enough so the students could decide themselves what to talk about, but it was 

also a good way for me to get an understanding for the situation of the person and to get an 

idea about which direction the interview could take. 

Since I conducted interviews with students from the private Bukedea Lifeline Senior 

Secondary School as well as with students from BUYOPA, I had to think about the questions 

I wanted to ask during the interviews thoroughly. Also here, the previously conducted focus 

group discussion helped me identifying important topics to be discussed in more detail. The 

focus group discussions made me realize that many questions I would ask a student from the 

private secondary school would not work in an interview with a student in BUYOPA, simply 

because the students’ realities and living conditions differed too much. For example, I asked 

one young man who dropped out of the vocational training at BUYOPA due to a lack of 

tuition fees, where he sees himself in ten years. He was not able to answer the question simply 

because the period of ten years was too long, even when I reduced it to five years he did not 

see any significant change of the situation he is living in currently to happen in future. This 

difference in financial situations but also living standards between the young people in 

BUYOPA and the students in Bukedea Lifeline made me adjust my questions to the 

respective realities of my participants.  

As mentioned earlier, the questions about the future goals and dreams did not work out in a 

similar way with students in the vocational training and students in secondary school. I asked 

the students at BUYOPA about their plans after finishing the training as this was going to 

happen soon. Questions about dreams in the far future did not work well for the students in 

the project since those young people had to think about how to manage their daily lives rather 

than ‘dreaming big’ about the future. What I must mention as well is that the students at the 

private secondary school did not always come from well-off families. Rather, many of the 

students I talked to struggled with tuition fees or other difficult family issues. The research 

population, therefore, was quite diverse when it comes to family backgrounds and living 

situation. I will discuss this in more detail in the next chapter. 

4.2. Research population 

As mentioned before, Lifeline Senior Secondary School is a privately owned and run school. 

Nevertheless, the school tries to keep tuition fees at a relatively low level in order to enable 

young people from less wealthy backgrounds to enroll at their school as well. Furthermore, 
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many of the students studying at Lifeline Senior Secondary School are supported through 

non-government organizations which pay for tuition fees or at least parts of it. Looking at the 

family background of students at this school one can find it to be quite diverse. In my focus 

groups students from all levels of secondary school participated. The age range was between 

thirteen and twenty years. Many of the students, however, studied at a level which was lower 

than their age would suggest. One boy, for example, was in senior three and 19 years old. At 

this age he should have already graduated from the A-Levels. Due to his family’s financial 

situation he had to stay at home a couple of times as the money for his school fees was not 

available. This is very common in Uganda and I will come back to this issue in the analysis. 

The age groups in Uganda are distributed amongst the different levels of education as 

follows: The age group between six and twelve years attend primary schools, between the 

ages of 13 and 16 years, students visit the classes one to four in lower secondary, while 17 to 

18 years old Ugandans attend the A-Levels from senior five to senior six (EPDC, 2014). This 

is the ideal case, in reality one can observe strong deviations from this model.  

The students who participated in my semi structured interviews were between 16 and 19 

years old and attended classes in senior two and senior three. 

During the first weeks of the fieldwork I was mostly spending time at Bukedea Lifeline 

Senior Secondary school where I conducted ten focus group discussions in total. It was the 

teachers who grouped students for me into focus groups. The preferred group size I defined 

was a maximum of eight students and a minimum of five students per group. However, 

sometimes the group size was a bit bigger. The students within one group were always from 

the same class level. All levels were captured by the focus group discussions, meaning I had 

groups with students from senior one until senior six. The age range of the students was 

between thirteen and twenty-one years. 

The individual interviews conducted had the purpose to get some more in-depth information 

on topics that were already discussed in the focus groups. Some of the students who agreed 

on individual interviews had already participated in one of the focus group discussions, others 

I asked while I was spending time a school. The participants from BUYOPA project were 

selected by the manager of the project who knows his students and their homes very well (I 

had to visit the students at their homes because by that time the school year had ended already 

and all the students had gone back home to their villages). Those interviews again were 

conducted with the support of an interpreter due to the language barrier.  
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4.3. Data Description 

Since the methods used throughout this study were qualitative methods, more specifically, 

focus group discussions, semi structured interviews, and participant observation, the data 

collected are of qualitative nature. The focus group discussions mainly give an overview of 

young people’s perceptions of their realities as well as their future perspectives, goals, and 

dreams. The data collected during the group discussions at Bukedea Lifeline Senior 

Secondary School consist of both audio files as well as written notes from students. The focus 

group discussions at BUYOPA as well as all interviews conducted were recorded as well. 

The recorded interviews and focus group discussions were transcribed and are presented in 

the Appendix. The names of the participants are hidden in order to assure the anonymity of 

the students. 

4.4. Data Analysis 

4.4.1. Methods 

In order to analyze the data and make the audio files visible, the focus group discussions as 

well as interviews were transcribed with the help of the MaxQDA software.  

The data analysis follows theoretical coding according to the Grounded Theory. By starting 

with an open coding, the interviews and focus group discussions were first read completely 

in order to get an overview of all data which makes the coding process easier and more 

fruitful later on. Having the social capital theory in mind, a first set of codes was generated. 

On the one hand the codes were inspired by the codes used in other studies on social capital 

which were described earlier. On the other hand, “in-Vivo”-codes were used which 

summarize phenomena raised by my participants in the focus group discussions and 

interviews. After the first coding process a large number of codes were generated which then 

had to be compared and summarized into categories which represented the indicators as well 

as the outcome measures described in the following chapter. This was done in the second 

step, the axial coding.  

4.4.2. Description of Indicators 

The indicators used here to find out what role social capital plays in the implementation of 

universal secondary education are based partly on previous studies on social capital in 

education. The indicators I use in this study have been used before in both quantitative and 

qualitative studies. But I also included indicators according to categories I found in my data. 
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Those indicators evolved throughout the coding process. In this section the indicators and 

their sub-codes (if applicable) are described briefly. 

Family social capital 

Inspired by Coleman’s approach on social capital in education family background as 

important aspect of a student’s educational achievement needs to be considered as important 

category in this study. On the one hand, the indicators Coleman used to measure family social 

capital (number of siblings, parents’ presence, and the mother’s expectation for the child’s 

education) were integrated in this category: Parents’ presence is reflected by the indicator 

Number of Parents at Home while mother’s expectation for the child’s education is 

represented by the indicator Parents’ aspirations for their Child. Furthermore, Parents’ 

Networks are analyzed in order to see whether children can draw on the social capital their 

parents possess. On the other hand, indicators used in previous studies on social capital in 

education were included in this study. To describe the family structure, I decided to include 

the indicators Living Situation as well as Family Cohesion. Furthermore, educational 

aspirations were covered by the indicators Parents’ Aspirations for their Child’s Education 

and Parent-Child Discussions. The indicator Responsibility to Support the Family measures 

educational attainment and aspirations of the students who participated in my study. 

School environment 

The school environment is very important in this context since students usually spend much 

of their time at the school compound. Especially boarding students stay in the school 

environment for most of the year and only see their families during school breaks or visitation 

days. Therefore, the school and the school environment are very important factors of 

students’ social capital. The indicator school environment is put together by several sub-

codes: School life, learning environment, and study resources describe students’ (living) 

situation at school. The learning environment and study resources students have at hand have 

an impact on students’ educational achievement. The same holds true for school 

infrastructure which concerns the equipment at schools but also the number of classrooms 

available in relation to the number of students. Another indicator describes the social capital 

that evolves through contacts with peers. Also, the participation in extra-curricular activities 

is an indicator which has a positive impact on social capital. The quality of education has a 

strong impact on educational achievement and attainment of students and is therefore 

included in the analysis. As mentioned before, the relationship students have with their 
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teachers is especially close in rural areas (Byun et.al. 2012), therefore, the teachers are part 

of this category as well. Finally, I included the indicators boarding vs. day school and 

government vs. private school in the school environment category.  

Community Social Capital 

The community plays a role in the social capital theory, but also in my data and in Uganda. 

The community in Uganda is an important source of resources, and networks. Community 

cohesion is strong, especially on the country side, in the villages and in poor areas. Neighbors 

must work together and support each other in order to make a living and care for their 

families. However, there are also negative effects of community social capital such as social 

exclusion or overembeddedness of members.  

Students’ networks 

This is an indicator that is not covered by most of the literature on social capital. As usually 

it is parents’ networks and family social capital which are studied and analyzed in research 

on social capital in education. But I focused my research on young people, on students, on 

those who are at the receiving end of the Ugandan government’s universal secondary 

education policy. Therefore, I decided to include this indicator in my study in order to find 

out whether and how students build up their own social networks and which resources they 

gain out of them. As sub-code I added the indicator - which is also found in the literature on 

social capital in education – talking about job/education with other adults. This is to show 

that students might not only talk with their adult family members, like parents or care takers, 

about job opportunities and education. The boarders spend much of their educational life at 

school and do not even have the chance to discuss such matters with their parents on a 

frequent basis. Discussions with other adults, outside the family could take place with 

teachers or community members. 

Financial Capital 

I included financial capital because it was raised so many times by participants throughout 

focus group discussions and interviews. Mostly, financial issues came up in the context of 

school fees payment. This indicator is linked to many of the other indicators and plays an 

important role in the participants’ perceptions about their education and future perspectives. 

Therefore, it had to be included in the study. Furthermore, financial capital play an important 
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role in the creation of family social capital as Coleman (1988) has found in his early work on 

the Role of Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital. 

Occupational expectations 

Due to the nature of my research the discussion about future perspectives of young people in 

Uganda played an important role in both, the focus group discussions as well as the 

interviews. Participants talked about their goals, about possibilities to achieve them, and 

about problems that could occur throughout the way. In this context issues like corruption in 

the labor market, and regional differences were raised. Corruption in the labor market is a 

problem the young students identified already as a big challenge in their country. Corruption 

in the labor market usually takes the form of bribes in order to get into a position, or – and 

this is even more important in the context of the role of social capital – of networks a person 

has. Students always talked about “having someone in front”, meaning knowing someone 

who is in a certain position to help them get a job. This is also an example for negative social 

capital. Just like the sub-code regional differences which describes the differences in 

opportunities young people have in the various regions in Uganda but also the differences 

between rural and urban areas. The occupational expectations young people have in Uganda 

is significant for the outcome measure educational aspirations described below. 

Educational Achievement 

Educational achievement – like educational aspirations – is an outcome measure used in 

many studies on social capital in education and is traced back to Coleman (1988) as well. It 

describes students’ educational outcomes and is often measured by grades in other studies. 

Here I do not use data on grades as measurement but rather students’ own perceptions on 

their educational achievement. In a way grades also play a role here when participants talk 

about the grades or distinctions they got in certain examinations. But also, the passing to the 

next level of education, or the next class is seen as educational achievement. There are also 

negative educational achievements, for example when students talk about failing an exam or 

not making it to the next class for different reasons. Educational achievement is impacted by 

indicators such as family social capital, financial capital, or learning environment. 

Educational Attainment 

This outcome measure, like educational achievement, goes back to Coleman (1988) and is 

mostly related with drop-outs. Coleman showed in his study using the High School and 
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Beyond data set that social capital indicators are positively linked to lower school drop-outs. 

This study focuses on students dropping out of school (either completely or temporarily) with 

regards to educational attainment. Many indicators such as financial capital, family social 

capital, and the responsibility to support the family have an impact on students’ educational 

attainment. 

Educational Aspirations 

Following Coleman’s approach, educational aspiration is one of the outcome measures of 

this study. And indeed, it plays an important role in my data as well. Educational aspirations 

here focus on students’ aspirations for their education and future. Parents’ educational 

aspirations for their child is integrated as indicator in family social capital. But the focus here 

lies on students’ aspirations for their future both, with regards to their further education and 

with regards to chances in the labor market. To explain the different possibilities young 

people have in their educational career, I included the category course vs. university. These 

are the two main options students can choose when they are in secondary school (it does not 

directly apply to the students at BUYOPA since they had dropped out of formal education in 

primary school already or at the beginning of secondary school. This means they did not 

really have the chance to choose between those two options. Although, in the end, they went 

for a course at a vocational training institute.  

4.5. Ethical considerations and implications 

Prior to my fieldwork in Bukedea District, Uganda I formulated a set of ethical considerations 

for my research. This included the fact that right from the beginning of my fieldwork at the 

secondary school students would be busy with their examination preparations. This had to be 

considered with regards to the scheduling of focus group discussions and interviews. It was 

mostly the focus group discussions which took place during exam preparation. The 

interviews were conducted after the exams, and shortly before students left the school for 

their break. The teachers organized the group discussions for me. I explained at the 

beginning, that it was important that the students do not miss classes or have other 

disadvantages due to my focus group discussions. So, teachers usually arranged the group 

discussions such that they took place when students had some free time. However, one time 

this did not work out when one teacher organized a group for me by taking students out of 

an ongoing class. By the time I understood what happened the students were already out of 

class and waiting for me to start the group discussion.  
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Before I started the interviews and focus group discussions, and before I started recording, I 

explained to the students what exactly I was doing in Uganda and at their school, I explained 

what my research was about and what it was for, and I explained that everything they said or 

wrote during our discussions was confidential and anonymous. I then asked for the 

participants’ permission to record the discussion.  

It also happened sometimes that the privacy of group discussions and interviews was 

disrupted by other students who were curious about what was going on. At the Lifeline Senior 

Secondary School, I was able to regain privacy for the group or the interview partner by 

simple asking for it. This was a bit more challenging during interviews with students from 

the BUYOPA training center. Since the interviews with the students took place in their 

villages and their homes it was difficult to create a private space for the participants. Usually 

the whole family gathered together and surrounded me, my interpreter and the participant. 

Even after repeatedly asking for some private time, it was not possible to be completely 

without observation from family members or neighbors. As mentioned before, the focus 

group and interview participants from BUYOPA did not speak much English which made an 

interpreter inevitable for the discussions and interviews. I got in contact with a local person 

who spoke very good English but who was also fluent in Ateso, the local language. Before 

we started with the focus group discussions and interviews I briefed the interpreter with 

regards to how the discussions and interviews are structured, with regards to confidentiality 

and anonymity, and with regards to how the participants should be treated (there are no wrong 

answers, we encourage people to participate but do not put pressure on the participants).  

The last point in my ethical considerations concerns the question of how to give back to my 

participants who provided me with valuable information for my research as well as with their 

time. As a student I certainly did not have much to offer, also because I had organized and 

financed the fieldwork on my own. Therefore, I decided to become a member of Glocal 

Lifelearn e.V., the partner organization of the Lifeline schools in Bukedea which provides a 

sponsorship program for children from poor background which provides them access to 

education. This might not benefit my participants directly, but it can help the schools and 

future students to study there. For my participants at the vocational training center I also did 

not have the means to give back directly. Yet, I decided to support the students at BUYOPA 

by founding sponsorship program directed at especially vulnerable youth who want to do a 

vocational training. 
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5. Results 

5.1. Family Social Capital 

Living situation 

The students at Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary School learn at a private school which 

means that their parents pay school fees, and which could lead to the assumption that their 

families have some financial security which allows them to send their children to a “better” 

school. In Uganda, many parents and children consider the quality of education at private 

schools as higher than the one at government schools. Therefore, parents try to get their 

children into a private school regardless of the higher costs for education. Nevertheless, the 

participants in my focus groups and interviews do not necessarily come from financially 

stable backgrounds. Many students tell me about their “humble” background (FG 1, 2+6). 

This can take different forms, often it is related to parents’ financial capital. Many parents 

are peasants who have some land which they cultivate and/or have animals. Furthermore, the 

number of children in a family is often very high. Among my participants some talked about 

their siblings and the numbers went from three children up to nine children in the family.4 

This also puts a financial burden on parents since educating all their children can be very 

expensive. This is even more significant for the students at the vocational training institute 

who largely dropped out of school because their parents could no longer afford their 

education due to the many children they had to take care of.5 On the other hand it is often the 

case that older siblings who have a job and earn some income have to support the family 

financially and are responsible for the education of a younger sibling (Interview 3, 10-14; 

Interview 1, 2; FG 7, 102). In an interview one boy told me that he is willing to give up his 

own dream of becoming a doctor in future by leaving school after Senior four, going to an 

institute to become a teacher, and then finding a job to earn an income which can take care 

of his two younger brothers (Interview 4, 22). Another student at BUYOPA did not only drop 

out of the formal school system but he also had to stop his vocational training because he 

lives alone at home with his younger brother who he needs to take care of. He had lost both 

parents and his older siblings have married and have their own families which leaves him as 

the only bread earner for himself and his brother. He generates some income through farming 

and animal herding in order to pay for his brother’s school fees (Interview 5, 72-77). 

                                                           
4 Cp. Interview 4, 2; Interview 3, 2; Interview 2, 3; Interview 1, 2; FG 10, 67; FG 4, 28; FG 8, 25+44; FG 4, 30, 37, 42. 
5 Cp. Interview 6, 12-18; FGB 1, 16-18, 21, 26-28, FGB2, 19, 21, 22-23. 



35 |  

 

What is also part of the living situation of students at home is domestic violence. There were 

some students who told me about their experiences at home when they were punished for bad 

results at school: “I remember when I was in primary five my father used to beat me whenever 

I could fail” (FG 10, 32). Or for other reasons:  

“I remember when I was still young my mother was used to beat me that means 

thing[s] were not easy on my side she was like to kill me because I used to desterb 

her very well but she cannot do that to me her daughter.” (Brainstorming FG 10, 20) 

This harms the trust children have in their parents. Trust is an important factor within a family 

as well as for family social capital. It makes a good relationship between parents and their 

children possible. If this trust is not there or is harmed by violence at home, students are not 

likely to have access to their parents’ human capital or social contacts. Furthermore, it is less 

likely that parent-child discussions take place about education or other relevant topics for the 

child.  

Number of parents at home 

As mentioned before, Coleman included this indicator in his studies to measure social capital 

in a family. He found that the number of parents has an impact on the drop-out possibility of 

the child. Children with only one parent are more likely to drop out of school. He also says 

that it is not only about the physical structure of a family (single-parent or both parents) but 

also about their actual presence at home. A family structure where both parents are working 

outside the house can also a negative effect on educational attainment of the child and lead 

to drop-out as well (S111 – S112). In my data I found different realities for my participants: 

Some had both parents at home, some had one parent is at home, while others were orphans 

and therefore lived with a guardian. Many of those students who have both parents at home 

reported that they are very well taken care of, their parents are interested in their education 

and there are no inconveniences when it comes to school fees or material needed at school 

(FG 8, 12-15, 52-53). Having both parents at home, however, is not a guarantee for the child’s 

well-being. Many of my focus group participants at BUYOPA reported that they have both 

parents but due to their financial situation they cannot take care of them (Interview 6, 12-18; 

FGB 1, 16-18, 21, 26-28, FGB2, 19, 21, 22-23).  

In some cases the child has both parents but stays with another family member like an aunt 

or uncle, or a brother. (FG 4, 64; FG 8, 17-20). There are however, also students whose 

parents are both alive but separated. If this is the case there are different family constellations. 
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Often the father marries again and the child lives with him and a step-mother. The issue of 

staying with a step-mother was described by one participant as follows: “Of course in Africa 

here, a step-mother can never treat, they say a woman can never keep another woman’s son 

or daughter” (Interview 4, 25-34). Many students reported their experiences with step-

mothers. A woman who has to take care of a child from the previous relationship of her 

husband can treat the step-child violently or discriminate against the child that is not her own. 

Apart from the physical and psychological effects of such mistreatment, this has also negative 

effects on the child’s educational outcomes. The learning environment is not good as the 

step-children are often more involved in household activities and therefore, do not have the 

time to study (FG 6, 7; FG 3, 8-9; FG 10, 6-7; Interview 4, 25-34). One boy even told me 

that the situation was so bad at home that he ran away to live on the street and eventually 

dropped out of school (FG 4, 52). If the child, however, stays with the mother who remarries, 

it can happen that the step-father would refuse to financially support the child as he is not the 

biological father. In the case of one student it was an especially grave situation. The man, he 

thought was his father, refused to pay for his school education when he reached primary 

school age and told him that he was not his biological father who had actually died when the 

boy was still a baby. Since he did not pay for the school fees and his mother did not have any 

income herself, the boy had to stay at home for some time before he could actually go to 

primary school (Interview 2, 5). Many participant have only one parent at home due to the 

divorce of their parents or because one parents died. The difficulty here can be a financial 

one. Especially, when the father was the main bread earner in the family and has left the 

family behind. In the worst case this can lead to drop-outs or repetition of classes. When the 

fees are not payed at the end of the school year students will not be allowed to collect the 

results of their final exams and therefore, have to repeat the same level again: “Look, I don’t 

have a father. So I have that problem of fees payment, always go back home without studies” 

(FG 3, 48-51). With regards to the Universal Secondary Education program this has the effect 

that children are no longer eligible for the program. The government has a ‘no repetition’ 

goal, trying to avoid students to repeat one or multiple classes throughout their education. 

For students and their families this can have grave consequences as they will have to pay for 

the school fees themselves. As we have seen above, dropping out of school is often due to 

the financial situation of parents or the family structure. The situation at home has strong 

effects on the students’ educational achievement and attainment. This rule of excluding those 
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young children who have to repeat classes would then affect mostly poor families and 

children and has an excluding character. Social capital plays a role here when it comes to the 

family background, family structure, and of course the family’s financial capital. The 

example of one boy’s story makes the problem very visible: He is the same boy who’s step-

father would not pay his school fees and who therefore had to stay at home for quite some 

time before he could start his primary education. Since this man had left the family, the boy 

had to support his mother at home and even contribute to the family income:  

“Then the other father left home, left this mother so we remained only two, now who? 

Me and the mother. I was trying to push life like that, studied P1 for almost two years, 

P2, P3 for almost two years. Because of the problem was only the mother. So when I 

grew up I was able to cultivate some things for survival. Because the mother was 

having persistent sickness, all the time she was sick. So that time when I reached 

senior... P4, primary four she got that sickness so there is no time you can go to school, 

you have to remain home.” (Interview 2, 5) 

He had to repeat a number of classes in order to take care of his mother and to cultivate their 

field for food and some income. Not only did this situation affect his educational attainment 

as well as his educational achievement, it also shows that family background and the situation 

at home has a strong influence on a child’s education. When I talked to the boy he was in 

Senior 4 at Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary school and was 19 years old at that time. At 

this age, he could have graduated from Senior 6 already that year. This is only one example, 

showing an extreme case of a student growing up with only one parent. There are a number 

of other students who told me about their difficulties growing up with a single-mother (FG 

3, 34, 48-53; FG 4, 10, 44, 45, 134-135). Also, when it is the father, who is the only parent 

at home, challenges occur.6 He might be able to pay for the education of his children, but 

when it comes to household issues children are often on their own since the father works 

outside the home.  

“So my father was cruel he chased my mum away and you know I and my sisters and 

brothers suffered a lot. 

My grand mum could delay to give us food so we cried and we went to my mum’s 

home and said mummy come back home and I was not a good pupil during primary 

education” (FG 10 (written part),  

Living with only one parent in Uganda has a strong impact on the family’s financial situation 

but also influences the family life and children’s well-being at home. Others said however, 

                                                           
6 Cp. FG (written part) 10, 25-26, 66-68; FG 3 (written part), 6; FG 7 (written part), 7-8; FG 2, 11, FG 4, 27; FG 7, 46. 
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that it made them more independent as they had to learn household tasks early in their lives 

(FG 2, 19). In the section about single parents we have seen that half-orphanage often causes 

a family structure with only one parent at home. There were, however also those participants 

who are full orphans. In many cases it is family members such as uncles or aunts who would 

take on the children and who become their guardians. Here one can often observe a similar 

phenomenon as with the step-mothers-problem. The guardians usually have their own family 

and children they want to educate. Especially, when the financial situation is not a good one 

it is often the orphaned child who suffers first. The example of one of my interview 

participants shows this problem well. It was his father who had died when he was still young 

which made him stay with his grand-parents for a while since his mother had to go away to 

work for the upkeep of the three children. He was able to finish his primary education in the 

school where his uncle was a teacher and as such he did not have to pay for education. At 

some point his mother had earned enough money to bring him to the private secondary school 

in Bukedea. After his first term in Senior one his mother passed away and left him behind 

alone. The three children were separated to stay with different relatives. For the boy this 

meant that he had to stay with his uncle’s family from then on. His uncle cannot pay for his 

education which means that since term one in Senior 1 the boy was not able to pay school 

fees at all. He says that at his guardian’s home he does not feel comfortable as he realizes 

that he is a burden for the family who are struggling themselves for education of the 

biological children. Furthermore, his future plans are affected by the situation. He was 

planning to become a doctor but due to the financial situation and the situation of his 

guardians he plans to leave secondary school after Senior 4 in order to go for a vocational 

training institute to become a teacher and to live independent from his uncle (Interview 4, 

2+22). I will come back to this interview later in the section about student social capital. One 

girl summarized the problem about having only one parent or being an orphan during one 

focus group as follows:  

“And even when, like your parents are separated or all of them have died, there will 

be no way that you can go to the what? The university level. Now you’ll be trying to 

see whether you have friends or even relatives…” (FG 4, 86). 

We will have a closer look at family cohesion and the importance of other family members 

in the next section.  
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Family Cohesion 

Despite challenges that occur due to the family structure and the family background, family 

cohesion is another important factor that enables children to access their parents’ human 

capital or social networks. In the context of my study I would, however, also include other 

family members who are an important part of family cohesion in my participants’ realities. 

Family cohesion is important when it comes to the family’s financial capital since – 

especially in poor families – every member must contribute to the family’s income by 

different income generating activities. It is often the older siblings who have the 

responsibility to support the parents in taking care of the younger ones (e.g. paying the school 

fees for a younger sibling). But it is not only older siblings who step in to support the family 

when parents lack the means to bring the children up themselves, also other relatives can 

offer their help:  

“Then I stayed home for one week, then my uncle came, he told me that, ‘you first 

join, I look for you the money. Then he also contributed a half, then my mother half, 

then I came to school.” (FG 4, 42) 

Family cohesion is also important for children who have lost both their parents. Although I 

discussed all the challenges an orphaned child has growing up with a guardian earlier, there 

are children in Uganda who do not have a family member to take care of them and who grow 

up in an orphanage where the situation is often even more difficult. One of my interview 

participants, a former student at BUYOPA had lost both parents. Because his older siblings 

left the home and established their own families already, he is the only one left at home to 

take care of his younger brother. He is responsible not only for himself but for the well-being 

of his brother and his education. Therefore, he had to give up his own education at the 

vocational training center and engage in income creating activities such as farming and 

animal herding (Interview 5, 21+72-77). 

Furthermore, family cohesion is also important when it comes to social networks. Either of 

the parents themselves, but also siblings or other relatives. Participant told me about the 

possibility to go to school where a family member works as teacher without paying for school 

fees or for lunch there (Interview 4, 2). One of my interview participants told me about how 

her brother took care of her since the situation in the family’s village was not good:  
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“Now my brother was a teacher. He took me to take care of me when I was two years 

because the situation from the village was not all that good. Now he tried always to 

take me to where he teaches” (Interview 1, 2). 

In the focus group discussions it became very clear that students have a strong sense of 

helping their family, especially the younger siblings and their parents in future. This was 

often stated as important motivation to complete their education in order to find a good job 

in future which will enable them to support their family and to ‘give back’ to their parents 

who have enabled them to go to school.7 The importance of family cohesion becomes even 

more evident when looking at someone who does not have this help coming from family 

members. I have described part of this boy’s story above, he lives with his mother only, his 

father had died early and his step-father refused to pay his school fees and left his mother 

shortly after. The mother does not have any source of income, the other siblings are either 

unemployed, married and have their own families to take care of, or they live far away and 

do not care about the family’s situation. It was only one brother who was paying for his 

school fees. This brother, however, had told him that he could no longer pay the fees for him 

which brings the boy in the situation of not knowing whether he will be able to come back to 

school again.  

“As I said there's only the challenge that I think is... 'cause sometimes when you go 

and try to read your brain is almost like tired 'cause all the time you are thinking of 

who will take over from this. And they tell you that next year you may not be able to 

come to school” (Interview 2, 38). 

This means that not only is this situation negatively affecting his educational attainment, but 

it also affects the educational achievement as the concerns about school fees and the situation 

at home keep him from focusing on his studies. 

This shows how important family cohesion is for young people in Uganda. And this shows 

the responsibilities every member of a family has towards the other members. I will discuss 

this in more detail in the next section. 

Responsibility to Support the Family 

As described above family cohesion but also the responsibility to support the family are very 

strong in many families. This responsibility does not only have positive effects on young 

people in Uganda. As I demonstrated before, especially poor families rely strongly on the 

                                                           
7 Cp. Interview 4, 22; Interview 3, 10-14; FG 10 (written part), 77-79, 98; FG 4 (written part), 36, 60, FG 6 (written part), 

51, 59; FG 7 (written part), 66; FG 8 (written part), 73; FG 9 (written part), 4, 52, 54; FG 6, 32-34. 
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support of the children. This can go as far as to students have to stay away from school and 

engage in income generating activities such as working on other people’s fields or cultivating 

things on their own (Interview 1, 3-6; Interview 3, 5; FGB 1, 21, 47, 61, 64, 78; FGB 2, 59-

60, 75-78).  

“I used to go sometimes, like when they chased me from school for school fees, I 

remain at home, I go in peoples' gardens to get some things. I also go and borrow, I 

get money, I go back to school” (Interview 1, 4). 

But it is not only during school time that young people have the responsibility to support and 

contribute to the family’s income. Once one of the children has managed to complete 

education and has found a job it is often expected that she or he takes care of the education 

of a younger sibling (Interview 1, 2; Interview 2, 5; Interview 3, 10-14; Interview 4, 22; FGB 

2, 75-78).  

“And people in the village they would just say our son is in Kampala working and of 

course they would be expecting you to send for them money. Without, without… if 

you are getting money or even if you you’re not getting they would still expect you 

to send for them money. For them, they just know you’re working. So that’s again 

another big challenge” (FG 7, 102). 

This expectation of family members and the responsibility to look after younger siblings can 

be a burden for young Ugandan’s who have just managed to find a job and who are at the 

beginning of their professional career. On the other hand, for the younger children who are 

still in school the support of an older brother or sister can sometimes be the only chance to 

go to school at all.  

Parents’ Networks  

According to Coleman (1988), what contributes to social capital within a family is that 

children can draw on their parents’ human capital but also on their networks. “You can’t have 

a job when your father is not there.” (FG 7, 81). This statement is of course sharpened, but 

there where indeed quite many participants who told me that it is important to have a family 

member working in a certain job already to help getting a job there. This shows again the 

exclusionary aspect of social capital as someone who does not have relatives or friends in a 

certain professional domain has lower chances to get a job there than those who know 

someone there. This of course refers to the situation in the labor market, but there are also 

examples showing that parents’ social capital and their networks are important for their 

children’s education. One of my interview participants told me about her father who did not 
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have the chance to go to school himself, but who managed to educate all of his six children, 

even up to university level.  

“[…] really my dad did not go to school but he has social, the organization that he’s 

a director in, he is really investing in that organization and he’s getting some good 

money that can support the family” (Interview 3, 4).  

The father is an Evangelist and works for an African Christian organization. Through his 

work there he got friends all over the world (from Kenya, Australia, and the USA) who helped 

him whenever he needed help. People value him and his work highly which earns him their 

trust and support. Furthermore, many of his children had the chance to become members in 

sponsorship program which payed their school fees, sometimes the whole amount, 

sometimes part of it. “It's just a heaven chance that he has got that help from friends because 

it is not really that common in other families but we got that chance” (Interview 3, 35). She 

states that this help from friends and organizations is not that common in Uganda and sees 

her father’s social network as playing an important role in her and her siblings’ chance to 

complete their education.  

Parent-Child Discussions 

Parents’ networks and social capital can positively affect children’s educational attainment 

and educational achievement. But in order to access the parents’ human and social capital 

the communication within the family must be there in form of parent-child discussion about 

educational matters. Also her,e I found positive and negative examples in the data. Some 

participants stated during the focus groups that their parents always encourage them to go to 

school and to study hard in order to be successful in future (FG 10 (written part), 51-53, 81-

82). One girl told me that she talked to her parents about her educational future after she had 

completed primary school. She was worried her parents could not afford bringing her to a 

private school because of the school fees. Her sister was to join a vocational training institute 

at the same time which caused a financial burden for the family. Nevertheless, the girl was 

very persistent in raising the issue several times during conversations with her mother:  

“So I knew that I was to be taken to a government school, but my mother started 

praying that ‘I wish I had money so that I could also join you to Bukedea Lifeline. So 

she got money. At time my elder sister was also to join Agola nursing and needed 

immediately money from there. So I told my mother ‘so am I going to go to senior 

one with all those challenges you have?’ Then she told that, she told me that with 

God everything is possible. And I told her that ‘so what, what, you look for me for a 
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source or something so that I start, I get money’ she told me that ‘God will provide’.” 

(FG 4, 42) 

In the end her uncle helped by paying half of the school fees while her mother payed for the 

other half. This is not only an example for how parent-child discussions about educational 

matters look like in the cases of my participants, but it also shows the girl’s aspirations for 

her own education. I will come back to this again later when I describe the indicator 

“educational aspirations”. But I think, this example shows well that it is important to include 

the students’ perspectives in studies about the role of social capital in education. Another girl 

told me about a dispute she had with her dad, who was not content with her results in primary 

school.  

“But still my parent was not happy when I got fifteen aggregates, he wanted me to 

get the distinction one, but I said ‘how can I get the distinction one, when you have 

not done what? Taken me to the boarding section.’ My father kept quiet.” (FG 4, 64). 

Now, in secondary school her father pays for her to be in the boarding school. There are, 

however, also examples for families where parent-child discussions are barely or even non-

existent. During the first focus group discussion one participant said that even though his 

parents are paying for him coming to boarding school, live is still hard for him, as he cannot 

see his parents most of the time as he stays at school. The experience of one girl in my focus 

group shows that parent-child discussions are actually important, also of the child’s life and 

well-being in school. The girl stayed with her aunt during her primary school who also paid 

her school fees at that time. “The challenge I faced was that she never paid my lunch at school 

even school requirements but she could only pay my school fees.” (FG 8 (written part), 17-

20). She said she could not talk to her aunt about those problems as her aunt was a person 

who did not “have love for children” (FG 8 (written part), 18).  

Parents’ Aspirations for their Child’s Education  

Since the students I was talking to in my interviews and focus group discussions studied at a 

private secondary school one could already come to the conclusion that the parents do care 

about their children’s education as they invest more money than they would have to by 

sending their child to a government school. Private schools in Uganda are considered as being 

of higher quality when it comes to education than government schools. Looking at some 

families’ financial situation sending their child to a private school occurs as big challenge, 

the fact that they make it possible anyways shows that they see the need for their children to 
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receive good education which can enable them to live a better life in future.8 Many 

participants, however, reported that their parents support them very much by first of all 

providing the school fees, learning materials, and other things needed at school which enables 

the students to focus on their education only.9 But many parents also encourage their children 

and explain that education is important:  

“I am very happy to inform you that since I was born my parents had a will to educate 

me and of which god has made them to fulfil their will so my parents have allowed 

to educate me and told me this say that the roots of education are bitter but it’s fruits 

are sweet” (FG 8 (written part), 48). 

Other parents actively supported their children when they had difficulties in school. One boy 

wrote that he had some difficulties with reading and writing in primary school. His parents 

tried to teach him at home and he eventually learned how to read and write. Another students 

wrote: “Education: This was during the primary level, it was so good because I had some 

help from my parents. This made me complete my primary level well. And I was so happy 

for that good moment” (FG 3 (written part), 13). Other parents encourage their children to 

study well in order to get a good job in future:  

“My past events were not so difficult because my parents had hope to educate me 

because I was somehow wiser than my brothers so I had to move long distances in 

order to get knowledge which was challenging to me because I was a young boy.” 

(FG 3 (written part), 23). 

Some students were more critical about parents’ aspirations for their children’s education. 

“Yeah they leave school and in most, most cases even some parents are not bothered. ‘Cause 

some parents who never went to school they don’t care” (Interview 4, 100-102). During the 

focus group discussions with students at BUYOPA the lack of interest of parents in their 

children’s education was raised as well (FGB 1, 26-28, 21; FGB 2, 75-78, 79-80).  

 “D: It's parents, the issue of parents. Parents don't mind, they even don't want to 

know. They're being actually, they're actually financially unstable. Most. Even right 

now in this [indistinct]. They who are here. They say if they just go back home 

without anything, you're here, you always go back home make something to come 

and finish this course, that the challenge of getting money is a problem. Now what 

drives them often is they put in their minds: If I go back home to be like a, I'll be like 

my father who doesn't think of prosperity and growth most. He doesn't want to be like 

the parents again” (FGB 1, 86). 

                                                           
8 Cp. FG 5 (written part), 21-23, 77-81; FG 7 (written part), 43; FG 8 (written part), 4; FG 4, 64; FG 7, 37. 
9 Cp. FG 5 (written part), 21-23, 77-81; FG 7 (written part), 24-29; FG 8 (written part), 48, 52-53; FG 9 (written part), 4; 

FG 4, 47; FG 6, 43. 
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The lack of interest of parents in their children’s education was raised by secondary teachers 

in an evaluation report by the Ministry of Education and Sports (MES) about school drop-

out (MES (2012), p. 14). Other participants explained that their parents or one parent did not 

want to pay for their education or were not there to take care of their children. One girl told 

me that she would like to reach the university, her parents, however, told her already that 

they would not have the money to enable her to reach this level of education. 

5.2. School environment 

School life, learning environment, and study resources 

Students in Uganda spend a lot of their time at school. Not a few are in boarding school and 

only go home during the school holidays. Therefore, I found it important to include the 

category school environment in the study. Indicators such as the school life, learning 

environment, school infrastructure and study resources have an impact on educational 

achievement and students’ learning outcomes. With regards to the perceptions and opinions 

of my participants about their school one can observe the differences between private and 

government schools well. Many of my participants have been to government schools before 

and know the situation there. Therefore, a lot of students expressed their gratitude for being 

at Lifeline Senior Secondary school. Students appreciate the school in general, the staff, the 

teachers, and the food they receive at school.10  

“R: And why did you come here to go to secondary school? 

Girl: It has a good record of passing. So we like it [indistinct]. 

Boy: And here are also good teachers around. 

R: Mhm. So you heard about that. 

Girl: Good administration. 

Boy: Good beans… 

Girl: Yea even the beans are quite good. 

R: That’s important! 

Girl: Like yesterday we ate meat and rice” (FG 3, 82-93). 

Furthermore, the learning environment at school is mostly considered as a good one. Students 

can focus on their studies and if they have questions they can always turn to the teachers who 

help them with their studies. Especially before examinations the school provides preparation 

                                                           
10 Cp. FG 3 (written part), 38; FG 4 (written part), 7-11, 44-45, 58; FG 7 (written part), 37-38; FG 3, 82-93; FG 4, 39; FG 

6, 43; FG 8 (written part), 52-53. 
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classes in the evening. Students can study for their exams during that time and are supervised 

by teachers so that in case they have questions they have someone to turn to.  

“[…] like when you're at school, there are hard subjects but at least there you can go 

and consult teachers, they help you how to answer questions” (Interview 1, 26). 

The learning environment is therefore often considered as better than at students’ homes. At 

home, students often have their household duties which keep them from studying for classes 

or examinations:  

“It's because you will say you want to cook you want to fetch water, you want to look 

after the animals, what... doing everything at home, no one would be helping you and 

you would end up, the day has just gone without you even reading a book or even 

opening” (Interview 1, 19-20). 

Some students or their parents have problems at home (financial problems, problems with 

neighbors) which can distract students and disturb their focus and concentration on 

education:  

“Sometimes people get, when they're in school they get those challenges and your 

brain is somehow free. Because when your near at home all the time your brain is 

stressed with situations” (Interview 2, 27). 

For some students the situation is a very unfriendly one at home, as described in the previous 

chapter. One students explained that he stayed with his step-mother who used to treat him in 

a very bad way and who would even beat him. This is a very hostile environment, also for 

learning for school. Many students also raised the issue that even though the learning 

environment at school is good, the problems their parents have with paying the school fees 

bothers many students and makes them feel uncomfortable. Especially in the period of exam 

preparation some students have difficulties to focus on their studies as they do not know 

whether they will actually be able to take the exams (FG 2, 58; FG 3, 60-66, 109-116; 

Interview 1, 26). One student had to change schools a couple of times because his parents 

had problems paying his fees and other school requirements (FG 7, 47). Another boy said 

that he has difficulties balancing his education and the duties at home, he has to help his 

parents with farming and herding (FG 7 (written part), 16). This shows that the family 

background and the situation at home can have a strong influence on students’ learning 

environment and eventually on their educational outcomes. 

Another topic raised by my participants is the food at school. Lunch is the meal all students 

– whether they are in boarding or not – would have at school. The students told me that 
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overall they like the food. Once a week the school kitchen even offers meat and rice (the 

usual meal consists of posho and beans) (FG 3, 82-93; FG 4, 39). The food topic is actually 

an important one because parents must pay extra for their children’s lunch at school. Some 

parents are not able to pay for lunch though which leads to students not being able to eat at 

school.  

“I used to not eat at school ‘cause I’ve not paid and you know it is very hard for me 

to study when I have not eaten. So I used to suffer. Sometimes when, like after lunch 

like this you go to class, they teach you and you have not eaten you just feel like eat 

and [indistinct]. Sometimes you could come out, just go behind the kitchen pick posho 

that has fallen down then I ask for some soup and just begin eating right before I go 

to class” (Interview 4, 2). 

The problem of not eating at school combined with long distances some students have to 

walk to school every day leads to students being exhausted and tired already in the morning 

when they reach school. Furthermore, they have difficulties staying focused in class 

(Interview 4, 84-86; FG 3 (written part), 23; FG 10 (written part), 13-15).  

Regarding the work load in secondary school some students say the subjects are too many 

and the syllabus is too full. Especially the students in A-Level feel like there is a lot of 

pressure (FG 1, 16, 36; FG 2, 56). While students in primary school have only five different 

subjects they increase to 13 subjects in senior one and senior two in secondary school.  From 

senior three onwards students have to take ten different subjects (Interview 1, 29-30). Others, 

however say that this increase in subjects made them develop their character as they learned 

to be disciplined and study hard for all subjects (FG 2, 6-7). 

School infrastructure 

Some students say that the learning equipment at school is not enough (FG 5 (written part), 

59). For example book or pens are not enough at school which students perceive as 

challenging (FG 3, 36-38). With regards to school infrastructure, however, especially 

government schools are perceived as lacking behind private school. One student explains that 

teachers at government schools are not paid well enough to be able to sustain themselves. 

Often teachers have second jobs to add on their salary and make ends meet. The low salary 

demoralizes teachers who often do not attend their classes at school. This means, students 

come to school, they remain there but do not learn as their teachers do not come to class 

(interview 4, 87-94).  
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“Well, government schools they are not bothered, totally not bothered. Wherever they 

teach, wherever they don’t teach… and here, here it is somehow. But when you go to 

deep, deep village schools, teachers go to school at their own time and they go and 

they feel like… Others students, people go and stay at school and go home, that’s all. 

But there’s nothing like studying” (Interview 4, 59-66). 

Another issue is that classrooms are too small or not enough for the number of students 

attending the classes. Many students have to sit on the floor as there are not enough tables 

and chairs for all students. Some school in the villages do not have proper building so that 

when it rains students cannot come to school because it is flooded (Interview 4, 87-94). The 

problem secondary schools have regarding the infrastructure was also acknowledged by the 

Ministry of Education and Sport. In their Headcount report on Universal Secondary 

Education. One of the policy issues found was the high student-classroom ratio. The report 

states that in some schools there are 90 students in one classroom while the policy is to have 

a maximum of 40 students per class. As policy recommendations the report lists an increased 

investment in school infrastructure specifically in more qualified teachers as well as 

appropriate learning material (MES 2016, p. 16). Students criticize that the government does 

not allocate enough money to the education sector. Money that is needed to build more 

schools and to improve the infrastructure at existing ones:  

“And even if the money was rated to paying these teachers who teach education. But 

now the government has forgotten about education and it’s all they’re thinking about 

wars and keeping the army and paying the what? The soldiers” (FG 7, 79). 

Quality of education 

Students perceive the quality of education at their school as good. Some say this was the 

reason why they and their parents chose this school. They have seen that students had 

performed well in their O-Levels and A-Levels and passing records were high (FG 5 (written 

part), 19, 43-45; FG 3, 82-93). They also say their school provides high quality education 

compared to government schools. Were teachers often do not come to classes and where 

teachers have to rush through the syllabus because they do not have enough time (Interview 

4, 6, 60, 62; Interview 2, 49-54, 56). When it comes to the quality of education students often 

refer to their teachers who are well trained and teach them a lot, they also say that there are 

enough teachers at school (FG 8 (written part), 38-39, 52-53; FG (written part), 14-15, 26; 

FG 4, 39). 
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“My parents managed to bring me to Bukedea lifeline where learners discover their 

potentials and pursue it. Where I have confident that will pass with flying colours” 

(FG 3 (written part), 44). 

Furthermore, the students value not only the good academic performance but also the extra-

curricular activities offered at school. The students perform well at competitions with other 

schools (FG 7 (written part), 37-38). Compared to other schools in Bukedea district students 

perceive their school as one of the best: 

“Our school was not performing well. But right now the school is becoming a winner 

of all schools in Bukedea district, for instance, last year we B.L.L.S. had 14 division 

1 student and we are nor that this year we shall get more than that” (FG 9 (written 

part), 8).  

“In past our school Life got 21 students in division one the rest in division two so 

school administration played this role in academics” (FG 9 (written part), 19). 

What is critical, however, is the government’s policy of no-repetition. Schools are requested 

to bring all students to the next level of education, event those who did not perform well 

enough. The MES lists this as one of the policy issues in their report on Universal Secondary 

education:  

“Repetition: Some students are denied to proceed to senior four by their head teachers 

following anticipated poor performance in national examinations. It is also important 

to note that students who repeat cease to be eligible hence elimination from the 

program.” (MES (2016), p. 16).  

As mentioned before, a student who has to repeat a class is no longer eligible for the Universal 

Post Primary Education program which can lead to long term drop-out since parents cannot 

afford the regular school fees. However, sending students to the next class even though their 

performance in the exams were low can lead to students not being able to catch up with the 

syllabus in the higher classes.  

“And indeed they’re saying that, of course the government says there is no failing so all, 

they have all to go. Even one has failed. So that gives the future of what? The people. So 

even you have failed or you have passed you have to go to the next class so when you reach 

P7 definitely you have to fail” (Interview 4, 96). 

Peers 

Peer groups (good or bad ones) do influence the educational achievement and attainment of 

students. In a positive way peers at school can make a students feel comfortable in the 

environment, friends can motivate and encourage each other to study and to achieve good 

educational outcomes (FG 6 (written part), 36; FG 7, 19): “Yea with some friends, they 
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educate you. Yea I can find good friends where in case they are learning… really you can 

enjoy learning with your friends” (FG 5, 88-92). Students see the benefits of having friends 

at school (FG 5 (written part), 89-93). By being friendly and open minded students see that 

they enjoy school life more and that their relationship with teachers improves as well. Some 

even said their educational achievement improved eventually (FG 7, 19). 

“In my primary Education; I wasn’t friendly and most terms I hated school 

But later through my friends […] I learnt the benefits of being at school b’se there 

was a saying education is a key to success. 

As time went on I became friendly and indeed my performance changed and I saw 

my self ex[…] better than I used to” (FG 5 (written part), 12-15). 

Peer groups, however, can also have a negative influence on young people. One participant 

told us his experience during a focus group discussion: 

“The past had been so good for me I did well in my S.1 S.2 class but I hit a snag when 

I got involved in drug abuse, I felt good due to the peer influence but I started failing 

in my education” 

He has changed the school and is no longer under the influence of his former peer group. 

Now he is counseling his new friends about staying away from peer groups who might have 

a bad influence by involving them in drug abuse. The new school and the new friends help 

him to face the challenges from his past and he is on a good way to get back to his good 

educational performance (FG 9 (written part), 17, 36, 56).  

Participation in extra-curricular activities 

Extra-curricular activities at school can bring out students’ talents and help developing them. 

They can lead to strengthened educational aspirations and shape the expectations and goals 

for the future work life (FG 7, 38; FG 5 (written part), 142-143).  

“1. My being in Lifeline has made me to discover a lot of things like talents fine Art 

and design. 

2. I hence also discovered that it is good to […] with others and the benefits it brings 

to be friends.. 

3. 4 now I am now got to know how to relate with other pp’le […] teachers. 

4. It has made me to discover a […] in Music Dance and Drama 

5. I am one who plans to be a hard working man in future and I want to finish my 

education” (FG 5 (written part), 89-93). 

Extra-curricular activities can also help in developing soft skills. One girl explained in a focus 

group discussion that her position as a school speaker made her be more confident in speaking 

in front of many people (FG 2 23-24). Other students are in the debate club where they can 
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develop their language skills but also learn how to formulate arguments well and to think 

critically (FG 2, 16-18; FG 7, 21; FG 7 (written part), 20-21, 45-47). 

“He participated in a debating competition with the topic HIV/AIDS in Soroti 

- The Lifeline Senior Secondary school competed against other schools 

- Afterwards they were able to go to the national parliament in Kampala” (FG 

2, 16-18) 

The debating club qualified for the National Debate Competition in Kampala. The students 

together with a teacher had the chance to travel to that capital for one weekend and meet 

students from schools all over the country. “I always looked up on to debating since it has 

been my guideline in life and understanding my world coz I can express everything I feel 

thro’ debate […].” (FG 7, (written part), 20). I joined them for the trip and gained some 

insights in debating as well as was able to explore the benefits of such extra-curricular 

activities. Students are brought together and are able to make friends with people from 

everywhere in the country. The teacher who supervised the Lifeline debate team participated 

in those competitions himself when he was in secondary school and met his colleagues and 

opponents from back in those days again. They were either teachers as well and came as 

supervisors with their teams, or they had now become jurors of the debates. Such 

competitions are a good ways for students to network and to make friends outside their family 

and community which can be an advantage in future when it comes to searching for jobs. 

This not only holds true for the debate club, but also for other clubs like the Music, Dance, 

and Drama (MDD) club and any other club which enables students to take part in 

competitions and get in contact with students from other parts of the country. Such clubs also 

train students’ soft skills, confidence, and networking abilities. “I was… in the past I was a 

fearess man but right now in the secondary I’m not fearing those things, I joined the MDD 

club and now I’m like a champion” (FG 7, 19). Furthermore, extra-curricular activities can 

help some students to improve their situation at school. Here it is worth telling the experience 

of one boy who improved his situation by contesting for the position of the head boy at 

school. After he had lost both parents he now stayed with his uncle who was no longer able 

to pay his school fees. Nevertheless, he stayed at school where he could go to classes but 

could not get lunch since his guardian had not paid for it (I have described this problem earlier 

in the section about lunch at school). He then decided to contest for the position as head boy 

at school. There are some privileges attached to this position such as lunch and sometimes 

even supper (FG 7 (written part), 49). He describes the duties he has as head boy as follows:  
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“As a head boy, like I supervise, like on, I supervise. Yeah. Much as the [general?] 

power related to the HB but then I supervise like throughout the week, I help teachers, 

like cleaning of the school. By the time they come to school they find it when the 

school is clean. I make sure all the classes I’ve kept them clean. I make sure that other 

students don’t disturb others. Yeah so I coordinate between teachers and the students. 

That is it.” (Interview 4, 2-6). 

He improved his situation at school - which is a result of the loss of is parents and the bad 

financial situation of his guardian – by engaging more in school life and in extra-curricular 

activities.  

Extra-curricular activities at school also foster the integration of students in the school life as 

well as their motivation and identification with the school and all its members (Interview 3, 

18; FG 7 (written part), 13-14; FG 7 (written part), 37-38); FG 5 (written part), 83-85).  

Teachers 

Teachers are an important group of people in the lives of students. Young people spend a lot 

of time at school and teachers are the adults students are in contact with most apart from the 

adults in their families. It is therefore important to look at teachers and how students perceive 

them. Most of the students told me that their teachers teach them well at school. Students 

understand the contents in class and teachers have an open ear for questions and encourage 

students to ask them if they do not understand.11 The relationship between students and 

teachers is an important one, for teachers to be able to teach the students well and to give 

good advice, it is essential that students trust their teachers. Also because many students are 

in boarding and teachers have the responsibility to assure their well-being at school: “[...] 

always love your teachers b’se they are our parents at school her” (FG 5 (written part), 66). 

A good relationship with teachers can help students to integrate easier in the school 

environment:  

“I had everything that I needed but I only felt like I'm missing home. Missing my 

mother, my friends. But with time I came to cope up with boarding and teachers loved 

me, my fellow students liked me” (Interview 3, 18). 

“And I started creating friends, and greeting teachers to be my friends so I’m now 

enjoying secondary life which is so, so good in my studies” (FG 7, 19). 

Teachers also encourage students to put effort in their education as it will help them in future 

and in the labor market (FG 7 (written part), 50-51; FG 10 (written part), 51-53, 81-82). 

                                                           
11 Cp. Interview 2, 26; FG 4 (written part), 9, 34, 44; FG 5 (written part), 62; FG 6 (written part), 41-42; FG 7 (written 

part), 37-38, 51; FG 8 (written part), 39, 56; FG 6, 14, 43 



53 |  

 

According to the students teachers also teach students “good morals” and discipline and 

respect for elders (FG 4 (written part), 11, 31-34). 

But some participants also state that the quality of teaching is not as good in other schools. 

Especially in government schools teachers are not paid well which forces some to take on a 

second job. This has a negative impact on their attendance at school and the learning 

outcomes for students (Interview 4, 2, 60, 68, 88; Interview 2, 49-54).  The advantage of 

working as teacher in a government school, however, is that the salary will be paid at some 

point even though it might delay at times. This security is not given at all private schools. It 

happens that teachers are simply not paid their salary. Furthermore, job security is higher at 

government schools. Usually, teachers are not fired easily at government school (Interview 

4, 68-70, 135-140; FG 4 (written part), FG 7, 79; 108, 79). 

Some students also emphasize that there are enough teachers at the school and they are all 

well trained. This is not the case at all schools in Uganda. Especially in government 

secondary schools many teachers are not trained well enough and often the student teacher 

ratio is high. This was also found by the Ministry of Education and Sports in their 

Boarding vs. day school 

Overall most students stated that being in boarding school is better than being a day scholar. 

The main reason is again the learning environment at home. Students explain that staying at 

school has the advantage that they have more time to read their books and study their subjects 

as there is less distraction than at home (Interview 1, 15-20; Interview 2, 24-27; FG 3 (written 

part), 28).  

“When I sat for my examinations, primary leaving examinations, I got 15 aggregates. 

But still my parents was not happy when I got fifteen aggregates, he wanted me to 

get the distinction one, but I said ‘how can I get the distinction one, when you have 

not done what? Taking me to the boarding section’” (FG 4, 64). 

Furthermore, one has the chance to always ask teachers if there is a question and it is easier 

to attend the preparation classes in the evening (FG 3 (written part), 28). The distractions at 

home are not only students’ household duties and sometimes farming or herding the family’s 

animals, it is also more general problems the family has: 

“Boarding school is better because you have time to read. You don't have time to 

stress for what's happening there at home. Sometimes people get, when they're in 

school they get those challenges and your brain is somehow free. Because when 

you’re near at home all the time your brain is stressed with situations. You hear that 
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this, this, you hear and see what's happening. And you may see, and you may see that 

my future is not clear” (Interview 2, 27). 

Another advantage boarding students have is that they do not have to walk long distances to 

school (FG 9 (written part), 4). But there are also problems students face when staying in 

school most time of the year. The students would barely see their parents. There are visitation 

days but not all parents can come to see their children because they have to work or live too 

far away from school (FG 1, 34). Furthermore, boarding school comes with additional costs 

which can bring families in difficult financial situations (FG 1, 35). 

Government vs. private school 

As stated in previous indicators already, students and parents regards private school usually 

as better than government schools when it comes to the quality of education. The two main 

issues students see at government schools are the situation of teachers and the infrastructure 

of schools. Students also criticize the governments’ expenditure on education. Especially 

teachers often do not earn enough to make ends meet and therefore have to work second jobs 

at times. This has negative effects on teachers’ attendance at school as well as on their 

motivation to do their job well (Interview 2, 45-59). Since private schools are often owned 

by a private person or organization it is important for the owners to provide a high standard 

of education. Only if students’ educational outcomes are good the school can attract more 

students and keep it running (Interview 4, 59-66). The advantage at government school is 

however, that teachers have more job security and can be sure to receive their salary. At 

private schools it can happen sometimes that teachers are being cheated and not paid at all 

(Interview 4, 68-70, 135-140; FG 4 (written part), FG 7, 79; 108, 79). 

5.3. Community Social Capital 

Like we have seen before, there are not only positive effects resulting from social capital. 

This also holds true for community social capital. On the one hand the community can 

provide a prosperous environment for children and foster their education. On the other hand, 

the social capital within a community and the excess of inner community ties can lead to 

social exclusion of “outsiders”.  

Negative community capital 

Some students told me about their experience of social exclusion within their neighborhood 

and the community. This can be due to their own or their family’s background. Sometimes, 
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people who are from a different region or a different tribe are confronted with suspicion and 

hostility (FG 7, 82-90). 

“Whenever my brothers went to their place, because in our village, children, like 

going, like go to this place you can eat from there, like when mom has not finished 

to cook yet, you go to this place, you eat from there. And they see my brothers there, 

they chase them that ‘You go back to your home, for us we don’t want to see you 

here, because your mother is a what? A Karamojong. For us, we are not Karamojong 

here. We don’t like Karamojong, they are very backward’.” (FG 4, 45) 

This example shows that there are strong community ties, however, it is only members of the 

community who actually benefit from those ties. Presumed outsiders, in this case, the family 

from the neighboring region Karamoja, are excluded from the social life and do not benefit 

from the community social capital. Social exclusion can also be observed when it comes to 

opportunities for students in education but also for graduates in the labor market. One 

example brought up by participants was the possibility of receiving a sponsorship from the 

local government for tertiary education. However, students are only eligible to apply for such 

a sponsorship in their own region.  

“[…] there is this opportunity the government gives, like, students got a merit. But 

now like me, I’m not an Iteso. But like when I go to A’level, I pass very well, and I 

qualify for this [indistinct] headquarters to pay for me, they will not pay for me 

because I’m not an Iteso, see that? So there is sort of some segregation” (FG 7, 65-

67). 

Such sponsorships are usually meant for students who have very good results in their A-

Levels. They are very valuable because many students and their families cannot afford 

tertiary education and without a sponsorship it would be not possible or at least very difficult 

for many families to enable their children to go to university. Social exclusion can also be 

observed later on when graduates are starting their job search. Participants reported that it is 

important for them to have a network of people who are in high positions in the labor market 

and who can help getting them a job. This is especially difficult for young people from poor 

background as their social network often does not reach this far (FG 3, 158-164, 245-252; 

FG 4, 89-93, 161-163).  

“The village where I come does not receive even [indistinct] has no fertilizer. It's only 

what people can do in that place it's only keeping cattle like that, at most” (Interview 

2, 28-33). 

Coming from a poor background and living in a community where the infrastructure is not 

well developed, where people can only focus on the very basic income generating activities, 
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perspectives for young Ugandans are low as well as their chances of building up a network 

that can help them in their education and job search. 

Another negative effect of social capital within the community is what was mentioned before 

with regards to the responsibility to support the family. Young people who have been 

successful in completing their education and finding a job face some pressure not only from 

the own family but also from the community.  

“Me I want to go and get a job from far from my village. I won’t be near my village 

because when you are in the village then people disturb you when you come and they 

want a lot of money […]” (FG 6, 107).  

There is the expectation within a community that those members that are better off share their 

wealth, their connections, or their power with the whole community in order to improve the 

group’s situation as a whole. This is seen as a problem and as pressure by some students as 

it puts a burden on them at an early stage of their career already and might hinder young 

people to push their career to the next level. As mentioned before, Adler calls this 

‘overembeddedness’ of an individual in her or his social relationships and occurs when 

excess claims on members hamper their individual advancement.  

Positive community capital 

This expectation by the community, however, translates into young Ugandans attitudes and 

goals for their future. I found that an important part of students’ ambition to be successful in 

their education and to get a good job in future is based on their willingness to support their 

community and to help develop their country. One participant wrote about the goals for the 

future the following: 

“Helping others to live in better standards of living 

- Helping poorer people for example by paying their school fees 

- Helping poorer people in the villages who cannot afford new clothes, food or 

medical help by buying them those things 

- Examples would be some parliament members in the district who help poorer 

people, as well as the directors of the lifeline schools who help students with 

sponsorships/scholarships” (FG 1, 60-63). 

This example not only shows the problems people are facing in the country, but shows the 

initiative private people take in order to mitigate problems within the community. The 

Lifeline schools themselves are an example of how community social capital can function 

and make a positive impact in the society. The schools were built and are owned by brothers 

who had to go through difficulties themselves during their education. One brother received a 
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sponsorship through a Non-Government-Organization which helped him complete his 

secondary education. All brothers were able to complete university and to find a job which 

enabled them to build a school in their home district. Inspired by their own educational career 

and the challenges the faced during this period the brothers decided to establish schools 

which are affordable not only for those students from wealthy families. Furthermore, they 

managed to establish partnership agreements with international NGOs who provide 

sponsorship for young people in need. The responsibility to not only help themselves but also 

to support the family and community once they have the ability to do so is embedded in 

young Ugandans’ future goals and aspirations already at a young age.12 Helping the 

community is another motivation for young students and their educational achievement. A 

high level of education increases the chances of finding a good job which in turn enables 

them to support the community. Helping people benefits the young people as well. By 

supporting their community they will earn their respect as well as the blessing from God:  

“And when you come back and help them they will keep on blessing you they would 

be adding you more and more. And even God will bless you, because God says ‘help 

those ones who are in need’ and somewhere also they will also help you. That’s why 

I want to also go to university, so that I will also develop even the country, feels pride 

because of me. Even the family, friends and even the teachers, even this school. If I 

go to university they will say ‘our girl from Lifeline’. That’s why I want to go to 

university” (FG 4, 139). 

Earning the respect of the community seems to be an important driver for students’ 

educational aspirations. Achieving a high level of education makes the community proud that 

one of their members has achieved such a level and the knowledge the students gain on their 

way can be translated into help and support for the community as a whole (FG 1, 49-55; FG 

6, 107).  

But it is not only the young people who have achieved a high level of education and are then 

able to give back to the community that shows how community social capital works in this 

case. It also works the other way around. Students can benefit from the community social 

capital already throughout their education. The student I mentioned before in this context 

told me about the support her father gets through his Christian community. In this case the 

community does not consist of a village or neighbors but rather a Christian association with 

                                                           
12 FG 4 (written part), 62-66, 68-69; FG 5 (written part), 135-137; FG 6 (written part), 61-62; FG 7 (written part), 59-60; 

FG 8 (written part), 62, 66-68, 71, 73, 75; FG 9 (written part), 4, 50, 54, 56; FG 1, 24, 60-63; FG 2, 30-33; FG 4, 138; FG 

6, 100. 
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strong ties that are not restricted to a local place. Community members live outside Uganda 

as well (USA, Canada, or Kenya). Through his strong ties with community members her 

father received a lot of support from the community, especially for his children’s education 

(Interview 3, 3-4). Another student reports that due to the difficult financial situation of her 

family they needed to lend money from people in the community for her education. In order 

to finish her primary education she went to local leaders in her community and asked for their 

support which eventually helped her to graduate (Interview 1, 4). The possibility of receiving 

a government sponsorship was mentioned before and is seen as exclusive to a certain group 

of students. Nevertheless my participants regard sponsorships as important opportunity, 

especially for their university education (FG 4, 79-84, 86; FG 7, 53-55, 65-70).  

5.4. Students’ Networks 

After elaborating on family social capital and parents’ networks and their importance for 

educational outcomes in Uganda, I would like to include students’ networks as well in my 

analysis. Especially, at an advanced level of education – like secondary school – students are 

able to develop their own networks and to work on their own social capital which might help 

them in the present, in their education, but also in the future for their professional career. This 

indicator combines both students’ own social networks at school and the community but also 

their conversations with other adults.  

Looking at the school life first, having good relationships with both other students and 

teachers helps creating a fruitful atmosphere and learning environment. Students can 

motivate each other to study and teachers can be consulted when there are questions about 

the learning content. For some students a good network at school is especially important as 

it improves their situation considerably. One example is one of my participant whose 

situation was explained in the sections before already. He is an orphan and lives with his 

guardian who does not pay his school fees and who is in a difficult financial situation himself. 

The boy has therefore not been able come up with the required school fees. Nevertheless, his 

engagement at school and his good relations with teachers and staff members allowed him to 

continue his education and which even earned him some privileges: 

“Only that people used to like me, teachers used to like me. So whenever they could 

chase, they would not chase me, sometimes they could leave me […] And when I 

reached Senior 3, I said let me contest for, to become a head boy. Then God help and 

I went through. I used to not eat at school ‘cause I’ve not paid and you know it is very 

hard for me to study when I have not eaten. So I used to suffer […]” (Interview 4, 2) 
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“I thank the school because it takes good care of me since I am the Head boy, I do get 

some privileges much as I am a dayschollar, the school provide me [lunches] and 

sometimes supper. So even when I have not got food at home, I am happy” (FG 7 

(written part), 49). 

Another student told me about her good relationship with the director of her primary school 

who supported and encouraged her in her education: 

“My director has really loved me. Even before I joined the organisation I was being 

sponsored by the director, she was paying my fees. We went for some tour to Entebbe, 

I went with my director. We went there just, she just wanted to have a moment with 

me. On reaching there we had just social life, like mommy and daughter. She just 

really loved me because I was social, I was free. Not like the first time when I joined. 

But from there that is when my director loved me and she was really free with me 

[…]” (Interview 3, 18). 

“My director told me ‘I would really support you if you, anywhere, you want to do 

any education pursue you want to get, all you need is just work hard. So you’re now 

leaving me you’re joining a new environment so you just need to work hard and go 

through’” (Interview 3, 40). 

But not only having good relationships with teachers can help students in their education and 

in their professional career. One participant suggested that young people should pursue their 

future goals by getting in touch with people who have already achieved them. Engaging with 

people who work in a given field of interest already can be beneficial as one can draw on 

their experience and ask for advice on how to best go about achieving this goal (FG 5, 114). 

Social networks are important for young people in Uganda to find a job in the first place. 

Knowing people in a certain field of interest helps to get a position there. One students has 

an uncle who works of a big international organization and who advised him to get a 

university degree as this would enhance his chances to work with such an organization. This 

student also stated that not only a university certificate is necessary to find a job, but also a 

good network:  

“[…] right now in Uganda everything is about having network. If there is no one in 

front of you, you cannot get anything from there. So if you have someone, they can 

help you join. [...] But mostly right now university, even if you graduate, no. As long 

as there is no network for you like someone ahead who can help there are little 

chances […]” (FG 7, 94). 

Students need to build up their own social networks in order to be successful in their 

professional career but also while they are in school a good network is necessary for 

educational achievement and attainment. Networks can be built through extra-curricular 

activities such as national competitions between schools from all regions of the country. But 
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there must also be opportunities for young people to get in contact with professionals in order 

to benefit from their experience and expertise and to use this opportunity to broaden their 

network to outside their own community. 

5.5. Financial Capital 

Throughout the previous chapter the financial capital of families came up as an issue already. 

Especially, the payment of school fees poses a problem on students and leads to insecurity 

and negative educational outcomes. I will not go into too much detail about financial capital 

and its role in education as this is a broad enough topic to write another thesis about. 

Nevertheless, I included financial capital as indicator as it plays an important role in students’ 

lives and as it affects their education. Furthermore, as Coleman explains, financial capital 

plays an important role for the social capital within a family because it can provide resources 

for educational achievement like a fixed place to study at home, learning materials, but it is 

also a resource that helps smooth family problems (1988, p. S109). This section will show 

that the importance of financial capital for family social capital and eventually for students’ 

educational outcomes is significant. This is especially demonstrated by the absence of 

financial resources in families.  

The financial background of a family does have a great impact on a student’s educational 

achievement and attainment. Students reported that they worry a lot about financial issues at 

home. Especially with regards to fees payment, an unstable financial situation strongly 

affects students’ ability to focus on their education and this can lead to lower results.13  

“As I said there's only the challenge that I think is... 'cause sometimes when you go 

and try to read your brain is almost like tired 'cause all the time you are thinking of 

who will take over from this. And they tell you that next year you may not be able to 

come to school” (Interview 2, 38). 

“This term the fees were cleared. It was very easy to be at school because everything 

was cleared” (FG 3 (written part), 29). 

With regards to dropping out of school financial capital plays an important role as well. Many 

students reported that they could not go to school first or dropped-out in the course of their 

education due to the financial situation at home. Some parents could not pay the school fees 

and their children had to leave school until the fees were paid (Interview 1, 3-6; FG 7 (written 

part), 24-29; FG 4 (written part), 18). 

                                                           
13 Cp. FG 3 (written part), 11, 26; FG 4 (written part), 40-42, FG 7 (written part), 16; FG 9 (written part), 34; FG 2, 58; 

Interview 1, 3-6; Interview 2, 18-21. 
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Other students had to go back home to help at the farm or find their own ways to financially 

contribute to the family’s income: 

“During my primary I face most of the problems, parents were poor so their could not 

be able to pay my school fee but I went back I help them carry out farming for 1 year 

to enable me to get fee & I completed ma P.7 in 2014. I got 17 agregates” (FG 7 

(written part), 4) 

This shows the importance of financial capital for families’ social capital. When financial 

resources are not available problems occurring within the family need the attention of all 

family members including the children at school. Not only students’ educational achievement 

is negatively affected due to distraction caused by insecurities about fees payment, but there 

is also a negative effect with regards to educational attainment as some students drop out of 

school in order to contribute to the family’s financial capital. For many students in Uganda 

the lack of financial capital within families are one of the main factors that cause young 

people to drop out of school. Especially, in the focus group discussions and interviews with 

students at BUYOPA it became clear that the lack of money combined with a high number 

of siblings forced many students to stop the formal education early and to look for cheaper 

options to gain knowledge and skills which can eventually help them to find an occupation.14  

This also reflects in the mismatch of the age-group and the respective level of education. 

Some of the participants in my focus groups were much older than their classmates because 

they had to repeat classes due to missing school fees or because they dropped out of school 

for a certain time to support the family at home. In one of my focus groups with students in 

Senior 2 the participants were between 13 and 19 years old when the usual age in Senior 2 

should be between 13 and 14 years. This also affects the government’s Universal Secondary 

Education program which has to follow the non-repetition policy. Students who have to 

repeat a class are no longer eligible to the program and the government stops providing free 

education for those students. 

Financial capital plays also role with regards to students’ educational attainment. When asked 

about their goals for the future and whether they would like to complete the A-Levels and 

then go to university many students indicated that this would be their dream, however, not a 

likely scenario due to the lack of financial resources. Therefore, students opt for the second 

option which entails the completion of the O-Levels (Senior 4) and taking on a course at a 

                                                           
14 Cp. Interview 6, 12-18; FGB 1, 16-18, 21, 26-28, FGB2, 19, 21, 22-23. 
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vocational institute (FG 3 (written part), 60; FG 4 (written part), 80-81). Even if students are 

able to complete the A-Levels there is still no certainty that they can actually get to university 

level since the tuition fees in tertiary education are very high. Additionally there are not many 

universities in Uganda. They are mostly located in big cities where living expenses are higher 

than in the countryside (FG 1, 37; FG 4, 79-84, FG 2, 60).  

5.7. Occupational Expectations 

According to the Uganda National Household Survey the age group below 15 years 

constituted more than half of Uganda’s total population in 2016/17. The age group between 

14 and 64 years constituted with 51% the largest share of the total population compared to 

48% in 2012/13 (UBOS (2018), p xiii). Garcia and Fares (2008) state in their book on Youth 

in Africa’s Labor Market that young African face several challenges in their transition to the 

labor market: Many young people enter the labour market very early and without the 

necessary preparation and qualification. Even though education improved in many African 

countries, the primary completion rate is still the lowest worldwide. Furthermore, youth in 

Africa spends on average five years at home inactively before finding a job, in Uganda the 

period of inactivity is around three years on average (pp. xxvii – xxviii). This also reflects in 

my data. Students told me that they perceive it as very difficult to find a job in Uganda and 

that it can take up to two years before they find an occupation (FG 3, 237-244; FG 4, 94; 

Interview 3, 60).  

“R: Ok so why do you think, why is it so difficult to find a job? 

Girl: Most difficult, like in Uganda, you don’t have enough jobs and our population 

is too much” (FG 3, 245-246). 

Even graduates with high qualifications and university degrees have difficulties to find a job 

in Uganda. One boy explained that many of the Boda Boda drivers15 in Kampala do actually 

have a university degree but they cannot find jobs and therefore have to work in these highly 

insecure, dangerous, and underpaid jobs (FG 7, 79). Another problem which causes high 

unemployment in Uganda raised by the students is the age limit bill. Recently, controversial 

discussions took place in the country about the government’s attempt to remove the age limit 

                                                           
15 Boda Bodas are motorcicles used as taxis in Uganda. The drivers often do not obey traffic rules and drive at high risks 

which puts them and others in danger. A UN report stated that only in Kampala around 10 people die every day in 

accidents caused by boda bodas (cp. Daily Monitor (March 2018): Boda accidents kill 10 in Kampala daily – UN. 

Abailable: http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Boda-accidents-kill-10-city-UN-report-Kampala/688334-4324032-

15oru2dz/index.html [accessed 7th October 2018]. 
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on the presidency which would allow the Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni (74 years old) 

to run again for the next presidential elections in 2021.  

“Now people are saying that they should bring what? Age limit, so that even the youth 

can also access the jobs. You see, maybe we want to be a president, but now you see 

our president is there still and yet he is very old for the what? The job. So people that 

I wish they could bring the age limit, so that even us the youth we can also get, instead 

of us to sit at home, to struggle, to gamble life like that when we are having what? 

The papers. So they say that they should bring what? Age limit. So that they will help 

those poor in low land areas” (FG  4, 116). 

The young people fear that this would also translate into public offices where positions are 

hold by ‘old people’ who do not make space for the young population (FG 4, 107-112, 113-

116, 118). 

Others say that even though there are not many jobs in the country people should not use this 

as an excuse for lowering their educational aspirations.  

“[…] we say there are no employment opportunities in Uganda, yeah it’s true they 

are not there but it is better to try. That’s the excuse we, the way the use are giving 

for not studying when you tell somebody go to school and they say ‘no, jobs are over 

now’ I don’t [indistinct]. So that’s the excuse they normally give. But I don’t think 

it’s… it is a very lame excuse. Yeah. Very lame” (Interview 4, 106). 

Therefore, the government encourages young people to become job creators instead of job 

seekers (Interview 3, 60; FG 5, 65-66). Furthermore, the government tries to foster students’ 

abilities in Science subjects. The students say, however, that there are many Scientists who 

do not find occupations in their fields (FG 2, 67). On the other hand, many students are eager 

to complete tertiary education because certificates of higher education are regarded as 

necessary for accessing well-paid jobs (FG 4, 132-133, 137). Certificates of lower education 

are more and more losing their value in the labor market. Therefore, the students predict that 

in the future a university degree will be the only way to access jobs in the country. 

Regarding regional differences when it comes to job opportunities students mostly said that 

there are more job opportunities in big cities such as the capital Kampala (FG 3, 218-236; 

FG 6, 87-92). In some occupations, however, it is worth going back to rural areas and small 

villages. As a doctor, for example, one would have many competitors in urban areas. 

Therefore, doctors should rather go to rural areas where people are in need of medical 

treatment (FG 5, 73-77). Also teachers have better chances to find jobs in rural areas as there 

is a need for qualified teaching staff in villages. Also the Ministry of Education and Sports 

formulated the goal of increasing the number of qualified teachers in secondary education 
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especially in rural areas. In the financial Year 2016/17 420 teachers were deployed in the 

sub-sector (MoES 2017, 99-100). 

With regards to challenges in the labor market students raised the issue of corruption which 

keeps many young people from accessing jobs in Uganda. Corruption basically reflects in 

two ways. To get into a certain position in Uganda it is often necessary to offer a bribe to the 

recruiting person. Such bribes are usually higher in urban areas than in the countryside. The 

recruiter would then decide according to the amount of the bribe which candidate is hired.16 

Furthermore students report that in order to get a job it is important to know people who are 

in this occupation already and who have influence on the recruiting process. It is a form of 

nepotism which excludes a large number of young Ugandans from accessing jobs (FG 3, 

245-252; FG 4, 89-93; 161-162): 

“And in the most cases these things, it depends on, they will ask you: who, you’re a 

child, a son of who? Are you a son of the President? Are you a son of the Minister? 

That’s how you can qualify to get a big post in the government” (FG 7, 69). 

In some cases applicant also experience forms of social segregation and discrimination based 

on their tribe or regional background (Interview 3, 60-61; FG 1, 71.73; FG 7, 65-67, 81). 

“Ya you have to have a good network. That’s ‘cause, like, when you are reading 

about… ‘cause they were debating on who should replace Museveni. And they were 

like, the speaker of the parliament, but she’s a Busoga, and they saw that the Busoga 

are not much connected, they don’t have roots in the government. So it means either 

way she becomes the President, it will still be the Banyakore17 in the big offices” (FG 

7, 71). 

Woolcock (1998) described this negative implication of social capital as amoral familism. 

This form of social capital can lead to social exclusion of certain groups of the society. As 

Adler (2002) stated that this carries the risk of social domination of one group over others 

which is especially the case in societies where unequal distribution of resources among 

groups is prevalent. If such a group additionally makes use of its social capital its dominance 

over other groups can be enhanced further (p. 32).  

5.8. Educational Aspirations 

Positive relationships between educational aspirations and social capital indicators are found 

in the literature between educational aspirations and parents’ aspirations for their child’s 

education, parent-child discussions, learning environment at home, community social capital, 

                                                           
16 Cp. Interview 3, 60-61; Interview 4, 129-134; FG 7, 121-126, 128, 129-131. 
17 The Banyakore from Ankore region in the South-West of Uganda is the ethnic group the president belongs to. 
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and peers. Educational aspirations are negatively linked to the family size and non-traditional 

family structures (Dika/Singh 2002, 42-43).  Educational aspirations as outcome measure 

was added later to the traditional outcome measures educational attainment and achievement 

that characterized research in earlier times. Researchers included especially indicators such 

as educational motivations and school engagement, and importance of school (Dika/Singh 

2002, p. 40). 

In my study I used educational aspirations as social capital indicators on the one hand in the 

context of family social capital (parents’ educational aspirations for their child and parent 

child discussions) and on the other hand as outcome measure with the focus on students’ own 

aspirations for their education and future as well as their motivations with regards to 

education. Further social capital indicators which are positively linked to educational 

aspirations are teachers, peers, and occupational expectations. Negative relationships were 

found between educational aspirations and occupational expectation (corruption in the labor 

market). 

Parents’ aspirations for their child’s education are important in this context as they have the 

ability to influence the child’s own aspiration as well as motivation and efforts put into the 

studies. This can be expressed by parents in o positive and encouraging way, but some 

students also reported incidents where a parent punish low academic results violently. When 

parents encourage and advise their children it positively adds to students’ own aspirations for 

their education and future. Many students expressed their motivation and commitment to 

educational achievement as a result of their will to please the parents and earn their pride. 

Furthermore, parents can influence their children’s educational aspirations and efforts 

through conversations about future plans and job wishes and opportunities for the child. 

Some students told me their parents wanted them to become doctors which made students 

put extensive learning effort in their science subjects as those are decisive for the admission 

to a medical course at university.  

But it is not only parents who can shape and impact students’ educational aspirations. Also, 

teachers contribute students’ motivation and study effort. Many students reported that they 

have a good relationship with their teachers and take their advices to heart. Peer influence 

also fosters students’ motivation for education. Having friends at school first of all creates a 

good atmosphere and comfort for students. Secondly, peers can motivate each other, they can 

form learning groups and benefit from each other during the learning process. Also older 



66 |  

 

peers can positively impact on younger students. One of the students at the secondary school 

shared his experience about his involvement in drug abuse with his class mates. He wants to 

counsel other students and advise them to focus on their education as well as staying away 

from bad peer influence. Occupational expectation can have a positive impact on students’ 

educational aspirations sine they provide goals they can work for. Students at the secondary 

school Lifeline often expressed their goals to complete high tertiary education. University 

degrees not only offer better paid jobs but they also earn young people the respect of their 

community and family. This motivates many students to pursue their goals despite the 

difficulties that might await them on their ways. The occupational goals students at BUYOPA 

expressed during focus group discussions and interviews were more straight forward and 

more concrete in comparison. On the one hand this was due to the fact that they already 

participated in a vocational training which prepared them for a specific job. On the other 

hand some of the students had their own families already who they needed to provide for and 

which put them under pressure to develop a realistic plan on how to earn money for their 

families. Also, the financial situation of the students at BUYOPA was precarious. Most of 

the students worked side jobs like brick laying or farming in order to fund their training and 

to support their families at home. Therefore, they’re educational aspirations were mostly 

limited to completing their current training which would enable them to find an occupation 

or open up their own businesses.  

Occupational expectations, however, can also have negative impacts on educational 

aspirations. Throughout my focus group discussions and interviews this showed mainly in 

students concerns about the corruption in the labor market. When access to jobs is restricted 

through tight social networks or the investment of money in form of a bribe students’ efforts 

and aspirations for their future can be harmed. The fact that a large number of highly qualified 

youth are unemployed and that it can take up to two to three years to find an occupation in 

Uganda has a discouraging effect on students. This might lower students’ motivation to put 

effort into their education and to proceed to a higher level. 

5.9. Educational Achievement 

It was mentioned before that educational attainment is mostly measured by grades or test 

scores in the literature (Dika/Singh 2002, p. 36). I do not use such measures in this study 

firstly, because defining educational achievement solely through grade and test scores is too 

one-dimensional as there are educational achievements that cannot and/or are not be 
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expressed through grades (e.g. soft skills). Secondly, I simply did not have access to the 

grades of my participants and therefore could not include them in this study. Nevertheless, 

the qualitative data provides insights the educational achievement of students and points out 

which social capital indicators have an impact on the educational achievements of students.  

According to the literature educational achievement is negatively impacted by the size of the 

family and non-traditional family (single-parents, step-parent, and orphanage) structures. 

Positive relations found in previous studies occur between educational achievement and 

parent-child discussion, parents’ educational aspirations for their child, and community 

social capital. Regarding indicators of students’ social capital participation in extra-curricular 

activities and peers are also positively associated with educational achievement (Dika/Singh 

2002, 41-42). 

I found similar relations in my data describing positive impacts of the social capital indicators 

school environment, teachers and quality of education, peers, community social capital, and 

participation in extra-curricular activities on educational achievement. Negative relations 

were found between educational achievement and financial capital as well as the living 

situation at home and community social capital. 

The school environment is significant for the educational achievement of students and 

especially for boarding students who spend most of their secondary life at school. The 

participants in my focus group discussions at the Lifeline school highlighted the positive 

learning atmosphere at school as well as the provision of preparation classes in the evening 

where students can study for their exams and are supervised by teachers who can answer 

questions when necessary. Teachers are regarded as qualified and approachable by students 

whenever they have questions. When students have good relationships with their teachers it 

improves the trust between both as well as the learning atmosphere at school. Furthermore, 

students take advice from their teachers and gain motivation which increases students’ 

learning efforts. Therefore the quality of education is regarded as high at this school and was 

mentioned by several students as deciding factor for them and their parents to choose this 

secondary school. The educational achievement of students in Senior 6, for example was 

decisive for one student to join Lifeline Senior Secondary school: “I admired to be a student 

of secondary level when I was a pupil and I hoped to join lifeline since the S.4 and S.6 

students had performed thoroughly well” (FG 5 (written part), 19). Students also emphasised 
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the importance of peers at school who not only create a good atmosphere for them but who 

can also have a motivating influence and on students’ learning efforts:  

But later through my friends I learnt the benefits of being at school b’se there was a 

saying education is a key to success. As time went on I became friendly and indeed 

my performance changed and I saw my self excel better than I used to” (FG 5 (written 

part), 12-15). 

Also, extra-curricular activities increase students’ educational achievement. One student 

reported that she improved her speaking abilities mostly through her position as school 

speaker (FG 2, 24). Extra-curricular activities at school, like different clubs students can 

engage in, help creating friends but also foster talents that are not covered by the formal 

curriculum.  

Community social capital offers students mostly a motivational resource. Many students 

emphasized their will to help their community once they have accessed a good job and can 

offer their gained resources to the community. Students at BUYOPA for example plan to 

forward their gained knowledge to the community by teaching others the skills they have 

learned or by employing members of the community at their workshops (FGB 1, 64, 66). 

This prospect of not only helping oneself through education but also empowering the 

community as a whole encourages many students to put effort into their educational 

achievement.  

The learning environment is an important factor for students’ educational achievement. 

Nevertheless, many students are not provided with the necessary resources ensuring their 

learning outcomes at home. The living situation often hinders students from focusing on their 

education and can lead to low educational performance. Family social capital indicators 

which have a negative impact on educational achievement are mainly the living situation at 

home, step-parents, (half-) orphanage, and the responsibility to support the family. As 

outlined before, there are several factors that limit students’ ability to focus on their education 

and produce good results at school. Especially, day students are often strongly involved in 

household or farming activities at home which poses a burden on their learning efforts. 

Furthermore, an unfriendly or even violent family environment has negative effects with 

regards to students’ learning abilities and eventually their educational achievement. Such 

situations were described by students who live with a step-parent at home, where domestic 

violence and abuse characterize their daily lives. Furthermore, young people who have lost 

one or both parents complain about discrimination and negligence by their guardians who 
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treat their natural children more favorable. Furthermore, problems at home created through 

negative community social capital like social exclusion of a family or parent affects students’ 

learning ability and educational achievement in the sense that the children lack necessary 

peace and comfort to focus on their studies. Lastly, it is financial capital and the problem of 

paying school fees that negatively affects educational achievement. Poor families lack the 

resources to provide children with necessary learning material. Students lack books or pens 

but also electricity is not reliable or even available in many households, especially in the 

countryside. Many students also reported that the insecure financial situation of their families 

poses pressure on them and distracts them especially before examination period. This is also 

the time when tuition fees are due and many students are concerned with gathering the needed 

financial resources from their families or relatives in order to be able to even participate in 

the examinations. Students described this as additional burden on top of their preparations 

for exams. Many say that they often fail to put enough effort into their educational 

achievement due to financial problems at home.  

With regards to the Universal Secondary Education policy educational achievement plays an 

important role because the access to the UPPET and UPOLET programs is restricted through 

academic performance of the respective students (UBOS 2017b, 3). This regulation seems to 

work in the opposite direction to the initial goal of the universal secondary education policy 

which was to provide access to secondary education all students in Uganda. Restricting the 

access to the UPPET program by only  giving admission to those students who achieved da 

certain result in their primary leaving examinations could exclude the part of the society 

which depends on free education most, the poor. This does not mean that students from poor 

families cannot achieve high educational results but due to the hardships and additional 

burdens they might have a disadvantage compared to other students who are provided with 

necessary learning equipment and a good learning environment.  

5.10. Educational Attainment 

The main indicator to measure educational attainment used in the literature is the drop-out 

rate, but also years of schooling. Drop-out rates according to findings in previous studies are 

positively linked to non-traditional family structures and the family size. Negative relations 

were found between educational attainment and parents’ aspirations for their child’s 

education, parent-child discussions, participation in extra-curricular activities, and 

community social capital (Dika/Singh 2002, p. 41).  
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Table 1: Percent of population aged 13+ by Education attainment and selected characteristics (UBOS 2017b, 38). 

The educational attainment at secondary schools in Uganda was measured by the Uganda 

Bureau of Statistics differentiating between urban and rural areas. Data on educational 

attainment was also collected in the several regional of the country. The table firstly shows 

the differences in urban and rural areas. Educational attainment is higher in cities that in the 

countryside. Furthermore, it shows that percentage of students who have completed a level 

significantly decreases the higher the level of education. In Teso region, where Bukedea 

district is located, more than half of the population that is 13 years or older have not 

completed primary school. Only 6.1 % of the students in the relevant age group completed 

the O-Levels and 1.9% graduated from secondary school by completing the A-Levels. Also, 

educational aspirations and occupational expectations come into play here. The percentage 

of young people who completed a certificate or diploma degree (3.5%) in Teso region shows 

that some students chose to take on a vocational training instead of continuing their secondary 

education up to the A-Levels. The participants in the focus group discussions at the Lifeline 

secondary school as well as at BUYOPA explained that those students whose families lack 

the financial resources provide their children with secondary education or with the advanced 

level (Senior 5 and Senior 6) often opt for vocational training institutes. These are easier to 

access and provide the opportunity to gradually upgrade to higher levels of education. 
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The indicators that are positively related to school drop-outs are especially financial capital 

and the lack of financial resources to cover the tuition fees. This is significant because the 

introduction of the Universal Secondary Education policy was targeted at removing such 

access restricting factors. With regards to financial capital there are mainly two factors lead 

to students dropping out of school: lack of financial resources to cover the tuition fees and 

children’s responsibility to support the family by contributing to the family’s income. 

Especially the students at BUYOPA who mainly dropped out of school before they reached 

secondary education reported that they could not continue with their education because the 

parents did not have the financial means to provide the school fees for their children (FGB 

1, 26-28; FGB 2, 19). Students also drop out because they are needed at home. The example 

of one boy who studied at BUYOPA shows that it is also the responsibility to support the 

family which keeps students from going to school. He had lost both parents and his older 

siblings left the home to create their own families. It is only him and his younger brother who 

still live at the family’s home. Because he is the older brother, he had to take over the role of 

the bread earner and provider of the small family. Therefore he dropped out of school in order 

to cultivate the family’s land and to take care of the few animals he owns in order sustain the 

family and to educate his younger brother. Students at Lifeline also reported that there were 

times when they temporarily dropped out of school to support their families at home and to 

contribute to the family’s income.  

“On my side, in the past I was in Lifeline primary. I faced a lot of problems, my 

parents failed to pay my school fees. So they encouraged me to go back, to help them 

to carry out farming for one year. So I went back, after one year I came back to 

school” (FG 7, 37). 

The family social capital and the living situation at home are indicators which are also 

positively linked to drop-out. One example mentioned before shows that an unfriendly family 

environment can lead students to stop their education: One boy stayed with his step-mother 

who abused and mistreated him at home. His father was a soldier and had left the country 

temporarily. The boy could no longer handle the hostile environment at home and ran away 

which eventually stopped him from going to school.  

The Ministry of Education and Sports investigated the reasons for the high drop-out rates in 

2012. In their Drop-out Report it was stated that the main causes for students’ drop-out 

identified by teachers at secondary school were early pregnancy, transfer of parents to other 

new areas, lack of interest in education by parents, students are involved in business 
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activities, and students get married (2012, p. 14). Early parenthood indeed is a cause for 

school drop-outs. Especially girls are affected because a school girl’s pregnancy 

automatically leads to an expulsion in most of the schools in Uganda (Interview 4, 95-99). 

Also boys are affected by early parenthood, this can be shown by the example of one of my 

participants in a focus group discussion at BUYOPA. He dropped out in secondary school 

because his parents could not cover his tuition fees. After staying at home for a while his 

girlfriend got pregnant and he became a young father which put a definite end to his 

secondary education career. He now had a family on his own he was responsible for (FGB 1, 

16-18). One of my interview partner raised the issue of early marriages in Uganda. He 

explained that in some regions, parents marry their daughter in order to gain a dowry from 

the usually much older groom (Interview 4, 95-99). Parents’ lack of interest in the education 

their children also causes drop-outs. Especially students at BUYOPA reported that many 

parents do not see the need to educate their children. Partly, because they are not educated 

themselves, and partly because of uncertain job opportunities (FGB 1, 21, 86).  

Social capital indicators that are negatively linked to students drop-out are parents’ 

aspirations for their child’s education, parents’ social networks, parent-child discussions, 

participation in extra-curricular activities. I have shown in the Chapter about family social 

capital that, especially parents whose financial resources are low put high efforts in the 

education of their children. Not only do parents aspire their children to go to school but they 

also invest in the quality of education by sending them to – in the case of the Lifeline 

Secondary school – a private school with a good reputation with regards to educational 

achievement of students. Not only parents’ aspiration come into play here but also their social 

networks. Especially, parents who have difficulties in raising the money for their children’s 

education can use their networks as resources to gain financial support. The father who 

engages strongly in a Christian organization and who therefore established a broad social 

network which enabled him to educate all his children, the older ones even up to university 

graduation shows the importance of family social capital and parents’ social networks for 

educational attainment. But also parent-child discussion positively influence students’ 

educational attainment. Especially, when students’ own educational aspirations are high and 

students demand the support of their parents. Finally, extra-curricular activities can hamper 

students’ drop-out from school. I would like to use an example I gave in a previous chapter 

again here. A boy who had lost both parents and who stayed with his guardians had only paid 
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school fees once in his very first term at secondary school. Because his mother died shortly 

after and his guardians could not raise money for his tuition fees, he would normally have 

dropped out of school. Nevertheless, through his networks at school he managed to continue 

with his education. He still had difficulties at school because his guardians also did not pay 

for his lunch at school and this negatively affected his learning abilities as well as his well-

being at school. Through his position as head boy he earned himself a number of privileges 

including free lunch at school. His participation and engagement in extra-curricular activities 

as well as his well-established networks with teachers and staff at school enabled him to 

proceed with his education against all odds. 

6. Discussion and Conclusion 
After the introduction and implementation of Universal Primary Education in Uganda the 

government made the right decision by carrying education forward and introducing Universal 

Secondary Education with the goal of granting every student access to secondary schools. 

The Ministry of Education and Sports is frequently assessing the UPPET and UPOLET 

programs in order to improve quality of and access to secondary education in Uganda.  

My approach was to focus on the perceptions and opinions of those stakeholders who are 

affected most by the USE policy and its implementation: the students in secondary education. 

Both, evaluations conducted by the Ministry of Education and Sports on the implementation 

of the UPPET and UPOLET programs as well as research on social capital in education, 

largely focused on stakeholders like head teachers, teachers, and parents.  

Which role does social capital play in the implementation of the USE policy and how can it 

help improve its delivery? As the analysis of the results showed, there is evidence for the 

impact social capital indicators have on educational outcomes. This reflects in the impact of 

family social capital indicators on all three outcome measures. Family social capital 

therefore, is an important asset for young people’s educational outcomes as it can contribute 

to better educational achievement, to educational attainment as well as to educational 

aspirations. A lack of social capital in the family, however, can hamper the successful 

implementation of Universal Secondary Education. Mainly, this shows in the educational 

attainment of students. The drop-out rates are still very high, especially, in higher levels of 

education. It is therefore necessary to foster social capital in families. One measure could be 

to raise awareness among parents and guardians about the importance of their children’s 
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education. Only parents who value education and see its benefits for their children will 

actively support and foster their children’s educational attainment and achievement. 

But it is not only families’ contribution that is important for the successful implementation 

of USE in Uganda. During secondary education, students – particularly boarding students – 

spend most of their time at school. Therefore, the school environment and the social capital 

indicators associated with it, impact the educational outcome significantly. This is where 

political actors, specifically the Ministry of Education and Sports, can make the strongest 

impact on the improvement of Universal Secondary Education. Especially, when it comes to 

school infrastructure which affects the students’ learning environment as well as their access 

to education leaves room for improvement. Learning material and equipment must be 

provided sufficiently in order to assure high educational achievement. Furthermore, the 

number of secondary schools especially, in rural areas is insufficient. The distances to the 

nearest secondary school are still too far from many households which limits young peoples’ 

access to secondary education. Also, more financial investment is needed when it comes to 

teachers’ salaries. Students reported of high teacher absenteeism in government schools 

which negatively impacts educational achievement and aspirations. To improve students’ 

abilities in creating their own social networks, extra-curricular activities can be very helpful. 

Through participation in regional and national competitions students can broaden their 

contacts and establish bridging networks which can be fruitful in their future development. 

Furthermore, the participation in clubs and the taking over of responsibilities at school fosters 

young peoples’ talents and can add to the improvement of soft skills.  

Looking at the Universal Secondary Education policy and its regulations it can be stated that 

the restrictions with regards to access to the UPPET and UPOLET programs strongly hamper 

the implementation of free and universal secondary education. There is need for investigation 

on whether admission under the condition of high educational performance does lead to the 

exclusion of a certain social group. Furthermore, the no-repetition rule set by the Ugandan 

government causes negative educational attainment outcomes and should therefore be 

revised.  

Social capital alone, certainly cannot improve the implementation of Universal Secondary 

Education in Uganda. But as I have shown, it can provide new insights and approaches for 

policy measure to improve the delivery of and access to quality secondary education. In order 

to avoid negative effects of social capital, which do exists as shown in previous sections, 
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more research is needed on the role of social capital in the creation of human capital. The 

measurement of social capital is still not as refined as, for example, the measurement of 

financial and human capital. Much research on social capital uses pre-existing data which is 

not tailored to the approach itself. Therefore, future research should be conducted by 

collecting bot qualitative and quantitative data which capture the social capital theory as 

detailed as possible. This study only provided a small insight in the role of social capital for 

the implementation of Universal Secondary Education in Uganda and does not have the scope 

to explain the impact of social capital on educational outcomes at a larger scale. But it can 

provide a first insight in how social capital indicators influence students’ educational 

achievement, attainment, and aspirations. Future research should be conducted on a broader 

level covering more regions of the country. A focus must also lie on the differences between 

regions and between urban and rural areas. It will be difficult to find a general research 

approach for the different regions and areas in the country as social capital can differ in its 

strength and form. Regardless the challenges and uncertainties the measurement of social 

capital brings with it, it is nevertheless, worth conducting more research on, as it might open 

up new perspectives and add positively to the creation of human or financial capital. 

I would like to conclude this paper with the words of a student of Bukedea Lifeline Senior 

Secondary School: 

 

“The roots of education are bitter, but its fruits are sweet.”
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Appendix 1 

Questions Focus Group Discussions 

The past, present, and future: 

- If you look at the past, the present, and the future as phases in your lives, which of 

those is the most important phase in your life? (Often as last question of the 

discussion) 

- Throughout your life you have to take different steps, would you say the important 

steps you are taking are lying rather in the past, the present or in the future? 

Education: 

- What is the advantage of branching after Senior four to go for a course? What is the 

advantage of continuing with school until A-level and then proceed to university? 

- What are difficulties you are facing or will face throughout your education (current 

and future ones)? 

- Why is secondary education important? 

- Within the process of you education, is there something you cannot influence, some 

factors you do not have influence on? 

Job opportunities: 

- How are the job opportunities in Uganda? Is it easy to find a job? 

- Will you rather find a job in bigger cities or in rural areas? Is there a difference? 

Questions Interviews 

The following are the main topics I discussed during interviews with students in Bukedea 

Lifeline Senior Secondary School: 

- Family situation and background 

- Differences between being in boarding and being a day student 

- Differences between government and private schools 

- Importance of education 

- Challenges the students are facing 

- Future goals and dreams 

- Job opportunities and challenges finding a job 
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The topics I focused on during interviews with students from BUYOPA: 

- Family situation and background 

- Reasons for dropping out of school 

- Importance of the vocational training 

- Challenges the students are facing 

- Goals and perspectives for the future18 

- Job opportunities 

Appendix 2 

Transcripts Focus Group Discussions (written parts) 

Focus Group 3 (written part): Senior 4 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 The task: 

3 R: I thought we can make sort of like a small lifeline of each of you. Where everybody can 

write down on these papers (3 each) some important steps you did. For example in the past in 

the present and in the future. Now could be secondary school, or could be Senior 4, or could be 

the exams, whatever is most important for you. Also in the past, what was very influencing for 

your life or a very important step you did? And then also in future, what do you think are going 

to be important steps you can take to get to your goals. 

4 PAST: 

5 R:  

6 “My mother separated with my father when I was 2 years and she left me alone with him. He 

thought he could not manage to keep me up but because he is someone who earns some salary 

he managed to bring me up. So up to now I stay with only my grand parents though he has 

married with another wife.” 

7 ER: 

8 “In 2003 I lost my mam where by it was very difficult for me. And by that time I was still 

young I was about 4 years old when she died.  

9 It was very hard for me to grew up because I was taken to stay with my father and he had a very 

tough woman it was not easy on my side.” 

10 S: 

11 “The only thing which I experienced in my life is when I lost my father I had no hopes of going 

to school but my mother can sell a basen of cassava to pay my fees and that thing can make me 

sad each and every term that difficulties I had in my life.” 

12 G: 

13 Education: This was during the primary level, it was so good because I had some help from my 

parents. This made me complete my primary level well. And I was so happy for that good 

moment.” 

14 St: 

15 “The most important thing is that I complete whole of primary without any problem. So when I 

joined senior one things were still ok. And I thank God because He has kept my parents up to 

                                                           
18 Many of the students from BUYOPA found this question hard to answer. Especially, when I asked them where they 

would see themselves in a couple of years the participants did not know an answer to the question. Many of the young 

people are rather concerned with making plans for how to make money in the short run and cannot afford spending time 

on making long-term plans. 
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date though they are unable to provide me with scholastic materials.” 

16 Ch: 

17 “When I was in my primary I used to stay with my grandmum in that case I couldn’t study well 

but of course I had to force my Life to go through those difficulties.” 

18 AF: 

19 “When I was in primary I used to play with my friends and I used to enjoy. When we were at 

home my mum used to teach me how to cook and many others. But worst of it when my dad 

refused to pay my fees but am happy dat up to date am still at school GLORY BE TO GOD.” 

20 DT: 

21 “When I was young my parents took me to a study tour where I saw some physical features like 

mount Rwengori, Mt Elgon and also Lake Victoria in WAKISO district and also they bought 

for me a very big laptop that is when I was in S.2 but unfortunately unknown group of people 

stole the thing from that day my parents also bought for me a nice looking coats where I 

resembled the son of president Barrack Obama.” 

22 T: 

23 “My past events were not so difficult because my parents had hope to educate me because I was 

somehow wiser than my brothers so I had to move long distances in order to get knowledge 

which was challenging to me because I was a young boy.” 

24 PRESENT: 

25 R: 

26 “I am a student of S.4 but my finishing my ‘O’ level was un easy because he was the only one 

struggling to pay fees sometimes I could delay to report to school but all in all I have finished 

my ‘O’ level but I know as the results are to be released out, I still have some fees balance and I 

doubt either the school will allow me access them.” 

27 ER: 

28 “I was able to be in a boarding I am in S.4 now and it was very easy for me to read my books 

because I was now brought to sleep near the school for night lessions.” 

29 This term the fees were cleared. It was very easy to be at school because everything was 

cleared. 

30 S: 

31 “Since I am a student I had many difficulties in my life. I can even finish three weeks at home 

while others are studying at school. When mam fail to get money for my fee I can finish the 

whole term at home and no one can help my mother to pay my school fees.” 

32 G: 

33 “It was still education basically secondary level. It went on well but only sickness of Hernia 

affected my education process but never the less I complete my O level successfully. I thank 

God for that.” 

34 Ch: 

35 “I am a student of Bukedea lifeline SS I joined in the school in 2014 

36 Even as I am completing my exams the school is still demanding me 200,000 to as my balance I 

have” 

37 St: 

38 “Right now I am so happy because I have been able to sit for my senior four without anything 

disturbing my mind. Again the other important thing is that I thank the school Administration 

for providing us with whatever we have been needing.” 

39 AF: 

40 When I am in S.4 this year and all along from primary section up to date really it was not so 

good but because of Gods mercy upon me am so glad that I am also in secondary which is my 

pleasure so I undergo some difficulties like fees payment and my personal requirements Thank 

you God bless. 

41 T:  

42 “As student, I am glad because my parents are able to pay my school fees though they have 
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little to spend. I am very glad to be at school because I think school life is better than being a 

villager so much knowledge is got at school which has helped many students.” 

43 DT: 

44 “My parents managed to bring me to Bukedea lifeline where learners discover their potentials 

and pursue it. Where I have confident that will pass with flying colours. Not only that also I 

have wisdom which can even take me up to America.” 

45 FUTURE: 

46 R: 

47 “I expect my life to be in a certain level if at all I find someone who can help my father pay 

school fees. 

48 I want to be a SPEAKER OF PARLIAMENT in time to come. And when I continue to upgrade 

I will in turn become A MINISTER FOR STATE AFFAIRS.” 

49 ER: 

50 “In future I want to become a nurse when I complete my education. 

51 And I also want to become bankmanager if I fail to become a nurse a told money is there. I will 

work hard to become accountant or a nurse in future. In future I would like to buy my own car 

after my studies and when I get a job.” 

52 S: 

53 “The important thing in my life is education though I don’t have a father who cannot help me in 

my studies but I am trying hard for me to become a nurse in future.” 

54 G: 

55 “I hope to proceed up to University level and specialise in ICT (Computer) studies in order to 

see way forward of putting our country Uganda ahead via ICT studies.  

56 MAY GOD BLESS ME.” 

57 AF: 

58 I need a nice joyable life in future and what I want to be is a nurse but only that I have no 

sponsor and with my parents they can not afford all that money for my studies. So I would like 

some help and after I will come and work in Germany I would also wish to own a car in future. 

God bless you.” 

59 St: 

60 “The important thing in future is that after my senior four I wish to continue with my ‘A’ level 

and after ‘A’ level I wish to come to Germany for my university but the problem would maybe 

fees payments.” 

61 T: 

62 “For my future, I am planning to become a business man who will be carrying out business in 

both foreign and international but the only challenge is that my dad is a peasant he has little to 

spend but I will try all what I can to make sure that I will make my dream.” 

63 DT: 

64 “After my S.4 I am planning to join my ‘A’ level and after my ‘A’ level I will join university 

and become a president of Uganda. If not I want to do a productive work like cattle rearing. 

Poultry keeping and others. I will also planning to build some storage buildings for my home 

people. 

 

Focus Group 4 (written part): Senior 2 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 M: 

4 “My primary school was lifeline primary school Bukedea. 

5 When I was there, I got 15 aggregates in P7 and I was the class captain. And I raspeded my 

teachers my parents and my class mates. 

6 D: 
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7 “The following happened at school in the past. 

8 - Good learning. 

9 - The students were taught well, fed well and were taken proper care of. 

10 - Teachers taught us good morals at school. 

11 - Students responded teachers.” 

12 B: 

13 “When I was still young I we to ask God for a Job particularly becoming a lecturer. I am also a 

person which likes interacting with people mostly my friends thank you so much.” 

14 I: 

15 “I was witched by my grand mother but because my mother was a burn again person she trusted 

in the lord 

16 Now because of that mother [grand mother] refused to pay my school fee now it is only my 

mother educating me.” 

17 J: 

18 There was a shortage of money at our home that is the reason as why I was sent lated to reach 

in secondary level but as we entered in prays God opened for us a way and I saw that devices 

are always good to us students.” 

19 Ja: 

20 “I was in Kacoc primary school I liked playing football and tennis 

21 In our school children used to cry, fight and the big ones bulled the small ones and I was one of 

the small children and this made me to want to become a soldier and I had to read harder and I 

got 12 aggregates and this made my both parents happy” 

22 P: 

23 “My name is KULUME PATIENCE I am 13 years old 

24 When I was in P.7 I prayed to God to make me pass primary level and when I sat for my PLE 

exams I passed with 20 Aggregates.” 

25 Ma: 

26 “In the past when I joined my secondary level, the teachers used to beat us a lot and I wanted to 

stop studying” 

27 B:  

28 “I used to have challenges of school fees but I when I got saved through Christ I enjoyed to be 

saved up to now and when that left us when we were nine [9] in the family and we had 8 boys 

and be the only gal.” 

29 PRESENT: 

30 D: 

31 - “DISCIPLINE 

32 - Respect for elders like teachers, visitors, parents. 

33 - The students always attend lessons at school 

34 - Our teachers always teach us well, they request us to ask questions if we have not 

understood.” 

35 B: 

36 “My name is Akello Brenda I am 14 years by age and I also lov Jesus Christ so much. In future 

after all my studies I would like to be a lecturer. And if I succeed by becoming it I will thank 

God so much, and I will up lift our family to another level or standard.” 

37 J: 

38 “I am at school here but I always fail to understand in class what the teachers teach us.” 

39 I: 

40 “I thank God that he protected me because on reporting of this term I got an accident but didn't 

get any injury. 

41 I also thank this school Lifeline because this people put God first of every thing 

42 I did know whether I would come back school this because the some mother who pay my got 
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an accident almost death.” 

43 Ja: 

44 I am in Bukedea lifeline children are good at this school the teachers teach us well and I am 

willing to be a soldier I stay with my parents and they pay my fees in time 

45 Last term I got 29 agg and I eat well sleep well and we are studying well” 

46 P: 

47 “My name is KULUME PATIENCE I am 13 years old 

48 When I was in S.1 I was 12 years old and people used to laugh at me that am too young to be in 

secondary but thank God because He is ever with me and whenever I sit for an examination I 

pass very well up to now I am in S.2 class am so happy because I do good things that please my 

Daddy” 

49 M: 

50 I am in Bukedea lifeline secondary school. 

51 I am in Senior two 

52 The learning environment is free from the diseases. 

53 In lifeline we have scripture union and I love to worship God and praise his name.. 

54 I am a disciplined girl.” 

55 Ma: 

56 “I am called Marion but I would like to continue so that I reach my goals and I listen to the 

advice of teachers, parents and I want to get a good friend like you.” 

57 B: 

58 I am in S2 but I would like to continue so that I achive my goals and I do listen to advices of 

my parent, teachers, uncles and aunti and I need to have good friends like you. And they 

brought me to lifeline and this is a good school, good staff, students, environment” 

59 FUTURE: 

60 “After my studies, I pray that I be a lecturer. And if I become I will help my family in  various 

ways for better life in future. Long live Uganda my Country remember I will also be a useful 

citizen in future after studing.” 

61 D: 

62 - In Future I want to become a midwife and a doctor. 

63 - In future I want to treat patients  

64 - In future I want to lead people by example 

65 - In Future I want to help people who are in need. 

66 As long as God keeps me alive I will reward my parents For helping me.” 

67 J: 

68 “As I in future I want to be a doctor in my life in time to come. 

69 I want to help people in need in future” 

70 I: 

71 “I want to reach to S.6 and I go for course of being a doctor and after I will go and become a 

soldier that is my dream. I also pray to keep my mother until I get my job.” 

72 P: 

73 “In future I would like to join a health institute in Uganda and I would like to do a nursing 

course so that I will be helping the patients who are suffering from diseases.” 

74 Ja:  

75 “In future if I am still alive I am going to be a soldier and I will be helping the poor and I will 

be a politician if my parents are still a live and I will be a minister. I pray to almighty God may 

he keep my parents and brothers well 

76 If I be a minister I will marry a white woman.” 

77 M: 

78 “I want to become a nurse in future if the Almighty God helps me to achieve my Goal.” 

79 Ma: 
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80 “I want to become a nurse in my dreams and I feel like to reach a university level. 

81 I discussed with my parents about that but they said that they don’t have money. I would like to 

reach the same level like you.” 

82 B: 

83 “My dream is after O Level I would like to go to A level I go to university for either secondary 

Education or Medicine. 

 

Focus Group 5 (written part): Senior 3 students 

1 Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 D: 

4 “Was so happy when I passed my Primary leaving exams (PLE). 

5 Celebrating my birthday made me happy for I had made a new age. 

6 Was not happy when my dad was financially unstable but God helped us through prayers.” 

7 N: 

8 “1. I am in Bukedea Lifeline secondary school from 2014-2018 

9 2. I am in Kocheka village I am teso by nationality. 

10 3. In this, when I was S.2 I have passed my exams and I was promoted to S.3.” 

11 B: 

12 “In my primary Education; I wasn’t friendly and most terms I hated school 

13 But later through my friends […] I learnt the benefits of being at school b’se there was a saying 

education is a key to success. 

14 As time went on I became friendly and indeed my performance changed and I saw my self 

ex[…] better than I used to.  

15 From there I was able to pass in 1st grade to secondary.” 

16 VG: 

17 “Being a primarian, I never had hopes of passing PLE but ever since I heard one man say that 

success prefers preparation I had to pull up my stockings and read my books. To my surprise I 

was among the best candidates of the year 2014 and I thank the Lord for being so gratefull to 

me. I passed highly with distinction and that’s how I got a reward from the Honourable MP 

Bukedea. Glory be to God.” 

18 BC: 

19 “1. I admired to be a student of secondary level when I was a pupil and I hoped to join lifeline 

since the S.4 and S.6 students had performed thoroughly well. 

20 2. I promised my parents one day that I would go to secondary so I had to pull up ma socks in 

order to achieve the stated goal ahead of me. 

21 I thank the almighty God 4 helping me to reach the level I am in now and he deserves the glory. 

22 I thank my parents 4 having a hand in the up bringing op me as a child and 4 paying ma school 

fees. 

23 I thank my parents 4 their endurance to pay my school fees eventhough it was a hard task 4 

them. 

24 J: 

25 - “When I was in my primary level that was in 2006 the year I was in P.1. 

26 - All things were going on and when I was in primary five things were not good on my 

side I dropt out of school which let me down. 

27 - When I went back to school I managed to perform well and I got 16 agregates in my 

Primary Leaving Education. 

28 - Then I joined Bukedea Lifeline Secondary School for my S.1 in 2015.” 

29 T: 

30 - “By names am Wandawa Tonny. Since I was born I like football and it has been my 
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favourite game without forgetting academics. 

31 - Because academics is another thing I loved most also I started in primary and past to 

come to secondary but challenges have risen in this level where by now the following are 

happen as I refer to the present situation.” 

32 Ch: 

33 “My parents and I were very happy that I had passed my primary seven with 13 agg and I was 

so excited of joining secondary level and my other past experience is that I will never forget the 

first time I ate pizza and it was not home pizza but it was a gift from my dearest aunt who loved 

me so much that in my whole life span I will never forget her.” 

34 H: 

35 “As I was in my primary level, I admired to be in secondary 

36 I admired to come to Bukedea LIFELINE  

37 But finally I succeeded and I am now in Bukedea life line and that I am happy.” 

38 M:  

39 “When I did my P.L.E. and left primary to come to secondary and when I passed well I 

celebrated that now am also going to join secondary” 

40 S: 

41 “I called it urban excitement the time I saw my anco crying when he ate a pizza and said it was 

too spiced for him. That was a break and so funny I thank God for He has kept me healthy and 

still keeping me. I know every present will soon be past so am short of words but hope for more 

with time. Big up to you!!!” 

42 D: 

43 In my primary level, I was health prefect 2013-2014 in Kachumbala primary school. 

44 2014 is when I sat for my PLE and I passed very well with 17 agreegates. 

45 My parents were help and they were able to get for a good secondary school and that is 

Bukedea life line s..s. Thank.” 

46 P: 

47 “Just like is the few years when I was still young I would fill like to join secondary and I would 

finish it and get a good dream job. I performed my PLE well and got good results as I wished.” 

48 H: 

49 “Now that I am in S.3 I am working hard to see to be in the next level of the education and to 

be promoted to be next class.” 

50 J: 

51 - “Now am in S.3 class I don’t have any challenge in school because I am doing well and 

am reading in order to be promoted to S.4 next year.” 

52 S: 

53 “Am happy today for where I was is not where I am though am still struggling to make it to 

destiny. 

54 Everyday is brand new and new faces that I meet just like you “Shallot” give me hope that am 

to triumph beyond stars. 

55 I know I will make it through Christ who strengthens me.!!!” 

56 T: 

57 - “Some of the problems faced by me in the level is that I lack to read book and this 

always affects me very much. 

58 - Another problem is ignorance, I can do something knowing that it is right but when the 

teacher marks its wrong 

59 - Lastly the school equipments are few to the extent that I fail because of that 

60 - Being a footballer, it is played from only at home because there is no needs to football 

while at school.” 

61 P: 

62 “Now as right. I am in Senior three in Bukedea life schools, am doing as I wish so that to 
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achieve my own goal of the future. Am trying on with studies by asking my teacher where I 

have not understood.” 

63 B: 

64 “In Secondary I saw life easy and there I got to know the benefits of education b’se I was told 

that the roots of education are bitter but the fruits are sweet. I have got friends due to the 

courage I got in primary. 

65 But hereby pray to God for help & guidance that we may all excel in future 

66 I have seen that life is becoming more easier with education and always love your teachers b’se 

they are our parents at school her.” 

67 D: 

68 “Am still a student on going with my studies so as to achieve my goal 

69 Happy that I have met u as a friend from a different country.  

70 As u are still here enjoy ur stay and feel at home. 

71 Give thanks to the almighty who is always protecting me through every difficulty I face.” 

72 Do: 

73 “I am a head girl of Bukedea life line secondary school year 2014-2015. 

74 Now I am in S3 class and I am working very hard to see that I will be promoted to the class. 

75 I pray to God the almighty to help to get dicision one because they are tell us that those who 

will get division (1) and (2) are the only ones to be promoted to S.4.” 

76 N: 

77 “In secondary level when I was in S.2 I got division II 

78 I was being promoted to S.3 and my parents are still paying my school fees  

79 I lack that my parents are good at making/constructing houses to search for my school fees. 

80 My clan is IRARAK ITALAJAM and it’s good for every one to have clans grouped in their 

leaders.” 

81 I am still a students and I am in S.3 and everyday when I wake up in the morning I always 

thank the Lord and I always ask him to provide me with the knowledge, understanding and 

wisdom. I also ask him to provide me with the protection I need.” 

82 VG: 

83 “For now, there is nothing I do that’s far from books except dancing, singing and listening to 

music since it’s my hobby. 

84 During my freetime, I do some cooking at home and help out my mum with chores. 

85 With my social life, I chat and make friends being jolly and polite to everyone. I am one of 

those people who is easily approachable because of my character. There’s nothing much to add 

but all I say is that God almighty be with me.” 

86 M: 

87 “I am now in secondary level of education and I am still in senior three class and hoping to 

complete soon.” 

88 BC: 

89 “1. My being in Lifeline has made me to discover a lot of things like talents fine Art and design. 

90 2. I hence also discovered that it is good to […] with others and the benefits it brings to be 

friends.. 

91 3. 4 now I am now got to know how to relate with other pp’le […] teachers. 

92 4. It has made me to discover a […] in Music Dance and Drama 

93 5. I am one who plans to be a hard working man in future and I want to finish my education.” 

94 FUTURE: 

95 BC: 

96 “1. In the future I am one of the guys who wants to become a doctor of profession. 

97 I am also interested in valuing people’s talents mostly children 

98 I am also planning finish education and get a young beautiful lady in marriage” 

99 VG: 
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100 When I look at my future, I am one of those guys who admires to be a doctor though I don’t 

have hopes due to money issues. Being a doctor is one tough job but everything is in the hands 

of the Lord. 

101 Anyway, apart from being a doctor, I also would like to do my hobbys as they are part of my 

life. 

102 There’s nothing much about my future but […] God’s wish of what I will be. Thanks.” 

103 Do: 

104 “Me as Apio Doreen, I want to be a professional doctor in future so that I will be helping in 

treating sick people. 

105 And also when I look at my background it is really unfair so God help me to change our family. 

Thank.” 

106 H: 

107 “As me personally I need to work hard to see it that I work hard and a I reach the University. 

108 I get better life 

109 I get a good job 

110 I will work hard to change the environment that I am and be a reasonable person.” 

111 B: 

112 My main plan is to become a greater person in future and the aim is to become a lawyer or 

police officer if I continue well with education. 

113 If challenges come in my way towards achieving my goals then I may branch after O level ~ A 

level for a course in electric engineering. 

114 And all my intensions are to proceed up to University in order to achieve all my goals 

115 Amen.” 

116 N: 

117 “My mission for God and man lied hidden in my staying at school 

118 My major plan is to become a doctor when a succeed well in my exams. 

119 A doctor who deals with eye check up and others. 

120 A doctor who helps people to carry out immunisation.” 

121 T: 

122 - “My major future goal is to become a doctor because I love sciences and to organise 

football teams in my district to be the most pronounced teams in the district of Mbale. 

123 - A doctor who deals in surgery and operation but I have had few experiment carried out 

in school for science subjects in ‘A’ level 

124 - To lead a group in Mbale that is to develop spiritually in life and should also be 

pronounced in future 

125 I love the gospel so much.” 

126 Ch: 

127 “My dream is to become a doctor. Why I want to become a doctor is in order to treat the sick 

and in order I could fly to the outside countries that is why I am in school. I know I am not well 

in science subjects but as it say never give up that early and that is what I am trying to do and I 

hope my dream comes true. And if my dream does not come true I hope I become a journalist.” 

128 S: 

129 “My mission to God and man lies hidden in my stay in school and my ambition determines us 

at am to be which is to become a doctor. I also want to do journalism and music as a part timer. 

With God I know I will make it.” 

130 J: 

131 - “Me personally I want to read and go up to University level. 

132 - After school I want to go and look for a job and be a better man. 

133 - What I don’t want is to join peer groups which do bad things for example Alcoholism, 

theft, murder etc.” 

134 Do: 
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135 “My future ambition is to become a Journalist. 

136 I would like to visit so many places  

137 I pray that God helps me and blesses me with a good Job so that I can help other people also.” 

138 P: 

139 “I am looking forward to passing my Exams after UNEB and if possible I can continue for my 

A’level studies and continue to the University to study about laws. 

140 And achieve my dream job.” 

141 M: 

142 “My dream is to become a Journalist 

143 Why I want to become a Journalist is that I like listening to news music and like most of the 

radio presenters.” 

 

Focus Group 6 (written part): Senior 2 

1 Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 G: 

4 In the past I wanted to achieve my biggest goal and that passing the primary leaving exams. 

5 I worked hard  

6 J: 

7 “I remember in my past times I used to live a notorious life because I was staying with my 

uncle’s wife. She used to torture me so much that I regretted as to why God created me.” 

8 LJ: 

9 “In the past I was still young when I grow up I went to school for studies. 

10 I was brought to Bukedea life line for my studies. 

11 I was brief enough to begin studing when I was still young. 

12 And I thank God for that he made.” 

13 E: 

14 “In the past, life was going on well but my studies were not good in that I was normally sent 

home for fees but never the less I struggled until I past my PLE exams and I was thinking of my 

goal.” 

15 J: 

16 “My name is Amongin Joanitah I am in S.2 A class Bukedea lifeline secondary school. 

17 In my past when I was still young I thought I would not be able to reach secondary because I 

never liked reading and I was being adviced to start practising so that I get used to.” 

18 M: 

19 “I Ochom Michael Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary school  

20 At the past I was not at school (secondary) and I was having no money for school fees. 

21 And right now I am at school.  

22 God bless my German sponsors and Mrs. Shalot.” 

23 J: 

24 “In the past I wanted to be a teacher to train other friends at mind to know how to read and 

write so that I get salary to earn a living.” 

25 PRESENT: 

26 LJ: 

27 “I am praying, working in hand with hand to see that I will succeed in future and I promise I 

will have a good job. 

28 The studies are going on very well and I know I will pass them especially this term things are 

oky.” 

29 J:  

30 “As per now, I first want to complete my studies in secondary level then I go for a secondary 
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teaching course. I am so interested in teaching because I can easily interact with students and I 

know what is taking place in the generation.” 

31 AJ: 

32 “But even though I past through all those hard conditions I thank God that He made me to come 

and stay with my father and I am very happy with that because I am quite living a happy life.” 

33 E: 

34 “In the present now, my goal is going in process and the issue of fees is okay so am looking 

forward to achieving my goal of becoming an engineer in future.” 

35 J: 

36 “In present I saw my life on a line of reaching secondary because I used to read whenever I find 

any story book and also when I see any one reading I felt, and I still feel, I should do so. To my 

life when I see someone reading I feel I should also read because when I am domant or when I 

am not doing anything productive I don’t feel myself.” 

37 M: 

38 “The Germans Support Organisation helped me to pay my fees and I thank God for that 

because now I am in secondary school enjoying studies in Bukedea life line senior secondary 

school. And right now even I am at school. 

39 God bless you Mrs. Shalot.” 

40 G: 

41 “I am working hard in Bukedea lifeline in order to achieve my future goals. 

42 I am very happy living happily together with my friends, relatives and classmates. 

43 I am happy because teachers are teaching us well and we are going to pass the exams.” 

44 FUTURE: 

45 AJo: 

46 “In future I see I can still manage to achieve my goals because at my past I was a person who 

hated reading and also studies but right now I am interested and I still have interests exploring 

more about Education and I believe when someone puts hopes in something I am sure that 

goals will appear afterwards.” 

47 J: 

48 “In future I would like to be a secondary teacher. When I become a teacher I will need to 

discipline the ones who are indisciplined so that they can end their life successfully.” 

49 G: 

50 “I want to achieve my goal of becoming a secondary teacher in particularly English language 

and Literature. 

51 I want to help my parents and make sure that they are not poor as they are now. 

52 Thank you.” 

53 AJ: 

54 “I am looking forward to work hard to achieve my goals and fullfill my dreams because I have 

known the hardships which are in this world but all through God everything is possible because 

He is the one who holds my future. I want to become a professional doctor thanks.” 

55 LJ: 

56 “In future I want to be a Doctor as a will be doing a combination at BCMM 

57 It is a very good combination actually its so nice.” 

58 E: 

59 “I must be an Engineer so that I can be able to un a living and I promise that my childrens 

studies will be okay not as I suffered during studies and y goal must be achieved.” 

60 M: 

61 “I want to work hard so that I can support our family and the needy people in the area. 

62 And I also wish to be in Germany years to come HELP ME GOD. Amen 

63 Thank Mrs. Shalot. God bless you 
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Focus Group 7 (written part): Senior 3 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 E: 

4 “During my primary I face most of the problems, parents were poor so their could not be able to 

pay my school fee but I went back I help them carry out farming for 1 year to enable me to get 

fee & I completed am P.7 in 2014. I got 17 agregates.” 

5 M: 

6 “I am from Bukedea and I am much interested in books as per now cos always think and say I 

should be some where working in further. 

7 I started my primary in Tororo primary school and I used to stay with my father only and I 

faced some chellenges as being with a father only there. 

8 There was no one to cook because I was also young and my father would go for work and I 

would eat from school and get back home.” 

9 S:  

10 “I was in day when I was in primary 1 my parents were not all that enough with some income 

for taking me to school (boarding) I started my primary 1 in Kaloko P/S then I went to St. 

Charles, Borromeo primary school for my primary 2-7. I joined secondary in Lifeline secondary 

school. 

11 When I was in Primary 1 I had a dream job of being an accountant or Nurse and still that dream 

job is in me.” 

12 SP: 

13 “1. In my studies in primary level I was extremely very bad during my PLE I never had hopes 

that I will join to secondary b’se of being in poor family 

14 2. When I reached to secondary I started creating friends through music (MDD) and in fact I 

became the best in national competition which gave me moralty of being at school.” 

15 J: 

16 I had some challenges as far as school fees is concerned. I encountered some academic 

problems in balancing academics and home ISSUES like farming, herding etc.” 

17 I: 

18 “I realy went through hard life more so when I lost all my parents. I was being taken care of by 

my gardian who’s wife hates me so I admit that since I joined this school I have ever paid fees 

once but I thank the school for obeding with me. Life is really hard and I do live in […] that is 

not good because I can’t even afford my school requirements personaly.” 

19 CK: 

20 “1. I always looked up on to debating since it has been my guideline in life and understanding 

my world coz I can express every thing I feel thro’ debate […]. 

21 2. Passing my examination was the milestone I hoped to reach for and so I reached for it by 

reading so hard and final got 15 aggregates in my P.L.E.” 

22 L: 

23 “I am Otilong Lawrence from Kamcha 

24 I am now in S3 class 

25 I started my education in 2007 

26 I was studying from Hilary Storm Primary school in Atutur 

27 I completed my primary seven with some challenges where I use to [sitt] from school for fees, 

lack 7 books, but thank God for having kept me well made me success in my P.L.E and I 

managed to get 14 aggregates without any panicking during P.L.E that is why I thank him so 

much.  

28 I but in future I promise to raise our family, educating our young children like the way my 

father is helping me now and I thank him also for accepting to educate me I am also planning to 

be a rich man in future because now I am struggling with like so that I don’t remember back the 
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past future life that is why I promise to be a rich man. 

29 I thank God for keeping me now In my living life I am. 

30 Thank you” 

31 PRESENT: 

32 SP: 

33 “1. I am good at sports eg MDD, volleyball and football meaning [hearing saving] the lord in 

poor […] is extremely very good 

34 I am entertainment at school and the [club atm] chairperson of music at school which is so, so 

good 

35 2. Right now we are organising a team that will entertain the kabaka of teso (Emorimor) in […] 

District” 

36 S: 

37 “In Lifeline Secondary School I have really liked it now cos teachers teach students well and 

we really pass examinations very well 

38 In addition to that we have clubs ie MDD, Football, Volleyball and we perform well in sports as 

well as academics. I won’t forget my being at school and always school is good and education 

is very important and that’s all that I have realized in life.” 

39 J: 

40 “I am currently exercising my talent (scouting) at patriotism and I am the patriotism 

commander in Lifeline (Warrant officer 1). 

41 I have a challenge in balancing subjects (grades).” 

42 E: 

43 “Although my parents are struggling for my education am also working hard to see that I will 

make it easy for my life in future.” 

44 CK: 

45 “1. Am working on my language for debate becoz it’s my life right now coz I express my 

emotions, thoughts and many things thru’ it. 

46 2. Am working hard to pass my U.E.B exam that is in S.4 by reading hard and praying so that I 

can pass in flying colours. 

47 3. Practising for debate nationals is wat am looking at and hope it yield me so many things in 

time to come” 

48 I: 

49 “Although I am not a happy man in life, I thank the school because it takes good care of me 

since I am the Head boy, I do get some privileges much as I am a dayschollar, the school 

provide me [lunches] and sometimes supper. So even when I have not got food at home, I am 

happy. Much as life without all parents is killing me internally.” 

50 M: 

51 “I am righ now in S.3B in Bukedea lifeline secondary school and I am very happy with my life 

at school because I have good friends and good teacher who advice me and encourage me to 

read hard for my future though sometimes there are some issues like fees payment and lack of 

some things while at school.” 

52 FUTURE: 

53 M: 

54 “I would like to be somewhere working and I would like to go to A level and university and go 

for education while there and I would like to know challenges standents face while at school.  

55 Thank you Moureen. 

56 S:  

57 “I would like to be a good girl in future, [help] the nation with one heart and I would like to be 

either an accountant or a nurse and may it continue in Jesus name and lifeline will shine 

forever.” 

58 SP: 
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59 “I hope in future I will be musician/Chief […] of all teso […] [...] Uganda 

60 2. I want to be vetinary doctor so that I help my community to reduce on sick animals.” 

61 J: 

62 “I hope to join the Uganda People’s Defence Force (UPDF) after my S.4 if I succeed I hope to 

be a senior military officer in the army if I succeed in joining after S.4.” 

63 E: 

64 “I am work hard to become a doctor for in future since am good at sciens subjects e.g Physics, 

MTC, Chemistry so am praying to God to help me.” 

65 I: 

66 “I had a dream of becoming a doctor and even before my mum died, she told me that I should 

be so. But life is not goot that my gardian is failing to even pay secondary fees and that has 

lowered my intentions of becoming a doctor and am now just thinking of branching after senior 

4 so that I can do something personally and I have my brother too in Mbale whom I do think if I 

can have money and begin working, I would transfer my dream and na becomes so, his in right 

now term one.” 

67 CK: 

68 “1. Every day I pray to be military pilot and save my country but the only way to achieve this is 

[…] reading and learning really hard to ensure I achieve my future goals and plans as an 

individual. 

69 2. I just hope in the future, I have to sit and watch the fruits of my hard work coz am trying to 

see a better Uganda, East Africa, Africa and the world at large.” 

 

Focus Group 8 (written part): Senior 1 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 C: 

4 “I was 9yrs old when I joined school. I went to Bukedea T/S P/S. When I was in P.6 my parents 

dedicated to transfer me I was taken to Lifeline where I sat my PLE and successful passed with 

8 agg. Then I was taken to BLL S.S.S. where I am studying right now.” 

5 WK: 

6 “My name is ERONGOT WILSON KELLY  

7 In my primary I was in Nkokonjero Primary school from Baby class to P5 and then I studied in 

Duherock Primary School from P.6 to P.7. 

8 In my Primary seven, I worked hard and was able to get eight aggregates and would like to say 

to God thank you for helping me get that aggregate.” 

9 D: 

10 “I come from poor family. My parents are separate and I was pupil in KOCHEKA PRIMARY 

School in 2016and I passed with 14 agg and it was good school and government school.” 

11 B: 

12 “In the past I my self I’m very happy that I have my parents alive. 

13 I am glad because it’s interesting to live with my parents. 

14 My parents took me to school and am still at school without any inconviniences of school fees, 

books etc 

15 My parents are good and usually they advice me to continue with education they are ready to 

educate me up to university and be someone in future.” 

16 PP: 

17 “1. I was in Bukedea P/S. I was staying with my Aunt but she was a good woman who paid my 

school fees from P.1 to P.7 

18 2. I also faced a big challage that I could not explain to my Aunt since my Aunt was I person 

who doesn’t know what they call love for children 

19 3. The challenge I faced was that she never paid my lunch at school evenschool requirements 
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but she could only pay my school fees. 

20 I never grew up with my parents but I grew up with my Aunt who stayed in Jinja. 

21 Thank.” 

22 Ch: 

23 “Introduction: 

24 I am 15 year old and my name is Akiror Christine I came from Bukedea district and my 

mother’s name is Atukei Tabitha. 

25 I have 1 sister and 3 brothers. 

26 Past: When I was in primary, I used to be a good girl but their were many challenges we used to 

undergo.” 

27 P: 

28 “When I was in Primary I had good friends and we were learning only five subjects 

29 I liked out school called Bukedea lifeline nursery and primary school because our teachers 

taught us well and that is why I also came to secondary in lifeline. 

30 I liked Netball and now in secondary there are no games 

31 I sometimes felt sad when I see my dear brothers and sisters who are orphans not studying due 

to school fees because non can afford to pay but God knows how to afford them: They can even 

reach P.7 and now joining to secondary they don’t have money and can’t afford it.” 

32 JS: 

33 “I liked the good governance of the people of the past. In the past there was no corrupt leaders 

but now I can see even in churches there is corruption.” 

34 PRESENT: 

35 Ch: 

36 “When I reached secondary there were no challenges like primary. In secondary you have 

freedom but in primary there is no freedom. Secondary life is very good. Secondary life is good 

but there are many difficulties.” 

37 P: 

38 “There is some struggle of fees in some cases and there is adequate food staffs in Uganda.  

39 There is enough teachers in secondary and we preciate them because we are getting knowledge 

from them. I get some experience in knowing other parts of the world like New York States of 

America.” 

40 WK: 

41 “As I got an admission from Bukedea Lifeline Secondary School. I was given a sponsor where I 

had to pay a half the fees paid at the school.  

42 I am working hard to pass to the next classes and I want to maintain division one as I study in 

Bukedea Lifeline Secondary School and it will be so in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

43 D: 

44 “I am in S.1 B Bukedea lifeline and good in academic and I am promising that I will be 

someone in Future and I have six sisters and I am a citizen of Uganda by birth.” 

45 JS: 

46 “I have liked the school I came from that is Ngora Girls primary school in the present the 

teachers were very good, […] and can explain all the notes and that made us pass. In conclusion 

I got 14 aggregates in P.7” 

47 B: 

48 “I am very happy to inform you that since I was born my parents had a will to educate me and 

of which god has made them to fulfil their will so my parents have allowed to educate me and 

told me this say that the roots of education are bitter but it’s fruits are sweet, and I have also 

seen that its true because in my primary seven I had to wake up very early at night at 9:00am 

and go to school walk 2km from home to school but since I joined Secondary I see that I am 

going to be someone because I joined a club which made me to put my efforts in education to 

achieve my goals and my goals are: 
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49 - To become a soldier to creat security in my country Uganda 

50 - To be a car penter as well as a tutor in a technical institute as my dad is a lecturer in 

Kyambogo University.” 

51 PP: 

52 “1. By now I stay with my parents all of them are alive and also my sisters. I like my secondary 

school Bukedea lifeline where I am now, it is a very good teaching training school that teaches 

a child and achieves better. I have many friends and also I am interested in my education that 

teachers are also faithful with students and they know how to hold students. 

53 Same to my parents they give me what I need and what they need at school, I love my school 

my parents, teachers, students who are interested in education.  

54 Thanks.” 

55 C: 

56 “Right now I am 13yrs old and I am studying in BLLS.S.S in S1B and the school is very good 

on my side and even the teachers are good on my behalf. I am in S1B class and our class 

teacher is Mr. Okot.” 

57 FUTURE: 

58 Ch: 

59 “In future I would like to become a nurse. The only thing I would do is to work hard, read my 

books in order to achieve my goals in future. 

60 In future I also want to go to German” 

61 WK: 

62 “In future I want to become a doctor and a surgeon in particular I want to save people from 

diseases such as cancer which can kill the people when they are infected with the above 

diseases. I want to do all this for my country Uganda. GOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY” 

63 D: 

64 “In future I want to become doctor or president and I am planning for it.” 

65 B: 

66 - “I want God to give me to achieve my goals and help the needy like orphans and my 

family. 

67 - If I become a soldier I will recruite my fellows so that we shall also get records in the 

district, County, country 

68 - I want to improve the infrastructure like old buildings in hospitals, roads etc. 

69 END” 

70 JS: 

71 “I want to be a doctor in future and I pray to God to give me a bright future, that is why I am 

struggling to read books day and night so that I would be able to treat the sick people and bring 

good […] to the poor and help the needy. I struggled in primary seven to get division one in 

order to get sponsorship but I failed to get sponsor. I pray to God to help in S.2 in order to get 

the division one. So that I may get my sponsorship to go to the university. In the university I 

would to fly to ‘[…] university’ in order to achieve and require more knowledge” 

72 PP: 

73 “I want to achieve my goals so that in future I also become a accountant, I want to help our 

family and together with my country Uganda. I want to mother […] nations in future and also 

respect all my bosses.” 

74 P: 

75 “In future I want to become an accountant that counts money. And one day I wish to come to 

German and I will pray to God and indeed I will come. So in order for me to come there is hard 

work and determination. And I should also help the poor because event me am help by small 

organisation sometimes I think of that in my life some times they care back home for school 

fees no money immediately.” 

76 C: 
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77 “Right now I am planning for my future and I am planning to create dominion over the world. I 

want to become a pilot as well as an engineer. 

78 - I want build a school in future 

79 - I want build a hotel in future 

80 - I want to open up a mixed farm in future 

81 - I want to build a self contained house & and air craft” 

 

Focus Group 9 (written part): Senior 3 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 A: 

4 “When I was in primary I normaly walk up to school every day and I was a day scholar on my 

behalf. Therefore my parents were not settled to educate me and  was only thinking about my 

education and how to serve the country in future not forgetting my family in future. On my way 

round my father helped me when I passed in P.7 up to today and I think he might continue 

looking for my school fees.” 

5 H: 

6 “When I was in primary I was not knowing how secondary is but since I joined secondary at 

least I have known some thing but my studies are not very okay because I got some attack when 

I lost my parents and now days am suffering with the heart problem and I could not finish a 

week without me being in the hospital but I thank God now days am some how and I thank my 

studies will be okay.” 

7 S: 

8 “Our school was not performing well. But right now the school is becoming a winner of all 

schools in Bukedea district, for [restance] instance, last year we B.L.L.S. had 14 division 1 

student and we are nor that this year we shall get more than that.” 

9 R: 

10 “Past I was not okey with my studies when I was in primary Level of studies when I pass to 

secondary it became fair and also knew other things which I did not knew when I was in 

primary level of education.” 

11 M: 

12 “In the past, when I was in my primary I saw education interesting and I could admire what 

other were like. Like secondary students on their holidays they were smart, speaking English 

etc.” 

13 Ch: 

14 “In the past my studies was so good and even my primary living exams I passed well. 

15 I also still enjoying that same things up to now. And even my life style was also good. I was 

loved by my teachers and also my parents because educating ability was so good in class. And I 

was also a person with many friends.” 

16 AA: 

17 “The past had been so good for me I did well in my S.1 S.2 class but I hit a snag when I got 

involved in drug abuse, I felt good due to the peer influence but I started failing in my 

education, it wasn’t as smooth as it was in the primary level where I had passed with flying 

colours. And this earned me an expulsion from my former school.” 

18 F: 

19 “In past our school Life got 21 students in division one the rest in division two so school 

administration played this role in academics.” 

20 PRESENT: 

21 A: 

22 “I am in Bukedea lifeline secondary school. I am facing some of challenges like school fees is 

not payed in time by my father, the father is a peasant at home He is strugging at home to look 
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for my fees and the family background is not okey due to shortage of capital/money for the my 

father family” 

23 H: 

24 “Am in Bukedea lifeline and am facing some problems with school fees and up to today I 

struggle to get school fees coz my parent died and the one who is still alive has also a problem 

so to get money is a problem but I wanted studies so that I may help my life.” 

25 S: 

26 “We here got enough teachers who are well trained and self experienced to teach student. They 

also do their basic to make us to pass” 

27 R: 

28 “I am Adie Ruth and I am now in bukedea LifeLine Secondary School and I am, now facing 

problems on side of getting money for paying school fees.” 

29 [second paper] “I madam I have come to interact with one issues of my body health and I need 

you to help me on how my skins will be okey because I think you may be knowing some 

medicine and I even want to show you the skin and you see, then you give me some advice 

Thank you.” 

30 M: 

31 “As now I feel like dedicating all my studies to God because he is the owner of everything.  

32 In education, prayer is also important because they say in the bible that there is power in prayer 

so I need to pray hard for me to succeed in Education and get a job in future but not to suffer.” 

33 Ch: 

34 “At this time my studies continues with the same thing. My Education was changed because my 

parents are struggling for the getting of school fees. It’s not easy for them to pay. I faced many 

challenges in my life. My life is not so good at this time and I pray to God for help so that my 

studies will also change and I pray that I am going to pass.” 

35 AA: 

36 “My present is not so easy, since I realized I had made a mistake in my past now in this new 

school without my former friends who had influenced, I realize the challenge is to change and 

live a normal life and also stop abusing drugs, but as far as am concern am almost getting 

through the challenge since I have made new friends and am actually working on it.” 

37 F: 

38 “I am in form 3 I want be a nurse [In]. 

39 Today I our head teacher is a good man so we interested in our academics 

40 And I want become a nurse in my studies” 

41 FUTURE: 

42 S: 

43 “I pray that my Future becomes a bright one so that I will also reach to America. 

44 And Let the holy mighty God be with me and help me in my education so that become a nurse 

in future” 

45 A: 

46 I Ojulun Alfred I would like to be a doctor in future or a pilot and the reason why a have two 

options is in future I never know may be I might pass some of the subject which is supported by 

any of the two options I am struggling for and I want a better family in my future.” 

47 H: 

48 “Am in Bukedea lifeline secondary sch. I want a better future at least I become a professional 

doctor (nurse) but the only challenge is fee problem.” 

49 R: 

50 “I am ADIE RUTH planning in future that if I complete my studies very well I want become a 

secondary teacher in future. And I should help many many people in future.” 

51 M: 

52 “In future, I plan to get a job and to be a chief engineer so that life will not be hard on my side 
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and our family. I want struggle hard to fight the poverty that is on our family. I would also like 

to be a ruler but not be rulled b’se the bible says for his shall be the heads but not the tails.” 

53 Ch: 

54 ”In future I have planned to work hard so that I also get a job. And I want to become a nurse in 

order to help my family and also serve the nation as a whole.” 

55 AA: 

56 “I have so many plans but my main aim is to get done with school and take up a course in my 

University level that will help me talk to my fellow friends and those in secondary level to stay 

away from drugs and alcoholism and watch out for the type of friends they have. But my plan 

requires serious concentration and determination. That’s what I plan for my future.” 

57 F: 

58 “In future I promised […] school to become a nurse and I want to thank God the almight to help 

me In my studies so I will be a changing Person In future.” 

 

Focus Group 10 (written part): Senior 1 students 

1 The Brainstorming: 

2 PAST: 

3 T: 

4 “When I was young, my parents used to take me to school and I also thought that it was really 

good so I accepted to go to the school that is why I am now in ‘O’ level. Also but last year in 

2015, my uncle got an accident when he used going to work but he was treated so well in order 

to come back to life.” 

5 C: 

6 “I remember when I was young. 

7 My sister died in 2009, and my father returned me that I am not his son. Later he accepted that I 

am his son and then he took me to stay with a step mother. My step mother did not like me, I 

remember he wanted to kill me, after that I went to my mother in sironko I stayed with my 

mother starting from P.4 to P.7 I did PLE I past well. Up to know my step mother does not like 

me. 

8 Thanks” 

9 G: 

10 “sometimes back when I was primary I was not able to read and write then when I was in 

primary four my parents tried the teach me how to read and write then from there I was able to 

read and write and my parents were happy of me knowing how to read and write 

11 Then my parents were not able to pay my school fees up to today Their just struggling of my 

future.” 

12 S: 

13 “I was a pupil and I learnt all the class I past in. 

14 People used to learn and ended in primary two as they high level. 

15 People used to walk for a long journey while going to school.” 

16 E: 

17 “When I was a young boy my father took me to school. 

18 He wanted me to study BUKEDEA LIFELINE P/S & S.S.” 

19 M: 

20 “I remember when I was still young my mother was used to beat me that means thing were not 

easy on my side she was like to kill me because I used to desterb her very well but she can not 

do that to me her daughter.” 

21 J: 

22 “Last time in P.1 class I could not read and write any word the teacher could read and write 

even just spelling I could not spell. 

23 Last time I was beaten by my father because I stole my grand mothers property.” 
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24 P: 

25 “I remember when I was young my brother died because of malaria. My father was farmer there 

is no were of caring us from home. 

26 Even the neighbour they don’t want our family Right now I don’t have mother at home.” 

27 Je: 

28 “I remember home was somehow fair but things were not easy. 

29 So my father was cruel he chased my mum away and you know I and my sisters and brothers 

suffered a lot  

30 My grand mum could delay to give us food so we cried and we went to my mum’s home and 

said mummy come back home and I was not a good pupil during primary education” 

31 G: 

32 “I remember when I was in primary five my father used to beat me whenever I could fail 

33 When I was a child I used to cry for my mother. 

34 When I remember when I was in baby class. I could not read and spell.” 

35 PRESENT: 

36 C: 

37 “Here know is when I started changing. Since I reached S.1 I sayed that I have grown up but in 

actual sence I am still young. I just want to say that in my present things are going fair. My 

father brought me here in Bukedea L.L.S.S but he had never visited me so my life is not at all 

well 

38 I remember the time of visitation day no body came and visited me so I used to borrow food 

during visitation day that’s why my life is not good in my present day.” 

39 T: 

40 “My PRESENT Event is now, I am studying in order to get knowledge b’se some people don’t 

want to study so that I also live a better life. My parents pay fees but getting money is by 

struggling. So I should also try my very best that I struggle to be whom I want to be in future.” 

41 Je: 

42 “At these level now, I am used to my education level (Olevel) and I know I will give up with 

my studies well. You see I have started my journey well. 

43 Thanks. 

44 I will remain as Agwang Jenifer” 

45 M: 

46 “In my […] level I have used to education now because education is sweet like fruit thank mean 

I have change my past events” 

47 G: 

48 “I am going to sweep our class next week. 

49 I am going to do my exams on Monday but I am praying God to help me also in these exams.” 

50 E: 

51 - “Right now my teachers tell us to study well and help other people in future. 

52 - But I am also following what they tell us in order to succeed in future. 

53 - My parents also tell me the same and they want me to be a doctor in future because I 

pass sciences very well Even during my primary studies.” 

54 S: 

55 “Am learning very hard to become a good citizen Am very happy to be educated” 

56 G: 

57 “I am revising to get good performance to be promoted to senior two class. 

58 I am always praying for God to help me in my studies 

59 I am read to achieve in my Goal 

60 Thanks” 

61 J: 

62 “I am going to sweep our class today. 
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63 Today we are going to learn about living things and non living things in biology. 

64 My sister is eating posho and beans now.” 

65 P: 

66 “Right now my father was struggling to Educate me  

67 I am a first born of the family my father produce 5 Children but I am first child at home I have 

grand mother at home. 

68 I pray God to protect my grand mother at home.” 

69 FUTURE: 

70 G: 

71 “In future, I want to be a doctor who operates mid wives and also at the same time to a speaker 

in parliament and I have to work hard until I see my brother best in future” 

72 E: 

73 - “I want to be a doctor in future. 

74 - I want to study in NGOKA NURSES. 

75 - I want to study up to S.6 if God allows.” 

76 S: 

77 “Am studying with the aim of being a doctor In Future 

78 Am studying with the aim of helping my parents in future 

79 Am studying with the aim of not suffering in future” 

80 C: 

81 “I think in my future I want my life to be good not like the past, and the present. Teachers, 

guardians parents used to tell me to read books for bright future and it is what I am doing 

82 In future I want to be a teacher if Gods helps me with more life ahead.” 

83 T: 

84 “Now, I am trying to study so very hard in order to achieve what I want to be in future B’se 

being a doctor needs subjects like biology, physics, chemistry, Mtc, etc. So I am studying to 

become a doctor b’s even my uncle was a doctor but he died that’s why I should be a doctor 2 

remember him although I didn’t see him.” 

85 P: 

86 “Now I am happy because I am at school right now that is why I am happy 

87 I pray God to protect me and serve me at school 

88 I am also pray to God to protect my parents at home.” 

89 J: 

90 “I am going to be a doctor in future. 

91 My sister will be doing research in future. 

92 My father is going to be a chair person (LCI) in our area and he is going to rule every one in the 

area and people are going to respect him as their leader in future.” 

93 M: 

94 “But now I am OKEY because I have also know how to keep my self save from bad things so 

now in my olevel I would like to do the lecturer and the best in my education so that I will 

succesed in my education and change my background to okey.” 

95 G: 

96 “In my olevel I want to pass well I promise to read hard so that I pass my S.4 exams and after 

S.4 exams I promise to read hard to pass S.6 exams and after I go to University I get a Good 

Job I want to become a nurse in future.” 

97 Je: 

98 “And you know, In my O Level (S.4) I want to pass well and go to A’level from A’level I again 

want to concentrate in my books I want to get my Deplomar. After that I grade after graduation 

I come home and first be an accountant. Now prom that Hob I start getting my salary I will also 

give to my dad who used to pay my fees. Thanks 
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Transcripts Focus Group Discussions 

Focus Group Discussion 1: Senior 6 students 

Note: It was a very big group (the whole class) 

The focus group discussion took place the first day I was at school. I had not planned to 

conduct focus group discussions already that day, but one teacher had organised this meeting 

for me already. I had to improvise a bit, the discussion is not recorded therefore, in this case 

I can only rely on my notes as well as on the notes students made on the board. 

1 PAST: 

2 - I grew up as a hustler 

3 - Passing PLE 

4 - Passing UCE 

5 - I resat S4 for UCE 

6 - Living a humble background 

7 - Passed all P7 and S4 

8 - Passed all the levels till the one I’m in 

9 PRESENT: 

10 - I have to see up my dream 

11 - Being in S6 

12 - Passing to the university 

13 - Working hard to pass S6 

14 - struggling to change my life history 

15 - Focussing in my education 

16 - Hard challenges in education because of the bulk syllabus in A level 

17 FUTURE: 

18 - I want to be an Info Technologist 

19 - Being a history teacher 

20 - Marrying a responsible man from Germany 

21 - Attain PHD in Education Secondary 

22 - Attaining Masters in Business Statistics 

23 - Being a successful citizen by acquiring higher education 

24 - Helping others to live in better standards of living 

25 - Hoping for a bright future 

26 Results of the discussion: 

27 PAST: 

28 - Passing S4 is an important step 

29 - The personal background is also important, as it motivates to move forward through 

education (e.g. one comes from a poorer family, this motivates to go to school and study hard in 

order to have a better life later on) 

30 - In secondary education one learns discipline, which is important also for the future 

carrier 

31 PRESENT: 

32 - Knowing one’s dream is important, those dreams are formed according to the skills one 

has, so one should reflect on oneself 

33 - Going to university is the main goal of students in Senior 6, if they would not want to 

go to university, they could have left after Senior 4 already to start a ‘course’ 

34 - Struggling to change the own life history: with life history is meant ‘coming from a 
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poor background’. When the families do not have much money, one always has to be worried 

about; also living in school is hard, because as a student one does not have pocket money, the 

parents pay for the boarding school, but one cannot see them and constantly is at school 

35 - It is very expensive to go to school due to the fees, but also boarding or notebooks are 

expensive 

36 - Furthermore the workload is very high. The students have to learn very much for their 

exams and feel stressed (on top of worrying about school fees) 

37 - Also going to university is very expensive. So some are worried, that even though they 

pass the exams and get admission to a university, they would not be able to go, as they don’t 

have the money to pay for it. 

38 FUTURE: 

39 - PHD in secondary education (girl) 

40 - Wants to become a university lecturer 

41 - She would like that because then she could really feel the change from where she came 

from 

42 - Business statistics 

43 - Likes mathematics and economics 

44 - One could for example work as a self-employed business owner 

45 - Info Technologist 

46 - More chances to get good jobs, because there is a variety of jobs available in that field 

47 - History teacher 

48 - Does not want to come back to the region 

49 - Become a successful citizen 

50 - Respected in the community 

51 - E.g. being a president 

52 - Feeling responsibility for the country 

53 - Having a sympathetic and good heart 

54 - Feel for others 

55 - Secondary education helps to become a successful citizen, because one has a greater 

knowledge one can take better care of one’s environment, so one can use the knowledge to help 

the community 

56 - Marry a German 

57 - Actually meant to go to Germany to study at a university 

58 - To see how the education there is 

59 - Bring the German husband back to Uganda to visit the family, but only returning to 

Uganda for visits 

60 - Helping others to live in better standards of living 

61 - Helping poorer people for example by paying their school fees 

62 - Helping poorer people in the villages who cannot afford new clothes, food or medical 

help by buying them those things 

63 - Examples would be some parliament members in the district who help poorer people, 

as well as the directors of the lifeline schools who help students with sponsorships/scholarships 

64 - Hoping for a bright future 

65 - Get a job and do not suffer 

66 - Being a role model, other people want to be like you 

67 What are the most important steps of those mentioned? 

68 PRESENT: 

69 - Focusing on education and work hard 

70 - But money is a problem 

71 FUTURE: 

72 - University is also important 
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73 - Looking for jobs will be very hard, because there is a lot of competition as well as 

discrimination/segregation because of bribes 

 

Focus Group Discussion 2: Senior 5 students 

Note: The focus group discussion took place the first day I was at school. I had not planned 

to conduct focus group discussions already that day, but one teacher had organised this 

meeting for me already. I had to improvise a bit, the discussion is not recorded therefore, in 

this case I can only rely on my notes as well as on the notes students made on the board. 
1 PAST: 

2 Girl 1:  

3 - Primary school 

4 - Senior 1 was important for the development of her self 

5 - From S1 on she was in boarding school and lived together with many people 

6 - Also she had to learn for more subjects 

7 - This made her develop a new character, as she had to discipline herself to study hard 

8 - Before she came to S1 she was at another school, in another district 

9 - She had to find new friends, learn a new language (spoke Luganda before and had to 

learn Ateso), get to know new teachers, and get adjusted to a new lifestyle 

10 Girl 2: 

11 - In secondary school her dad became a single dad, because her mother went to another 

city and worked there 

12 - She lived together with her dad and 2 cousins 

13 - Her dad managed the household quite well 

14 - But she also learned a lot of things regarding the household (cooking, washing, ironing, 

etc.) and therefore became more independent 

15 Boy: 

16 - He participated in a debating competition with the topic HIV/AIDS in Soroti 

17 - The lifeline schools competed against other schools 

18 - Afterwards they were able to go to the national parliament in Kampala 

19 - Also Senior 1 was an important step for him, because his parents rented an apartment 

for him in Bukedea where he lived from ever since on his own. This is how he learned cooking, 

washing, ironing and became independent 

20 PRESENT: 

21 - After finishing this term, the students will be in S6 and finish their A-level next year 

22 - Right now they are excited to go to university, to experience something new 

23 Girl 1: 

24 - She is the speaker of the school which helps her a lot to improve her confidence, as she 

is speaking in front of a lot people 

25 FUTURE: 

26 Boy: 

27 - Going to university 

28 - Graduating from university 

29 - Having a family with children and educate the children well 

30 Girl 1: 

31 - Become a person who is financially independent and can help other people 

32 - She wants to open an orphanage to provide for orphans 

33 - She wants to get a good husband and children (but only 3!) 

34 Girl 2: 

35 - Becoming a journalist 

36 - Pursue mass communication 
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37 - Get to other countries and other places 

38 - Interview important people, like the president or other politicians 

39 - Have a nice family, beautiful kids, and a caring husband 

40 Girl 3: 

41 - Become a literature teacher in secondary school 

42 - Go to University in Kampala 

43 Girl 4: 

44 - Become a literature teacher  

45 - Go to a university, maybe in Germany and find a husband there 

46 Many participants agree: not coming back to Bukedea 

47 Girl 6: 

48 - Become a lawyer, because she likes to judge (so she might even want to become a 

judge) 

49 - Wants to study at the CIU in Kampala 

50 - Have an own house to be free and independent 

51 - Have a good life 

52 - Being able to mentor others 

53 Girl 5: 

54 - Become a lecturer for literature at university 

55 General discussion: 

56 For exams one takes in the A-Levels one has to find the right balance of subjects. But there is a 

lot of pressure when it comes to exams 

57 Boy: is part of the school prefects group, as a student leader he sees the problem that the food 

line is too long, the school prefects on duty get sugar 

58 A big problem is that one writes the exams, but some have not paid the school fees yet, that 

means, even if one passes the exam, one has to show the school fee clearance, if that is not 

provided, the exams are not passed  great insecurity and double pressure 

59 For some students it is very hard to pay the fees 

60 The general goal of all the students is to go to university, if the money for that is available 

61 University is seen as most important, because after graduation one can start looking for jobs 

62 Secondary school is important, because after S4 one writes exams and if one passes one gets a 

certificate with which one can do courses (e.g. in building, catering, hairdressing) 

63 - This can be an alternative to university, if money is a problem 

64 - Some students also join the army after S4 

65 Job opportunities: 

66 - Depends on the subject one chooses (teachers for example are needed in Uganda, 

because there are many schools) 

67 - Even though the government wants to foster sciences, there are still many scientist who 

don’t have a job, also some students are just naturally weak in sciences 

68 In the A-Levels one should specialise on those subjects one is good at and wants to get a job in 

69 Many students come back to the region and teach at secondary schools 

70 Paying school fees is struggling, sometimes you’re chased or chased away 

 

Focus Group Discussion 3: Senior 4 students 

Note: The age range in this group is between 14 and 18 years. Number of participants: 9 

1 The Introduction: 

2 R: Before we start with the task, I think it would be nice if we introduce ourselves. (Students 

are also asked to write down their names). When we introduce ourselves, everybody could say 

the name, how old you are, and maybe to open up a bit, what was especially good throughout 
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this past school year for you. 

3 Is there anyone who wants to start? 

4 (Nobody wanted to start, so I started introducing myself) 

5 My name is Charlotte, I am 25 years old. I told you already I’m from Germany, I’m a student at 

university right now. And what was especially good this year was coming to Uganda, I was 

very much looking forward to it and that was, I would say, a highlight for me this year. 

6 G: I’m Okiring Gregory. I’m 18 years old and in Bukedea Lifeline secondary school and I come 

from Bukedea, Bukedea district that is in Teso region 

7 R: And do you live here in the city or further away? 

8 G: I live here. 

9 R: Here in Bukedea? 

10 G: Yea. 

11 R: And are you a boarder or? 

12 G: Yes I am a boarder. 

13 R: And what was especially good for you this year? 

14 G: This years?  

15 R: Mhm. Just a nice experience you had throughout this past year 

16 G: Experience in my life? Or 

17 R: Yea just something that happened to you. 

18 G: Throughout this year.. 

19 R: Yea just something nice 

20 G: Nice. Oh. 

21 R: Well it can also be something bad… 

22 G: Ok. Throughout this year I experienced sickness and there was also difficulty in fees 

payments. And yea… and even some wrong […] villages there between my parents and their 

neighbours. That thing made me uncomfortable when I’m studying. Ya. So in that case at first I 

was not well and I did not perform well cause of such issues. Ya. But as per now, at least as I’m 

winding up with my exams have […]. So I hope that after this I look well […]. At least our 

family is ahead by doing some things, is reasonable and profitable in my life. 

23 R: Yes. So that is something positive after those difficulties you have a positive attitude. Good. 

Thank you! 

24 G: You’re welcome. 

25 R: So you can pass it (recorder). 

26 F: Imoit, Anne Florence. Student of Bukedea Lifeline S.S. Ugandan by nationality. I’m from 

[Paisa].  

27 (Talks Ateso to friends) Friend: experiences. 

28 R: Yes. Anything good that happened, anything not so good that happened throughout this past 

year? 

29 (clears throat, giggling) 

30 F: Something not good. (Speaks Ateso). Mhm something not good. The experience is all about 

fees payment. 

31 R: So that was struggling for you? 

32 F: Yea. 

33 R: Ok. Thank you! 

34 Ch: Ok. I’m Adong Christine. From Bukedea. My bad experiences are for me staying with only 

my mom. My father passed long ago. I have difficulties in payments. Yes. 

35 R: That’s difficult for you. Ok, thank you! 

36 St: My name is Idoko Stephen. Student of Bukedea Lifeline. Some challenges are like, when 

you come to school, maybe they lack some things to be used like books, pens, what. So that is 

unable to acquire there in time. 

37 R: So you lack books or school materials  
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38 St: Yea. These are the things I’m always facing. Hm. 

39 R: And you’re a boarder or a day student? 

40 St: A boarder. 

41 R: A boarder. And how old are you? 

42 St: seventeen years 

43 R: Thank you! 

44 Re: I’m Apio Rebecca a student of Bukedea Lifeline. The only challenges I always face, we 

really have a problem of fees payment. I have a problem of sickness in most cases I do develop 

Hepatitis so it keeps on attacking me each and every time 

45 R: So that happens very often? Once a year or every two years? 

46 Re: It happens after every two years. Like I experienced it when I was in primary four, then 

after some time it attacked me when I was in primary six, the senior two. That was 2014. Then 

again it took some good time. It was just last term again when it attacked me. So that is rather 

hard. 

47 R: Wow. Thanks. 

48 Sc: My name is Adeke Scovia. I’m seventeen years old, born in Kumi district, I’m a Ugandan 

by nationality. The only experience which I had is school payments, fees. And some sicknesses. 

49 R: Mhm, ok. So that was also a struggle for you. 

50 Sc: Yea. Look I don’t have a father. So I have that problem of fees payment, always go back 

home without studies. 

51 R: Do you always go back home or do you stay here? 

52 Sc: I do stay here. 

53 R: So you’re in boarding. Ok. 

54 ER: I’m by the name Atiang Esther Rose. I’m senior four, a Ugandan, born in Bukedea district. 

The only challenge I have is fees payment. It always delays to pay. That’s the only challenge I 

have. 

55 R: Ok. And how old are you?  

56 ER: Seventeen. 

57 R: Also. Great. Thank you very much! That was a good introduction round I think. 

58 (The brainstorming part started) 

59 (Two more boys joined here) 

60 R: Many of you said that fees are a problem for you. That you are struggling as you don’t know 

if fees are paid in time. So what does it mean for you when the fees are not paid? You can’t 

pass the exams? 

61 [indistinct] 

62 R: What could be a solution to that problem? If you were the ones to decide, how would you 

solve it? 

63 Some students: Sponsors. 

64 Girl: Just have someone who could sponsor you.  

65 Other girl: And they clear, so the fees are cleared. So that by the time the exams start they don’t 

disturb you. Cause for me ya, if you don’t have a clearing card you’ll not enter the exam. Even 

when the others are entering, maybe for you you’ll be seated outside. If not you have to move 

up and down, go to the Basser’s office, go and get the balance. So those things… That’s why 

we wish we could have someone who could just sponsor to clear the fees at once. [We] Just 

come and stay at school, wait for the exams without any disturbance.  

66 R: Without thinking about it, ya. So that also kind of stops you from focusing on studying 

67 Girl: Yes. 

68 R: And you have to learn for quite a lot of exams now in S4 right? How many exams do you 

have? 

69 Boy: Remaining now? 

70 R: Ya, how many do you have to write? 
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71 [indistinct, many voices at same time] (it should be 7 compulsory subjects plus 3 subjects the 

students can choose) 

72 (students ask about the education system in Germany. I explain it to them.) 

73 Boy: Not like us here. You struggle for seven years in primary and come to secondary, six 

years. Go to university maybe three. 

74 R: Yea so it takes quite long. 

75 Boy: Yea it’s a long time. 

76 (Pause) 

77 Boy: How do you call the final exams? 

78 R: The German word is ‘Abitur’ and it’s four written exams and one oral exam. But for your 

final grade they also count all grades you got throughout the past two years. Those are also 

included. It’s just that those final exams count a bit more. It’s not bad because then not all the 

pressure lies on the final exams. 

79 Boy: So it’s good. 

80 R: Yea… You have quite a lot of pressure when it comes to the exams? 

81 [indistinct] 

82 R: But have you all been already in primary school here in lifeline? Or did you go to other 

primary schools? 

83 Students: Different. 

84 R: And why did you come here to go to secondary school? 

85 Girl: It has a good record of passing. So we like it [indistinct]. 

86 Boy: And here are also good teachers around. 

87 R: Mhm. So you heard about that. 

88 Girl: Good administration. 

89 Boy: Good beans 

90 Girl: Yea even the beans are quite good 

91 R: That’s important! 

92 Girl: Like yesterday we ate meat and rice. 

93 (Pause) 

94 R: Maybe we can already start with… on which ones are you writing? (to the boys who came 

later) Do you have some finalised already? 

95 Girl: Maybe we can start with present. 

96 R: Alright. Is it ok if I just read some and then we can discuss them a bit. 

97 Students: Ok. 

98 R: I won’t read the names. 

99 Girl: Yes. 

100 R: Ok this one says: I’m a student of Senior 4 but finishing my O’level was uneasy because I 

was the only one struggling to pay fees. Sometimes I could delay to report to school, but all in 

all I have finished my O’level. But I know that results are to be released. I still have some fees 

balance and I doubt either the school will allow me access them. 

101 Ok so this was about the fees. We talked about it already, that you’re struggling with this. Is it 

that that makes you feel insecure in a way? 

102 Girl: Yes. 

103 R: I can imagine it’s a big insecurity when you know, you prepared for the exams, but in the 

end it’s not in your hands… 

104 Students: Ya [nodding]. 

105 R: (the next paper slip) was able to be in a boarding I am in S.4 now and it was very easy for 

me to read my books because I was now brought to sleep near the school for night lessons. This 

term the fees were cleared. It was very easy to be at school because everything was cleared. 

106 Ok. So that was then a relief I guess. So are you in boarding ever since you came here or did 

you stay somewhere else before? 
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107 Students: Ever since. 

108 R: (next) Since I am a student I had many difficulties in my life. I can even finish three weeks 

at home while others are studying at school. When mam fail to get money for my fee I can 

finish the whole term at home and no one can help my mother to pay my school fees. 

109 So that is also a problem. When you can’t pay the school fees you have to stay at home. And 

can you study at home? 

110 [nodding] 

111 R: But of course the teachers cannot explain you the things, right? 

112 Girl: mhm (agrees) 

113 R: So how would you do it then? Do you have books? 

114 Girl: We’d be reading the notes we have at home. 

115 R: Ok so you have notes from friends or the year before? 

116 Girl: Not from friends. Our owns. 

117 R: (next) It was still education basically secondary level. It went on well but only sickness of 

Hernia affected my education process but never the less I complete my O level successfully. I 

thank God for that. 

118 (next) I am a student of Bukedea lifeline SS I joined in the school in 2014. Even as I am 

completing my exams the school is still demanding me 200,000 to as my balance I have. 

119 This is again about fees. I think this is really the main problem you are all facing 

120 Students: [nodding] yea. 

121 R: (next) Right now I am so happy because I have been able to sit for my senior four without 

anything disturbing my mind. Again the other important thing is that I thank the school 

Administration for providing us with whatever we have been needing. 

122 So you really feel like what the school provides for you is enough and you have everything you 

need at school, apart from the school fees which is a problem for you. 

123 (next) When I am in S.4 this year and all along from primary section up to date really it was not 

so good but because of Gods mercy upon mi am so glad that I am also in secondary which is 

my pleasure so I undergo some difficulties like fees payment and my personal requirements 

Thank you God bless. 

124 (next) As student, I am glad because my parents are able to pay my school fees though they 

have little to spend. I am very glad to be at school because I think school life is better than 

being a villager so much knowledge is got at school which has helped many students. 

125 So for you secondary education is something you really appreciate and that is very important 

for you? 

126 Students: Yes! 

127 R: Can you explain a bit. What does it give you? 

128 Girl: Secondary education, like for us, in Uganda, is very important. At least [indistinct] in 

Senior four. That is why we take it as serious issue. Like after primary seven you come to 

senior one. They expect you to handling your O’levels in order to pass [indistinct]. So that’s 

why we consider it more important. 

129 R: Yes. Because you really need it for finding a job. 

130 Students: Yes! 

131 R: (next) My parents managed to bring me to Bukedea lifeline where learners discover their 

potentials and pursue it. Where I have confident that will pass with flying colours. Not only that 

also I have wisdom which can even take me up to America. [laughter] 

132 Ok! Oh but that’s what we’re talking about, right. The education you get is opening up 

opportunities you wouldn’t have without, right? 

133 Students: Yes 

134 R: So what I understood from what you wrote is, that education – especially secondary 

education – is a very important step for you to come closer to the goals you have. Is that right? 

135 Some students: Yea 
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136 R: Then let’s go to the PAST. 

137 “My mother separated with my father when I was 2 years and she left me alone with him. He 

thought he could not manage to keep me up but because he is someone who earns some salary 

he managed to bring me up. So up to now I stay with only my grand parents though he has 

married with another wife.” 

138 (next) “In 2003 I lost my mamm where by it was very difficult for me. And by that time I was 

still young I was about 4 years old when she died.  

139 It was very hard for me to grew up because I was taken to stay with my father and he had a very 

tough woman it was not easy on my side.” 

140 (next) “The only thing which I experienced in my life is when I lost my father I had no hopes of 

going to school but my mother can sell a basen of cassava to pay my fees and that thing can 

make me sad each and every term that difficulties I had in my life.” 

141 Education: This was during the primary level, it was so good because I had some help from my 

parents. This made me complete my primary level well. And I was so happy for that good 

moment.” 

142 “The most important thing is that I complete whole of primary without any problem. So when I 

joined senior one things were still ok. And I thank God because He has kept my parents up to 

date though they are unable to provide me with scholastic materials.” 

143 “When I was in my primary I used to stay with my grandmum in that case I couldn’t study well 

but of course I had to force my Life to go through those difficulties.” 

144 “When I was in primary I used to play with my friends and I used to enjoy. When we were at 

home my mum used to teach me how to cook and many others. But worst of it when my dad 

refused to pay my fees but am happy dat up to date am still at school GLORY BE TO GOD.” 

145 “When I was young my parents took me to a study tour where I saw some physical features like 

mount Rwensori, Mt Elgon and also Lake Victoria in WAKISO district and also they bought 

for me a very big laptop that is when I was in S.2 but unfortunately unknown group of people 

stole the thing from that day my parents also bought for me a nice looking coats where I 

resembled the son of president Barrack Obama.” 

146 “My past events were not so difficult because my parents had hope to educate me because I was 

somehow wiser than my brothers so I had to move long distances in order to get knowledge 

which was challenging to me because I was a young boy.” 

147 R: So your primary schools could also be in very long distances? 

148 Boy: For seven years. If you start from nursery… 

149 (Girls also start talking): Baby, Middle, Top. Then you come to primary one, two, … 

150 Boy: It requires seven years. You come here six years, you go to university three 

151 Girl: Those three only when you’re going for a degree. Those who go for Phd they have to 

continue some seven years. 

152 Boy: See that. 

153 R: So the whole education is just way too long.. 

154 Girl: We are so old when we’re studying [laughter] 

155 R: Yea. And during that time you’re not able to earn money, right? 

156 Students: Yes! 

157 R: True… Yea I think that was all from the PAST. 

158 “I expect my life to be in a certain level if at all I find someone who can help my father pay 

school fees. 

159 I want to be a SPEAKER OF PARLIAMENT in time to come. And when I continue to upgrade 

I will in turn become A MINISTER FOR STATE AFFAIRS.” 

160 Ok big goals! Which is good. What do politicians usually do before they get into an office? Do 

they do normal jobs? Did they study something? 

161 Girl: Like to become a speaker, you should have A’levels that you get after senior six. Then 

after that A’level certificate at least you should be an MP. For us MP [indistinct] at certain 

districts. Then you go to parliament. What those people say, you represent the district [you can 
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tell the president?]. Then it’s there, from there now it is the president to choose who is to 

become the speaker. And these people are the ones to [chair] the whole parliament  

162 R: Ok, but then you also need to know a lot of people and be lucky that the president announces 

you, right? 

163 Students: Yes. 

164 R: “In future I want to become a nurse when I complete my education. 

165 And I also want to become bankmanager if I fail to become a nurse a told money is there. I will 

work hard to become accountant or a nurse in future. In future I would like to buy my own car 

after my studies and when I get a job.” 

166 For a nurse, can you do a course? I know that after senior four there are courses. 

167 Students: Yes. 

168 R: Ok so to become a nurse you stop after the O’level and go to those trainings.. 

169 Students: Yes. 

170 R: And for a bank manager? Is it the same? 

171 Boy: you keep on.. 

172 Girl: Until senior six. 

173 R: Aha ok. And for those courses you also have to pay money again, right? 

174 Students: Yea. They are very expensive. They cost much. It’s expensive. 

175 R: (next) “The important thing in my life is education thought I don’t have a father who cannot 

help me in my studies but I am trying hard for me to become a nurse in future.” 

176 So another nurse. So those who want to become a nurse are basically done with secondary 

school now right? That’s exciting actually! Not going to school anymore 

177 Students: Yea 

178 R: “I hope to proceed up to University level and specialise in ICT (Computer) studies in order 

to see way forward of putting our country Uganda ahead via ICT studies.  

179 MAY GOD BLESS ME.” 

180 That’s interesting. I’ve already heard from other students, that they are interested in doing ICT 

and that they think this is something that could also drive the whole country forward. Do you 

also think that that’s important? For Uganda’s future also? 

181 Some students: Yes. 

182 R: Why do you think so? 

183 (nobody talks) 

184 Girl: Of course like for us in Uganda, I was thinking [indistinct] internet, so that’s why we’re 

saying at least when we upgrade we shall also be able to have.. 

185 Boy: like develop 

186 Girl: like television. When, during the elections for the president, at least we should also be able 

to announce via television. Mhm so that is what we also […].  

187 R: (next) “I need a nice joyable life in future and what I want to be is a nurse but only that I 

have no sponsor and with my parents they can not afford all that money for my studies. So I 

would like some help and after I will come and work in Germany I would also wish to own a 

car in future. God bless you.” 

188 Ok. So this is also about becoming a nurse and the problem that it is very expensive. And 

coming to Germany is interesting! I would be happy to welcome some of you in Germany in 

future. 

189 Students: Yes! 

190 R: “After my S.4 I am planning to join my ‘A’ level and after my ‘A’ level I will join university 

and become a president of Uganda. If not I want to do a productive work like cattle rearing. 

Poultry keeping and others. I will also planning to build some storage buildings for my home 

people.” 

191 (next) “The important thing in future is that after my senior four I wish to continue with my ‘A’ 

level and after ‘A’ level I wish to come to Germany for my university but the problem would 
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maybe fees payments.” 

192 Well in Germany universities are free. There are only some small administrative fees to pay.. 

And then there are of course some other costs like rent, insurance, … 

193 (next) “For my future, I am planning to become a business man who will be carrying out 

business in both foreign and international but the only challenge is that my dad is a peasant he 

has little to spend but I will try all what I can to make sure that I will make my dream.” 

194 So for becoming a business man you could also already stop after senior four? Or would you 

have to proceed until the A’levels? 

195 Students: No. 

196 Girl: After senior four you can open up a business. 

197 R: Yea? Is that the normal way, that after O’levels you just open up a business? 

198 Students: Yes. 

199 R: (next) “After my S.4 I am planning to join my ‘A’ level and after my ‘A’ level I will join 

university and become a president of Uganda. If not, I want to do a productive work like cattle 

rearing, poultry keeping and others. I will also planning to build some storage buildings for my 

home people.” 

200 Ok so here I think the A’level is the goal.  

201 Within the group I can see that some opt for the A’levels in order to then also go to university, 

but some say for example ‘I want to become a nurse, so after O’level I can start with a course. 

How many years do you need for the nurse course? 

202 Students: Three years. 

203 Girl: For me to become a nurse, there are some courses you can go for [indistinct] 

204 R: Ok we have heard some different stories and goals. If you now look at past present and 

future, what would you say, which is the most important one? 

205 Students: Future 

206 R: You all say future? 

207 Students: Yes. 

208 R: Why? 

209 Students: That is how we’re expecting our lives to be after here 

210 R: Ok so you all have goals, that’s what I could see from what you wrote. But to achieve those 

goals, do you think the steps you are going to need to achieve the goals lie in the future (like in 

university)? Or do they lie in the present (like going to secondary)? Or past? 

211 Students: Future. 

212 R: So you say, everything that comes after secondary school is the important path? 

213 Students: Yea 

214 R: Why is that? Why did you think so? 

215 (no answers) 

216 Because that is closer to the job opportunities? 

217 Students: Yea. 

218 R: And if we talk about job opportunities… I think you’re all from here from the region. So if 

you for example go to university, you probably have to go away from here like to Kampala 

219 Boy: Yea like Makerere University. 

220 R: So do you think when you are looking for jobs you would come back to where you come 

from? Or do you think you have better chances to find jobs somewhere else? 

221 Boy: It’s gonna be abroad. 

222 Girls: Yes abroad. 

223 Girl: Anywhere you can go. Depending on [indistinct] 

224 R: So you think for what you are planning to do you can also come back  

225 G: Oh it’s very difficult to get a job from here 

226 R: Yea? Why? What are most jobs like in your village? 

227 Girl: You know, for us in Uganda just some […] places where [indistinct] because there is no 
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development there 

228 R: So is it better to go to some bigger cities? 

229 Students: Yes. 

230 R: Like Kampala… 

231 Girl: mhm, Mbale… 

232 R: Jinja… 

233 Girls: Soroti… 

234 Girl: Some sites in Soroti 

235 Boy: Germany 

236 [laughter] 

237 R: Germany. Ok, but in general do you think it is going to be another challenge after you 

finished your course or finished your university to find a job? 

238 Students: Yes! Because getting a job is not easy.  

239 Boy: It’s not easy to get a job. It will take some good years 

240 Girl: It can take some two years. 

241 R: Two years to get a job? 

242 Girl: Yea. 

243 R: But why is that? Why is it so hard to find a job? 

244 (Here Julius came to ask how long it’ll take until we’d be done as he wanted to take me to some 

officials at the district) 

245 R: Ok so why do you think, why is it so difficult to find a job? 

246 Girl: Most difficult, like in Uganda, you don’t have enough jobs and our population is too 

much. And also which requirements you need. At least you have someone. Either you have... 

there are jobs where you need experience. That is what makes most of us [indistinct] 

247 Boy: And it also needs money 

248 Girl: Including the government itself it’s corrupt. 

249 Boy: There is corruption, yea. They use money to get a job 

250 R: Oh so you give money to someone to give you a job? 

251 Students: Yea! To give you a job. You have to spend… 

252 R: But I think it is good that all of you have goals and I think all of you are working hard to get 

there and you know what to do to get there… 

253 Students: Yes 

254 R: …that is already the most important thing 

 
 

Focus Group Discussion 4: Senior 2 students 

Note: The age range in this group was between 13 and 19 years. Number of participants: 9 

1 The discussion: 

2 (The students wrote down their names for me) 

3 R: You’re all senior two? 

4 Boy: senior two 

5 R: Have you already been at the primary school of lifeline or to different ones? 

6 Students: Some of us. 

7 R: So who would like to start introducing himself/herself? 

8 B: My name is Alupo Betty. I’m in Senior two B 

9 R: And how old are you? 

10 B: I’m sixteen years old. And I’m from [Ngora?]. And I have only one parent and that is my 

mum. And my dad passed away when I was three years old. 

11 R: Ok. Thanks a lot. 
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12 FM: I’m know by Among Faith Marion. I’m fifteen years old. I come from [Serere?]. And I 

have all the parents.  

13 R: Ok good. Thanks. 

14 I: Good evening everybody. By the names Eneget Isaac. I’m a born of Soroti. So I have all the 

parents. I stay only with the mum cause the dad stays in Kumi 

15 R: Alright. Thank you. 

16 J: Good evening everyone. My name is Emach Joseph, I’m seventeen years old. I’m from 

Kachumbala.  

17 R: Ah where is it? Is it far from here? 

18 J: Just here within this district. It’s only the county after Mbale 

19 R: Ok but it’s too far to come to school every day so you’re in boarding right? 

20 J: Mhm 

21 MR: Good afternoon. I’m by the names Agwang Mirriam Recho. I’m seventeen years. I’m in S 

two B. I have all the parents and I come from Kasoka. 

22 R: Ok thank you. 

23 DD: Good afternoon everybody. I’m know my the names Acham Daphine Dorcos, I’m in 

senior two B. I come from Bukedea district, I’m fourteen years old. 

24 JE: Good afternoon everybody. I’m known by the names Esele Jacob. I’m in Kumi. I’m 

seventeen years old. 

25 R: Ok thank you very much.  

26 (two more girls came to join the group) 

27 P: Good afternoon everybody. My name is Kulume Patience, I come from Kumi. I stay with 

only the dad. They separated when I was in P 3  

28 R: and how old are you? 

29 P: I’m fourteen years old 

30 B: Good afternoon everyone. My name is Akello Brenda. I’m fifteen years old. I stay with both 

of my parents. And my mother is a second wife. We are eight children living, and I’m the third 

born. Thank you. 

31 R: Thank you very much! 

32 (The brainstorming starts here.) 

33 (After students are done writing down they’re stories, the discussion starts.) 

34 R: So this is quite a lot. Maybe everybody could now just briefly explain what you wrote about 

each part. If it’s fine for you and if you want to share it in the group. 

35 I: Eh. What I wrote there. When I was still young I was with my grandmother, but cause God is 

gracious and my mother was a burn again, so there’s nothing can go beyond God. Cause even 

the witch, it is God who made him. And cause my mom was a burn again, all my grandmother 

did, went well. And whatever they did couldn’t happen to me, and nothing happened to me. 

And they tried to… like to kill me, they wanted to use me as a what, a sacrifice. But God was 

gracious. And God is able. God loves all people. But they came to me, for me with a knife, but 

they couldn’t get me. Cause my mother a burn again, she used to pray for me, she was 

[indistinct] so fast and the power of God was with me. And anything they did didn’t happen to 

me. And I pray to God. And they sent for me the snake to bite me and I die, but the snake bit 

me but I didn’t die. That is why I thank God. And then again, when they came to me, for me, 

they wanted to kill me, but they couldn’t catch me cause I was protected by the blood of Jesus 

so they couldn’t see me. So that is why I thank God. Cause if my mother wasn’t there I would 

have died, long time. Cause of that now my paren… now my father is not paying my school 

fees. It is only my mom who is paying my school fees. But God is able and I believe in him. I’ll 

be someone important in future. That is all. 

36 R: Yea, thanks for sharing that. Who wants to continue? 

37 B: Ah for me I’m called Betty. When I was young, my mother produced me with my dad. And 

when I was two years, my brother came for me and said ‘I want to take my sister to stay with 

me. Because we were thirteen in number, my mother had twins. But four died and we remained 
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nine. Right now we are having eight boys and me the only girl. Now from there, when I reached 

P.3 my brother brought me back and I came… I stayed for like not even a month with my 

parents and he came for me again. When I reached to primary four, my dad came for me and 

took me to boarding. When he took me to boarding, when it reached to third term, he was taken 

to Guru hospital and he died from there. And they brought him, we buried him. Now from 

there, we had a lot of challenges, quarrels from people, the outsiders, they wanted over to 

destroy my family, but the good thing, my mother was saved and me too I got saved. From 

there I started studying in a day school. Now because life became hard, cause it was our dad 

who took care of us. Now I went to a primary school, I sat for my primary leaving and I was 

praying that I should also go to a better school in future. And they told me that I got to Lifeline 

when I passed from primary seven. And I came to Lifeline. Things continued being hard, but I 

say anything is possible with God. And I, I pray, I normally pray to God that if I finish O’level, 

I should go to A’level. If I go to A’level, I go to education in university or I’ll go for medicine. 

And at home, I like sharing with my mother the word of God. Even at school I do the same 

thing and I love singing gospel music, I can dance… And I like jackfruits, I like meat, chicken, 

those things. 

38 R: Nice! 

39 B: And even Lifeline is a good school, has a good environment and even good staff, and even 

we eat posho, beans, rice, meat. And even in the week we eat bread for breakfast once a week, 

which is not very bad, something good. And I’m happy to meet our friend, our auntie, our 

mama, auntie Charlotte.  

40 R: I’m also happy to meet you! 

41 B: Yea. That is all what I have. 

42 FM: For me I want to testify the goodness of God. I never expected my mother to have money 

to pay all our fees. Cause for us we are five girls and one boy. My father refused to pay my 

school fees when I was about to finish my PLE exams. So my uncle took care of me, when I 

was, when I had finished my PLE. So I knew that I was to be taken to a government school, but 

my mother started praying that ‘I wish I had money so that I could also join you to Bukedea 

Lifeline. So she got money. At time my elder sister was also to join Agola nursing and needed 

immediately money from there. So I told my mother: ‘So am I going to go to senior one with all 

those challenges you have?’ Then she told that, she told me that with God everything is 

possible. And I told her that: ‘So what, what, you look for me for a source or something so that 

I start, I get money’. She told me that ‘God will provide’. Then I stayed home for one week, 

then my uncle came, he told me that, ‘you first join, I look for you the money. Then he also 

contributed a half, then my mother half, then I came to school. After my sister also stayed at 

home for two weeks before she joined to Balsa. So she went for the first semester. Now she’s 

completing May next year. Then that’s why I want to glorify the name of God.  

43 R: Ok great. Thank you! 

44 P: My name is Patience. When I was in P 3, my mom and my dad separated. My mom took me 

to Soroti to stay with her. But my dad looked for me and got better, he brought me back to stay 

with him. And when I reached P 7, I prayed to God to help me pass my primary leaving 

examination. Indeed I passed, I got 20 aggregates and they brought me to Bukedea Lifeline 

secondary school. I prayed to God to make me see my mom again and in Senior one third term, 

my mom sent my elder brother to come and see me. That’s why I thank God.  

45 B: My name is Brenda. When I was still young, we had some challenges when I was growing 

my mother would have quarrels she used to quarrel. And they hated her so much, they used to 

abuse her and even they let, they made my elder brothers and sisters to be like orphans. 

Whenever my brothers went to their place, because in our village, children, like going, like go 

to this place you can eat from there, like when mom has not finished to cook yet, you go to this 

place, you eat from there. And they see my brothers there, they chase them that ‘You go back to 

your home, for us we don’t want to see you here, because your mother is a what? A 

Karamojong… For us, we are not Karamojong here. We don’t like Karamojong, they are very 
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backward’. So my mother used to pray to God. So when she was praying, God answered her 

prayers and now all of us are educated. Even the father who didn’t want my mother, has now 

come back to my mother they even wedded. That’s why I thank God. All of us are in school. 

The brother which they used to hate is now in senior six, even me I’m in senior two. My sister 

is in a course, she is going to become a technical teacher. And our last born is in P 7, she’s also 

finished to do the primary leaving exams. That’s why I thank God, I know he will lift us to 

another level. That’s why I thank God. 

46 R: Thanks, that’s good. 

47 Jacob: Thank you, because I’m still alive. When I was still young, I was a [indistinct] boy. I 

was used to [indistinct] like watching. But when my mother took me to school, children used to 

beat me. And that gives me the, I feel like to be a soldier, that I had to work hard in primary. 

My PLE, I got fifteen aggregates and I thanked my parents that they brought me to this school. 

And in the future, I want to become a soldier. 

48 R: A soldier. And for becoming a soldier are you going to do the A’levels or just the O’levels? 

49 Jacob: I will continue up to A’level. Then I go to my course, I continue from there. And if God 

wishes, I would want to marry a white woman.  

50 [laughter] 

51 R: That’s interesting. Alright, thanks! 

52 J: When I was still a young boy, I could see that I could not pace in this level. Me, when I was 

young, my father had two wives. Me, I was taken to stay with my step-ma. And I was not save, 

when I was staying there. I had many problems. They used to [nie?] me four times. And then 

she was working in Jinja, I was also in Jinja. So, and I left home, I went to stay in the street. My 

father was in Somalia, he’s a soldier. So when I was staying there, so I decided to leave school, 

cause I used to not eat at home. I went away from home. I came back, told him all that. He 

chased my mom when he came back from Somalia. So [indistinct] and he brought me back into 

school. 

53 R: And what are your future goals? Do you also want to become a soldier like your dad? Or do 

you have different plans? 

54 J: No. At least a lawyer (smiles) 

55 R: A lawyer? That sounds good, so you want to do the A’level? 

56 J: Yes. 

57 R: And then go to university? 

58 J: Yes. 

59 R: Good, alright. 

60 M: I’m called Marion. When I was still young, my mother and my father separated. But my 

mother went to their home, my mother stayed, and when I reached P 4, my mother came back. 

She took care of me. I reached P 7. Then they witched my mother. My mother went to 

hospitals, and hospitals, she was still sick. But my mother went to a church. They prayed for 

her. After my mother got healed, they witched me again, then I was about to get too sick for 

PLE. And I thought that I would die. But God, the hand of God was helping me. And I want, 

my goal is, I want to become a nurse in the future.  

61 R: So you’re going to do this course after the O’levels 

62 M: Yea after O’levels.  

63 R: Nice thank you. 

64 MR: My name is Mirriam. When I was still young, my parents took care of me. But when I 

reached four years, my auntie took care of me. I started in a government school, that was 2007 

and in 2009 I was brought to Bukedea Lifeline. I started from Lifeline up to primary seven. 

When I sat for my examinations, primary leaving examinations, I got 15 aggregates. But still 

my parents was not happy when I got fifteen aggregates, he wanted me to get the distinction 

one, but I said: ‘How can I get the distinction one, when you have not done what? Taking me to 

the boarding section.’ My father kept quiet. After that, I stayed first at home. After staying at 

home, my auntie came for me. I told her: ‘Am I going to a secondary school or not?’ My auntie 
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said: ‘You are going to go. With God, everything is possible.’ I stayed at home for one week, 

she came to me that ‘Mirriam, let’s go to school’. I came, I got admission letter and I was 

admitted there in senior one. From there, my parent, you know, my dad started paying my 

school fees. That’s why I testify that if my father was not there, or any of my parents, I would 

not now be in a secondary school. And I testify the goodness of the Lord. And after O’level, 

I’m going to nursing course.  

65 R: Nice! Thank you for sharing your stories. I think we got a good idea about your past, the 

present and what you want to do in future. Maybe just to clarify, do you all know already if you 

want to stop after the O’levels or if you want to go for the A’levels? 

66 (8 students want to go for the A’levels.) 

67 R: Ok so if you think about all those steps you have to take to achieve your goals. What would 

you say, how important is secondary education for you? 

68 (no answer) 

69 R: Or maybe let’s do it like this… If you look at those steps: past, present, and future. What 

would you say, which one is the most important one  

70 Students: Future.  

71 R: You all agree? 

72 Students: Yes. 

73 R: So this is the most important one. And the second? 

74 Students: Present 

75 R: Everybody agrees? 

76 Students: Yes. 

77 R: Ok, so third is the past.  

78 So you all say, future is the most important step. Then let’s talk about future a bit more.  

79 I assume, since you want to do the A’level, you also want to go to university later. 

80 Girl: Yes.  

81 R: And then of course you will have to find a job. What do you think what kind of struggles 

could there be on your way to finding a job? 

82 Students: School fees.  

83 R: For university? 

84 Girl: Yes. Unless when you get a government sponsor, but if you don’t get a government 

sponsor or any other person, it will be difficult to pay for the university.  

85 R: Yea ok. Anything else? 

86 Girl: And even when, like your parents are separated or all of them have died, there will be no 

way that you can go to the what? The university level. Now you’ll be trying to see whether you 

have friends or even relatives… and even you can easily go back to your former school and ask 

them to help you, so that next time you also come and help them. Yea. That is all what I think 

about the future.  

87 R: And about jobs? If you think about jobs, how are your chances to find a job or how is it to 

find a job in Uganda? 

88 Girl: Like, it is very difficult. It means when you’ve got good grades and even obedience, and 

discipline. All those things it needs. 

89 Boy: And at least when you want a job you need someone. 

90 Girls: Someone! 

91 Girl: Someone who is ahead 

92 [students talk, indistinct] 

93 Girl: Even if you have good papers, but you don’t have a person in front, no one gives you a 

job. There are also people who know all their relatives they want. So just miss a job when 

you’re even finished to study.  

94 Girl: And even sometimes, when you’re all passed and you’re many in your sub-county. When 

they say we want like people like 200 people and you come when you’re more than 200 people, 
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so you have few chances to get that job. Yea that is all.  

95 R: Ok so it is quite difficult. 

96 Boy: And if you are to get a job, at least you should get money and then give it to the people in 

the office.  

97 R: Ok so you bribe them. 

98 Boy: You bribe them. 

99 R: Ok so that is a normal procedure. Without bribing you have problems getting a job.  

100 Students: Mhm (agree) 

101 R: Ok so there are some factors you cannot influence when you want to get somewhere, right? 

You need money. That is something hard to get as you are students. 

102 Students Yes.  

103 Girl: Even if someone is ahead of you, even from you the same family. Yea that’s when you 

can access that job.  

104 R: So you need contacts. 

105 Girl: Yea! 

106 Girl: If you have a relative ahead of you, who is able to link you. 

107 R: But do you think there is any possibility how this could be changed? If you would be the one 

to decide, what do you think, how could you change this? 

108 Boy: Ah for me, what I want to say. If this policy of the age limit is brought, you see, here in 

Uganda, you see very old person is in the office and the youth is just sitting [indistinct] also 

finished education have just passed, but no job. 

109 R: So in the offices there are very old people. 

110 Students: Yes. 

111 R: And they don’t have to retire. 

112 Students: Yes! 

113 Girl: Some few months back, they were to bring this policy that they should equate age limit 

and some people were arguing, some people were agreeing. Now we don’t know where that is 

ending, because behind that are people in parliament… 

114 Boy: Yea you can see our president, the man is 75 years, you see… 

115 Girl: Now people are saying that they should bring what? Age limit, so that even the youth can 

also access the jobs. You see, maybe we want to be a president, but now you see our president 

is there still and yet he is very old for the what? The job. So people that I wish they could bring 

the age limit, so that even us the youth we can also get, instead of us to sit at home, to struggle, 

to gamble life like that when we are having what? The papers. So they say that they should 

bring what? Age limit. So that they will help those poor in low land areas. 

116 R: Yea and make space for younger people.  

117 Girl: Yaa! 

118 Boy: They should [indistinct] the limit because when an old person can represent, when they 

have assigned him for terms at the age limit so that people, if he is passed finishing his terms, 

he should go away. And then another one also comes. 

119 Boy: I know I’ve talked a lot. I’ll show what I want to say. Maybe if you want to get a job. 

Maybe you should begin your private job, business, private business. You go just for studies or 

you get your knowledge, you come and open your business. That is how now you would be 

able to get what? Money. 

120 R: To be self-employed.  

121 Boy: Yes to be self-employed.  

122 Girl: Sometimes they can advertise that if you want there are people who have taken like a 

business in more than three years, two years. So that when you go there, they can easily give 

you the interviews from past so that you’re able to sell yourself to the outside. Like when 

you’re planting green pepper they announce radios, TVs that if you’re taking like more than 

two years in that business, three years… That thing can also make you get a job easily because 



118 |  

 

you at least have taken something so now you are used to that thing. That is what I think about 

Uganda.  

123 Boy: Again, what I say. Maybe, now, if you want to get a job early, you go for this junior 

courses. That is building, welding, and driving. Maybe at least you can get a job there. 

124 R: So you should also think about - if you do the A’levels - what exactly you will do 

afterwards. Will you study? Will you find a job in that field? 

125 Girl: And those things are mostly done during the vacation. So that you will be able to join the 

university that is what people do in Uganda. If you know you have the little amount of money 

you can go during your vacation, you go and do some business, selling tomatoes, building what 

this that. You can do that, you’ll be saving your money for when time comes for you to go to 

university, you can also go. And other people come in to help you. Like people, relatives, 

friends, and even the government sometimes. If you take your grade to the government officers 

they will help you somewhere. But after some time when you get a job, they will be chopping 

your money to pay them the ones they used to pay you when you were in the university. That is 

what they do. 

126 R: Ok. So we have those two models: doing a course or going to university. What would you 

say are the advantages of doing a course? 

127 Girl: You know, you can use the way, if you got the aggregates. And even it is sometimes 

money, if you lack money for going to A’level at least you can go for a course. Even if nurses 

[indistinct] you can at least go for a small course, then after that one, you go to the nursing 

course you wanted. Because for us the main job most people do is teaching, primary teaching. 

People like that one. So after that one, at least you’ve got some money, then you go for the 

nursing course. That’s what most people do. After O’level even they lack money for going to 

A’level that is what they can do. 

128 R: Ok. But for those courses you also have to pay fees? 

129 Students: Yes. 

130 Girl: But at least in teaching, the amount of money is not much. But if you just rush to nursing 

there is a lot of money. But now in teaching, at least money is too low. 

131 Girl: At least with teaching you can upgrade, so that after you got some job, you can get your 

money, then you start upgrading, get a certificate, you go up. Then you get money after you 

have ended where you want to. 

132 R: So that option is actually not so bad. What about the university. A lot of you want to go to 

university, what do you think is the advantage of going there? 

133 Boy: Why I want to go to the university? At least I want to get papers of high level, so that I get 

a very good job. Yea that is what is making me, what is burning my heart. To go to the 

university.  

134 R: And do you already know which field/which subject? 

135 Boy: I want to do BCM, BCM. And I want to do it, but I don’t know… It is all I got now. 

Cause even my fees, cause only my mom is there. But it’s now God to show me the way.  

136 Girl: For me, why I want to go to university. I also want to be in higher level and I want to get a 

good amount of money so that I can cover the money which I’ve been using for education. And 

I also develop. That’s why. 

137 Girl: For me why I want to go to university, is that here in Uganda, if you got papers of higher 

level, they can give you the job easily. You can get a job easily. And they can pay you a lot of 

money, because you have papers of higher level. And those who have not got those papers of 

higher level you can’t get a job easily. That’s why I want to go to university. 

138 Girl: The reason why I want to go to the university, I want to get papers of high level. So that 

when I come back, I should be able to help the children. 

139 Girl: For me, why I want to go to university, just like when you go to university you go for a 

degree, you go for a diploma, masters, the PhD. And even when you get a job in Uganda, you 

can easily come and also help the needy, who have been, even those ones who have been needy 

they have also been praying that ‘I wish that girl that goes to a higher level that comes back and 
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helps us also’. And when you come back and help them they will keep on blessing you they 

would be adding you more and more. And even God will bless you, because God says ‘help 

those ones who are in need’ and somewhere also they will also help you. That’s why I want to 

also go to university, so that I will also develop even the country, feels pride because of me. 

Even the family, friends and even the teachers, even this school. If I go to university they will 

say: ‘Our girl from Lifeline’. That’s why I want to go to university.  

140 R: Ok to make others proud and maybe be a role model for other people.  

141 Girl: Yea [smiles]. 

142 Girl: But always what they [indistinct] with the amount of money you get like when you finish 

O’level like this. When you get money which is enough for you to complete A’level you can 

go, but if you have limited money, you can branch to a certain course. So, when you branch you 

can also, you can also upgrade and you go to your this thing where you want to end. So the 

income matters. 

143 R: So when you go to university your income will be higher compared to if you do a course? 

144 Boy: When you go up to university you will get a bigger job and the world is moving forward. 

There will be a time, when it comes to, if you have not reached to university, you will not get a 

job. So it is good to be there. You will also be respected 

145 R: So that is also another aspect, when you go to university, you rank a bit higher and get 

respect… 

146 …Ok, so if you want to go to university, you probably have to go away from home to a big city 

like Kampala. So you will all have to leave your families behind, and start your own lives. How 

do you feel about that? 

147 Students: Great! 

148 R: You’re excited about it? 

149 Girl: It will be great. And even us who want to go to Germany once again we [indistinct]. 

150 R: Why do you want to go abroad? 

151 Girl: [smiles] Like even it is better to like go to other places. You can even get to know, have 

good friends. And even like you, you’ve come to Uganda, now you’ve gotten good friends. 

You’ve also got the news about our country. And even us we want to also know the news about 

your country. That’s why we also want abroad.  

152 (Students ask about weather in Germany, I explained.) 

153 R: So you would go away to study and when you graduate and look for jobs, where do you 

think you will be most likely to find jobs? In those bigger cities or at home where your families 

come from? 

154 Girl: Yea. It’s a big difference now where you can… because you can take your applications, 

but now you can even come back to your same district or you can go abroad or even in 

Kampala, there our capital city, you can even go there, even Mbale, even Kumi you can get 

what? A job. And it’s not easy to get from this areas. 

155 Boy: And also it depends on the course you did. Cause as per now the courses which are 

more… 

156 Girl: … marketable. 

157 Boy: Marketable, is like maybe you do the sciences, that is what… You be a doctor, teachers, 

what… 

158 R: So in those fields you find jobs basically everywhere. 

159 Boy: So when you do those courses that is when you have more opportunities. 

160 R: Ok. For other jobs you either would not find anything or you’d have to go to bigger cities? 

161 Boy: And also, even if you are to get a job. Maybe you should have someone in front. 

162 R: Yes. As you said before, someone who introduces you and gets you a job. 

163 Students: Yes. Yes. 

164 R: Do some of you have friends or older brothers or sisters who maybe are in university 

already? 

165 Not yet? 
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166 Girl: Not yet. 

167 R: Or someone who did a course, who has a job now? 

168 Girl: For me my sister branched when she had finished senior four she lacked money, then she 

went to do her midwife course. 

169 R: Oh nice, that’s good.  

170 Boy: I have several brothers in university. 

171 R: Ok. And is that something you want to achieve too or do they tell you about it? 

172 Boy: No. 

173 R: No? They don’t tell you about it? 

174 Other Boy: My brother [indistinct] There is life there, there is life there.  

175 R: So he is in university now? And was it difficult for him to get there? 

176 Boy: Actually I don’t interact with him. 

177 R: Ok but you also want to go to university? Do you think it will help you that your brothers are 

there already? 

178 Boy: I don’t know. 

179 R: Ok good! Do you have anything else you want to share? About your future? About what is 

good, what is not so good? 

180 (No one has anything to say anymore). 

 

Focus Group Discussion 5: Senior 3 students 

Note: The age range in this group was between 14 and 17 years. Number of participants: 12 

1 The Introduction: 

(I asked the students to introduce themselves. Name, Age, where you come from, what was 

good this year? What was not so good?) 

2 (Nobody wanted to start so I started introducing myself) 

3 R: As I said already, I’m Charlotte. I’m 25 years old. I’m from Germany and I’m a university 

student. And what was good for me this year was coming to Uganda to meet you. That was my 

highlight because I was waiting for that to happen for so long. And now I’m really happy that 

I’m here.  

4 J: My name is Okwalinga Jorem. I’m 17 years and I’m born in Bukedea district. And what was 

good for me this year is I passed my exams and I was promoted to senior three. 

5 R: Nice, thanks. 

6 U: I’m called […], a Ugandan. I’m in senior three. That is it. 

7 R: How old are you? 

8 U: 16 years. 

9 R: Ok. Thanks. 

10 D: Ok. I’m Apio Doreen. I’m a 16 year old girl. I’m Ugandan by nationality, an Iteso by tribe. 

We thank you for coming to take your research from Bukedea. I’m a senior three girl. Thank 

you. 

11 VG: I’m Engoru Victor Gabriel. I’m 17 years old. And Ugandan by nationality. Senior three 

student. One of the best things I’ve ever had is passing, the worst things I don’t have. And 

that’s all. 

12 CB: My name is Etoorl Bonface Charles. Ugandan by nationality, Iteso by tribe and […] 

original by clan. I’m a senior three student, born of [Kamon?] village. One of the best things I 

like is playing football. Yea. 

13 B: My name is Odong Benard. Ugandan by nationality, Iteso by tribe. A senior three is my 

class. […] The most things I like is making fun. Yea and I think that [indistinct]. 

14 N: My name is Achoroi Nathan. I’m in senior three. By the nationality a Ugandan. And I like 

playing football. 

15 R: How old are you? 
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16 N: I’m 17 years. 

17 P: My name is Mwajuma Patience Madrine. My nationality is a Ugandan. I’m in senior three B. 

The things I like friends.  

18 AD: My name Aniemo Dorothy. Ugandan by nationality. I’m a senior three student in Lifeline 

Bukedea. I’m interested in creating more friends, love God. Think that’s what I can say for 

now.  

19 S: I’m Shalom. In senior three, seventeen years old. Ugandan. Iteso by tribe. I’m interested in 

making new friends. I like swimming. That is it. 

20 C: I’m Adekur Charlotte. I’m a Ugandan by nationality, I’m a senior three student girl. I’m 

proud for this year I made a German friend. 

21 M: My name is Akello Mary, senior three student, Ugandan by nationality. The thing that I like 

is listening to music. 

22 T: My name’s Wandawa Tonny. I’m [indistinct] from Mbale. Ugandan by nationality. And I 

love football. That’s all. 

23 R: Thanks. Great. 

24 (Now the Brainstorming starts) 

25 (The discussion starts. As the students wrote a lot, I ask them to each summarise briefly what 

they wrote down about each part) 

26 R: So who would like to start? 

27 T: My name is Wandawa Tonny. I was born in Mbale, I’m […] by tribe, Ugandan by 

nationality. And my present. I am now in secondary level. And my ambition is to be a doctor 

and I’m now doing […] in sciences. And my goal, my future goal is to, is to become a doctor. 

28 R: That’s good. And about you past? Did you write down something about your past? 

29 T: Yea I had this, I had some [gettingness?] of sickness but anyway I was treated and it was 

over like [indistinct]. And now another goal is to handle, to handle, to praise God. And now… I 

like football only that I rarely play because I have no access to it. But I’m willing to do it in my 

future.  

30 R: OK. Thanks a lot. So since you want to become a doctor, your plan is also to do the A’level 

after you have finished the O’levels. And then go to university? 

31 T: Yea. 

32 R: Ok good! 

33 M: My name is Akello Mary. What I had in the past was when I did my PLE exam and I 

passed. The present: I’m now in secondary level of education. The future is: I become a 

journalist. 

34 R: A journalist? 

35 M: Yes. 

36 R: And how would you go about that? 

37 M: I’m working hard in these subjects 

38 R: So you would do the A’levels too? 

39 M: Yes. 

40 R: And then you study? 

41 M: At university. 

42 C: My names are Adeku Charlotte. My past was when I passed my PLE and my parents were 

happy for me because they couldn’t believe that I could get such aggregates. My present is, I’m 

a student. My future is, I hope to go to A’level, join the univ… Makerere university. And I’d 

like to become a doctor in the future. 

43 R: Also a doctor, good. 

44 S: I’m Shalom. About my past: I’ve… the most interesting part about my past is that time when 

I celebrated my birthday and I was given a round, a whole round of pizza to eat, but I failed. 

And about my present: I’m happy for I meet new faces every day. And it gives me hope, that 

there’s a bright future in front. And my future… I cannot detect my future, but I say little about 
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it: I want to be a doctor and I’ll do… I want to do journalist and music as part time job.  

45 R: Ok so you also want to go to university? 

46 S: Mhh… I want, after my senior four exams, it will determine when I get good results and 

then, then I’ll just go on. After branching I go for a course in nursing, then I’ll go on 

47 R: So from nursing you can always upgrade. 

48 S: Yea I’ll uprade, yea. 

49 D: I’m Dorothy [indistinct]. In the past I was so happy when I received my PLE results and I 

excelled. Got a first grade. That made me very happy. My present: I’m still a student, working 

hard to achieve my goal that is I want to do journalism. That is if I finish my A’level I go, go 

for some course waiting for the results to come back then I will go to a school of journalism. 

My future: If I finish the course of journalism, I’m looking forward to also getting, going for a 

new course again in Oxford University, Britain to add on my career. That is all.  

50 P: My name is Patience. As I was still young, in primary I’d feel like to just reach secondary. 

But when I saw that it would be possible I joined it and I had got already good results. Now 

like, I’m right now in senior three and I’m looking just forward to like to see that I, when I pass 

my senior four, I can continue with my A’level and I join university. And I go, like I get a 

course of studying laws. The after I complete my course being a lawyer I can go again further 

for journalism studies. And see… that’s all. 

51 N: My name is Achoroi Nathan. My past is: I’m in Bukedea Lifeline secondary school. I’m a 

[indistinct] by nationality. In this… I was in senior two and I was passed the exams of senior 

three B. And my present is: I was being promoted to senior three and my parents are still paying 

my school fees. And next the future plans: In the future when I pass my [indistinct] then I join 

the college, I branch the college. And I want to become a doctor, I pass the science subjects. 

Yes. That’s all. 

52 B: Odong Benard. I also was at home before I went to school. Most of my friends used to tell 

me that the school was so hard. But I couldn’t believe it. As time went on, I also tried go school 

then I found it was easy at school. And the most thing I liked is this at least you give a try in 

everything. How hard the things may be, at least give a try. As I [indistinct] with school I had 

my life at least change again and my life has [indistinct] improved. I learned more, I’m still 

learning more from school. And all as I’ve been in school I have learned it’s good to be friendly 

because being friendly eventually can help you at times of trouble. And my goals for my future: 

If I manage to pass in O’level I may either go to A’level or branch. If I mean to branch then I 

may go for a course in Electro Engineering. Or if I mean to continue I may also take Arts that is 

HDG in Arts and there I’m most curious to become a lawyer. In case conscience go worse 

becoming a lawyer I may attend to be a police man.  

53 B: This is Bonface. When I was in primary I hoped to be in secondary. And you know when 

you are in primary you are very eager to be in secondary. And I hope to work hard and finish 

my O’level. And to join the university for a course. I would like to offer a course of journalism 

and mass communication. ‘Cause I want to move around the world. And if I don’t… I the 

parents fail to [indistinct] their money I will go for engineer. 

54 VG: I’m Engoru Victor Gabriel. And with my past I have nothing much to say but when I was 

in primary seven I had no hopes of passing my primary leaving examination but to my surprise 

I passed highly. I got good distinctions and that’s how I came to secondary. But with my 

present right now there’s nothing much I do that’s apart from books. I read my books. During 

my free time I listen to music, what… since they are my hobbies. And with my future, my 

dream job is to become a doctor though I don’t have the hope that I become one. 

55 R: You don’t have the hope? Why? 

56 VG: Anything can come. This is faith. So we… On the other hand I also would love to do mass 

communication and journalism do some music stuff, music engineering or anything that may 

come my way. And that’s all about my future. 

57 D: Once more I’m Aplo Doreen. My primary level my friends used to tell me when I reach that 

period of exams, exams are not so cheap that you can pass easily but I put my trust in God that 
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the Lord help me. I read my books and I passed well. My present: I’m luckily here in Lifeline 

and also I worship God and I praise and worship to be here that’s why I thank God. My future 

dream is to become a professional doctor so that I’ll be helping sick people to become ok. I’m 

praying to God to help me and I have hopes to reach there what I want to become. 

58 H: I’m [indistinct]. And when I was in primary I hoped to be in secondary. Now that I’m in 

secondary, my present is that I am S three hoping to be in A’level. That when I reach there I 

hope to go for my Masters and become a doctor and from there I’ll continue with my education. 

59 J: I’m Jorem. When I was in my primary seven I managed to pass in my primary leaving 

examination. I got around 16 aggregates. So I joined this school, Bukedea Lifeline. That was in 

2015. And my present: I want to, I hope to pass my O’level examination and I want to join 

A’level and go to university and do some Masters in Engineering. 

60 R: Good thanks! What I could hear was that many of you want to become doctors or journalists, 

lawyers, engineers. 

61 So you basically have those two options: After O’level doing a course or continue with A’level 

and then probably going to university. Does it also happen that people branch for a course after 

they finished A’level or is that not so common? 

62 S: Ok most people like when they reach senior six they are so excited to join the campus and it 

would be very hard for someone to branch after senior six so it would be better if you branch 

after senior four. But if you go to A’level most people are very excited after A’level they want 

to go to campus and enjoying that life at campus. 

63 R: Ok. And are there any struggles going to university? Because I can imagine there are also 

fees and also for the courses I assume there are fees… So is it very expensive? 

64 S: Yea sometimes it’s very expensive. And with university it has nice life but also it takes… if 

you not concentrate and if you concentrate on having a good life more, you’re going to get 

retakes which is a mess. Because every time you have to take a retake you’re paying more 

tuition so that makes many lose moral. 

65 R: Yes sure. And how is it with job opportunities after university? What would you say, are 

there a lot of jobs? Is it easy to find something for those who graduate from university? 

66 Boy: Well with jobs it’s not something easy to get after like university or some or anything. But 

it’s creativity. As long as you are creative you come up with anything and you become a job 

creator and not a job seeker at least you can do something. But with jobs I don’t think it is 

something easy to get after university or anything, any course.  

67 R: So you mean becoming a job creator means becoming self-employed? 

68 Boy: Yea. 

69 R: Starting maybe a business or service. 

70 Boy: Yea. 

71 R: So you are not dependent on other people to offer you a job. 

72 Boy: Yea. 

73 R: Ok. So going to university mostly means going away from here, for example to Kampala. So 

after you graduate from university do you think you would look for jobs where you come from 

originally, or in other places? What do you think how are the job opportunities in the different 

regions or areas in Uganda? Is there for example a difference between big cities and villages? 

74 S: Yea it would depend on what jobs you want. For example if we are talking about journalism 

you’re not going to go to areas where there is no market for journalism, you look for areas 

where there is media and it’s very easy for you to access the job. Let’s talk about being a 

doctor. You’re not going to go in those big, big areas, let’s say Kampala, because there is 

competition there for being a doctor. So maybe you come back to these deep villages where 

people are suffering. You create your own job, let’s say you’re self-employed, make your own 

hospital and you help people as well as you’re earning safe job.  

75 R: So it really depends on the job. 

76 S: Yea. 

77 R: And what about engineers? Where would you find the best jobs? 
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78 Boy: For an engineer it will depend on the contract you get. ‘Cause for you to get a contract is 

difficult. So you need to be self-employed so you can open your machine workshop you be a 

[new?] man. 

79 R: So what I learned is that self-employment is also a good alternative to make sure you have 

an income and not depend on employers to maybe pay you a salary. 

80 So we talked about the future. Now if we think about the present. What would you say how 

important is secondary school for you? For your whole lifeline? 

81 S: Actually secondary level is important. It’s important in a way that it’s a step you should go 

through to achieve what you want. Because when you come back to, back to primary you’re not 

going to use the primary certificate because it’s just some kind of a passport for you to go 

through and then you end at secondary level. And when you reach secondary level, in case you 

get the certificate of your name it would be a better thing for you because you look for 

something with that certificate but with the P seven certificate it will be very hard. Because 

with the Uganda of today, it’s… let me say it’s developed… it’s underdeveloped means they 

are not going to allow the P seven certificate anymore. So if you go through a secondary 

education, let’s say in Lifeline right now, you’d be able to get a nice certificate with good 

results in senior four, it will enable you go ahead and you achieve more. It will just be sort of an 

upgrade for you so that you go on upgrading your education and you get some nice future 

ahead.  

82 R: So you would say it’s not only an upgrade but it’s actually necessary. 

83 S: Yea.  

84 R: Because with only primary education you can’t really find… 

85 Girl: You can’t go so far.  

86 R: Ok. You also wanted to say something… 

87 Boy: Well in my [indistinct] I was like without secondary, there is no way you can go without 

passing through secondary. Because secondary it opens up your mind, it can show you your 

future, what you’re going to be. Because if you just come from primary there is nowhere you’re 

going. Primary is just some subjects. But with secondary you do a lot of subjects and you have 

to decide your future. So without passing through secondary there is nothing. You will be 

like… I don’t think you will get anything out of your studies.  

88 R: So would you also say that secondary education is not only the next step to proceed with 

your career but it also develops your personality?  

89 Boy: Yea.  

90 R: Is it the subjects or is it the teachers or how you interact with each other which kind of 

educates you in a way? 

91 Boy: Yea with some friends, they educate you. Yea I can find good friends where in case they 

are learning… really you can enjoy learning with your friends. 

92 R: So are you all in boarding? 

93 Girl: Some are day students. 

94 R: Who’s a day student? Ok quite a lot. 

95 What I also wanted to do is, if you look at past, present, and future, which of those steps is most 

important which is second and which is third? 

96 Boy: Yea for me, I suggest it is the future which is the most important. Because by now I’m 

here in Lifeline this is the one I’m aiming at and I’m now at school here, my aim is to see 

myself progress well in the future. That’s why I say the future is better, then the past and then 

the present. 

97 R: Ok so you would say future. 

98 S: Ahm. I would say present is… actually I consider present as per now because my present 

determines my future. What I’m to do today will determine what I’m going to be tomorrow and 

whatever I do today is to tell… my character of today is to tell my character tomorrow the 

person who I am going to be today is the woman of tomorrow. So the present is more important 

than the future.  
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99 Girl: I would also say my present is, I think, better like whatever I’m doing right now today will 

determine what I will do in future. ‘Cause if I, like, choose to not to study, no. Then my future 

will not become very well. And if I, like, there at school I chose to be at school so I’m working 

hard then at least my future will be good. So the present is more important ‘cause it determines 

your future.  

100 Boy: With me, I guess the past determines your future. Because if you do something wrong in 

the past you will have no future. If you misbehave in primary I don’t think you will be able to 

come secondary. Like me… with girls, maybe you get pregnant in primary you have no 

secondary studies. So I guess it’s the past that determines your future.  

101 Boy: The present that becomes my future. ‘Cause if I make wrong decisions right now I will 

not succeed in future. Because if I chose to become a thief right now then the future it will be 

worse. So it is the present that determines my future.  

102 Girl: As to me I say it’s the present that determines the future. ‘Cause I will first dream for my 

future to fulfil the dream of my life. Because I can determine my future but I cannot determine 

my present. ‘Cause if I can’t dream I can’t fulfil what I want to become in future. I have to first 

dream to determine what I want to become. Like to me I want to become a doctor so in my 

present I’m working so hard I become a doctor to fulfil my dream. That’s what I can say. 

103 S: Ok just to add on something little. Actually the future is very hard to be detected by human 

beings and I can say it's only God above it all who would know what is to happen in your 

future. And in any case, there is a chance everywhere in life. So I say it’s the present that will 

determine your future. The present will combine with the past will determine your future. But 

the future is so hard to be predicted. It’s just your ambition to say I want to be so and so in 

future. But you’ll not be so and so unless you are determined in the present. 

104 Boy: Well I think the past. Because with the past, the past is the one that determines our future. 

Because like if you’re in primary and there you refuse the advice you’re given and maybe you 

fail even. There it determines your future whether you go to secondary. That’s why I think the 

past. 

105 R: Ok thanks. So I don’ think we’ll be able to establish a ranking that fits all your opinions. But 

that is no problem. I think all of your opinions are valid.  

106 So if we think about all the steps you have to take (primary school, secondary school, the 

O’level and the A’level, and we have university), which of those steps are most important? 

Could also be kind of equal. 

107 Boy: Well with universities, the university, if you complete university there you’ll be having 

very many chances to get any job or do anything creative be self-employed or something. But 

again if we come back to secondary, it’s almost all the same if you’re still creative you can 

come up with any idea and be self-employed. If you decide to branch to any technical school 

it’s all still the same. I take it like that. 

108 R: So it’s kind of equal? 

109 Boy: Yea it’s kind of equal. 

110 Girl: For me I think it’s not equal ‘cause like for example being a teacher you can’t compare 

like a teacher who has graduated who has got a diploma in teaching and a person who just 

branched in secondary level. At least when they all get the jobs they won’t pay the same salary 

‘cause at least the other one has higher papers of education. ‘Cause you got to, at least you went 

ahead and got a diploma in education and not like maybe the one who branched in secondary 

they are going to an institution so you won’t be paid at the same level.  

111 S: For me I would say it will depend on the self-motive of an individual. If I branched from 

senior four, I went for a course maybe in nursing and one went to university, graduated maybe 

then got a PhD, maybe let’s say in journalism or in tourism. When I’m doing a course in 

nursing or in medicine I branched from senior four and one who went ahead and what appears 

be in tourism our earning rates will be different. Because when you compare nursing to tourism 

it’s a bit different because you’ll go for tourism and they will put you in a section where are 

those? Maybe those work will be to leading those tourists to where they stay, maybe just to 
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show them the accommodation and that will not pay the income me a nurse who branched in 

senior four am getting. So it will depend on the self-motive of a person.  

112 R: Ok good. One last question: If you think about your future goal and what you have to do to 

get there. Are there also some factors you yourself can’t influence? 

113 (The students did not understand the question at first so I explained again) 

114 S: Yea sometimes you maybe, let’s say, there are those people, let’s say I heard it from the 

outside countries. Let’s say the American countries. These children come up with motives. In 

case I’m a mother, know my child wants to become a doctor, I’ll just equip my child with those 

things a doctor must use. And she’ll come up with a brand build of being a doctor. She’ll know 

how to use a syringe, she’ll know how to prescribe medicine and sometimes it’s also nice to be 

next to those people. Let’s say you want to be a journalist you always inquire from them, how 

do they do this, how should I do to get to this. Though you’ve not been in class and taught 

physically, you get to interact with those people. It will be some kind of advantage to you, to 

get to your goal.  

115 R: Ok so interacting with those people. Anyone else? Something that is not in your power 

something you need to go to university other than working hard and passing the A’level? 

116 Or is it just all in your power and you can achieve anything if you just work hard? 

117 (Nobody answers) 

118 Looks like it that is great! So as long as you work hard you can achieve your goals and I hope 

you will! 

 

Focus Group Discussion 6: Senior 2 students 

Note: The age range in this group is between 17 and 19 years. Number of participants: 8 

1 The Introduction: 

2 M: By the names Ochom Michael. I’m senior 2A. I’m 18 years old 

3 R: And where are you from? 

4 M: I’m from [Ukungoro?]. 

5 R: That’s here in the district? 

6 M: Bukedea district. And I’m in Bukedea Lifeline Secondary School. That is it. 

7 R: Ok thanks. 

8 D: My name is Malinga David. I’m in Bukedea Lifeline Senior 2A. I come from Kakere 

Bukedea District. And what else? I am so happy to be in Bukedea Lifeline and I’m still doing 

my studies as well. And I’m so happy that my parents are paying my fees. And may God bless 

them. 

9 E: I’m Blessed Ephraim. I’m in Bukedea Lifeline and I’m from Kamacha, Kumi District. But I 

stay here in town. I’m in Senior 2A, my studies are well. They go on very well everything’s ok. 

Life is going on very well. 

10 R: That is good. 

11 E: Yea 

12 R: Thanks. 

13 L: I’m by the names Amoding Lillian Joan. I come from Kasuka, Bukedea District. And since 

studies are going well, very well and I’m happy for that. And I thank my parents for having 

gotten me the money. 

14 J: My name is Amongin Joanitah. I’m in Senior 2A. I come from Soroti. And I’m very glad to 

meet you today. And even studies are going on well. Yea and the teachers also are doing their 

work joyfully. That’s why I thank.  

15 AJ: I’m known by the names Adeke Joan. I’m from Kumi. I’m also sixteen years old. I’m in 

Senior 2A in Bukedea Lifeline SS. And I’m looking forward to achieve my goals and dreams.  

16 G: My name is Ijala Euphemia Grace. I’m in Bukedea Lifeline. I’m 14 years old. I’m in Senior 

2A. I come from Kumi District. And I’m happy to be in Bukedea Lifeline. Thank you. 
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17 OJ: My name is Ocheger James. I’m from Bukedea District in Kasoka. And I’m very happy to 

be in Lifeline and I welcome everyone also to Lifeline. 

18 R: Thank you! Thanks a lot. That was good.  

19 The Discussion: 

20 R: To get some overview it would be nice if each of you could just briefly say what you wrote 

about the past, present, and future, what was important. And then we can discuss it a bit. Just 

something short so we get an overview. Would you like to start again? Or… (students indicated 

to start from the other side this time) Yea maybe that’s just fair. Maybe you can just say briefly 

what you wrote about the past. 

21 OJ: Read it. 

22 R: If you prefer to read it you can also do that.  

23 OJ: In the past I wanted to be the teacher but I saw it was so tiresome. Because for me I am 

short tempered I cannot teach younger generations. 

24 R: Ok and in the present? 

25 OJ: The present: The present I first want to study then after studies I go for a nursing course 

26 R: Mhm. So after O’Level? 

27 OJ: No. After A’Level. Then I go for a nursing course. Then become a doctor by profession 

28 R: Ok sounds good. Nice. And finally the future. 

29 OJ: In the future I want to be a doctor and then I go to Germany to [indistinct] from Germany. 

So that they can continue with their life successfully. 

30 R: Ok nice. Thank you. 

31 You want to read it too? 

32 G: In the past I wanted to achieve my biggest goal and that was passing the primary leaving 

exams. I worked hard and I achieved that goal. And again I wanted to stay happily with my 

parents and that one I also achieved. That was my past. In the present I am working hard in 

Bukedea Lifeline in order to achieve my goal in the future. I am happy living with my teachers, 

my class mates and you. Thank you. In the past, eh in the future I want to achieve my goal and 

that is becoming a secondary teacher.  

33 R: Ok good.  

34 G: I want to help my parents cause they are also helping me now.  

35 R: That’s important, yea… Thank you! 

36 AJ: I remember in my past also I used to live a notorious life. Because I was staying with my 

uncle’s wife. She used to torture, abuse so much that I regretted as to why I got created. 

Present: But even though I was, but even though I passed through those hard conditions. I thank 

God for that. He made me to come and stay with my father and I’m very happy with that 

because I’m quite living a hard life. In future I’m looking forward to work hard to achieve my 

goals and fulfil my dreams because I have all the hardships which are in this world but through 

God everything is possible because he is the one who holds our future. I want to become a 

professional doctor in future. Thanks. 

37 R: Thanks. 

38 L: In the past I was still young when I grew up I went to school for studies. I was brought to 

Bukedea Lifeline for my studies. And I was brief enough to begin studying when I was still 

young. And I thank God for that he [indistinct]. Present: I’m praying and I’m working hand in 

hand to see that I will succeed in future and I promise I will have a good job. The studies are 

going on very well and I know I will pass them. Especially this term I’m going to read better. In 

future I want to become a doctor as well as I’m doing a combination of BCM and I pray God 

that he will help me. Thanks. 

39 R: Thank you. 

40 J: In my past when I was still young I thought I would not be able to reach secondary because I 

was a person who never liked reading. And I was being advised to start practising so that I get 

used to. My present: I saw my life on a line of reaching secondary because I used to read 

whenever I find any story book and also when I see anyone reading I felt like I should do so. To 
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my life, when I see someone reading, I mean, I feel I should do so. Because when I’m dumb 

and, or when I’m not doing anything productive I don’t feel myself. My future: I see I can 

manage to achieve my goals because in past I was a person who hated reading and also, and 

also studies. But right now I’m interested and I’m still having interests of exploring more about 

education. And I believe when someone puts hopes in something, in something, in it, I’m sure 

that goals will appear afterwards. 

41 R: Ok good. Thank you! 

42 E: In the past studies were going on well but my studies were not good in that I was normally 

sent home for fees. But nevertheless I struggled until I passed my PLE exams and I was 

thinking of my goal. Present: In the present now my goal is going in process and the issues of 

fees is going on well in that my fees have been paid so I am looking forward to achieving my 

goal of becoming an engineer in future. Future now: In my future I must become an engineer so 

that I am, so that I’ll be able to earn a living and I pray to God that my family will not be sent 

home for fees as I was. And I thank my parents for the struggle that they have done that 

everything is going on, my studies are going well. Thank you. 

43 D: I remember when I was still young I used to have a problem with my unary system. I was 

taken to hospital for an operation and with God’s love, grace, and mercy they managed to save 

me from that problem. And I thank God so much for having done that to me. And I’m doing my 

studies well. I also want to be a good doctor in future so that I also save people’s lives as God 

did that to me. I pray so hard to God he blesses me so that I will be a good person in future. 

Amen. Then in the present: I’m at school enjoying my studies without any problem. And 

teachers are doing their part well and I understand whatever they teach me. And I have a goal of 

becoming a doctor in future so that all in that come in front of me I do well and save people’s 

lives. The future: I want to be a doctor in future and save others the way God did and save me 

as well. I am so happy that I’m at school doing whatever I want and achieve what God has 

preferred for me in future. My parents are doing so well and they’re supporting me, providing 

whatever I want at school. And I would make them happy by achieving the best in my life. May 

God bless me and I be a person in future. 

44 R: Ok thank you. 

45 M: At the past I was not at school. And I was not even having any thoughts of coming back to 

school. In the present, the Germans supported me and they’re the ones taking of my school fees. 

And I thank God that [they him glore them abundantly]. In the future I want to work hard so 

that I can become and engineer. And after completing my secondary I want God also to help me 

to reach Germany for the university and I also wish to be in Germany years to come. Help me 

God. 

46 R: Thank you very much for sharing your thought. I think that was very interesting. As I 

understand many of you want to go to university later. For example when you want to become a 

doctor you have to go to university or could you do a nursing course and then upgrade? How 

does it work? 

47 (They did not know or at least did not say anything?) 

48 R: You’re not sure? 

49 Boy: I’m not understanding the question. 

50 R: So you’re in Senior 2 now right? 

51 Boy: Yes. 

52 R: So if your goal is to become a doctor you probably have to do A’levels after you finished the 

O’levels? 

53 Boy: A’levels. 

54 R: And then go to university. Is that right? 

55 Boy: Yes. 

56 R: Ok. But could you also after the O’level maybe do a nursing course and then somehow 

upgrade to become a doctor or do you have to study at university to become a doctor? 

57 Boy: Yes you are supposed to study 
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58 R: Ok. So many of you would go to university after you finished the A’levels right? 

59 Students: Yes. 

60 R: So your goal would be to also do the A’levels after Senior four.  

61 So if you think about the steps you took in the past, in the present and maybe those in the 

future. What would you say which of those phases is the most important one? I have place one, 

two, and three. What would you say, how would you rate them? Which one is on first position, 

second position, and third position? 

62 Girl asked to repeat the question. 

63 R: I was just asking which of those phases, the past, present, and future are most important. 

Which is the most important one – that would be first place – which is the second most 

important and which is the third important? What do you think? Is future most important or 

present or past? 

64 Girl: The future is most important. 

65 R: Ok why would you say so? 

66 Girl: Because in future everything will be right. That’s how I see. 

67 R: Ok so in future you’re going to have a job… 

68 Girl: Yes. 

69 R: … have some salary… 

70 Girl: Yes. 

71 R: Ok. What do you others think? Is it also the future for you? 

72 Boy: It is the future because it is even said that the fruits of education are so bitter but the roots 

are so sweet. So that is why I’m taking future. 

73 R: Ok good. Anyone else? Do you also think future? 

74 Girl: Future. 

75 R: The future? Why? 

76 Girl: Because it’s in the future that most of us are going to achieve our goals. We shall get jobs, 

earn a living, and we shall live happily together. Not like right now.  

77 R: Not like now? Ok.  

78 Other Girl: To me I suggest that it’s the past. Because for me at first when it was in my past I 

never liked reading but some time I also started reading as it is always that someone cannot 

start planting a tree from up. They start always from down. That’s why I say that it’s the past. 

So for years to come I know future will be good if I continue with the same. 

79 R: Yea.  

80 Other Girl: For me I like to say that it’s future. ‘Cause in future you have to earn you a life, earn 

a salary, what... Those things, those sweet things 

81 R: Yea. 

82 Boy: For me I would like to say it’s present because it’s during present times is when you will 

be working hard to prepare for the future. So that you enjoy the luxury in future. 

83 R: Mhm yea good. 

84 Other boy: I would like to say present. Because you’ll… there is even the say that enjoy life 

when you are still… Ah if you wait for the future it will get when you are very old, you cannot 

enjoy life. Yes. 

85 R: Ok. Yea. Good it looks like we can’t really rank them because everybody has some different 

phases that are important to each of you. And I think that’s fine. All of your arguments were 

right. So I think we shouldn’t rate the and just leave them like that.  

86 Maybe if we talk anyways a bit about the future and about the opportunities, job opportunities 

you will have. For example when you go to university you will probably have to go further 

away, like to Kampala or Mbale. So you wouldn’t be here anymore right? 

87 And when you graduate from university, what do you think, where are you going to look for 

jobs? Would it be where you graduate, like Kampala Mbale, big cities? Or do you think it is 

also possible to find those jobs around here or back where your family lives? 
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88 Girl: I think that I should find a job in the city there, not back again in the village. Because 

there is money, the way I see it, life is good in the city, not like in the village.  

89 R: Why do you think in the city it’s better? 

90 Girl: Because in the village, they don’t buy expensive things, they want cheap things. So there 

in the city they buy things, those expensive things. 

91 R: Yea ok. And you think you would find a better job there? 

92 Girl: Yea. 

93 R: How is it for the others? 

94 Boy: For me, after I finish my university, after graduated… and I just want to go and work with 

these engineering companies like the Indians. Because most of the engineering companies are 

held by the Indians. Mhh that’s why I want to take engineering.  

95 R: And did you hear that the jobs there are good? 

96 Boy: Yea. 

97 R: So you would earn a lot of money and would have a safe job there? 

98 Boy: Yes. 

99 R: Ok. Anyone else? 

100 Girl: For me, my suggestion is I can manage first go back again when I graduated from. So I 

hope those ones also to graduate like me. And I see when you’re in the process of helping those 

people you’d also be earning some salary in your council. I think that is good. It’s my option.  

101 R: Yea thank you 

102 Other Girl: My [indistinct] getting a job in town. It is easier to find a job in town cause there are 

many opportunities like working in those big hospitals, there are big hospitals in towns 

[indistinct] clinics.  

103 R: Yea. 

104 Other Girl: Me like after graduation I want to go and get a job from within our place so that I 

will be, it will be easier for me to interact with the people who have been educating me, paying 

my fees, shall be interacting and I’ll be thanking them and even talking with my fellow sisters 

and the others. 

105 Other Girl: To me on my side, I think that getting a job in the place where you have studied 

from is not easy, ‘cause there is a lot of population, population is high. So I think I can go 

abroad and get a job from there.  

106 R: Ok, yea. You wanted to say something? 

107 Boy: Me I want to go and get a job from far from my village. I won’t be near my village 

because when you are in the village then people disturb you when you come and they want a lot 

of money. There within the village there is little money, they don’t give you much money and 

they are not paid much money but when you’re far, like when you’re working in a city you earn 

a lot of money. And when you’re many people love you when you go back to the village, there 

everybody’s happy that our son is back he’s lot of [indistinct] or whatever… everything. That’s 

why I’m saying it’s better to go and get a job far from the village and most especially in a city, 

in a big city. Because then your parents are proud of you working in a big city. Everyone is 

happy. And that’s why I’m saying it’s good to be in a big city. 

108 R: Yea. And if you think about the present, so you’re in secondary school, what would you say 

how important secondary school is for you to achieve your future goals? Do you think what you 

learn here is also important for the future, for your jobs, or university? 

109 Boy: Yea. It is very important because when you study up too secondary level it will change 

your minds and you think critically. Like if you want to do, if you want to become a doctor and 

you study up to the secondary level you can think critically and you can know how to treat a 

person… those things. Yea, that’s why I say it is important to study up to the secondary level. 

Because a primary pupil cannot think like the way secondary thinks. 

110 R: Yea so you think it’s a very important step? 

111 Boy: Yes.  

112 Girl: I think it’s good when you have a good combination. Like when you offer PCM (I think 
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its Physics, Chemistry, and Maths) this year you have to become a doctor and you work hard. 

113 Other Girl: For me I think it’s good. Because without the secondary level you can’t go to the 

university level because there you need you certificates of education from your secondary level. 

Yea. And it changes your thinking to become mature, not like at primary level. That’s why I 

say it’s good.  

114 Other Girl: For me I would also say secondary level is good because it helps to develop 

someone’s vocabulary for that in future, like for us we use English as the official language so 

just attend from school here. And secondary also, more things are done like practicals. For 

instance if you want to become a doctor you first of all have to carry out some practicals in 

secondary. That’s why I say that secondary is good before reaching to university level. Yea. 

115 R: Ok. Thank you. Maybe another a bit complicated question. I try to make it as easy as 

possible. If you think of how you’re going to achieve your goal, let’s have the doctor example 

again or the engineer example. You go to university and then you graduate, and then you have 

to find a job. What you yourself can do to achieve that is probably to study, study as much as 

possible to achieve that. To pass your exams and graduate. But is there anything that you, 

yourself cannot influence? Like are there some factors from outside that are not in your power? 

Maybe something else you need to get to university, to get to A’level or to graduate, is there 

something else you need that you yourself cannot influence? 

116 Girl: So for me, I want to become a doctor in future, but for me, I think for me to become a 

doctor, I need to be a determined person. Working very hard, and you need to be very 

disciplined, you need to be courageous, you need to be courageous and love to have put 

everything in time and trust in God. And I want to start up to senior four, continue up to senior 

five, six and I want to do Sciences and for me to pass to become a doctor for on my side, I need 

to work very hard in Sciences like Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology. Those are the subjects I 

need to work very hard so that my certificate which I will give to the what person who gives, ok 

who supplies jobs will accept, will consider my certificate as the best since I passed  those 

subjects very well. 

117 Boy: For me what I think that I don’t have but the people from outside have for my studies is 

that fees. Because they’re the ones who pay my fees, my parents. So for me to achieve my 

goals, to study or what fees must be there for studying. That’s why I say, fees are the only thing 

I don’t have but the outside people have.  

118 R: Yea. And I mean since you have to study you have to work hard, but you can’t work at the 

same time to earn money right? So that is something you need from outside. Yea. Anyone else? 

119 Boy: For me I think, for me to achieve my goal I need the strong support from outside because 

without support you cannot achieve. And me personally I need to work hard for the best future 

so that when I’m earning my money when I also actually read hard and I like my parents to see 

me as a good person in future and everyone sees me as a person who is able to achieve in 

future. Yea. 

120 Girl: Actually I need to be God fearing, somebody respectful, I need to work hard so that I will 

be able to do the combination I’ll offer to become such person I want to be in future.  

121 R: Yea thanks. Ok anyone else? 

122 Ok good. I think I should let you go back to your class. But I want to thank you all very much 

for helping me, supporting me. It was very interesting for me and I wish you a great day! 

 

Focus Group Discussion 7: Senior 3 students 

Note: The age range in this group is between 15 and 18 years. Number of participants: 8 

1 The Introduction: 

2 L: I’m Otilong Lawrence. I’m in Senior 3. 

3 R: And how old are you? 

4 L: I’m sixteen years old.  
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5 R: Ok and where are you from? 

6 L: I’m from [Kamaja?] 

7 R: Ok good. Thank you. 

8 M: My name is Moureen. I’m sixteen years old. I’m from [Koliche?] 

9 R: Ok. Thanks. 

10 S: My name is Sharon. I’m in Senior 3. I’m fifteen years old, I’m from Kasoka. 

11 J: My name is Osako Joshua. I’m seventeen years old from Ngora. 

12 E: My name is Opio Enoch. I come from Bukedea District, Kuli sub-county, [indistinct] parish. 

13 I: My name is Mulokole Ivan. I come from Mbale, I’m eighteen years old. 

14 K: My name is Eswan Charles Keith. I’m from Soroti. 

15 P: My name is Meres Simon Peter. I come from Kachumbala. 

16 R: Thank you very much.  

17 The Discussion: 

18 R: Ok thanks for writing so much. It would be good if each of you would just briefly 

summarize what you wrote. Not everything you wrote on the papers, those will be interesting 

for me to read later. But if you could just briefly say something about what you wrote for past, 

present, and future we get an idea and then we can discuss about it. So should we start from this 

side now? 

19 P: What I wrote about the past is that in my studies in primary was extremely, not very good 

cause of staying with a granny. Yea so when I reached, I never had even hope so joining 

secondary level. But when I came to secondary level I started creating friends, what. And I 

started creating friends, and greeting teachers to be my friends so I’m now enjoying secondary 

life which is so, so good in my studies. Then in the present, now secondary. I was… in the past 

I was a fearess man but right now in the secondary I’m not fearing those things, I joined the 

MDD club and now I’m like a champion. Yea, that is so, so good right now in my future. And 

then in the future, in my future I would like to be a musician or a chief adjudicator. If this is not 

good for me I’ll be a veterinary doctor. Thank you. 

20 R: Thank you. 

21 K: In my past, I wrote about my primary life that was in Soroti, whereby kind of not treated 

well by teachers. Though I surprised them with some few aggregates that I got. I passed, I got 

15 that was in the PLE. But I was not like mostly at school because I don’t know, many 

reasons. Then in my present I’m working so hard on debate, I’m a debater supposed to go for 

nationals, so that’s what I’m concentrating on right now.  

22 R: The ones in December? 

23 K: Yea we’re going for debate. Then in my future I hope to be a pilot, military pilot yea. Just 

work hard on that, just focus on being a military pilot. Or if that fails at least I should be a 

soldier at least. 

24 R: A soldier? 

25 K: Yea. Just serving my country. Serve Uganda… yea. 

26 R: Aha. And for a pilot would you go to university for that? 

27 K: Yes. Yes. Yea I’ll definitely go if I have the chance I’ll go and study. And become a… I just 

admire that. Thank you. 

28 R: Yea. Thank you. 

29 I: Me personally my primary wasn’t so… so bad cause by then I had my mom, my dad died in 

2001. My mom was since taking care of me. And my P7 I got 12 aggregates. And I stepped 

secondary and I began my life in lifeline here. Then when I was in S 1 by then I just come to 

lifeline. First term I again lost my mom the only person who was taking care of me. And now I 

was by then staying with my uncle and my mom was in Dubai I was in Sudan and then she died 

from the village, I went for the burial. And then when I came back life be… by then I paid fees 

for only first term as she was the one who paid my fees. Now it was my uncle to take care of 

me. The guy also has a family, the guy is also still studying and much as he’s a teacher, a 

primary teacher but he’s also still studying, the wife is studying, the kids are studying and he 
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has to take care of me. So life has been so, so bad. But I can’t say I’m enjoying life I’m just 

suff… what they call suffering. Much as I’m trying, I’m trying to work out things but things are 

not good. In fact I even, I really lost hope and I don’t know it’s not a [indistinct] things are not 

good on my side.  

30 R: Did you also write something for the future? 

31 I: For future personally I feel like being a doctor. And that was the dream of my mom and she 

told me ‘you have to be a doctor’. But now issues that even my guardian cannot afford to pay 

me fees for secondary I feel like it’s a dream today. And I can’t force it. So I was looking at 

something like after my senior four, ‘cause I have my brother. After senior four if I can get 

some course to do, then earning some little money, I would transfer my dream to my brother 

and educate him so that he becomes what I wish to become . 

32 R: So your brother is younger than you? 

33 I: Yea. He’s right now in S 1. Yea.  

34 R: Also here? 

35 I: No he’s in Mbale. So that’s all about myself. Thank you. 

36 R: Thank you. 

37 E: On my side, in the past I was in Lifeline primary. I faced a lot of problems, my parents failed 

to pay my school fees. So they encouraged me to go back, to help them to carry out farming for 

one year. So I went back, after one year I came back to school. That was 2014, when I sat for 

my PLE and I was able to do. Then in the present, I saw my parents fail, they were failing to 

pay my money, but I also failed to work hard in school. Since I’m good at Science subjects like 

maths, [indistinct], and agriculture so in future I feel like to be a doctor. Since I’m right now 

even a head’s prefect. Yes, that is what I have. 

38 J: Ya. In the past I had some challenges of fees. I couldn’t make it to P7, my dad struggled. 

Until I got nine aggregates and I kept on exercising my talent in scouts but had no experience. 

But now in the present I gained some experience and carried on so long.. And currently I’m 

commander patriotism club. In the future I’ll become senior military officer in the UPDF. By 

all means after senior four. Ya. 

39 S: Me I was in primary one up to three in Kasako Primary School. Then P4-P7 I was in St. 

Charles [indistinct] Primary School. I was shy, very shy. I was a good girl and I liked P4. In the 

present when I came to Lifeline I also made friends like Charles, Moureen, and so luckily 

they’re all my friends and I like them and I like our school Lifeline. I like all our teachers, I’m 

friendly to them. And in future I’d like to be an accountant.  

40 R: An accountant? 

41 S: Ya.  

42 R: How would you go about that? You go to university for that? Or could you branch for a 

course? 

43 Boy: University. 

44 R: You would go to university? 

45 S: Ya. Yes. That’s all about me. 

46 M: In my past I was in [indistinct] school from P1 to P7 and I stayed with my father. Life was 

somehow good ‘cause he was showing some care. And in the present, in Senior one I came to 

Lifeline. Senior one up to now Senior three. I like it, it’s just fair. I’m trying to read books and 

making some good friends. As she said all these are my friends and we’re in the same class. 

And in the future I like to become a teacher, secondary teacher. 

47 L: My primary was in [name of school]. I faced some challenges where I used to shift in school 

for fees, books, what. But now I passed in P7 with 14 aggregates. But I thank God for what he 

does to me. But now I’m in senior three in Bukedea Lifeline [indistinct]. But what I want to be 

in future, I want to be an engineer. 

48 R: An engineer? 

49 L: Yes. 

50 R: You also study that at university? 
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51 L: No I want to branch. 

52 R: You want to branch. Good. Thank you very much. 

53 Great, thanks for that. So what I could hear from almost all of you was that I think paying the 

fees is a big problem for you? I’ve heard some of you had to go back home because you 

couldn’t pay the fees. For a year or even longer. If you think about that, do you see any solution 

to that problem that you this struggle with fees? Do you think that could be solved somehow, if 

you were the ones to decide? 

54 C: This issue of, you get a loan, then you study, then the government, like, gets for you a job. 

Then after you get a job, when you are still working you earn salary, the government would 

remove the money from the loan that you have got for studying. But I doubt, this side, no I have 

not yet heard any situation like that. Ya that’s what I at least think could help. 

55 R: That’s for university? Or also for school? 

56 C: All. All. 

57 R: Secondary and primary as well. 

58 C: Ya, ya. 

59 R: Ok, so you get a loan and then as soon as you work you start paying back the money. 

60 C: Ya. 

61 R: Ok. Any other ideas? (No other ideas) Ok.  

62 If we talk about future a bit more… I think a lot of you would also like to go to university as far 

as I understood. So you’re in senior three now, and next year you’re going to do your O’level 

exams right? 

C: Yes. 

63 R: You will maybe branch for a course then, right? (directed at Lawrence) Is that something 

you do because you want to do that job? Or is it also maybe because you think it’s easier for 

you to do a course after senior four? Or is it just because you want to become an engineer and 

that’s the way to go for it? 

64 L: I want to work hard in Arts and Sciences, but mostly in Sciences. Because when you, when 

you want to be an engineer you have to work hard in Sciences. And I want to, I want to do a 

combination [indistinct] so that I become an engineer. 

65 R: And for those who want to go to university, how do you think are the chances to actually end 

up in university? Because I heard that there are also a lot of fees you have to pay, is it very 

expensive? 

66 Students: Ya. 

67 I: It’s somehow quite expensive. And in most cases there are those who pass very well in 

A’level. But again it needs… And in most cases in Uganda, like, when you pass very well, 

there are those people, those big, big people in the government, even when their kids have not 

passed well, there is this opportunity the government gives, like, students got a merit. But now 

like me, I’m not an Iteso. But like when I go to A’level, I pass very well, and I qualify for this 

[indistinct] headquarters to pay for me, they will not pay for me because I’m not an Iteso, see 

that? So there is sort of some segregation. 

68 R: So it’s also a bit political. 

69 I: So it means you have to be in your place where you were born, that’s when you can access 

some things. And in the most cases these things, it depends on, they will ask you: who, you’re a 

child, a son of who? Are you a son of the President? Are you a son of the Minister? That’s how 

you can qualify to get a big post in the government. And right now if you are not a [indistinct] it 

is very hard for you to get a chance of being in a big office. So there is a lot of political 

instability in Uganda, sort of that. And the lower, lower people are not given a chance to raise 

there points. That’s what I think is causing so many things in Uganda right now. 

70 R: So you need, in a way, to have a network. 

71 I: Ya you have to have a good network. That’s ‘cause, like, when you are reading about… 

‘cause they were debating on who should replace Museveni. And they were like, the speaker of 

the parliament, but she’s a Busoga, and they saw that the Busoga are not much connected, they 
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don’t have roots in the government. So it means either way she becomes the President, it will 

still be the Banyakore in the big offices. So they said that can’t work. So that’s why there is 

still, there’s a lot of rungers [??? 38:25] in it, if that’s the right word. 

72 R: Right. What do you others think about going to university? Is there anything that you think 

is going to be struggling with? Or won’t you have a problem with going to university? 

73 I: And then another problem in that. Since there are very few universities in Uganda, like when 

you are in Bukedea, you’re trying to get some good education you have to go to Kampala. And 

when you are going to Kampala it’s going to be very expensive. Houses to rent is very 

expensive. And maybe your father is just a peasant. You see, so someone will totally fail to go 

to the university. If… can even fail to get money for up-keep. So that lowers the, children, those 

who are poor accessing such education… See that. So it's really. It’ limiting very many people. 

Like I had a brother, I have a brother, the previous year he was in S6 and he got 17 aggregates, 

points. And the guy passed very well. But due to lack of money, he was to sit home for a full 

year so that he goes in the next year. Now what they did, they had to go and sell land, sell the 

boos in the village to pay for the guy. And of which things, that [indistinct] that can’t be 

replaced with education, so there’s a lot of challenge. And even after that, the money they 

raised was not to go to a university, it was to go to an institution. 

74 R: To an institution? What is that? 

75 I: Like college. Ya. Ok it’s sort of university but it’s lower than the university. Where also a 

little amount of money can be paid. 

76 R: Ok it’s a bit cheaper. 

77 I: Ya. 

78 R: So again the fees are a big problem also for university. How is it with job opportunities? 

Like it depends on what you want to become later, if you want to become a doctor or a 

secondary teacher… What do you think how are the job opportunities for you if you graduate 

from university in Uganda? 

79 I: Well people, in fact, when you go for, like, you want to be a pilot. What many people say is 

that there are two airplanes in Uganda and the people who are those pilots are not Ugandans. So 

when you want to go for that job, which airplane are you going to use? ‘Cause there are only 

two in Uganda. So it means there will be no job for that person. And that person is studying and 

to access that thing, only going for only registration is like 200 million, only going for register 

all for that practice or practising. 200 million. Of which a poor person, like a peasant can’t 

afford. And then there are very many Boda Boda people right now in Kampala. They’ve 

graduated, they don’t have jobs. That’s why, you see that there are strikes. People don’t have 

jobs. Now they’ve decided to driving, riding motorcycles in Kampala. People have diplomas, 

have degrees, but they are riding motorcycles. So there is… employment is too low. And even 

like some job, like being a primary teacher, what scares people is they pay them a lot of, very 

low money. Like you are working for a month and the school is paying you 70,000. 70,000 of 

which cannot even pay for a rent. You have kids at home, you have to take your kids to school. 

You see that. And they’re not allowed to teach at very many schools. The government pays 

very little money. Right now the doctors are striking, people are dying in hospitals. Why? 

Because of what? They don’t have money to do what? To pay the doctors. Right now they were 

giving MPs money to go and vote on the age limit. 29 million every MP. And how many of 

these are in Uganda? Very many. And even if the money was rated to paying these teachers 

who teach education. But now the government has forgotten about education and it’s all they’re 

thinking about wars and keeping the army and paying the what? The soldiers. And even the 

soldiers are not getting paid all that. 

80 R: Ya. So you think the money is not allocated well? 

81 I: The money is really not allocated well ‘cause even those …. That send money for those big 

countries that send money for this, like those ones who are right now in Somalia, they send for 

them the money but they get 15% of the money that is sent for every soldier. 15%. And then 

65% is spent for the government. You see that? So there is a lot of… I can call it dictatorship 
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right now. Ya, that’s what I can call it. You can’t have a job when your father is not there. 

That’s a very big challenge. And there is a lot of segregation among tribes in Uganda. 

82 R: Among tribes also? 

83 I: Ya.  

84 R: When it comes to education? 

85 I: Ya.  

86 R: Like university education or secondary, primary? 

87 I: All over.  

88 R: All over. How does that work? 

89 I: Like when… even right now let me talk about this here. When you’re not an Iteso here, 

there’s a name, they call it ‘emoid’ it’s a segregating word that shows that you’re, you don’t 

belong here. It’s a name that shows you don’t belong to this land. So that word pains most 

people. In fact when I just came here I used to feel so, so bad when they called me that name, it 

feels so bad and you can’t avoid it. You have to respond. ‘Cause when people don’t know your 

name, so they have this as name for you.  

90 R: And that is between tribes? 

91 I: Ya between tribes. 

92 R: Ok. Thanks! What would you others say about the education system in Uganda? 

93 Boy: Ya on my side I don’t have hopes of going to university. Because I see people outside 

there in that university, who made a degree, they will come back to stay at home, become a 

peasant. So I have a dream after senior four I join the army. I join the army, I would rather go 

for a mission, maybe in Somalia. There I get very… a lot of money. So I don’t think that 

university is the best option for me. Ya. ‘Cause even school fees is not there. So I’m just trying 

to gamble up to senior four. After senior four again the forces. 

94 C: Ya I was also thinking about that, the jobs. Because me I’ve been dreaming ever since 

primary of being a pilot. But the other institutions, organisations, like, UN or Red Cross, at least 

I have an uncle who with them. He’s a driver but he says there are those job opportunities if 

you have studied. They can offer you a job maybe, maybe in Congo or somewhere I could take 

things. So the main objective of all is like first studying then you get the degree or diploma or 

whatever you did in university, then if… at least… right now in Uganda everything is about 

having network. If there is no one in front of you, you cannot get anything from there. So if you 

have someone they can help you join. Then maybe you might, if you’re very lucky they can 

take you for maybe higher education outside the country. But mostly right now university, even 

if you graduate, no. As long as there is no network for you like someone ahead who can help 

there are little chances. Unless you’re lucky, maybe you’re lucky. 

95 R: So do you think it would be better to do a course or to leave school after senior four and then 

for example join the army or branch for a course? 

96 C: No. I would continue to form six. And after form six then I can join. 

97 R: Ok so you want to finish the A’level to have that level of education? 

98 C: Ya you have this senior six certificate, then you join. 

99 R: What do you think about job opportunities for example as teacher in a secondary school? Do 

you think it will be easy to find a job? 

100 (Nobody answers) 

101 Or how is it… After secondary you would do a course or go to university. For that you will 

have to go somewhere else like to Kampala. So when it comes to jobs, do you think you have 

better chances in the cities or would you like to go back to where your family lives and find a 

job there? What do you think about job opportunities when it comes to the different regions? 

102 Boy: Ya I would prefer being in Kampala but now the big problem is that it’s over stating in 

Kampala and if you get a job there it would need you to being paid some good amount of 

money so that it can help you. ‘caus you don’t have [indistinct] everything is from the pocket. 

So life can be very easy if you are getting some little amount of money. And people in the 

village they would just say our son is in Kampala working and of course they would be 
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expecting you to send for them money. Without, without… if you are getting money or even if 

you you’re not getting they would still expect you to send for them money. For them, they just 

know you’re working. So that’s again another big challenge. 

103 R: But do you think – well maybe it depends on the job you are doing – but… 

104 I: Exactly 

105 R: Do you have job opportunities for example here in Bukedea district? 

106 Boy: The job opportunities the way I see them in Bukedea is that many people are just trying to 

hustle, hustle in life. That’s what I can see. But if there were jobs then we’d not have – how do 

you call these people – jobless. These groups where they call them jobless. So they are people 

who don’t have work to do, but they just wake up, sit, eat marihuana… because they don’t have 

what to do. Even if there is some [indistinct] they can go get some 500 for [indistinct] that’s all. 

That’s about life in our Uganda. What you get for lunch you eat, you get for supper you eat, 

you wait for tomorrow. And you wait for another day, till you die. People have totally lost 

hope. That’s what I can say. 

107 R: That’s what you think is the case here in the region.  

108 Boy: Ya in Bukedea right now. And even in those primary schools, ‘cause you know, people 

here cry they don’t have money and [indistinct] but the schools can’t raise that amount of 

money. ‘Cause parents totally fail to pay and then paying the teachers of course the school fees 

will lower down it demoralises them. Like no right now, when you talk about going to teach at 

primary. Somebody would laugh at you. And yet the knowledge you have there’s no other 

chance even when you come and teach in secondary it’s the same thing. There’s no hope, 

people totally have lost hope. So that’s what I can say. The government invests in things that 

help the government itself, forgetting about the local people. Even when the government sends 

things for these local people it’s again big people who eat and enjoy those things. See that. 

When they bring that nuts, when they bring those cows, the government can bring cows to give 

those local peasants. But again see the LOC5 the LOC3 who enjoy those things. So it 

demoralises people and they end up giving up on themselves. It’s only God who knows. Now 

they keep on, just keep on looking on, you have nothing to do, you can’t say anything, in 

Uganda you can’t say anything just like in [indistinct]. That’s it. 

109 R: But I hope that is not the case for you, I hope you didn’t lose hope, that you are still 

dreaming and you are in secondary school… I think you have chances to pursue your goals 

110 And if you look at this lifeline here again. The past, the present and the future, what do you 

think which of those phases is the most important one? 

111 Boy: Right now I would look at the present. And the future. 

112 R: So you would say present and future are most important? 

113 Boy: Ya. 

114 R: What would you say? 

115 C: I’d also say the same that is the present and the future. We work on today to achieve 

something tomorrow. Ya that’s present and the future. 

116 R: What would you say? 

117 Boy: About the present, heh. Right now you are struggling for something but you feel that, you 

see, you are now having very many hopes that in the future you still want to be [indistinct] what 

you see is just now. Bringing down the hopes you have are still lost, what… which is so, so 

bad. And the government should be serious with us, the youth. Ya. That’s all I want to say. 

118 Boy: I have nothing to say because I said a lot [indisting]. So I have nothing much to add. 

119 R: Which one is the most important one? 

120 Boy: Me, I think it’s the past ‘cause in the past people people were not so corrupt like these 

days. In the past there were a lot of job opportunities. And they are saying right now in Uganda: 

If you are not corrupt, you are not a true Ugandan. So I think it’s the past that was good. 

121 R: So you’re saying in the past it was better because people were less corrupt? And this has 

changed now? 

122 Boy: Ya. They are very corrupt 
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123 R: Does that also affect education and jobs? How does it work? You have to bribe people? 

124 Other boy: Like if you want a job opportunity, even joining the army, you have to bribe those 

people doing recruitment. You have to bribe. 

125 R: To give you the job. 

126 Boy: Yes. So I think it’s the past that was good. 

127 R: Ok. What would you say? What’s important for you? The past, the present or the future? 

128 Girl: I’m most interested in the present, ‘cause government nowadays it’s, government sends to 

adjust most schools, they construct schools, there are good schools, they construct roads for 

people, and they employ some people. But some people are corrupt, that’s why you see some 

people don’t have jobs. And I think in future it may not be like this. 

129 Girl: I’m interested in the past ‘cause in the past there was no… not that much corruption. But 

nowadays corruption is all over the whole country. There is no one who can access a job that 

easily. 

130 R: So you either have to know someone or you have to bribe someone.  

131 Girl: You have to bribe or if you have someone who actually then can get a job that easily 

132 R: Ok. What about you? 

133 Boy: Me I’m interested in the future. Because there is nothing which is simple without hard 

work. Ya. 

134 R: Ya. Great. Thank you very much. I think we can stop here. I got a lot of information from 

you today so I’d like to thank you for that. And if you don’t have anything else to add, I you 

don’t want to say anything anymore… 

135 (The students then had some questions about how the situation is in Germany. The questions 

asked are very interesting which is why I include them here. My answers, however, I will only 

summarize as they are not that relevant for this study.) 

136 Boy: About… How is it? Is it like you have compared ours and like the German. Is it the same 

problem that’s there? 

137 R: No not exactly the same. Well when it comes to fees we don’t have the same problem 

because we have free education in Germany so for primary and secondary school we don’t pay.  

138 Boy: And university. 

139 R: No tuition fees in universities, only administrational fees. By law every child has to go to 

school (primary and secondary) 

140 B: Then do they also branch? 

141 R: Yes. We also have vocational training (I explained how that works) 

142 Boy: But what do you think causes them to branch? ‘Cause like if the education is free I’d also 

wish to study and become somebody, go to universities… 

143 R: It’s their interest, interested in doing a certain job, e.g. being a farmer, parents are already 

farmers so child wants to take over farm. Some are not so interested in academics, they go to 

school but then prefer to work directly without going to university. Not so much due to 

financial issues 

144 Boy: Then what about those who go for football? ‘Cause I here that some begin when they are 

still very young. Do they go to school? 

145 R: You mean when you want to become a professional football player. Those young people 

also go to school, and you do both.  

146 Boy: Then how is the discipline there? 

147 R: The discipline? 

148 Boy: Ya ‘cause here they say an African believes by… he first applies [indistinct] so the first 

have to whip them. That’s how an African can [indistinct]. So is it the case there. 

149 R: No. In schools we have different methods of disciplining students. We don’t have caning. 

That’s strictly forbidden by law. Teachers use other methods of punishment (send student out of 

class, cleaning the schoolyard, doing extra homework,…). I don’t see we have a big discipline 

issue. 

150 Boy: I think it’s raised up well. That’s good. Then how about the welfare of students, like at 
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school? 

151 R: The welfare? 

152 Boy: Ya. Like in most cases here they can complain, we have eating not enough… And like 

they eat posho every day, posho and beans every day, they feel like changing of which is not 

fair. 

153 R: Since most of the students are day students, either bring something to eat from home but if 

you have school until late in the afternoon there are cafeterias and I think the food is quite good. 

But you have to pay for it 

154 Boy: But now like here… Like me since I started S1 I’ve never had been given even a coin. 

Only just buying bread at school. So how can’t I struggle. Ok apart from that, there are even 

those schools built by the government, they are not private schools? 

155 R: There are public schools. Some private schools. But the public schools are of high quality, 

also the university. Often public universities are even of higher quality than the private ones. 

156 Boy: That’s the reverse to us in Uganda. 

157 R: Ya. 

158 Boy: Ya. That’s why many people prefer private schools. 

159 R: Because the quality is better? 

160 Boy: Ya and there is some strictness of the teachers. But now like you see in the UPE, for the 

government, the public ones, teachers come, like teacher can come once in a week, can come… 

he comes the day he wants 

161 R: Ya. Maybe also because they are not paid well. 

162 Boy: Ya that’s the excuse they give. And of which the people or the students cannot avoid… 

you can’t tell the teacher ‘you have to come to school’. That’s not allowed. So you end up 

suffering locally. Suffering without something, without a solution. So that’s the education that 

is there. 

163 R: Ya that’s a problem. It should be free for all of you. Because I would say education is one of 

the most important goods in a country, right? Maybe more money should be allocated to 

education… 

164 Boy: And then another thing maybe I would wish to ask you is: So in your education, what… 

Ok like you are gone. What are you looking at going to be? After like your degree or your 

Masters? 

165 R: I’m going to work, I’m going to find a job. 

166 Boy: Like which job is that? 

167 R: with an organisation, in the field of development aid 

168 Boy: Like will you be the director? Or the manager? 

169 R: I’ll probably start a bit lower, but I hope to get there at some point. 

170 Boy: Alright. Then how is the pay? 

171 R: Depends on where you work. Small organisations can’t pay so much but in bigger 

institutions you can earn quite a lot. 

172 Boy: But what are the privileges for you when you are working for an organisation? Do they 

offer you accommodation? A car? 

173 R: No. 

174 Boy: So you have to struggle on your own. 

175 R: I’ll see I hope I don’t have to struggle, I hope I will earn enough to make a living. Good 

social security system. There is some competition on the job market, one might have to search 

for jobs a bit longer, butj I think I will get a job. 

176 Boy: But how are the employment opportunities? Is there too much competition? Like 

struggling for jobs. 

177 R: Depends on the field. Many people go to university. Highly educated but don’t find jobs. But 

in other fields there are many vacancies. 

178 Boy: And then the subjects they teach here in secondary, are they the same they teach there? 
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179 R: Quite the same. 

180 Boy: Like Chemistry 

181 R: Yes. Sciences, Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Biology. I named some more subjects. 

182 Boy: How do you call a friend in German? 

183 R: Freund. 

184 Other Boy: I’m told that in Germany, those outside countries they identify talent. There are 

children, when he or she is very young and they just keep on training more that talent until he 

goes up in that same talent. Those small, small talents of football. Is it that they don’t go to 

school, they just keep on training that same talent. Or building, carpentry, they just identify 

when you’re still young that this boy has this talent. Then they are just training that talent. 

185 R: No all the children go to school, primary and secondary. Of course if you have a talent you 

might want to pursue it but you also have to finish your education. 

186 Boy: How about those people who drop out of school and they end up going to take marihuana, 

those drugs. Those people are there? 

187 R: Yes. 

188 Boy: And the girls, like in Africa, in Uganda, some get pregnant when they are in P6, P5, in 

primary. How about Germany? 

189 R: happens too, but can continue with your education 

190 Boy: I’m told again that in Germany, there, mostly the youth, they fear to serve in the army. 

191 R: They don’t necessarily fear, they just don’t want to. 

192 Boy: Why? 

193 R: Might be ideological reasons, they don’t want to use weapons. Reputation of army is not so 

good in Germany. 

194 Boy: Can they even… Like people in Uganda they use, are they allowed to join in the German 

army, or? 

195 R: I’m not sure. 

196 Boy: Like in Uganda here, why they use the army the salary doesn’t delay. They are the first to 

receive their salary. And the police, mostly the forces they are the first. Doesn’t delay like that, 

like teachers, what, what. They are the first. 

197 R: That’s why you want to become a soldier? 

198 Boy: Ya. 

199 R: Is it a safe job? In a way that once you’re in the army you’re going to stay there for the rest 

of your life? Or could you also lose your job there? 

200 Boy: There is some limit like the age, when you grow old, you’ll retire. Then you will start 

earning pension at home. Like when you go for a mission like in Somalia, when you get injured 

from there, you’ll receive your salary, then they’ll tell you to stay back at home because you 

can’t work when you’re lame. Then you just receive pension. Like that. 

201 R: Alright, thanks again. Do you have more questions? 

202 Other Boy: In Germany, how long do you get promoted to the next class? 

203 R: How long does it take to…? 

204 Boy to be promoted to the next class. A year or? 

205 R: You proceed right away, there are no final exams at the end of the year, but you have exams 

throughout the whole year which add up to your final grades at the end of the year which decide 

on whether you proceed or not. 

206 Other Boy: Is there repeating the class also? 

207 R: It can happen, but it doesn’t happen very often 

208 Other Boy: Then for the girls who are married, how long is it allowed for a person to be 

married? From 18? Like us in Uganda they say that you are 18, you are now a mature person 

you can be married. You can get married. 

209 R: Yes it’s the same age 

210 Boy: Even you. 
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211 R: Same age in Germany, 18 you are mature, you’re allowed to marry, to drive a car, 

 

Transcripts Focus Group Discussions BUYOPA (FGB) 

Focus Group BUYOPA (FGB): Students in carpentry 

Note: In total four carpentry students participated in this focus group discussion. Also an 

interpreter (“D”) was present. 

1 R: Let us start with you introducing yourselves. You can tell us your name, your age, where 

you come from... And maybe also which level of education you've passed through. 

2 D: [Ateso] 

3 P: I'm Peter. 21. Senior four. Born from Kolir. 

4 J: [Ateso] 

5 D: John. 21. Also from Kolir. Primary seven. 

6 S: [Ateso] 

7 D: Okiria Stephen. He's Okiria Stephen from Mkongoro. That's part of Kumi district. He's 19 

years. Primary seven as well. 

8 P2: [Ateso] 

9 D: Peter. He's also primary seven. He's 19. He's from Bukedea specifically Kachabule. 

10 R: Thank you very much. What we can now do, is talk about differnt stages in your lives. More 

specifically the past, the present, and the future. 

11 D: [Ateso] 

12 R: We can start with the past, so everybody says something about the past. 

13 D: He's asking a question: He's asking, the past on what category? The home category, status, 

or what? 

14 R: Actually it can be anything. It can be something private, about your home. It can also be 

something about school. You should just think about what was important. Maybe an important 

step you made or something that influenced you. Whatever is important for you. 

15 D: [Ateso] 

16 P: [Ateso] My parents had no school fees to return me to school. So I stayed home, I stayed 

home for four years. So after those four years I got a girlfriend at which I pregnated her. Then 

from there [Ateso] 

17 D: From there he's saying, he reached senior four. After that challenges came, he failed 

academically. But he also messed up with a lady and she got pregnant. And after getting 

pregnant lots of problems and hardships in issues of finance came in. So there was nothing he 

could do but he had to actually think of an idea. And the only major idea was actually to start 

up something and the little money he got, he's now here for this training. 

18 R: Ok maybe we continue with the next person about the past. Thank you. 

19 J: [Ateso] 

20 D: Ya he studied up to primary seven and then his father couldn't have any more money for his 

academics. Parents nowadays they don't mind about the education of their children. It's 

because... he said his parents could no longer support him, he got the idea of coming here for 

this training. And now he's here. He says even the finance he got, the money he got for this 

training he had to begin brick laying to sell the bricks, to get the money, to help him in paying 

school fees for this training. After one year he also got a wife, and since he got a wife he's now 

on his own with his own family actually. Without the help of the parents. He has two children 

as well. 

21 R: How old are they? 

22 D: The first born is three years and the last born is the second child is just two weeks. 

23 R: Oh congratulations! [laughter] Ok thanks. 

24 S: [Ateso] 
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25 D: He also reached primary seven. His family is not financially ok but he passed primary seven. 

But there was no money so he had to go and come in here. Oh even coming here, the father 

doesn't mind of his education it's majorly his mother who actually advised him on coming here 

for this training. So he's actually under the arms of the mother. 

26 R: So the mother supports you financially? 

27 D: Ya it's the mother who gives him the money for tuition here. 

28 P2: [Ateso] 

29 D: He did not pass in primary seven so... His coming here is because of his idea that it's not 

good for you to stay at home without anything. So he decided to come here. He's the one who's 

paying the tuition but through hardships. He's saying even currently as we speak they're asking 

for completion of the tuition here but there is no way really because he's the one who's paying 

for his upkeep here and even at home. The parents are available but really hardships are there, 

they cannot help. 

30 R: They don't have the money... 

31 D: They don't have the money, that's what he's saying. 

32 R: Ok thank you for sharing that about your past. I think we can move on to the present. 

33 P: [Ateso] 

34 D: He's saying in the past, that's past. But currently since he got this training he has gotten the 

knowledge and the skills of how to start up and help himself. He can now actually even, he can 

actually do carpentry. Makes things like materials and then he sells to get money for living.  

35 P: But the big challenge is I just borrow tools. 

36 R: You don't have them yourself, you have to borrow them. And since when are you in this 

training here? 

37 D: [Ateso] 

38 P: Something like eight month. 

39 R: And how long is the training in total? 

40 P: It's one year. 

41 R: Oh so you would finish soon right? Ok good. 

42 J: [Ateso] 

43 D: He's saying he has so changed. 'Cause the past is not like right now. Even if they finish the 

term from here, when they go home they are neighbours, they can actually work together 

through cooperation, mutual understanding between the two of them, they are neighbours. So 

they borrow the tools to help them make things that can enable them sell to get something. 

44 R: Ok so you work together. Nice. 

45 D: The challenge is generally tools. That's the major problem. But the ideas and the skills they 

have gotten it from here. 

46 S: [Ateso] 

47 D: There is change, it's not like in the past. He's changed, he's not like in the past because it's 

only one it's only changing the mind. He's changing the mind is that you have the skills here but 

when you go back home there is no way you can help the parents, majorly the mother who 

supports him since there are no tools. But he has got the skills, that's the major change he's 

gotten. He said majorly the skills, everything he has. But tools, that's the major problem. 

Because of the background. 

48 P2: [Ateso] 

49 D: He said this information, he's gotten all the knowledge currently they have told them. They 

have the skills and everything. The problem is going back home, tools are the major problem. 

But here they have got the materials to them do all the assignments they are given and they 

work here. The only problem is tools. That's the major problem they have. 

50 R: So do you borrow the tools from here or from other places? 

51 P: [Ateso] 

52 D: They borrow from other places. 
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53 R: Is it very expensive to borrow them? 

54 D: Oh it's all about bargaining to use the tools in a day.  

55 R: But of course it would be better to have your own tool, right? Ok thank you for that. Maybe 

now we just go over to the future. Whata you said is that now you got the mindset, you got the 

knowledge you need. That is what happened here in the present. So now you can think about 

how are you planning to use that knowledge? What are your goals for the future? 

56 D: [Ateso] 

57 P2: [Ateso] 

58 D: He's saying in the future it's a matter of tactic where they are going to begin their life, from 

where they are strategically locating themselves. To an environment where they can make their 

materials and then they sell to other people, just like that. So it's all about strategical location.  

59 R: Ok so the location is important. But do I understand it correctly that you want to build up 

your own business? 

60 P2: [Ateso] 

61 D: Ya when he leaves here at the end of the course, he will get a strategical location to actually 

enable him produce his materials and equipment for sale. And also help him, the family back at 

home, and the neighbours. When things begin working on very well, he'll also get other 

members who can be helping him in production of the materials and equipment. 

62 R: Good.  

63 S: [Ateso] 

64 D: When he finishes this course, at the end of this course, now it's only four months left, he will 

be able to get his own materials and tools to enable him produce for sale. He'll be able to get a 

workshop that he will be working in so that he helps his place back home. He'll also be able to 

look for other members in his community who are totally badly off. And he'll actually help 

them to come up with, ot help him in production majorly. Since he'd give them the ideas and 

knowledge. That means that his ideas and knowledge he has gotten he will use it. 

65 J: [Ateso] 

66 D: He's saying after finishing the course from here he's going to get an environment where there 

are few workshops so that he'll be alone, he'll actually be the only person there, so he'll actually 

get also capital and he'll be able to help community members majorly and his people back at 

home. But his major thing is getting an environment where there is no production, where there 

is no carpentry so he'll be actually the only person there. It's a good idea. 

67 R: So you don't have any competition. 

68 D: Yea that's what he's trying to say. There is no competition. 

69 P: [Ateso] tools, starting capital [Ateso] 

70 D: He's saying after his completion of this course here he's going to go and look for an 

environment where he'll actually be working. But at the same time when he gets that 

environment, strategically located, he's going to look for members, people who are badly off in 

the environment, and begin training the. So when he trains them he wants to give them his ideas 

and knowledge so that they can also benefit and he'll actually expand in the long run. That's 

what he said. 

71 R: That sounds like a good plan. Good thank you for that. Maybe we can discuss a bit. If we go 

back to the past, most of you stopped your education after P7, you after Senior 4. How were the 

job perspectives, finding a job back then? 

72 D: [Ateso] 

73 P: [Ateso] 

74 D: Back home and back those days? He's asking me a question: Which kind of work actually 

back there before we came here? What is the major question? 

75 R: I'm asking, before you started this training how were you perspectives to get a job? 

Especially after primary seven 

76 D: [Ateso] 

77 P2: [Ateso] 
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78 D: When he saw after primary seven and he saw the result when they came back he had failed. 

He thought a lot that what can I do now, now that I've failed, what am I going to do? His major 

idea which came into the brain was since there are no jobs let me begin by making bricks so 

that I sell. And he also, on top of making bricks, he also had to begin planting casava so that 

home people eat. When he began making bricks and also casava for home consumption he got 

information that they need people from a vocational training institute called Buyopa so this is 

under Buyopa. So he drove his ideas to bring to mind that ok let me do something, talk to my 

mother and then get somewhere to get something that can enable me to live a stable life a little. 

After him getting that idea and also come here to report for education here he began studying. 

After studying now ideas have come back and they are actually demanding for tuition now, 

125,000. And when he got the information that they are demanding that money, still he had to 

go back home. He's here but he goes home often to make more bricks to sell so that he lives up 

to something. Even when he finishes making the bricks he sells and then after selling the bricks 

he gets some money which enables him pay some, a half of the tuition. And part of the money 

still which he saves is for people at home. Still when he looks back he still had to put something 

down, but also he got the money. After getting the money, he still used the money for buying 

something. He bought a cow. 'Cause it can actually multiply. What happened again, when they 

began demanding more money after the term, the next term they still want money, he still sold 

that cow which he bought for paying the tuition. When he actually sold the cow and came back 

to school, he still went back home at the end of the term to make more brick in preparation for 

the next term. And currently even when you hit those bricks, we are speaking [indistinct] to the 

fact that he has actually got some cow, he bought another cow also. He planned to go and make 

more bricks to sell to enable him actually support himself. That's his past. 

79 R: So you would say that with this level of education you got you where not able to find a job 

that could help you survive or help your family. With that level of education you got you were 

not able to find such a job? 

80 D: [Ateso] 

81 P2: [Ateso] 

82 D: What often makes them still poor is one thing, that not only they lack tools, even when they 

got those ideas before in the past, they could not put it into work. The only work was actually 

making bricks, on top of that planting crops, but whenever you plant crops, climatic conditions 

affect them. You plant something down, but lots of temperature, high temperature so drought 

comes, you don't get anything at the end of the season. So those are the major challenges. But 

now that they are here they've gotten the ideas. The only problem is tools. Right now this 

season we are in we still see the changes. They actually planted something down and then they 

still have the produce. He's now saying climate conditions still sure that it's going to be more 

worse. It's going to affect them in the part of aigriculture most. It's only majorly here where 

they have actually gotten the knowledge and the skills to produce so that they know they can 

survive and help in home activities but the problem is tools. 

83 R: Ok. So the major problem is tools. If you still go back again to your school education time, 

what do you think is the main reason why so many young people in Uganda drop out of school 

and cannot proceed to the next level of education and then find a good job? What do you think 

is the reason? 

84 D: [Ateso] 

85 J: [Ateso] 

86 D: It's parents, the issue of parents. Parents don't mind, they even don't want to know. They're 

being actually, they're actualy financially unstable. Most. Even right now in this [indistinct]. 

They who are here. They say if they just go back home without anything, you're here, you 

always go back home make something to come and finish this course, that the challenge of 

getting money is a problem. Now what drives them often is they put in their minds: If I go back 

home to be like a, I'll be like my father who doesn't think of prosperity and growth most. He 

doesn't want to be like the parents again. He wants to see that he helps other children who are 
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coming for future generation, the coming generation, he wants to help them. That's why he's 

here. So he wants to get the skills, put it into work and then he actually helps others. So that 

there will be change in their health and also living at most. Academically. 

87 R: Good. How is it for you others? Do you feel the same? 

88 D: It's the same. 

89 R: I think what basically all of you want is find a good environment where you can build up 

your business and sell the things you produce. What do you think are going to be maybe 

struggles or problems you might face in the process of opening up your business? 

90 D: [Ateso] 

91 P2: [Ateso] 

92 D: He might end up finishing this course even after getting tools issues of materials will now be 

a problem. The demand might be low and he's telling me materials. 

93 R: Why will the demand be low? 

94 D: They say the demand can at most be low. Because you may end up making something so 

nice and precious but the demand, the price a customer would say is less. But the material 

you've made and even the income you put into production, with the energy and the effort, is 

high. So you'll actually be working at a loss. 

95 R: So do you think that problem of demand is a problem of this region here? 

96 D: [Ateso] 

97 J: [Ateso] 

98 D: You know those things, a customer will come and you don't know where he comes from. He 

wants what he has told you. Even if it is you as long as you want something they know where 

you come from, your price is what determines the customers, the person determines the price. 

So that's the major problem with them. For they take it to where they come from and they know 

the price there this, what they say, that's the price. So it really affects them. 

99 R: So you think the problem will be that the prices will be too low to cover for your expenses. 

Any other challenges you will have building up your businesses? 

100 D: [Ateso] 

101 Boys: [Ateso] 

102 D: Ah beginning capital. The capital may not be there for beginning things. Which actually to 

the amount of money you want to get to get something. On top of that you'll have to account for 

rent.  

103 P: [Ateso] 

104 D: And those are the challenges that actually make a business actually be low. It will not enable 

you to get something you need. 

105 R: Yes because the prices are maybe too low to sustain you. Ok thank you for that. 

106 R: Maybe one last question: If we think about the past the present and the future, we talked 

about, what would you say which of those phases or steps are most important for your life? 

107 D: [Ateso] 

108 D: You reframe the question 

109 R: So we have talked about the past, the present and the future. If you think about your life, 

what would you say which is most important for your life as a whole? Is it the past that is most 

important, is it the present... 

110 D: Aha... [Ateso] 

111 P and S: [Ateso] 

112 D: He's saying present is the best for they see the future is going to be much more better. For he 

says it's not today, for he he's saying in the future. For what he has seen, what he's expecting to 

do in the future and what is going to get is what is better for him. 

113 P2: [Ateso] 

114 D: For he's saying it's all the way he gets what he wants, the products and the capital and he's 

most foreseeing, foreseeing what? He's now going to think of opening up a workshop, his own 
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workshop. That's when he'll actually begin to see a change in his life and the community after 

opening up a workshop. But the major problem for him, it's majorly the tools. 

115 R: So for you it would also be future that is most important. Ok what would you say, J.? 

116 J: [Ateso] 

117 D: He's also foreseeing the future. 

118 R: Thank you. Eyalama noi for this discussion 

 

Focus Group BUYOPA 2: Students in Building 

Note: In total four carpentry students participated in this focus group discussion. Also an 

interpreter (“D”) was present. 

1 R: Maybe everybody could say your name, your age, where you come from, and also which 

level of education you completed. That would be nice. 

2 O: [Ateso] 

3 D: Okello. Kumi. 21 years. P7 

4 S: [Ateso] 

5 D: Stephen. 21. Kumi. Also P7. 

6 OE: [Ateso] 

7 D: Emmanuel Opolot. Kolere. Primary 5. 18. 

8 M: [Ateso] 

9 D: Elong Michael. P6, 17. Bukedea Aloet. 

10 R: Ok thank you for introducing themselves. And you can stay seated for the rest of the time. 

You don't have to stand. 

11 Maybe we can start with a small brainstorming. What is kind of composing our lives is the past, 

the present, and the future. So what I'd like to do is that everybody thinks about what was 

important for you in the past, what is important for you now in the present, and what will be 

important for you in future. That can be important steps you took, something that was 

influencing you, anything you can think of. 

12 D: [Ateso] 

13 S: [Ateso] 

14 D: In his past he would not have this level where he's currently. Even the parents are poor. The 

mother is a business woman and she can't get a lot of money to enable him go far. I think that's 

why he came here. 

15 S: [Ateso] 

16 D: The mother says, she's a business lady, she can't get lots of cash to bring him here to pay 

tuition and the rest. It's him still who goes back to look for money through other business which 

I don't know. And still that problem exists. 

17 R: That he doesn't have enough money to pay... 

18 D: enough money to pay. 

19 O: [Ateso] 

20 D: For he says he wouldn't be here if he would have gone far for secondary education because 

of limited money he couldn't go. His father told him he's brought for taking call in Buyopa. But 

still now that he's here his parents can't still pay all the amount at a go. He still goes to help 

them, make bricks and also plant potatoes for sale. 

21 OE: [Ateso] 

22 D: For he says he lost both parents but they are many in the family, so they struggle to get 

money for survival. But when this Buyopa opened this organisation he actually drove himself 

here, not driving but he came here, with limited money and he's now here to get some little 

skills that can help himself. 

23 M: [Ateso] 

24 D: Still the same thing: limited capital, many in the family, parents can't afford. Just that. 
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25 R: Alright thank you for that. If you think about right now? What is important for you right 

now? 

26 D: [Ateso] 

27 O: [Ateso] 

28 D: His life in general changed. It's better than being in the village. He has gotten the skills and 

the knowledge which he can put into practice and it's going to enable him. And it has started 

changing him for he has known whatever he has learned here he can put it into action and 

change his mind and also get some money. 

29 R: And for how long are you already in this training? When did you join? 

30 Emma: This year. He's here almost one your that is equivalent to twelve months.  

31 R: And how long is the training? 

32 Emma: Training takes a year. 

33 R: Ok. So you're basically done. 

34 Emma: This is the final session it's the plant interpretation and this is the last semester. 

35 R: Good. So that's for all of you? 

36 Emma: Yes all of them are in the same class. 

37 S: [Ateso] 

38 D: He has got learned a lot of skills. When he came here even he didn't know how to handle a 

brick. But he has gotten that knowledge and he has even known how to construct possibly. 

Because when I look at that they are not easy to make. He's putting all his wishes and thanks to 

the Lord for enabling him to come here. And he has gotten that knowledge. All those donations 

in general they had it's all people who have done technical training, some of us can handle it. So 

that's why he's actually so happy. It is really changing him. 

39 OE: [Ateso] 

40 D: He's really so happy and do thanks the Lord. In the village they know him as a commoner, a 

common person. But now that he's come here he has known how to construct, when he goes 

back home they call him a builder. 

41 Emma: A mason. 

42 D: Oh actually a mason. 

43 M: [Ateso] 

44 D: He didn't expect to get anything, any knowledge when he was changing. But the Lord has 

guided him. He has known whatever is taking place here dealing with construction. So he's 

really so grateful. 

45 R: Great. So maybe now we can look at your future. The plans you have after finishing this 

training, which is going to be soon. So probably you have some plans already. The goals you 

have, maybe some difficulties you might be facing in future. 

46 D: [Ateso] 

47 S: [Ateso] 

48 D: He earned skills. He wants to continue for further education on crafts. Because currently its 

on [indistinct] isn't it so? 

49 Emma: Ya. When he talks about craft we should have a part of the building should be able to 

do what they call technical drawing. And in the plaster you make sure you make some good 

design on the doors, windows. That is application of technical drawing. You should be able to 

know what's called pressure, load, a house before you build you should be able to know how 

you mix sand with the cement... So much of it you find on this craft level.  

50 R: So where would you be able to learn that? Would you go to an institute? 

51 S: [Ateso] 

52 D: For he says if they bring crafts here he will continue from here. If they don't bring it here, he 

will upgrade from another institution.  

53 R: Ok good. Who wants to continue?  

54 D: I think he has not finished. 
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55 S: [Ateso] 

56 D: He is going to change life possibly and he's going to do it by building his home, his own 

home. Since he'll be actually a mason soon possibly. 

57 R: Ok so that is your goal to build your own home and maybe have a family... 

58 Emma: Ya that man should be proud if he has a very good building. That is his wish in the 

future. 

59 OE: [Ateso] 

60 D: For he, when he finishes he goes back home. He's going to go on two sites. I think sites are 

environments where people go and actually make money, constructing. He'll be given some 

money and whenever he gets that money he'll be accumulating it and he's going to use it for 

educating his younger brothers. 

61 R: Very nice. 

62 M: [Ateso] 

63 D: For when he finishes his future and his future idea is actually buying land for they don't have 

enough land at home. But he's actually focusing on purchasing land. 

64 R: Ok. Thank you for that. Some of you said you want to build a house or buy some land. Now 

after this training which is going to be over soon and you will get a certificate for that, how are 

your job opportunities going to be? How easy will it be for you to find a job? 

65 D: [Ateso] 

66 O: [Ateso] 

67 D: Getting used to engineers. Like him (Emma) he's an engineer. Getting used to engineers who 

know details about construction so that they're moving along in the same line. That will actually 

build him and he'll learn in the future. He'll be exposed to the field of work. 

68 R: Ok but when you have finished, when you have gained the knowledge you need, will you 

find a job or is it rather difficult to find jobs here? 

69 D: [Ateso] 

70 O: [Ateso] 

71 D: It will be easy on his side for he'll be able to give out his number, telephone number to other 

builders and masons. And that will actually enable him actually to be moving in the same 

direction as other and also maybe reaching the other peoples’ level. 

72 R: Great. And I can imagine a lot of people need houses so... 

73 D: Yea lots of people... 

74 R: So there is work for you. 

75 R: What I am also interested in: Going a bit back to your past, you said that you all dropped out 

of school within primary school and I think that happens quite often to children in Uganda. 

What do you think are the main reasons for that? 

76 D: [Ateso] 

77 S: [Ateso] 

78 D: Lots of parents - it's one of the factors that actually gives those problems - and on top of that 

the parents they die when you are, when they have produced many children. So who is an elder 

- like them - you are the one to take responsibility for the young. So it's really a very big 

challenge on his part. 

79 R: So the issue is that sometimes parents die and the children are on their own and the oldest 

have to take responsibility. 

80 D: And other parents, as Uganda, Uganda is a country of drinking, the problem is most parents 

they mind themselves. Everybody on his own. Just that so this is the major problem. But I don't 

know about them, maybe they are from burn again homes.  

81 R: What about you others. Do you have the same opinion or are there also some other problems 

children have in school? 

82 D: [Ateso] 

83 OE: [Ateso] 
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84 D: Oh bad peer groups, ya. Bad peer groups. 

85 R: What does that mean? In which way are they bad? 

86 OE: [Ateso] 

87 D: Some drunk adds, bad manner in general.  

88 R: Ok. Some of you finished primary school so I would like to know how your job 

opportunities are after primary school? Is that level of education enough to find a good job or is 

it that you really need some higher education, like a training or secondary school? 

89 D: [Ateso] 

90 O: [Ateso] 

91 D: They say it's easy. That's what they are saying. 

92 R: So after primary seven, what kind of jobs can you do? You for example went for a training 

to get more skills. But if you only have primary. 

93 D: [Ateso] 

94 O: [Ateso] 

95 D: Now finally Museveni, Museveni [Ateso] 

96 Boy: [Ateso] 

97 D: They are now saying negative, no very hard. 

98 O: [Ateso] 

99 D: He says when he finished primary seven it became a little hard. He became a loader. And a 

loader simply means maybe loading cement onto trucks, ya loading cement and maybe some 

casava flour to get some money for survival. 

100 R: Yes. But the money you earn is usually not enough to sustain yourself. 

101 D: It's not enough, not enough money. 

102 R: Now we talked about the past, the present and the future. What I'd like to know from you 

now is which of those steps is the most important for your lifes? For you personally is it the 

past, the present or the future? 

103 D: [Ateso] 

104 S: [Ateso] 

105 D: For he says future. 

106 R: Why is it the future? 

107 D: It's present. For he says past was hard. But now when he finishes this training he'll be able to 

go to a site, he'll be handling bricks and join them in construction and gets money. But I don't 

know why he puts that as future... 

108 R: Oh it's fine.  

109 M: [Ateso] 

110 D: For he says, past was bad. Current: the same, it's not yet fine. but in the future when he 

finishes this, he knows with the Lord things will change. And he praises him and he always 

gives thanks to the Lord who opens his route.  

111 OE: [Ateso] 

112 D: For he's saying future will be better. Current not very ok. And in the past it was not fine. But 

in the future he knows after completing this it's ending soon, he'll be able to go to a site, 

construction site, and there he'll get your 15,000 and that is ok. He'll be able to keep some and 

he's a Sir. 

113 O: [Ateso] 

114 D: The future is better. He'll be able to go to sites and they'll give him 5k. That's something. 

115 R: Ok so what I understand from what you told me is that this training you're doing right now is 

giving you the ability to make a better future for yourself, is that right? 

116 D: [Ateso] 

117 It will be a better life, yea a better life. 

118 R: Good I wish you all the best for that and Eyalama noi! 
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Transcripts Interviews Students Bukedea Lifeline Senior Secondary School 

Interview 1 

1 R: We could start with some general information. You can start telling me a bit about your 

family, how many situation, what your parents do. 

 

 

 

2 B: Like in our family, my mother was still there when he was alive. He, my dad and my mother 

they produced us [indistinct]. She had one pair of twins. But all the, we were four girls and nine 

boys. But from there the three girls died and only me I remained. Now from there one boy also 

died and eight boys remained and me one girl, so far we are nine. Now when I grew up, when I 

was two years my father was in the village. Now my brother was a teacher. He took me to take 

care of me when I was two years because the situation from the village was not all that good. 

Now he tried always to take me to where he teaches. Now from there I studied up to P3, then 

primary four my dad came for me and wanted to take me to another government school because 

he had tried to get some money. Now from there he took me. After the first term I studied, 

second term also, then third term he fall sick, he was taken to the theater. From there he came 

home. After some time he died. That was in 2011. It was on 29th July in 2011. He passed away 

now we remained there at home alone. We remained with my mother now life became hard 

because even my brother was removed out of job. Now he just remained there at home. Some 

of my brothers they like taking alcohol, what... the just became spoiled. Now it is me only who 

is studying and it is my brother that is a brother of mine who is just having some small 

business. He's the one who is taking care of me. And my mother is now old. She's now 63 

years. 'Cause we are all many, now she is now 62 years this year. And from there my brothers 

they're just at home there, taking Waragi [local liquor], just gambling life. Now it me only who 

is what? Studying. And that's it about my family. 

 

 

 

3 R: And you said first you were in a day school, right? And then you went to boarding? 

 

 

 

4 B: Hm primary four but when my father died they brought me again back to a day school 

because life again became hard. I used to go sometimes, like when they chased me from school 

for school fees, I remain at home, I go in peoples' gardens to get some things. I also go and 

borrow, I get money, I go back to school. That is how life became hard. Now from there in my 

primary leaving exam, I was also not going to do the exam because my mother lacked what? 

Money. But now those people who are to be leaders, the ones in politics, they are the ones, I 

also went there and asked people help me, some money I want also take my primary leaving 

what? Examination. Now from there I passed. Now from there I finish, when the results came 

back I got 24 aggregates. But now from there my mother lacked money, school fees for me to 

come to school. Now from there I stayed at home for three weeks before I came to lifeline 

because money was not there. Now from there my mother decided to sell one land for me to 

first join here. Now from there my brother also who is having a small business started gambling 

money untnil he got money. Now from there he also added money my mother sold what? The 

land and brought me here. Now up to now my brother is just gambling for me to get school fees 

for me to go to school. And even right now I was doing, when we were to do the exams they 

said when you have not cleared fees you will not do what? Exams. I said now what am I going 

to do? Now I called my brother. I prayed, and prayed that God help my brother until my brother 

got what? Money. Then he sent me money and up to now they've finished to pay the school 

fees. 
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5 R: They payed now? 

6 B: Yeah. They have just payed, just this very week. The previous one they had finished to clear. 

And even now there is a brother of mine, the one I'm the second one who follows him, he's a 

twin his twin sister died. But now that one he has produced a child which has sicol cell and that 

girl, She's also young, she's like two years. But she can disturb when she's sick she can CRY, 

CRY, the whole night feeling the pain. Because that disease it pains the bones. I hope you don't 

have it there in your country. It is painful she starts CRYING, CRYING, CRYING all the time 

CRYING. Now from there until if you get some medicine you can borrow, you give her. That's 

when she will recover. But when it worsens it leads her to put on blood, they put on blood, they 

put her on drip for blood. They go and look for money to take her, we go and have debts with 

people, then after some time we'll pay, like that. 

 

 

 

7 R: You said that right now you're the only one at school studying, and only one of your brothers 

who was a teacher before went to school and the one who has the business now? 

8 B: Yeah. 

9 R: And the others they didn't go to school at all? Or did they drop out at some point? 

 

 

 

10 B: Yeah they dropped. There is one who dropped in senior two, there is the one who dropped in 

primary five, they are those who are just there at home. They take Waragi, they don't even mind 

of us. It is only the mom and those two who are, the one who was removed from job is also 

gambling, then the one also who has a small business, they are the ones who are paying now 

school fees. 

 

 

 

11 R: So for you was it always important, did you always want to go to school even though you 

saw your brothers not going, or did you think now especially I want to go to school? 

 

 

 

12 B: Yeah I want to study even up to university level. I should also get a PhD. 

 

 

 

13 R: That is you goal for the future? 

14 B: Ya. I want to study hard because if I won't study no one will be helping the mom. Even if the 

mom also passed away now I will be the total orphan now. Now I will not be able to get 

something because even my brothers they have their wifes, they need also to help their what? 

Their families. There will be no way they can help me alone and I want them to help their 

what? Their families. Now I should also study hard, work hard so that next time I'll also be able 

to do what? To  get a good future, I'll also be able to help myself and  I will also help others. 

 

 

 

15 R: That's nice. And about boarding just one more question: Did you feel like there was a 

difference when you were in day school and when you were in boarding? Would you say there 

is a big difference? 

 

 

 

16 B: Ya like when you are in boarding you can read your books, you don't have even a lot of 

work. You just concentrate on your books and you'd be save. Like when you, when they delay 

to tell you people to go back from school, you go on the way you meet like robber, what... 
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kidnappers, they kidnap you. So it is good to be in boarding. Because if you go out there people 

will say 'that girl, we should one time kidnap her or kill even'. So you will end up losing your 

life misusing yourself. That is all about boarding. Now if you're in day school people who are 

leaving end up [indistinct] over even going to witch doctors, like that. At the end now people 

nowadays they like killing people just like that. Now it is good to be in boarding. 

17 R: So it's actually dangerous when your in day school. Probably you always take the same way 

home and as you said people could see you and say since she's always walking there... 

18 B: They should plan for her life. Like that. And of which is very bad 

 

 

 

19 R: And is it also for studying - you said here you're able to read your books - better, and is it 

different at home? Maybe not so easy to focus? 

 

 

 

20 B: It is not even. It's because you will say you want to cook you want to fech water, you want to 

look after the animals, what... foing everything at home, no one would be helping you and you 

would end up, the day has just gone without you even reading a book or even opening. You just 

see like that. 

 

 

 

21 R: Good. So you already said you even want to do a PhD or at least go to university. In which 

field do you want to study? What do you want to become as a profession? 

 

 

 

22 B: Like I want to be a doctor, if not a doctor I will be in education. Secondary education 

 

 

 

23 R: So now you're in senior two, right? 

24 B: Yea. 

25 R: So you're in the O'levels, so you have some more years for the A'levels to start. What do you 

think is most difficult now in this period of time that you're in school? You mentioned the fees 

payment, are there also other things? 

 

 

 

26 B: Fees payment and even like when the power goes off, you feel like you want to concentrate 

but power is not there, you heart just feels bitterness. Like you want to read, concentrate, what... 

Like when the power goes off. And even the problem of school fees, and it is very hard to pay 

school fees actually. That is all about school. Now from there if you like some people, like 

when you're at school, there are hard subjects but at least there you can go and consult teachers, 

they help you how to answer questions. Now from there you'll be able to answer everything and 

you'll also end up what? Passing. But even in O'level you may be not knowing all those things, 

bubt when you reach A'level youÄ'll be  knowing most of the things and even when you go to 

university you're just perfect. Like that. Because primary and O'level is the foundation of 

education. Now from there you end up gaining more, more knowledge. You start from primary, 

you build your foundation, you go to secondary. And even like when you're in secondary boys 

can desturb you... Like those people, people who have adolescence but they can disturb you but 

you can insist to them. Even if you fail you go to teachers, they call that person, they guide that 

person and that person also will be changed like that. 

 

 

 

27 R: So it happens that some of the boys disturb the girls. 

28 B: Ya. They disturb girls from there. But if you try to council that person, that person will also 
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be changed. That boy will change like that. And everything wil just be smoothly. 

 

 

 

29 R: And how about the subjects you have here, you have quite a lot of subjects, right? 

 

 

 

30 B: Ya like from senior one up to senior two we have 13. But now when you go to senior 3 and 

senior 4 you have ten subjects. Now when you finish your O'level you first go for your vac. 

Then when the next year comes your results will be back and now your results will determine 

where to go. If [indistinct] you will go first of all for a teaching course, for primary teaching, or 

nursing you go there. After then you can study for a certificate, after certificate you go for a 

diploma, a degree, masters, the PhD, Like that. Like even me I'm not sure if school fees will be 

there at that time. If my brothers fail to get money, I would be able to go first of all nursing 

course or a teaching course. Then after there I go for a certificate. Then a diploma, masters, a 

degree, then masters, then PhD. Like that.  

 

 

 

31 R: So that's also possible. Instead of doing the A'level, if you're not able to pay the fees you go 

for a course and then caou can upgrade and upgrade until you reach... 

32 B: ... reach to a PhD level. Now even in primary, you can study up to primary seven. Now if 

you passed from there and your parents have lacked school fees they can take you for either 

tailoring, building, those small, small jobs and they will be handing you what? Your money. 

That will enable you at least if you go you can save them in banks. You save them, save them, 

save them. Then when they become more, then you go for your secondary level. You go for 

secondary, you study for an engineering course. After that in the times to come you also go for 

a certificate. Then you continue like that. And you will be a [indistinct] engineer or mechanic. 

Like that. 

 

 

 

33 R: And that also gives you the chance to earn some money to then again finance your 

education. Are you the youngest in your family? 

34 B: Ya I'm the last born. 

35 R: Because often the older brothers or sisters are responsible for the school fees of the younger 

ones. Like your brothers for example. 

36 B: Ya 

37 R: but I think it's good that you all help together especially when the parents don't have enough. 

If you think about university, becoming a doctor, what do you think where do you want to go 

from there? Where do you want to work, what kind of doctor do you want to be? Do you know 

that already? Like a doctor who's specialised on eyes, or children, ... Or do you say for now I 

just want to become a doctor in general and help people, no matter how? 

38 B: Ya no matter how. And even you can study anyhow whether you specialise on children or 

elder ones, even eyes. But now it determines the way I've passed. Like if I go there they may 

tell me 'Oh you go for the what? For these people in the labour, or they would tell you go for 

children or elders.' It determines the way I've passed. 

 

Interview 2 
1 Introduction 

 

 

 

2 R: Maybe we start with you telling me a bit about your family situation, about how many 

brothers and sisters you have, your parents, what they do... 
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3 H: Ok my, in my family I'm the last born and our mother produced us, we are seven. But she 

got married to a man, the man died after he produced two. She produced two girls first, then 

follow by one girl then followed by two boys. Meaning the first father died, those girls did not 

go for education. Then, because in our culture here if your brother dies and you're a younger 

guy, you take over from that wife. So the brother for the other first man take over where the 

other one had stopped. So the other one also produced two boys. He produced two boys but he 

got married to another woman. And again produced one girl, gets married to another woman 

meaning they are now three women. He the produced another boy again. Then again they, 

divorce came, they were divided. So my mother decided to get another man, so to produce me. 

So the man who produced me died. Now the two brothers who are old, who are following the 

other first girls were educated by the government of Uganda. So one is a surgeant doctor, one is 

a pharmasist but our father who produced them, who take care of me when I was still young 

'cause the other one also died, that's where I remained. Then they get united again this brother 

came back to their marriage again. So I grew up with this brother who I never new that he was 

not my father. 

 

 

 

4 R: So you thought he was your father? 

 

 

 

5 H: My father died. So for me I knew this was my father whom I was staying. But when time for 

education came he said that I'm not the one who produced you, he refused. So in my primary 

level I delayed for education because of that and when... my mother tried to push me. Then the 

other father left home, left this mother so we remained only two, now who? Me and the mother. 

I was trying to push life like that, studied P1 for almost two years, P2, P3 for almost two years. 

Because of the problem was only the mother. So when I grew up I was able to cultivate some 

things for survival. Because the mother was having persistant sickness, all the time she was 

sick. So that time when I reached senior... P4, primary four she got that sickness so there is no 

time you can go to school, you have to remain home. The other girls have got married with 

other boys and they are not educated also. It's only these boys who have gotten that chance. 

And these ones are not in Uganda and they are not aware of the problem, they don't know that 

their father and mother have divorced. So I was with that problem, with that problem. When 

they finished their university and they got back, they got me when I was in P6 now. So one 

decided to marry and went to stay in [indistinct] district. One decided, one did not marry first, 

he went to Kampala, stayed there. Then later he got back, they bought some plots in town, 

Kumi. All of them have built. But the old one has refused to help me in anything, it's only this 

younger one who is helping me with the fees. But with the other things they cannot help me. So 

for that life, right now when I'm talking I'm sick but there is no one who can help me. When I 

tried to call he says that he's also broke, doesn't have anything. I'm just keeping quiet. And the 

mother, the mother cannot do anything because she's not educated, she's not a business women, 

she's just there. 

 

 

 

6 R: So she doesn't have money... 

7 H: ... she doesn't have money. Just stayed at home taking herself alone. So that, now in my 

desire for education, I wanted to be an engineer. But right now, the subjects that can take me to 

that level are defeating me, I can't do well in them. 

 

 

 

8 R: Ok which are those subjects? 
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9 H: Like physics, chemistry, biology. I'm not doing [indistinct] with them. So I don't know now 

what I can do. 

 

 

 

10 R: What are the subjects you like? 

 

 

 

11 H: This one that I'm passing right now is history, CRE, fine art. Now, Wonderful, this brother 

who brought me here, who's paying my tertiary school tuitions he told me that he, next year he's 

unable to take me to school. 

 

 

 

12 R: So you don't know yet how... 

13 H: I don't know yet what will happen next year. Whether I will come back to school or not. 

 

 

 

14 R: He is the one who so far payed your fees? 

15 H: Ya he's the one who pays right now.  

16 R: And what about your other brothers? 

17 H: The other ones are not working. It's only these two who had got the chance of education.  

 

 

 

18 R: So that is something you're struggling with, that basically every year you are not sure 

whether you're coming back to school the next year. Is it then also difficult for you to plan for 

the future? To say I want to go to a course after O'level, or I even want to go to A'level and 

maybe to university. Is that difficult for you to plan or do you have those goals? Like do you 

want to go for a course or do you want to continue and go to A'level? 

 

 

 

19 H: I wanted to continue but now these challenges are coming. I don't know, I may not even 

complete O'level 

 

 

 

20 R: Ok. What other options would you have? If you leave school now, what could you do? 

 

 

 

21 H: Just go for, working in someone's shop. Or just something that you can do to enable. 

Because I don't have any paper to present anybody. So I have to just to [indistinct] work for 

other people so that [indistinct]. 

 

 

 

22 R: And you're in boarding now, right? But your primary school, was it a day school? 

23 H: It was a day school it was a government school. 

 

 

 

24 R: And do you see any difference about being in boarding and being in day school? 

 

 

 

25 H: There is a difference. There is a difference. 

26 R: What would you say is boarding better or is day school better? 
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27 H: Boarding school is better because you have time to read. You don't have time to stress for 

what's happening there at home. Sometimes people get, when they're in school they get those 

challenges and your brain is somehow free. Because when your near at home all the time your 

brain is stressed with situations. You hear that this, this, you hear and see what's happening. 

And you may see, and you may see that my future is not clear.  

 

 

 

28 R: How far do you live away from here, from Bukedea? Is it far? 

 

 

 

29 H: I come from Kumi. 

30 The village where I come does not receive even [indistinct] has no fertilizer. It's only what 

people can do in that place it's only keeping cattle like that, at most. 

 

 

 

31 R: So there you don't really see any job perspectives for yourself? Or opportunities for 

yourself? 

 

 

 

32 H: There is someone that took me to Kumi town and taught me some skills. He taught me how 

to make these counter books, secondary books here. So I have those skills but there is no one 

who can help me there at all. There is no one that can give me effort to raise that. But I know 

how to do it. 

 

 

 

33 R: So you have those skills at least. If you think about secondary school now, if you compare it 

to primary school, how important is secondary school? 

 

 

 

34 H: Secondary school is somehow... it shows you a picture of your future, makes you to 

understand how [indistinct] are. It also brings your morals up right.  

 

 

 

35 R: So your morals means that you know how to behave? 

36 H: Yes. 

37 R: Ok. So that is also what you learn here apart from the academics. 

38 H: Academics is there. As I said there's only the challenge that I think is... 'cause sometimes 

when you go and try to read your brain is almost like tired 'cause all the time you are thinking 

of who will take over from this. And they tell you that next year you may not be able to come to 

school 

 

 

 

39 R: So this problem with the school fees is something that really disturbs you and stops you 

from concentrating and focusing? 

40 H: The most cause is I'm a [bothered?] person who is brought from hard situations. So my brain 

is all the time, it's not... Actually I grew up with those situations. So I don't have enough love, I 

do not have those things like you have parents, you grew up like a child. So I grew up with 

those things. Even during my mothers labour period she got sick, so I brought up, I was not 

even breast feed well. I was separated from the mother because she was sick. 
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41 R: So you faced those challenges. 

42 H: ...Those all challenges. 

43 R: Already early in your life... 

44 H: I was still young. 

 

 

 

45 R: If you say maybe your brother can't pay for your school fees, what about maybe a 

government school? 

 

 

 

46 H: 'cause I told him, maybe we change the school... He said maybe. But he's not yet [indistinct]. 

 

 

 

47 R: Ok. Because government schools are cheaper usually, right? 

48 H: Yeah they are fair. 

49 R: Would you like that? 

50 H: But no in the government schools also there are no serious studies, that's a challenge. 

51 R: that means, no serious studies because...? Is the quality not so good? 

52 H: Yes, the quality is not good. 

53 R: Because of teachers? Or maybe because there is not so much money to pay teachers and then 

they maybe don't come? What are the problems at those government schools? What do you 

think? 

54 H: Those government school, teachers just relax. And also they get jobs somewhere. So they 

always are busy, they always in most cases they jump the syllabus. 'Cause they don't have 

enough time. They hurry the syllabus. So that one also can bring... And in government schools 

there is a laziness of students. Like that. 

 

 

 

55 R: So private schools are in terms of quality better? 

56 H: Ya they're always good. 'Cause they [indistinct] they will force you. 

 

 

 

57 R: They will force you, how will the force you? 

58 H: Ya they will not accept like you're just seated and you just remaining. 

59 R: Except for today, today you're allowed to rest, right? Because you had examinations.  
 

Interview 3 

1 R: I thought we could start with you telling me a bit about your family, how many children you 

are, your parents... 

 

 

 

2 S: Ok in my family I'm the fifth born of six children. And among the six the first born is done 

with campus, he studied mass communication and journalism in KU in Kampala. And he now 

doing, working in airtel as an organisation but he will soon join the work he wanted that is 

broadcasting news on TV. And the second born is also done with her campus. She also went to 

KU. She did mass communication and journalism. Then she also went for public administration 

and she's yet pursuing for her degree that is going to be done in this November I think around 

26th or 27th. Then the third born is also doing engineering, that is also in Kampala in [indistinct 

name of University]. He branched from senior four but he has succeeded, he went for upgrading 

and he is now done. And the fourth born is also at campus, she's in her second year in Mbale 
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UCU. She's doing public administration. And I'm the fifth born in form three. I also have hope 

to become a  doctor in future. And I really want to become a doctor I just have that feeling I 

will be a doctor in future and I really hope my wish is fulfilled, it comes true. Then the last born 

is in P5 this year and he's in Mbale, studying from Mbale. And my parents, my dad didn't go fa 

in education. He's an Evangelist and my mom reached Senior four and she upgraded, she has 

two degrees and a diploma and she went for teaching, primary teaching and right now she's a 

head teacher, she's about to retire and that is all about my family. 

 

 

 

3 R: And how was it for your parents with financing of the education especially you older 

siblings who are in university? 

 

 

 

4 S: Ya ok. My dad has, he's also a director of some organisation called NCCA that is National 

Chirstian Churches of Africa and he has some support from the outside friends. Some, there is a 

friend of his called Sampa, there is Gordon. There are hoits from Australia and USA. Then 

some other friends from Kenya. And they really support him in this organisation and they really 

feel for his family in case his children had to go to school They'll always contribut for their 

finances. And most of us in our family we've been chanced in a way that my big brother at least 

he didn't get the chance but the second born my sister she was sponsored my Compassion, that 

pushed her until she finished her senior six. They were paying all her fees. All my dad was 

doing for her is providing all she needed at school but with school fees it was the Compassion 

paying. And even at campus she got a scholarship because she got some good grades in senior 

six so KU sponsored her. She was paying some half and the campus was also paying for her 

some fees. So the third born also didn't get a chancec of being to Compassion. My dad 

struggled and he also went through, and my dad was contributing some finance in case he got 

some money he'd contribute as well as my mother because my mother is earning. She's a 

government employee and she gets some salary so she contributes just in case. And the fourth 

born also was chanced to go through Compassion. And Compassion has been paying all her 

fees up to senior six. And then she was given some, When she was leaving Compassion she 

was, they celebrated her years that she was in Compassion and my dad is now fulfilling her 

university fees with his friends and my mother contributing part of it since my mother is also 

working she's paying part of her fees. Then with me also I'm in some organisation, it's not 

Compassion, I'll not call it a Compassion but it's also an NGO it's called Wiscory Christian 

Centre it pays half of my fees, actually thre quarters of my fees is payed by it. And they really 

help me in a way that for them they don't maybe support you up to some level no, they support 

you fully. If in case you're to go to campus they will pay your tuition. If in case you're to branch 

they look for you, maybe let's say they help you create your own something to do. Then the last 

born is also chanced that he's also under that very organisation that I'm under. And they're also 

paying his fees, they're accommodating him at school and in fact for him they're giving him 

everything since he's very young they're giving him whatever he needs at school. So with the 

issue of finance at home, at least dad has been released under that Compassion thing. It's just a 

heaven chance that he has got that help from friends because it is not really that common in 

other families but we got that chance. 

 

 

 

5 R: Yes. So you all went to private schools? 

6 S: Yes. 

7 R: Already in primary? 

8 S: Ya. 

9 R: Do you think that also improved or supported you and especially your older siblings in 

getting to university? 
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10 S: Ya. I think, I hope so. Because in fact they are just ready. They're telling me you just have to 

study hard and whatever you'll need we shall be there to support you since dad also managed to 

support us. So we have to help him also support the young ones who are coming up. 

11 R: Ya. So your older siblings they also support you financially? 

12 S: Ya. 

13 R: Ok so when you eventually earn money you'll also support their children probably. 

14 S: Ya. 

 

 

 

15 R: Did you also all go to boarding? 

16 S: Ya actually I've been in boarding up to now. Only there is... Of course my mother is a 

primary teacher and she's a God made teacher, but when I was in P3, from P1 to P3 my mother 

wanted to take me to boarding but I refused. I knew boarding was hard. All my brothers were in 

boarding but I loved to stay at home with my mom. But when it came to P4 i felt like I also love 

boarding. Just I loved the way they treated those people who are in boarding. I also felt to be 

treated the same way. And my mother said it's ok you can also join boarding.  

17 R: You said they treated them differently... 

18 S: Ya! At first it was really difficult for me, in fact the first term was really difficult for me. 

Students tried to socialise with me but I couldn't make it. I had everything that I needed but I 

only felt like I'm missing home. Missing my mother, my friends. But with time I came to cope 

up with boarding and teachers loved me, my fellow students liked me, I was in the choir, school 

choir and I was really doing it to my best. My director has really loved me. Even before I joined 

the organisation I was being sponsored by the director, she was paying my fees. We went for 

some tour to Entebbe, I went with my director. We went there just, she just wanted to have a 

moment with me. On reaching there we had just social life, like mommy and daughter. She just 

really loved me because I was social, I was free. Not like the first time when I joined. But from 

there that is when my director loved me and she was really free with me. Until I finished my P7 

and I joined secondary school, that was in Mbale as in Mbale SS. So it has really been good, at 

first it was hard but now I got used to it. It's really fun. 

19 R: So secondary was in Mbale first... 

20 S: Ya then I joined here this year.  

21 R: This year you joined? Ok why did you come here? 

 

 

 

22 S: Ok it was my parents' choice for me to come here because... ok where I was staying in 

Mbale, my dad did not like the environment. That, ok it so happens that Mbale is a developed 

town and whatever happens there my dad takes it for it's not good for students who are going to 

school. It's really a happening place let me call it. And my dad was like 'for you to study maybe 

I need to take you to some school in a deep village. 

23 R: Where you can't do anything. 

24 S: Ya. That is what my dad said. So and he was like, maybe I take you there. So that is what he 

said, I said it's fine. That is when I came here. 

 

 

 

25 R: But because you had older sibling, was it always clear for you that you would pursue this 

education, even up to senior 6? 

 

 

 

26 S: Ya. That is what I also think. But to some extent I see that In case I'm to make it maybe to... 

In case I don't... I really see that with me as a girl there are very many challenges. And if I see 

that I'm not to make it to senior 5 maybe senior 6 and I go up to maybe senior 4 and branch, 

then I'll upgrade in future, that would be better for me because sometimes it's just like taking 
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chances and taking risks. So in case I'm to make it to senior four, I get some good grades I'll 

just have to branch then I'll upgrade after getting something to do. 

 

 

 

27 R: So those challenges as a girl especially, what kind of challenges are those? 

 

 

 

28 S: When I talk about challenges... maybe let's talk about maybe school drop out before you 

done. Let''s say for example in campus, in campus it's a very nice place for someone to be and 

let's talk about the near the campuses as for now there are  very good places to stay yes, but it 

also needs concentration. When I see that and look at myself I really like joining. And 

proceeding would not be bad but if I'll be able to go there and proceed that I'll first have to 

concentrate and get some [indistinct]. 

29 (We had to switch to another place as the MDD club started practicing next to us.) 

 

 

 

30 R: So those kind of challenges… As a girl, it could also be what I think happens quite often, 

early pregnancy already in primary or secondary school 

31 S: Ya. 

32 R: And also on campus, I think those things might happen. 

33 S: Ya. 

34 R: Do you think there are any other challenges for girls and also later for women with regards 

to education? 

35 S: Ya maybe let’s talk about… I would talk about maybe finances but just in case, but I don’t 

think it would be a big problem with me ‘cause really my dad did not go to school but he has 

social, the organisation that he’s a director in, he is really investing in that organisation and he’s 

getting some good money that can support the family. And it’s really not a big problem. Fine, at 

first it is really, I call it a humble background, but at least where we’ve come it really shows 

some hope. 

36 R: Yes! Of course. Because all of you are educated. Your brothers and sisters, the older ones, 

they reached quite far, right? 

37 S: Ya. Because with my dad he was, his mother gave birth to three children and two are girls 

and he’s the only boy. Ya. So my grandfather didn’t, my grandfather was – I don’t know how I 

call it – he really had that poor mind. He didn’t have that m… he had money but he did not 

make it to educate him. But since he came up with an idea so he managed to educate us. 

38 (We were interrupted by some students who were curious to see what we were doing. S sent 

them away. I also asked them to give us some privacy and offered them to meet with me later if 

they wanted to have an interview as well.) 

39 R: So if you now maybe compare your primary education to now the secondary education, what 

do you think are the biggest differences? 

40 S: Ya there is very much, big difference. Like it’s really an upgrading ‘cause back in primary 

we didn’t have things like, let me say, Chemistry and things like Biology. Ok they were there 

but they were hidden in Science and SSD – social studies – but now it’s really an exposure. 

Because with secondary you really get exposed and the more you go deep in education, the 

more you get to know more things, and the more you get to learn and get experience about 

things that you didn’t know. Let’s say now with me, I didn’t know anything about – let’s say… 

I really like secondary but I was really afraid of passing my PLE because I was really treated 

like a baby when in primary. My head teacher really used to treat me like a baby and all 

teachers were like ‘this girl is not going to pass’. But thank God, I got a second grade in P7 and 

a strong division too, so I was really happy when I entered secondary. My director told me I 

would really support you if you, anywhere, you want to do any education pursue you want to 

get, all you need is just work hard. So you’re now leaving me you’re joining a new environment 
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so you just need to work hard and go through. So there is a very much big difference between 

primary and secondary. Because in secondary there is so much – let me talk – let’s say you’re 

going to have high exaggerating in primary. They will care for you more than they care for you 

in secondary. Because most teachers in secondary will say ‘ah they’re grown-ups at least they 

know something too’. Like in primary teachers would really say ‘those children need us, these 

children need our help’. Fine, also in secondary it’s almost the same thing but in secondary 

teachers will really need to see that you’re progressing in say, education. But in primary they 

will see that you’re progressing in everything [indistinct] everything. So it’s a very big 

difference. They just groom you for the secondary school. But with secondary they… ya they’d 

also be grooming you for the campus. 

41 R: And if you’d imagine after primary school you would not continue with education. What 

kind of job opportunities would you have only with primary? 

42 S: Ahm. As per now it’s really hard. But if you come back to the, to the way they’re making 

it… in fact most people who have left primary – who have not gone to secondary most of them 

have succeeded but it’s just by chance. Because back then people would join even nursery 

teaching after primary seven. But right now they want the senior certificates. And with after 

primary in case you don’t proceed, maybe you create a job for yourself. Let’s say maybe basket 

weaving, maybe weaving hats, maybe… mhm… tailoring, something like that. But it will need, 

it will need [indistinct] to make it. And it will just require to just give in and accept who you are 

before you make it. But if you don’t then you won’t make it. If you really want to, let’s say, an 

office job you will not branch from P7. 

43 R: So it’s getting more in the direction that they require higher certificates for certain courses. 

But for university, anyways, you need  Senior six, right? 

44 S: Ya.  

45 R: Alright. If we look a bit more ahead to your future… You’re hoping to join the university? 

46 S: Ya. I really hope so and I want to… all… I really pray to God that I get focused. At least I 

really want to reach there. I know I will, I know I will. 

47 R: So what kind of knowledge do you need already now in order to do a course to become a 

doctor? 

48 S: Ahm… I think… ok. I  have, I have to just work hard in my Science subjects. Ya. That is 

most especially Biology and Chemistry. Those are the subjects I really need to invest in and 

they'll really help me to do the course I want to do at campus. Because they will determine my 

passing in O’level, then I’ll join A’level. In case I’m to do the A’level I’ll need maybe to 

change the school because here they don’t do Biology and Chemistry. Ya. They have not yet 

introduced them so, ya. So I’ll just have, I really have to focus on those subjects. As per now 

I’m really trying to see that I pass them and in case I pass them I really have to just proceed 

with it. 

49 R: So that would also play a role if you apply for a medicine course at university… 

50 S: Ya. It really does. 

51 R: You’ll have to show your grades from Biology. 

52 S: Actually when you present your paper of results the first subject they’ll look at is Biology 

and then Chemistry. Then they’ll come back to maybe, let’s say, English, maybe Agriculture in 

case you offered it at O’level. But the first two determ… in case you passed Biology and 

Chemistry that is it. 

53 R: And what do you think about your job opportunities afterwards? After you graduate and you 

become a doctor, what do you think, where are you going to end up? What do you want to do? 

54 S: Ahm. I really, I really love Canada and in case… I’m hopefull that, in case I pursue my 

career in medicine and I go through… I love my home country yes, but I really want to be an 

international doctor. And Canada is my dream place. I really want to go there, I want to have 

social life with those people outside, and maybe, in case I would get a job opportunity there, I 

get to work there, I’ll come back home and make my own hospital. 

55 R: Your own hospital? 
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56 S: Yes. Being employed in Canada, so I just have my own hospital in Uganda and I’ll be 

employed there but I’ll be coming back home, I’ll work in both places. 

57 R: So maybe you can earn quite a lot of money in Canada which will then enable you to build a 

hospital here. 

58 S: Ya, ya. 

59 R: What do you say in general about job opportunities in Uganda? 

60 S: Eh in Uganda really it’s… I really call it very difficult. According to the government right 

now. Because right now, yes, you might have a good paper, very many have nice papers with 

very good results but they’re back home seated because the current Ugandan government 

they’ll tell you ‘be a job creator, don’t be a job seeker’. But if, let’s say, you go to a hospital, 

you’re looking for a job, you have a nice paper, most people, most bosses consider your tribe, 

maybe where you’re coming from. In fact you’ll even have to bribe someone. So let me say 

I’ve gone for the same course you want, we’re going to one place so it will only depend on how 

much money you’ve given him and how much money I’ve given   him. So he’ll check quantity. 

He’ll give the job to that one who has given him a lot of money. So with job opportunities in 

Uganda it’s really very hard, very hard. Unless you make it for your own self, like let me say 

after pursuing for a job, for a career in medicine maybe you’ll try to make your own small 

pharmacy you start from that, you develop, but it will be a gradual thing for you to go up. So it 

will just take time, with time you will come up. But when you say maybe you finished 

education, you are now looking for a job it will be very hard. 

61 R: Ok. So now we talked quite a lot about your career. What do you think, how is the future 

going to be for you in the private life? Family planning, those kind of things. Or also with your 

family now. 

62 S: Ya my family as me? Ok. As, with me I think I really, I really wish for a good family. That’s 

all I want and I pray to God to give my parents access and to keep my family. I wish in future, I 

wish to get… I don’t, I don’t care whether… which tribe I get. I want to get a good husband, 

God fearing, and in case I’m to marry I want someone who respects my parents, respects my 

friends, my family and all I need is a God fearing man. And I’ll need maybe, a maximum of 

four children. Like I manage to handle as me. In case, maybe my husband is not willing to go 

on with me I’ll manage to handle them according to what I’m doing. And I really want… my 

future, I really want my children to come up under God fearing and that will help me handle my 

family. I really don’t wish for a family in that we have fights, that will be disorganised, no. I 

really want, I really wish for a good, nice family that will be stable and secure. 

63 R: And you said maximum four children 

64 S: Maximum four children. 

65 R: So you can… 

66 S: I can cater for them, ya. May be school, may be food, may be all that there is, I really want to 

be sure to cater for them. Unlike a big number that will give me hard time maybe, I really don’t 

want. 

67 R: And probably the you could also not pursue your cereer. 

68 S: My career, ya. 

69 R: What about the timing for having, or starting a family? What would you say when could one 

start building up an own family? Would that already be soon? Did you plan that even or not 

really? 

70 S: Ahm, I really, I really like the way my mom brought me up. I really wish, I want to get 

married, I want to get my husband in case I’m to give birth, after my education and when I’m 

working. So that in case I’m to give birth to children I’ll be working already, I’ll be able to 

support what I’ve looked for. Ya, I don’t want this scenario of maybe getting children, you 

don’t have a job, you’re husband really minimises you. And my… I really don’t want that 

scenario to happen to me. ‘Cause I have really seen women outside there that are suffering. 

They really wanted children but they didn’t plan for them. So I just want to first plan for them, 

after getting my job, if I’m earning, that is when I want children. ‘Cause by that time I’ll be 
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able to plan for them, I’ll be able to cater for them. 

71 R: Yes and you’re also going to be independent. 

72 S: Ya I’ll be able to cater for myself as well, ya. 

73 R: Yes good. Alright that is it. I don’t have anymore questions, unless you have questions… 

74 S: I don’t have a question. 

 

Interview 4 

1 I first asked the student to tell me about his family background, how he grew up and where he 

came from. 

2 I: Alright, me I grew up in Manafwa district, Manafwa district. Right now they’ve cut it now in 

two eh Namisidwa that’s the new district they’ve cut, now that’s where I belong. It’s just 

nearby Kenya, we’re just on the border. From my place to Kenya you can foot. So I was born 

there. I’m,  had three brothers, but one died. Then my mom got another one from a different 

father, so I have now two brothers who follow me. But one is a step. So in 2001, by then I was 

very young, I’m a born of 1998. Then in 2001 my brother was studying, my father [corrects 

himself, his father was studying], my father was studying. But he had no, he had no way of 

getting money to sponsor him at school. He was supposed to pay school fees for himself. And 

then, so he used to carry things from Kenya, to carry things from Kenya, bring to Uganda, they 

pay you… You carry from Kenya, bring to Uganda, they pay you. So one day as he was 

carrying things, there is a river, a big river that separates Uganda from Kenya it’s called 

Wahaha. So that one time he was, as he was carrying things the river was flooding so as he was 

carrying things he fell into the water. And in 2001 he died from there. So I remained with mom. 

My mother had also not studied, had not gone to school. She stopped in P5, that’s where she 

stopped so she now left us at our grandfather’s place. She used to go to Kampala to work as a 

house girl so that she could pay for us or get at least clothes. So we used to stay with our 

grandfather. I was studying, you know these village schools. I was now in P3 going to, when I 

had reached P3 I was going to P5. This uncle of mine was now at the college, now he came and 

picked me, took me to Kampala ‘cause he was now teaching in Kampala. And when we 

reached there they took me to P… they wanted to take me to P1 but they took… when I was in 

the village I was going to P5 and when they took me to Kampala they wanted to put me in P1 

but I said no. Then they put me in P3. So I stayed in Kampala, stayed in Kampala for my P3, 

P4, then P5 he came to government. That year he had stayed in Kampala of course they don’t 

pay money for the first year you’re joining government as a teacher. So that time he was not 

getting money. Now my mom had come back from [indistinct] she was staying in Mbale. So I 

started staying with my mom when I was in my P5 for the whole of that year. Then when I 

reached P6 I came to this school (Bukedea Township). I think he had started getting some little 

money. Started staying, we were staying somewhere down there (point in the direction where 

the road goes towards Mbale). Now when I was finishing my, my P7 that was in 2015, yea that 

was 2015 I finished my P7, in 2014, not so? When I finished my P7 they took me to Lifeline, 

they wanted to take me to BS (Bukedea SS) but they were like ‘no let’s take him to Lifeline’. 

So they took me to Lifeline. I started studying from there. Then in my first year in Lifeline… 

my mom died. She was very sick. By then she had gone to [study?] so she came back, but 

people were suspecting because she had got some little money so she wanted building some 

[indistinct] quarters in the village there. So there was the suspense that – cause in our village – 

people, people have no good hearts. They’re people who don’t wish like somebody to develop. 

So she had started building some small houses, so people suspected her that’s what made her to 

be killed. So people were just beginning… that’s what made her to be killed but using those 

local, local things you know… Yea. So people used some sort of demons because even me 

when I was in the house I used to hear cats come to the house, make noise, such things. And my 

mom died. So in my first year of Lifeline, that first term they paid school fees when I was 

entering school. In fact, even that money they just sold g-nuts, then they paid that money. So 
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my uncle who was paying my school fees also got some problems. He hadn’t got some loans in 

the bank, the there money [indisting] so he could not raise money for me. So I started studying 

in Lifeline like that. Only that people used to like me, teachers used to like me. So whenever 

they could chase, they would not chase me, sometimes they could leave me. So I used to study, 

I used to study and till now I think I’ve only ever paid fees once in Lifeline. But I’m, also I’m 

just there, just through hiding, be like what… Then when I reached Senior 3, when I reached 

Senior 2 I had a target that I said I need to, to contest when I reach Senior 3. And when I 

reached Senior 3, I said let me contest for, to become a head boy. Then God help and I went 

through. I used to not eat at school ‘cause I’ve not paid and you know it is very hard for me to 

study when I have not eaten. So I used to suffer. Sometimes when, like after lunch like this you 

go to class, they teach you and you have not eaten you just feel like eat and [indistinct]. 

Sometimes you could come out, just go behind the kitchen pick posho that has fallen down then 

I ask for some soup and just begin eating right before I go to class. Life was really hard. When I 

became the head boy they started allowing me to eat food as I kept on working. Yeah. 

3 R: As a head boy, what do you do exactly? What are your duties? 

4 I: Alright. As a head boy, like I supervise, like on, I supervise. Yeah. Much as the [general?] 

power related to the HB but then I supervise like throughout the week, I help teachers, like 

cleaning of the school. By the time they come to school they find it when the school is clean. I 

make sure all the classes I’ve kept them clean. I make sure that other students don’t disturb 

others. Yeah so I coordinate between teachers and the students. That is it. 

5 R: Ok so since you’re a head boy now things got better for you because you can at least have 

lunch at school… 

6 I: Well with lunch I got better. But now with fees. Because even now they are planning like 

they change me the school because of fees. But now I feel like, when they change me the 

school, it is very hard for me to change me the school in the last year. In the candidate class to 

change a school it is the worst they can ever do for a students. So and the school they want to 

take me, they don’t teach. Even my fellow friends who are in, are going to that school they cry 

like [wow this little they teach?]. So I’m just praying right now they just help not take me out 

Lifeline.  

7 R: So you have not paid school fees so far, except for I think in the first year… 

8 I: In the first, I paid for the first term of S1. And since then all these years I’ve not paid. Three 

years. 

9 R: And your uncle he cannot pay for you? 

10 I: Well… Yeah that’s, actually he can’t pay. Because he has very many problems, too. He’s 

studying, the wife is also studying, the child you have seen she’s also studying in Lifeline. So it 

is really very hard for him to pay for me. I have no mother I have no father. When my mom was 

there she could provide at least some basic needs, she could bring for me clothes… But right 

now even just getting a coat, even just getting a shoe is a very big problem. So I just right here 

and I don’t know what to do.  

11 R: So you said they might want to take you to another school for your last year. 

12 I: Yeah. 

13 R: Which school? Here the government school? 

14 I: Yeah just this government school here called Bukedea SS. 

15 R: Yes I’ve been there yesterday.  

16 I: Yes that’s where they want to take me.  

17 R: Ok and of course the quality of education is probably a bit different there.  

18 I: Yeah. And of course getting to know the situation it will take me now time. I catch up with 

the situation there. And in that school of course there is no, nothing like time. 

19 R: Yea and there the teachers are different.  

20 I: Yeah, very different and they don’t know me, they don’t know my weakness, so it is very 

hard. It can be very hard for myself. At least in Lifeline they know me, they know my 

weaknesses, they know what I can do, yeah.  
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21 R: But let’s assume next year you’ll finish senior four, so you have O’level. Do you have plans 

for afterwards already? 

22 I: Well I was to, if I had my father, I was to continue. But now the problem that I have is fees. 

So I was suggesting, after my senior four, cause even my, when I went to the village, I phoned 

my step-brother. Then he told me where he’s staying they’re not treating him well. So I say like 

the situation I’m going through is just the same situation my brother is going through. So I said 

I think after senior four, I was to go for a teaching course. Yeah. 

23 R: Teaching course? 

24 I: Yeah. 

25 R: Ok. And your brother he stays in Mbale? 

26 I: Yeah my brother stays in Mbale with another uncle. Yeah the one who follows my father 

now.  

27 R: Ok. And they’re not treating him so well. But he’s also in school? 

28 I: Yeah he’s now going to S2. And then the last one is in, is going to P5. 

29 R: Ok. And he’s also with an uncle there? 

30 I: No. For him, the last born, of course is my step, the last one is my step. So he is staying with 

his father in Kampala. Yeah, but the mother, the step mother is not treating him well. Of course 

in Africa here, a step-mother can never treat, they say a woman can never keep another 

woman’s son or daughter. Yeah that’s what they say now.  

31 R: Yeah, I’ve heard that quite often, that it is usually a problem when you stay with a step-

mother. She probably has children herself. 

32 I: Yeah, Yeah.  

33 R: So I think she’d prefer to have her children being more educated. 

34 I: Yeah exactly. 

35 R: So you’re thinking about doing a teaching course afterwards. Is it a teaching for primary or 

what kind of teaching? 

36 I: Yeah. Teacher for primary.  

37 R: Ok. And you can do it here? At this teachers institute? 

38 I: Ok. No, like I think here, the one here is for only girls. That St. Mary’s is for only girls. But I 

think I will get some college in Mbale there. After my senior four. 

39 R: And how is it there? They also charge fees? 

40 I: They charge fees. And there it is worse. So I don’t know what my uncle will do. I really don’t 

know. Maybe he’ll sacrifice [his it’ll be last years?]. But I don’t know. ‘Cause even him he’s 

studying. 

41 R: What is he studying? He’s a teacher here.  

42 I: Yeah. He’s upgrading. Like going for diploma.  

43 R: Ok and also his wife. 

44 I: Mh.  

45 R: So they have to spend money on that, too.  

46 I: Exactly. And they can only spending on themselves and spending on some [indistinct]. 

47 R: Ok. But I remember originally you had a different goal for your future? 

48 I: Yeah.  

49 R: You wanted to become a doctor is that right? 

50 I: Yeah. From my childhood I wanted to become a doctor and even my mom, she really wanted 

me to become a doctor, that’s what she told me to become. She even told me, if you become a 

teacher I’ll never come to your place. I wanted to become a doctor. So it’s not that I don’t want 

to become a doctor, but it’s only the situation that is forcing me to, yeah, I have to branch. But 

those who a taking care for me are just praying that I finish very fast and I safe them from that 

luggage they’re having. So after completing my senior four, I will, I have to go for some 

course, and I see what I can do for myself.  

51 R: Hm. And then if you get a job afterwards you could then maybe support your brothers or… 
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52 I: Yeah that’s exactly… After me getting a job I was thinking of bringing my step-brother, he’s 

in Kampala, I’ll be staying with that one. Then I will just be taking care of that one who is 

staying in Mbale. But with the one who’s staying in Mbale they are paying fees for him the 

brother, the uncle he’s not bad. He has some money. Only that this uncle of mine and the uncle 

in Mbale they have some… 

53 R: Problems.  

54 I: Yeah. So this one called to take care of me, the other one also called to take care of the other 

one, so the other one’s like he should make sure he takes care of me, but he’s failed. And so, so 

I’m like two elephants fighting and I’m the grass.  

55 R: Yeah that’s difficult. And in your primary school, was it also a private school like Lifeline or 

was it… 

56 I: Well what helped me in my primary, like when I was in P 3 then I was in Kampala. He was a 

teacher and so I could not pay fees, because he was teaching at the same school, he was 

teaching where I was studying. So I used to get free food, education free, ‘cause he was a 

teacher. 

57 R: Ok. But that was also a private school there? 

58 I: Yeah it was a private school. Then when I went to Mbale it was a government school, but 

then my mom paid. Yeah. The standards were not, there were not all that low. Yeah and I was 

just there for P5 and I came here for my P6 and P7. [Indistinct] 

59 R: What would you say in general is the difference between government schools and private 

schools? 

60 I: Well, government schools they are not bothered, totally not bothered. Wherever they teach, 

wherever they don’t teach… and here, here it is somehow. But when you go to deep, deep 

village schools, teachers go to school at their own time and they go and they feel like… Others 

students, people go and stay at school and go home, that’s all. But there’s nothing like studying. 

Then when you come to a private school ‘cause it’s somebody’s business so you, that person 

will make sure there’s enough study. Yeah ‘cause the results are the ones that will make the 

profits. So I think that’s it. 

61 R: The main difference…  

62 I: Yeah. With this government schools, they’re totally not bothered, totally not bothered. 

63 R: But in general, what was the purpose of those government schools was to have free, 

universal education for everyone in Uganda. But I think even if you go to the government 

school there are still costs right? 

64 I: Yeah they’re trying to bring costs. Like just these years. Otherwise there were no costs.  

65 R: No costs. Like what about school uniforms, lunch … Was that provided by the government 

also? 

66 I: No that is not provided. It’s the… in fact the government, the schools encourage parents to, 

just like here, like they bring flour, then beans, so 30 cages of posho. Then 15 of beans. So that 

keeps you for the whole of the what? Of the term. So a child would keep on what? Eating at 

school. 

67 R: Ok. So when we talk about you finishing your course, the teaching course, what do you 

think about the job opportunities later on? 

68 I: Well, in, the job opportunities, like with teaching you can get a job. But the big problem is 

the school you may go to they may either give you little money, or like in many schools in 

Kampala they may either give you little money or take long to pay you or sometimes cheat you. 

Like you can teach for four months. And of course when you teach four months without being 

paid, you’re staying in a city, life will become hard and you will definitely run away by 

yourself.  

69 R: Yeah especially Kampala is I think really expensive.  

70 I: Yeah so that’s the big problem. Otherwise with getting a job, my uncle was like ‘cause he 

was in Kampala so he has friends there, see if he can get for me a job. Yeah. But now paying is 

the big problem. Not like in government. And joining government also, before you join you 
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must have an experience of like three years. Which means you have to teach like in private for 

three years to come and join government. And then in government when you are joining it will 

take some good months or a year without being paid before you begin earning. And of which 

you’ll be teaching you don’t have anywhere to get money from and you have to stay.  

71 R: Why don’t they pay you for the first time? 

72 I: I, that’s what I haven’t found out. But before, that’s what I know, before they put you on a 

payroll you must have worked for some time, like you just don’t enter like this and they begin 

paying you.  

73 R: Maybe they want to see if you work… 

74 I: Yeah. 

75 R: But then it’s hard to sustain on your own if you don’t get money. 

76 I: Exactly.  

77 R: And when you do this course, how long would it take? 

78 I: Two years.  

79 R: Two years. But while doing this course you don’t earn money. 

80 I: No I don’t earn. It’s just like when you’re in secondary, you don’t earn.  

81 R: Yeah of course. [I explained that in Germany when you do some vocational training you 

sometimes already earn money while doing the training]. Ok and if you look at your brothers, 

maybe you talked with them also about it, do you know if they also have some future goals or 

dreams? Or are they too young. 

82 I: No. I think the one who follows me, for him he told me he wants to become a doctor. But he 

told me the challenge he’s having is science subjects. 

83 R: Sciences? 

84 I: Yeah. He wants to become a doctor and they can pay for him fees only that the problem he’s 

having is they don’t take him well at home. Yeah and the school he’s studying from is also not 

a good school and besides that it is very far, very far indeed. And then he, so that’s the 

challenge he’s having. 

85 R: So he, it’ very far, that means he has to walk there for quite a long, it’s a long distance? 

86 I: Yeah. So by the time you reach school you are already tired and exhausted, the mind… and 

in the even you have to come back, you have no, like there is no power for reading, you use 

these local, local things for reading of which it can’t provide enough light. So life is very hard. 

Yeah but with him, with the fees, for him they can pay. 

87 R: At least. Ok. But if you would have the power to change things in Uganda, maybe in the 

education system or in general, what would you change, what do you think are the main 

problems? 

88 I: Well, the main problems I see like in these government schools, the way, the little money 

they pay teachers I thank that’s, it demoralises them. That’s why they keep on going to school 

at any time. They feel like they should do some work that will earn them a living. Of course 

they feel that this money they earn very little it cannot sustain in this modern Uganda of ours. It 

totally can’t. ‘Cause things are going high and the money still stands on the same… So when 

they give even just ten thousand you just buy something small. So I think the little money they 

earn and the poor services that are provided… yeah ‘cause when you look at a big school like 

this one it has very enough land, but no structure, the children are just fidgeted, because even 

this one they’ve just constructed recently.   

89 R: These are how many buildings? Two? 

90 I: Yeah. Yeah. 

91 R: Ok and this is a primary school only right? 

92 I: Yeah it is a primary school. 

93 R: So what you would change is the salary of teachers. 

94 I: Yeah the salary of teachers, infrastructure of schools,… But this one in somehow better. But 

when you look at some schools you may even feel like crying because by then, by the time I 

came they used to study from there, there was some structure of, they built were creating those, 
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those things there. So when rain comes, that marks the end of studies, if rain comes in the 

morning that marks the end of studies. So it was real hard. So infrastructure is really needed. 

And even when, you can find it when kids are just seated down they don’t have where to sit 

which causes very many [indistinct] they don’t have shoes… So. 

95 R: Ok. So is that because there are too many students in one classroom that they can’t sit? 

96 I: Yeah. There are too many students. And then there is too much contention… Yeah. And 

indeed they’re saying that, of course the government says there is no failing so all, they have all 

to go. Even one has failed. So that gives the future of what? The people. So even you have 

failed or you have passed you have to go to the next class so when you reach P7 definitely you 

have to fail of which has led to early marriages of girls. Yeah and then other homes that want 

things for dowry so they give out their children to men just to get money. And that’s more so in 

[Suga?] region. Even just a girl of fourteen years she has, she’s allowed, she can be given out as 

long as the what? The man wants to pay money.  

97 R: So you said early marriages and pregnancies that is also happening a lot? 

98 I: Yeah it’s a lot. 

99 R. And that means usually for the girl if she gets pregnant probably she completely drops out of 

school. 

100 I: Yeah. And then boys, hardship like you’re not provided with what? Basic needs. You even 

just getting books and [indistinct] cards. So in most places they feel like, and of course when 

you’re a student you will need something ‘cause you’ll keep on seeing your friends at school. 

‘Cause at school you find there are series of rich people, of the poor. So they all mix there so it 

will be so hard for somebody who is not, who doesn’t have that heart of studying to make sure 

that he endures. To see others enjoying, buying this buying this, some like, like, yeah it is very 

hard. And some end up saying it is better let me just go out of school than watch others 

enjoying while me I am suffering right here.  

101 R: Ok so they just completely leave school because… 

102 I: Yeah they leave school and in most, most cases even some parents are not bothered. ‘Cause 

some parents who never went to school they don’t care. It’s all about, if you want to study you 

study, if you don’t want… It’s all about having the heart. And then there are also parents who 

also have hearts of teaching their students much as they have what? Have not studied. But again 

the students, we the kids, ourselves again it’s all about having heart. There are some people 

who don’t have that heart or that thinking that let me do what? Let me study something that 

when my father is rich I’ll also be rich like this richess will come to me. Like there’s some boy 

in town here, the mother took him to Kampala, the boy said ah ah I want to study from what? 

Bukedea. And yet education in Kampala is more better than this one in Bukedea. When they 

brought him to Bukedea they took him to Lifeline. Where like, the first day they took him to 

Lifeline, the mother paid all the fees, everything. Then that night, that very first night the boy 

was there, the boy jumped over the fence. Then the following day they had to chase the boy of 

which the mother had paid all the money. Now I say ‘Oh my God’ some people are, some of us 

are praying that if they could pay for me fees then I begin reading my books comfortably, 

others are wasting their chances. So sometimes people don’t have that heart. 

103 R: Heart of studying. Ok. So if you think in general for your whole life what do you think how 

important is education there? 

104 I: Well, I think education means the solution to every hardship in my case. Only that it’s just 

the situation that makes you stop. Otherwise if there was everything you just start endure. 

‘Cause I believe that education does not end. [Indistinct]. 

105 R: Ok. So would you say it opens up opportunities? 

106 I: Yeah it’s the permanent opportunity you can ever have. It’s sort of permanent ‘cause there 

are people who have skills but when you don’t have papers you will not go anywhere. Like 

there was a man, they came and phoned him there were good chances they would take them 

abroad to work. But now the friend had studied, this one had not studied. The man was big he 

had kids studying he said now I have no… that time I was doing my P7 the man also said I’m 
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doing my P7. The man was mature but now he had got the chance of going out he had no 

papers so he said let me go back where? To school. So he realised it when it was too late now. 

So that’s how people miss their chances. Yeah. Much as they are not, we say there are no 

employment opportunities in Uganda, yeah it’s true they are not there but it is better to try. 

That’s the excuse we, the way the use are giving for not studying when you tell somebody go to 

school and they say no jobs are over now I don’t [indistinct]. So that’s the excuse they normally 

give. But I don’t think it’s… it is a very lame excuse. Yeah. Very lame. Somebody who has an 

intention or somebody who has something to think about or if you have something you want 

you can’t say like that.  

107 R: But is it really true that there are very few job opportunities? 

108 I: Well, jobs are there, what I know is jobs are there. But what is killing Uganda is before 

they’ll give you a job they will ask you ‘you’re a son of who? Or a daughter of who? Are you 

the son of Museveni? Or are you the daughter of who? Of which general?’ That’s how you’ll be 

able to get a big post. Otherwise, there’s no way like getting a job just in Uganda. If you just get 

a job you just go somewhere and work, you just know that they will not pay you or they will 

pay you less money and you work so hard or they will cheat you. Yeah that’s what it is in 

Uganda. Otherwise, for you to get a job in Uganda you must having what? Connections. Yeah 

that’s how you can be able to get. 

109 R: So you have to know someone who is maybe already working there. Who can recommend 

you or give you a job there.  

110 I: Exactly. 

111 R: That makes it difficult. 

112 I: Yeah very difficult.  

113 R: And do you think there is a difference in the regions of Uganda. Like if you would compare 

for example Teso region here to, I don’t know, somewhere in the West or even Kampala that 

area. Do you think there is a difference in job opportunities? 

114 I: Very many. ‘Cause if we just, if you just to move in offices in Kampala and you search 

people who a working there they are Ankole. And they get connection because the President is 

from where? Ankole. So that’s… Even when you look at just physical thinks like roads. The 

roads they are building Eastern are not the same as those roads that are built in the Western. 

They’re very, very different. That’s when you see that… When Obote was the President Gulu, 

‘cause for him he comes from Gulu, Gulu was developed. And up to now that place is still big 

because of what… yeah because they had some big person. So if you just, if you just, if this 

Eastern region was to get a President you’ll see that this place has changed and so that is was 

killing me, us.  

115 R: So you say that usually the Presidents they favour more their regions. 

116 I: Yeah, yeah. 

117 R: They allocate money more in those regions and forget a bit about the… 

118 I: Yeah [indistinct] like the whole of Bukedea, there’s no hospital. But when you go to those 

districts in Western they have just enough things. All big things are there everything is there… 

there. Yeah. Another big problem yeah.  

119 R: So you don’t really have much infrastructure here what maybe also makes it difficult to find 

jobs because it might be they are not even there.  

120 I: Yeah, that’s, yeah. That’s why people from here they run to Kampala for jobs, yeah. 

Kampala, Western… But people from there don’t come this way.  

121 R: But when they would go there to Kampala do they usually stay there or do they come back at 

some point? 

122 I: Yeah. Like they stay there, then in most cases they come back during those festive seasons.  

123 R: Only for that? But they stay there for the job. They wouldn’t… 

124 I: Yeah. They stay there but this way they just come for few days, they go back. They go back 

yeah.  

125 R: For example if they make a lot of money they could maybe come here, invest, maybe build 
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up something. But that usually doesn’t happen.  

126 I: It doesn’t. When somebody gets too much money when there. He builds there and remains 

there. That’s why people here remain poor. 

127 R: But you also want to go there right? 

128 I: Well, for, in order for me to get a job of course I have to go there. ‘Cause when you look at 

the schools here, there are very few schools and… yeah there are very few schools.  

129 R: You would have to first start in a private school 

130 I: Yeah and then you have to ask for, and then of course now getting a government school again 

in Kampala it’s very difficult you have to put there too much money for you to get. 

131 R: Really? 

132 I: Yeah. Too much money. 

133 R: How do you mean you have to put too much money? 

134 I: Of course you have to bribe. Yeah, you have to bribe people who are doing those things of 

recruiting people. Yeah, that’s how you can be able to get a job. Even in these villages here 

much as you put money but not put too much ‘cause yeah here is the village so if you give 

some little money they will recruit you. 

135 R: But do you think it’s better to work in a government school? Or you could also work in a 

private school. Or is government school still better to work at as a teacher? 

136 I: What’s good in working in government schools is you’re assured of the, you’re assured of the 

money much as it may delay like for two months but you’re assured you will get the money. 

But in private schools they can cheat you. Yeah, they can cheat you.  

137 R: That they just don’t pay… 

138 I: And you are not assured of the job. You can be chased at any time. So that’s another big 

challenge.  

139 R: So when you teach at a government school you are assured of that job for ever or for some 

certain time? 

140 I: Yeah in government, as long as you are not acting badly, and they will not just ‘cause you’re, 

like you make the first mistake they chase you, no. Like in private, no. And someone, like the 

head teacher will follow very many routes before he chases you. So you are, the big challenge 

in government is being transferred. They can transfer you and take you deep in the village 

which is… and also when you’re used of staying in town so now you find life so, so hard.  

141 R: So maybe my final question is if you think about the past, if you think about the present, and 

then the future what do you think which of those is most important for you? 

142 I: Well, in my future ok what I feel is even though I don’t earn too much money but if I can be 

able to take care of the people I’m staying with. Yeah that’s all I feel like. 

143 R: So the future… 

144 I: Yeah that’s what I feel for my future. I don’t want the people, I don’t want to suffer like. I 

don’t, the people I’ll be staying with to go through the same situation which I’m going through, 

that’s what I don’t want. I just want to have, the family I’ll have I just don’t want them to 

suffer. Yeah that’s what I want.  

145 R: Provide a safe environment… 

146 I: Yeah however small the family, I just want to make sure that they’re what? They are ok. I 

don’t want them to suffer the same way I suffer. That’s all I fight for.  

147 R: Ok that is very good. Alright. I think, that that is it. Thank you so much. Unless you have 

anything to say… 

148 I: No.  

149 R: Ok so I thank you so much.  

 

Interview 5: Building Student at BUYOPA (BVC) 
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Note: The student dropped out of the vocational training before the graduation. Emma is 

the former teacher who came with us to the student’s home because he knows the student 

well and knows where he lives. From time to time he got involved in the conversation 

(mostly to clarify or explain things to me). 

1 R: We could start with you telling us a bit about your family background. Your sisters, brothers, 

how you grew up... 

2 D: [Ateso] 

3 B: [Ateso] 

4 D: He's telling me, he has sisters who are off home currently. Now he's the only one with a 

young boy who is also absent, he is also somewhere. So he's currently the only one and he's 

struggling on how he brings that boy home and how to see ways forward. And I asked him: 

How? And he said the very way it comes how we can survive, that's the way we shall go. Now I 

fail to understand, someone says... The way it comes, that's the we he'll go.  

5 R: So his younger brother is not here right now. Where is he and... ya. 

6 D: [Ateso] 

7 B: [Ateso] 

8 D: He has actually gone for burial, but he's a young boy some other far environment from here. 

9 R: Ah ok. And he does not know how to get him back here? 

10 D: [Ateso] 

11 B: [Ateso] 

12 D: Oh he's sick, so they'll just have to go and pick him back. 

13 R: Ok he's sick he's in a hospital? 

14 D: [Ateso] 

15 B: [Ateso] 

16 D: He's saying that young boy, he just came back from general hospital of Kumi and the 

hospital's name is 'Ongingo' and he was operated. I think something with [indistinct]. Was 

operated but when he came back yesterday, they took him actually for burial. One of his sisters 

lost a child, butj he also had to go there, but he said they'll come back in the evening. So they 

didn't go an pick him, they'll just come in the evening. 

17 R: Ok. When we talk about how you grew up, could you tell us a bit about where you went to 

school, how long you went to school up to primary or secondary? 

18 D: [Ateso] 

19 B: [Ateso] 

20 Emma: [Ateso] 

21 D: He studied up to primary five. But the general problem was, he lost the father and then the 

mother also was engaged into cohabitation with another man, who also left their mother and 

went to somewhere he don't know. And the mother also passed on. Now he was left alone when 

he was a young boy. With one of the brothers now he's just gambling life. That's what he said. 

22 R: Mhm. So after P5 you would not go to school anymore. How did you get in contact with that 

project in Bukedea? 

23 D: [Ateso] 

24 B: [Ateso] 

25 D: Emma helped him. 

26 R: And how was the project for you? What did you like about it, how did you feel while you 

were doing the vocational training? 

27 D: [Ateso] 

28 B: [Ateso] 

29 D: [Ateso] 

30 Emma: [Ateso] 

31 B: [Ateso] 
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32 D: He's saying he got some knowledge but the knowledge he got, it has made him learn how to 

make some things. But he has not told me like what. [Ateso] 

33 Other man: [Ateso] 

34 D: Oh they're telling me my voice is too low, he is not listening. He has got listening problem. 

Ok. But the man is telling me, he has learned some knowledge and is able to make some, let me 

say tools, of the kind to build. But I don't know. 

35 Emma: I'll even take you where they worked. It's there, at least to show you an example. 'Cause 

the Buyopa students I also used them, those who completed and this one for him he dropped 

down but there's quite some little knowledge. But I will take you down to have a look at it. 

Where we build. And perhaps you will appreciate. 

36 R: Yes. So you use that knowledge still even though you dropped out to do some building there 

and you can earn some money with that? 

37 D: [Ateso] 

38 B: [Ateso] 

39 D: He's telling me he gets some little money but not really enough to sustain. Sustain him and 

activities at home. That's what he's saying. 

40 R: So what about, what you are doing right now. What do you think are the major challenges 

you are facing at the moment? 

41 D: [Ateso] 

42 B: [Ateso] 

43 D: Oh he can actually help in construction, but the biggest problem is he cannot make a plan for 

construction. 

44 Emma: He can't set. 

45 D: He can't set. 

46 Emma: 'Cause he still lacks that knowledge 

47 D: Ya he still lacks that knowledge because he didn't go far. 

48 R: Ok. And do you have some other income so that can sustain you a bit? Or how do you make 

money, do you have some other sources you can make money from? 

49 D: [Ateso] 

50 B: [Ateso] 

51 D: Ya he actually told us he doesn't get money. But collegues who know him. They will always 

call him, he helps them, small work and then they'll give him something. Just that. 

52 R: Just that. 

53 D: Just that. But there is no source of income. 

54 R: And I think Emma you said he has a family himself? So you have children and a wife? 

55 D: [Ateso] 

56 R: No? 

57 Emma: He has a younger brother. 

58 R: Only a younger brother, ok I understand. So you have to take care of your younger brother 

also. And how old is your younger brother? 

59 D: [Ateso] 

60 B: [Ateso] 

61 D: 21 

62 Emma: [Ateso] 

63 B: [Ateso] 

64 D: Oh thirteen years, the younger brother is thirteen years.  

65 R: And he is 21. 

66 D: 21. 

67 R: And so your younger brother, did he go to school, or is he currently in school? 

68 D: [Ateso] 

69 B: [Ateso] 
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70 D: He's in primary five. One school down there we passed. 

71 Emma: I will show you when we go to the other side. 

72 R: Are you paying for the school fees there? Or do you have to raise money for his education? 

73 D: [Ateso] 

74 B: [Ateso] 

75 D: What they plant and harvest those are the things actually he sells to get him some money.  

76 R: To pay for his brother's education? 

77 D: Ya. Majorly that. For his education. 

78 R: You dropped out of the project, unfortunately. But do you have any plans for the future. Did 

you make any plans how you want to go about finding a job in future? 

79 D: [Ateso] 

80 B: [Ateso] 

81 D: His major objective is agriculture. Since the year has started, though the season cannot fail 

because of the hot the temperatures. But his major objective is agriculture now he can't get a 

job. 

82 R: Ok so you focus on agriculture. And if you think back to when you were younger, like when 

you were a child, do you still remember what goals and dreams you had for your future? 

83 D: [Ateso] 

84 B: [Ateso] 

85 D: He wanted to be a mason.  

86 R: So this project would have actually given you the opportunity to become a mason. 

87 D: [Ateso] 

88 B: [Ateso] 

89 D: He can still be a mason. 

90 R: How would you go about that? What would be the steps you need to take to become a 

mason? 

91 D: [Ateso] 

92 B: [Ateso] 

93 D: In general through agriculture. He will sell stuff and the output of the produce, he sells the 

produce, gets money, goes back to school. So that he achieves the dream.  

94 R: Ok so would you say that major difficulty or the major challenge for you is that you cannot 

raise the tuition fees to go to the school? 

95 D: [Ateso] 

96 B: [Ateso] 

97 D: Majorly keeping the brother who is young, and also grazing his animals. That's the major 

problem that he got why actually cannot continue also. 

98 R: Mhm that is the major reason why he cannot continue with his studies. 

99 R: So what would you say how important in general is education? And also more specifically 

the program, this vocational training? How important is it for you, for your life? 

100 D: [Ateso] 

101 B: [Ateso] 

102 D: It is generally good. It has given him the skills on how to earn money. The only problem is 

what? Keeping the child and grazing, so it limited him. But he has actually gotten the skills, and 

he still appreciates his brother (Emma) for taking him for that education. Just that. He has 

gotten the skills and he really appreciates. Only that he has not completed. But he foresees that 

through agriculture, he will sell off the produce, gets money to go and complete. But it means 

he's going to start a fresh. Not to continue from where he stopped. Like university you retake, 

you repeat the paper. So that's what he has told me. 

103 R: Yes.  

104 If you would have the chance or the power to change something in Uganda, to change the 

opportunities of some people. What would you change or what would you like to improve? 
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105 D: [Ateso] 

106 B: [Ateso] 

107 D: He says helping all people who are vulnerable, who cannot support themselves. That's the 

major thing he has given. He'll actually push his help to all those who cannot make it to school. 

Just that. 

108 R: Ok very nice. Now my last question. What do you think how important is your past, and how 

you grew up, the environment in which you grew op for shaping your life in general? How 

important is ... [to D] you understand the question I think? 

109 D: Ya I understand. [Ateso] 

110 B: [Ateso] 

111 R: It's ok you can just translate. 

112 Emma: The question is hard for him. 

113 R: Ya I figured, it's no problem. What did he say? 

114 D: He has said he would actually get community, convergence in communities to remove 

people who actually bring in chaos in the environment. So he really doesn't understand the 

question. 

115 R: No but it's interesting anyways. Who are the people who are bringing chaos in the 

community? 

116 D: [Ateso] 

117 B: [Ateso] 

118 D: Majorly he would actually emphasise visiting the local council one who is concerning the 

parish governance and also heads of the clan. 

119 R: So those people are... he means that they have to change their behaviour or they have to 

improve their work, or you have to remove them? How does he mean? 

120 D: [Ateso] 

121 B: [Ateso] 

122 D: He says it will be through guiding and counselling those people and advising them on 

income generating activities. Majorly. 

123 R: Yes that makes sense. Ok I think that is it, unless he has anything to add? 

124 D: [Ateso] 

125 B: [Ateso] 

126 Emma: [Ateso] 

127 Other people [Ateso] 

128 B: [Ateso] 

129 D: he would actually request, if there was a way they would help him go back to school. And 

secondly, when someone helped him, someone could actually [indistinct] or they could give 

him something to help another person to take care of home activities, grazing and taking care of 

the younger boy who is going to grow up. He's going to grow up. But majorly activities like 

cattle. That's what he's up to. 

130 R: So his main problem is raising the tuition fees and that he has to take care of everything here 

because there is nobody else. 

131 D: Nobody else. 

 

 

 

132 R: Ya I understand. 

133 Emma: And these are their two houses. The rest are neighbours. And everyone is concerned of 

his family. 

134 R: So the neighbour can also not help. 

135 Emma: No responsibility.  

136 R: I understand. Ok so I thank you very much. Eyalama noi. 
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Interview 6: Building Student at BUYOPA/BVC 

Note: The student had just graduated as builder and owns his Level 1 Building certificate 

now. 

1 R: You can first start by telling me how old you are. And how you grew up. About your family 

environment, maybe how many siblings you have, and where you went to school. Primary, 

secondary, how far you got there. 

2 D: [Ateso] 

3 B: [Ateso] 

4 D: He was studying in Buyopa and he actually completed very well under the guidance of 

Mister Emma. He supports from that. But now [indistinct] which level he used to go, possibly? 

5 R: Ya and could you ask how old he his? And where he went to primary school and how far he 

got. 

6 D: [Ateso] 

7 B: [Ateso] Primary six. 

8 D: Ya primary six. And then [Ateso] 

9 B: [Ateso] 

10 D: He's twenty years old. 

11 R: Ah very young. 

12 R: So you went up until primary six, why did you not go further with that education? What was 

the reason? 

13 D: [Ateso] 

14 B: [Ateso] 

15 D: Oh there was no other way of income. He could not continue to secondary school. 

16 B: [Ateso] 

17 D: No father only the mother. Who's still unable. 

18 R: She was not able to provide. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

19 D: [Ateso] 

20 B: [Ateso] 

21 D: He says there is what you call a bastard, ya? He is. And the other people the brothers and 

sisters, they produced them outside home. But for him he's the only one at home. So others, 

they're outside home. 

22 R: Ok when you say bastard, what does it mean? He is? 

23 D: He is. 

24 R: How exactly? 

25 D: [Ateso] 

26 B: [Ateso] 

27 D: He says the mother divorced with the father and now the mother had to go and get another 

man outside home. Just that. So even the father died. That's why the mother went out. 

28 R: So what was the consequence for you then of this situation? How did it influence you in 

your life? 

29 D: [Ateso] 

30 B: [Ateso] 

31 D: Life became terrible because he became the only one and even the father died he was with 

the mother so life just became hot. He couldn't go and stay with the mother to another man who 

has taken the mother. Just that. 

32 R: So he could not stay with his mother. Where did you stay then as a young boy? 

33 D: [Ateso] 

34 B: [Ateso] 

35 D: Uncle's place. 
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36 R: Uncle's place, ok. 

37 R: And after your P6 you could not go to school anymore, what did you do afterwards? 

38 D: [Ateso] 

39 B: [Ateso] 

40 D: Agriculture. Peasantry. 

41 R: Ok. And how did you get to learn about the project? 

42 D: [Ateso] 

43 B: [Ateso] 

44 D: Mister Emma called him. Telling him that they opened the school for vocation so he'd also 

come and join. Now there comes a question: Ok money from where? 

45 R: Ya. First I'd like to ask, you learned about the school there and did you decide to get into the 

building section or was there also the possibility of carpentry, for example, for you? How did 

you decide? 

46 D: [Ateso] 

47 B: [Ateso] 

48 D: He actually fancied construction because lots of contracts are common, so he said let me join 

there. 

49 R: Ok so you saw more job opportunities there for yourself. 

50 R: How did you manage to finance, or to pay the tuition fees at that time? 

51 D: [Ateso] 

52 B: [Ateso] 

53 D: All the produce of agriculture, he had to sell all for his education.  

54 R: So did you still produce at home those agricultural products while you were going to school? 

55 D: [Ateso] 

56 B: [Ateso] 

57 D: He actually sold all the produce and it was enough money for all the costs. That what he 

says. 

58 R: That is good. When we talk about your training there, how was it for you? What did you like 

especially about it? What were some challenges you were facing during that time? 

59 D: [Ateso] 

60 B: [Ateso] 

61 D: He loved that education a lot, the major problem was actually how to get money. Because he 

sold all the produce he had. 

62 R: So how did you then manage your daily life? You have to eat, you have to sustain yourself 

somehow. How did you do that? 

63 D: [Ateso] 

64 B: [Ateso] 

65 D: Oh it was a lot of starvation. Because he has to wait. He goes to school in the morning, he 

has to have a meal at night, supper only. 

66 R: So you only had supper the whole day? You did not have breakfast? 

67 D: [Ateso] 

68 B: [Ateso] 

69 D: It was only one meal in the day. 

70 R: Ok only, supper. That must have been very tough. During the training you have to think a 

lot, you have to work physically, that must have been very exhausting for you. 

71 D: That is really so. [Ateso] 

72 B: [Ateso] 

73 D: He got used to it, to a meal in a day. This man is a real Ugandan. 

74 R: For how long were you in the training? How long did it take until you finished? 

75 D: [Ateso] 

76 B: [Ateso] 
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77 D: One year. 

78 R: And then you got a certificate, right? 

79 Emma: No, not yet. [Indistinct] They've just sent them home. 

80 R: Ah but they're going to get it soon.  

81 R: So you just recently finished. 

82 D: Yes he's just finished.  

83 R: I understand. 

84 Emma: He's in the first load in that project. 

85 R: Now that you are going to get that certificate, what are your next plans, what are the next 

steps? 

86 D: [Ateso] 

87 B: [Ateso] 

88 D: He's going to be guaranteed of jobs, and he's going to go back to school. As he gets a job 

after getting that certificate, he'll get a job and he'll go back to school. 

89 R: Ok. So when you earn money you want to go back to school, what kind of school do you 

have in mind? Is it also another vocational training for upgrading, or which kind of school do 

you want to go to? 

90 D: [Ateso] 

91 B: [Ateso] 

92 D: Same course but upgrading. 

93 R: So you said you're going to find jobs for sure, it's a save thing that you can find jobs with 

this certificate you got. Would you say that this training is in general useful because it 

guarantees you jobs afterwards? 

94 D: [Ateso] 

95 B: [Ateso] 

96 D: Jobs will be got it's a sure case. With this paper. 

97 R: And what do you think, how is the payment in this sector? Do you think you will be able to 

safe enough money to continue with your education? 

98 D: [Ateso] 

99 B: [Ateso] 

100 D: He says it will not even be really, enough because he has still got issues at home.  

101 R: What kind of issues are those? Do you have to take care of other people in your family? 

102 D: [Ateso] 

103 B: [Ateso] 

104 D: Oh the major issue is, he has a family. So his wife is the priority, so daily he has to be near 

her. So it is a challenge. 

105 R: Does he also have children? 

106 D: [Ateso] 

107 B: [Ateso] 

108 D: She's just pregnant. 

109 R: Oh, congratulations. So your wife, does she have a job or some kind of education? 

110 D: [Ateso] 

111 B: [Ateso] 

112 D: She was also at school, and she also finished the same course but she was under tailoring.  

113 R: Oh tailoring! And did she find a job afterwards? Or is it that because she got pregnant she 

was not abel to work yet. 

114 D: [Ateso] 

115 B: [Ateso] 

116 D: She got pregnant and the issue is she has also not got a tailoring machine.  

117 R: What would you say, how important is this training you've received for you and your life, 

also for the future? 
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118 D: [Ateso] 

119 B: [Ateso] 

120 D: Contracts still come around and all these are there. But in the future, projects and contracts 

will be very many, so he's actually going to be a lucky man.  

121 R: So this was a very important step for you to take, also for your future. 

122 D: [Ateso] 

123 B: [Ateso] 

124 D: It is. 

125 R: If you think about the next, let's say, the next five years. What do you think after five years 

where are you going to be, you and your family? 

126 D: [Ateso] 

127 B: [Ateso] 

128 D: Currently the state is not so good, actually, it's not good. And even after five years he doesn't 

see any change that will be so much. 

129 R: Ok so what are the major challenges you are facing at the moment? 

130 D: [Ateso] 

131 B: [Ateso] 

132 D: The major challenges, as he told you before, he has produced at home, now he doesn't have 

land, no ways of getting money despite the fact that he is getting his paper, ya he gets some 

money, but little. So it's really hard. Even after five years he sees it's going to be hard. 

133 R: Ok. So what do you think, how long will it take you to safe enough money to be able to 

upgrade? To get another certificate? 

134 D: [Ateso] 

135 B: [Ateso] 

136 D: About five years. 

137 R: Is it very important for you to upgrade in order to get better jobs? And to earn more money? 

138 D: [Ateso] 

139 B: [Ateso] 

140 D: He has cursed that issue of upgrading. He's no longer going to upgrade because of his major 

issue, his wife. He actually loves her so much. He can't go back. 

141 R: Ok I understand. When you think about your past, and how you grew up, what do you think, 

how much did it influence your opportunities and the circumstances and situation you are living 

in? 

142 D: [Ateso] 

143 B: [Ateso] 

144 D: When he grew up he never thought of going to school. When he was still young he thought 

of going to school, joining those organisations - actually a school is an organisation - to be able 

to get into skills. Skill giving schools, schools which give skills, these are vocational still. And 

be able to get some little money for buying soap majorly for home use, subsistence.  

145 R: So when you think about those challenges you, and also many other people in Uganda and 

Bukedea District have, if you were in a position where you'd have the power to change 

something, what would it be? 

146 D: [Ateso] 

147 B: [Ateso] 

148 D: He has spoken of, if there was a way he was up there, he'd emphasise construction of roads, 

opening schools, and also supporting majorly the poor. That's what he has stated. 

149 R: Ok, like opening schools you mean that they are accessible for everyone then? 

150 D: [Ateso] 

151 B: [Ateso] 

152 D: Majorly for free. 

153 R: Let's hope you get in one of those positions that would be nice. Ok I think that was it, unless 
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you have anything you would like to add, anything you'd like to emphasise.  

154 D: [Ateso] 

155 B: [Ateso] 

156 D: If there was a way he could go back to school, upgrade, something on top of his certificate, 

it would be wonderful. And also issues on how he can actually manage his home, wife. And 

also construction of schools, majorly. That's what he emphasises. And roads, that's what he 

stated, roads.  

157 R: Roads. Why do you think roads are so important? 

158 D: [Ateso] 

159 B: [Ateso] 

160 D: Currently the road network is not good because of lots of potholes and narrow holes. So he 

would actually fancy the extension of the roads. And also [indistinct] of the potholes.  It would 

really make life better. 

161 R: Ya. Alright, I think that is it. Thank you so much, eyalama noi, for your time 

 

Interview 7: Tailoring Student at BUYOPA/BVC 

1 R: So maybe we can start with you telling us a bit about your family, how you grew up, where 

you went to school and how long, I think until P7 - that's what Solomon said - ? 

2 D: [Ateso] 

3 E: [Ateso] 

4 D: She says she started primary seven but she didn't do well in Social Studies, she failed that 

one so her father advised her to go for practical course that is tailoring. But in that process she 

got pregnant as well that's why she has gotten that child now. But even after she had given 

birth, she went to her man's home some place called Kobale. That's what she said. 

5 R: So after you got pregnant, your man, your husband? He lives somewhere else. You don't live 

together with him is that right? 

6 D: [Ateso] 

7 E: [Ateso] 

8 D: She says they were together in the husband's place which is her place. But it so happened 

that - it's a common phenomenon for people in Uganda to get more than one woman - the man 

brought a second wife and began mistreating her so she decided to come back home. Her 

parents' place here.  

9 R: Ok so when we talk a bit more about your family, maybe you could tell us how many 

brothers and sisters you have. What about your parents? What do they do? 

10 D: [Ateso] 

11 E: [Ateso] 

12 D: She says they are ten in number, the children. The children are ten. Seven boys and three 

girls. On top of that her father is a reverend and her mother is a peasant.  

13 R: So after your P7 you joined the tailoring training in Bukedea Town Council right? When 

was that? When did you join there?  

14 D: [Ateso] 

15 E: [Ateso] 

16 D: She just decided to join tailoring because she wanted to get some little which can help her. 

Ya some little money which can help her.  

17 (Some family member arrived and greeted us) 

18 R: Ok so you joined tailoring because it gives you some skills and enables you to earn some 

money. For how long have you been in the training in total? 

19 D: [Ateso] 

20 E: [Ateso] 

21 D: She says Bukedea training she finished one term and then there is another training of 

Kabarua, she also finished one term, but I don't know... [Ateso] Still on tailoring. And she says 
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this because the first training of Bukedea, only one term, she's changed to Kabarua and was in 

that training of Kabarua only one term but she got a child. 

22 R: Ok and why did you change from Bukedea... 

23 D: [Ateso] 

24 E: [Ateso] 

25 D: She started in Kabarua... 

26 R: Mhm And then changed to Bukedea. And why did you change to Bukedea? 

27 D: [Ateso] 

28 E: [Ateso] 

29 D: Ah she changed tailoring in Bukedea, simply because where she was, the tailoring in 

Kabarua the contract... actually it collapsed, the school collapsed. So she decided to go to 

Bukedea. 

30 R: And there you finished one term? But you're not going there anymore, or are you going to go 

back to finish it? 

31 E: [Ateso] 

32 D: She will complete. 

33 R: You will complete ok good. So during your training there, what would you say were there 

any challenges for you throughout this training, maybe the distance, maybe the tuition fees? 

34 D: [Ateso] 

35 E: [Ateso] 

36 D: [Ateso] 

37 E: [Ateso] 

38 D: She said the distance is quite long up to Bukedea, and also some little money which can 

enable her buy materials for the course. 

39 R: She does not have the money or she has? 

40 D: Limited. 

41 R: Limited. Ok so how do you usually finance your training there? Are your parents supporting 

you or do you have to work at the same time? 

42 D: [Ateso] 

43 E: [Ateso] 

44 D: The parents help. 

45 R: They help ok. After you finish this training in Bukedea, do you already have some plans for 

afterwards? What you're going to do, the next steps? 

46 D: [Ateso] 

47 E: [Ateso] 

48 D: She'll open up her own workshop. For start-up. 

49 R: Ok. What would you say for the future - if you think about this goal you have to open up a 

workshop - are there going to be some challenges for you to achieve that goal? 

50 D: [Ateso] 

51 E: [Ateso] 

52 D: The challenge is one, it's just start-up capital. Start-up capital. 

53 R: Ya so you'll probably need a place, but also a machine or do you have one already? 

54 D: [Ateso] 

55 E: [Ateso] 

56 D: She doesn't have currently. 

57 R: What do you think when you think about this education you're getting right now in this 

training, but also education in general, how important is that for you to achieve your future 

goals? 

58 D: [Ateso] 

59 E: [Ateso] 

60 D: The education is so good. It helps her to get her own knowledge which can help her get her 
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materials for her own life. 

61 R: Ok so when you think back to when you were still young, do you remember which dreams 

and goals you had, when you were really young? 

62 D: [Ateso] 

63 E: [Ateso] 

64 D: She had wanted to be a nurse. 

65 R: A nurse. So what would you say what kind of influence does the environment you're living 

in, your family background, the things that have happened to you in your past, what influence 

do these have on your future opportunities, on your future perspectives? 

66 D: [Ateso] 

67 E: [Ateso] 
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