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The Heads of Government of the Federal States adopt the following 
resolution: 

The Heads of Government of the Länder, in continuation of their 
previous decisions on development cooperation, reaffirm that the 
Länder will continue to make their contribution to addressing deve-
lopment challenges in the context of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) until 2030. 

They agree to proceed with the development cooperation of the 
federal states on the basis of the position paper „Contribution of the 
German Federal States to Sustainable Global Development“ and to 
strengthen cooperation with the federal government.

Annex

CONTRIBUTION OF THE GERMAN STATES TO SUSTAINABLE GLOBAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

I. Tasks of the German States 

In times of a changing world order and global challenges, it is ne-
cessary for the federal states, too, to clearly define their position in 
order to provide future generations with a just future worth living. 
All political levels as well as society are called upon to implement 
the 2030 Agenda in their areas of responsibility. 

The countries are convinced that the obstacles to sustainable 
development in many parts of the world can be overcome in a joint 
effort. These are, in particular: 

The Corona pandemic threatens the health of the world‘s popu-
lation. It exacerbates existing health risks in the global South and 
endangers the economic as well as the social basis of vulnerable 
population groups in particular. 

Protectionism, trade conflicts and disadvantageous trade conditions 
for countries of the Global South endanger their economic and social 
development and thus, in the long term, our livelihoods. 

Social inequalities, including gender inequalities, are increasing. 

Climate change, overexploitation of natural resources and progressi-
ve loss of biodiversity threaten natural livelihoods. 

Continued population growth in some regions of the world poses a 
major challenge, also in terms of job creation and opportunities for 
participation.

These developments also lead to violent conflicts, human rights 
violations, humanitarian emergencies and refugee movements within 
states and across borders. The greatest possible joint efforts of all 
social actors worldwide are needed to overcome the global challen-
ges. 

The countries therefore reaffirm their will to make effective con-
tributions to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda through their 
multifaceted development policy engagement, within the scope of 
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their competencies and political options. 

The countries have specific experience and competencies to make 
a sustainable development policy contribution to more resilient 
societies in the global South. It is therefore important to adopt 
partnership-based approaches that allow countries to generate suf-
ficient sustainable revenues of their own, independently of financial 
contributions. 

II. Core competencies and fields of action for the development-poli-
cy commitment of the federal states 

Against this background, the countries concentrate on the following 
core competencies and fields of action in accordance with their 
respective development policy preferences and their personnel and 
budgetary capacities. 

1. Climate Protection, Adaptation to Climate Change and Protection 
of Natural Resources 

The countries are committed to climate protection in accordance 
with the Paris Climate Agreement. 

Energy efficiency, the use of renewable energy, and sustainable land 
management measures are key development policy issues that can 
help limit climate change and adapt to climate change impacts. 
Through technology and knowledge transfer as well as research co-
operation, countries can also promote sustainable energy supply, the 
careful use of resources and environmental protection and nature 
conservation in the countries of the global South. 

2 Global Health Policy

The Corona pandemic has clearly demonstrated the vulnerability 
of humanity. For people in the global South in particular, Corona is 
another health threat, in addition to the often-neglected tropical 
diseases and health hazards from lack of food and water. 

The international cooperation and the very rapid successes in 
vaccine development, which have impressively demonstrated the 
capabilities of pharmaceutical science and industry, are encouraging. 
The goal must be equitable distribution of vaccines worldwide. 

The countries reaffirm the „One Health Approach“ supported by the 
G20 heads of state and government under the German presidency as 
a suitable way, for example, to combat zoonoses and prevent anti-
biotic resistance. They welcome the German government‘s capacity-
building efforts and express the countries‘ willingness to cooperate. 

At the same time, the countries see that, in line with the SDGs, 
increasing resilience, providing basic health services, and immuni-
zation are the most important for improving the health situation of 
people in the countries of the global South. 

3 Sustainable Economic Development 

Globalization needs to be embedded in close and fair economic de-
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velopment. This requires a strengthening of multilateral cooperati-
on. Very central in this context are sustainability and the protection 
of human and labor rights at all stages of global value chains.

Despite the expected transformation costs, a transformation toward 
a sustainable economy offers considerable economic opportunities 
for both the German countries and the countries of the global South. 

This includes coordinating foreign trade promotion and development 
cooperation as well as efforts to align economic promotion more 
closely with global sustainability criteria. In this way, small and 
medium-sized enterprises in particular can be persuaded to become 
involved in the global South.

Digitization can offer great potential for the labor market and also 
the employment market in the global South if workers are approp-
riately qualified. The private sector is an important partner for deve-
lopment policy when it comes to using digital technologies in a way 
that takes account of sustainability goals and creates new jobs. 

At the same time, the countries of the Global South must also be 
supported in preparing for the fundamental upheavals for employ-
ment in the course of digital transformation processes. 

4. Fair Trade and Sustainable Procurement 

The countries support the diverse activities of civil society, business 
and municipal initiatives to promote fair trade. In the context of pu-
blic procurement policy, the federal states are committed to taking 
social, ecological and human rights criteria into account, regularly 
exchange information on this and will base their own procurement 
practices on this. 

5. Scientific and Technological Cooperation 

The countries see international cooperation between universities 
and partners in the countries of the global South as an important 
instrument of development policy. To this end, the universities not 
only provide study and research places for international students, 
researchers and teachers, but also promote their international 
exchange. The countries support the establishment and expansion of 
scientific structures in their partner countries and regions. Coope-
ration with the countries of the global South should also serve to 
mutually strengthen promising and sustainable innovations. 

6. Democracy, Rule of Law and Good Governance 

A strong civil society, democratic structures, good governance and an 
established rule of law at all levels are indispensable for sustainable 
development. Independent, regional and local self-government can 
offer a contribution to supporting the rule of law. The countries 
support the efforts for good governance in the partner countries and 
regions with their experience. In this context, the legal and practical 
equality of all social groups must be promoted. 

Because of their position in the German federal system, the states 
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have special expertise in supporting their partners in establishing 
local and regional administrative structures and in making an active 
contribution to capacity building. Many countries of the global South 
face considerable challenges in local services of general interest. 
The know-how of the federal states and municipalities can help 
them learn from each other and develop sustainable solutions. The 
federal states will encourage the local authorities here to participa-
te and support them in this together with the federal government. 

It is particularly important for the countries of the global South 
to set up their national budgets sustainably and independently of 
external financial support. This also includes effective taxation. The 
states in particular can offer valuable support with their expertise in 
this area.

7. Art and Culture 

Intercultural exchange promotes peaceful and democratic de-
velopment and contributes to international conflict prevention. 
Intercultural dialogue and the consideration of art and culture are 
an important concern of development cooperation. The countries at-
tach great importance to the responsible handling of cultural assets 
from colonial contexts. They intend to intensify cooperation with the 
federal government on this issue. 

8. Partnerships 

An important concern of the Länder is to initiate, coordinate and 
support partnerships at various levels. The partnership activities 
with states, regions and provinces in the global south must be 
further consolidated and expanded. Municipalities play an impor-
tant role in this process. Both sides benefit from mutual learning 
in overcoming common global challenges and from the exchange 
of experience. The civic engagement, expertise of civil society and 
migrant communities are of great value here. 

9. Migration and Development 

A climate of appreciation and respect is the basis for cooperation in 
partnership. The countries advocate a differentiated understanding 
of migration and reject exclusion and racism as well as xenophobia. 
Migrant organizations can make valuable contributions to develop-
ment education and development cooperation through participation 
and strengthening of civic engagement. 

10. Development Policy Information and Education Work 

Within the framework of education for sustainable development, 
global learning is seen as an educational response to the challenges 
posed by the increasing globalization of all life processes. 

A jointly supported and broadly based development information 
and education work in the school and extracurricular sector as well 
as in the sector of vocational and individual training and further 
education is therefore of great importance. In the context of the 
National Action Plan on Education for Sustainable Development and 
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the adoption of the „Orientation Framework for Global Development 
Education,“ the German states have made a major contribution to 
the development of education for sustainable development.

The states have taken joint steps with the federal government 
within the framework of the National Action Plan on Education for 
Sustainable Development and the adoption of the Orientation Frame-
work for Global Development Education, as well as the One World 
Promoter Program. These approaches have high priority and will be 
continued. The commitment of civil society, development partner-
ships and a wide range of extracurricular educational opportunities 
in this area are also appreciated by the states. In particular, new 
target groups with little interest in development policy are to be 
reached. 

III Development Policy as a Shared Responsibility

The diverse contributions of the Länder are an important part of 
German development policy and indispensable for achieving the 
goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

In this context, the Länder formulate goals and measures, for 
example in their sustainability strategies or development policy 
guidelines. They are aware of the importance of a coherent policy 
oriented toward the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and of their role as role models. 

The federal states welcome greater involvement of municipalities, 
civil society, science and business in development cooperation and 
support them within their means. Likewise, the states welcome 
the good cooperation with the federal government, which can be 
further expanded. The states offer their cooperation to the federal 
government in implementing the SDGs, especially in the context of 
information and education work. 

Proven regional and supraregional structures in the field of deve-
lopment education work and in the further training of experts and 
managers in Germany are of great importance to the states. 

Through joint development policy efforts by the federal, state and 
local governments, Germany can succeed in assuming responsibility 
for global sustainability and make an effective contribution to sustai-
nable development in the countries of the global South.
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PREPARATION OF THE MEETING OF THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR 
WITH THE HEADS OF THE FEDERAL STATES

PARTNERSHIPS OF THE GERMAN FEDERAL STATES AND OF THE 
MUNICIPALITIES WITH AFRICA

The heads of the Federal States recommend the following resolution 
to the Federal Chancellor:

1. The heads of the Federal States welcome the impetus of the Fe-
deral Government for a strengthened partnership with Africa. They 
agree that there is a need for a large-scale discussion process about 
how Africa and Europe can develop new dimensions of cooperation, 
in light of the new and common challenges faced by both of them. 

2. The Federal States agree upon continuing their manifold commit-
ment for sustainable development in Africa, especially in terms of 
partnerships of the Federal States and of municipal partnerships. 
The present instruments as well as existing and planned cooperation 
projects shall be developed further in exchange and coordination 
with the Federal Government. 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 01.06.2017
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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN 2016

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States take note of the 
submitted report on the Federal States’ contribution to the Progress 
Report 2016 and kindly ask the Conference-Presidency to convey it 
to the Federal Government. 

The Federal States agree upon reasonably taking into consideration 
all three dimensions of sustainability (environmental, social and 
economic) in their future contributions. 

Contribution of the Federal States to the implementation of the 
guiding principle of Sustainable Development and of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals

1. SHARED RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FEDERAL STATES

The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by 
the United Nations’ General Assembly in September 2015 gave the 
sustainability policy new momentum und new impulses on the glo-
bal, but also national and subnational level. The 2030 Agenda further 
develops the guiding principle of sustainable development, which 
was adopted during the World Summit in Rio in 1992 and which is 
also acknowledged and implemented on the German Federal States’ 
level.

In the resolution of the Minister Presidents of the German Federal 
States of June 12th, 2014 and of the Bundesrat of February 6th, 2015 
(Drucksache 622/14), the German Federal States have determined 
that the progress achieved through the 2030 Agenda towards global 
sustainable development  goals also involves a paradigm shift to a 
far reaching transformation of the economy and society in both Glo-
bal North and South with the goal of assuming common responsibility 
for a sustainable and just world.

Thus, the German Federal States explicitly welcome the fact that 
the United Nations has established an ambitious sustainability 
framework through the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and especially 
of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The German Fe-
deral States are convinced that a successful implementation of the 
2030 Agenda requires coordinated, common actions of the Federal 
Government and the Federal States as well as cooperation with the 
municipalities, civil society, economic players and churches. Many of 
the SDGs touch on jurisdiction aspects of the German Federal States. 
Thus, Germany can only successfully exercise its international res-
ponsibility for a worldwide sustainable development by implemen-
ting the 2030 Agenda in joint efforts with of the Federal Government 
and the Federal States.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 17.03.2016



The German Federal States have already made important contribu-
tions to the sustainability process and to the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals in the past. They are willing to continue 
this process concerning the implementation of the SDGs in Germany 
and in the international context.

Thereby, they identify the following topics as central action fields: 
inequality in and between countries; sustainable cultivation and 
efficient use of natural resources;  increasing the proportion of 
renewable energies and significantly enhancing the energy use 
efficiency as well as strengthening the resilience and adaptability 
against climate-induced hazards. The German Federal States are 
aware of their international responsibility. They take a stand for a 
global responsible use of available natural resources, for sustainable 
production and consumption patterns that comply with global social 
standards.

All Federal States have already taken substantial action to promote 
a sustainable development through laws, strategies, aid programs as 
well as communication and participation activities on important sus-
tainability topics such as climate protection and climate adaptabili-
ty, renewable energies, biodiversity, resources protection, education 
and science, sustainable consumption, nutrition and mobility, social 
cohesion and social changes. So far, two-thirds of the Federal States 
have adopted sustainability strategies.

Over the past four years since the last contribution of the German 
Federal States to the progress report on the Federal Sustainability 
Strategy, new developments have taken place in many of the Federal 
States. Those developments are partly based on the impulses of 
the Rio+20-Conference in 2012. So far, some Federal States have 
seized on the SDGs and their implementation in their sustainability 
strategies1.  

The sustainability strategies of the Federal States and similar 
strategic documents cover a wide spectrum of issues (similar to the 
Federal Sustainability Strategy), but are partially more focused the-
matically. The spectrum of instruments used for the implementation 
of the strategies varies (sustainability checks, interdepartmental 
coordination, dialogues with stakeholders, advisory committees). 
Some strategies are strongly guided by the Federal Strategy; other 
Federal States have developed separate instruments (for example 
through sustainability conferences bringing together governmental 

1 For example: the new sustainability strategies of Baden-Württemberg (2012) and 
Bavaria (2013); the strategic reorientation of the Hesse’s sustainability strategy as well 
as the redraft or update of the strategies of Saxony (2013), Brandenburg (2014) and 
Rhineland-Palatinate (2015). Further Federal States have released sustainability progress 
and indicators reports (Thuringia – 2012; Berlin – 2014; Hesse – since 2009; Saxony-Anhalt – 
2015). North-Rhine-Westphalia has presented a preliminary sustainability strategy which is 
supposed to be adopted subsequent to a consultation round in early 2016. This is the second 
sustainability strategy which picks up on the SDGs after the one in Rhineland-Palatinate. 
At the moment, Berlin is working on its sustainability profile which will be released in early 
2016 and will pursue a methodological way based the Berlin Strategy / Berlin City Develop-
ment Concept 2030 adopted by the Senate in 2014.
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representatives and stakeholders or youth participation formats). 
The cooperation with the municipalities and the civil society plays 
an important part in the view of the Federal States. Some States 
have established special cooperation forms with economic players. 
The topic of awareness-raising among the population is a special fo-
cus area in some of the sustainability strategies of the Federal States 
(for example the Sustainability Week or the Day of Sustainability).

2. SELECTED THEMATIC FOCUS TOPICS OF BUND-FEDERAL STATES 
COOPERATION

a) Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

Building on previous experiences and existing structures of the 
implementation of the UN-Decade “Education for Sustainable Deve-
lopment” (2005-2014), the German Federal States express their wish 
to consolidate their efforts on the basis of the current World Action 
Program “Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)” (2015-
2020). ESD deals with global interconnections and challenges and 
with the related environmental, economic and social consequences. 
ESD contributes to raising awareness on sustainable lifestyles among 
the population. This makes ESD a central instrument to pave the 
way towards sustainable development, next to political agreements, 
financial incentives as well as technological solutions. Some of the 
Federal States have developed their own ESD-strategies and measu-
res to implement the ESD-World Action Program.

Pursuant to the World Action Program’s priority action fields, the 
German Federal States will focus in the future on promoting the ho-
listic transformation of learning and teaching environments as well 
as developing competencies among teachers and promoters on all 
educational levels from early childhood, school, vocational training 
up to university-level. The strengthening and mobilization of youth 
towards creating own possibilities of participation and of responsibi-
lity taking also play an important part. In addition, political support 
and the promotion of civic engagement and of participatory as well 
as cooperative processes remain central elements.

The German Federal States support the Bund in implementing the 
ESD-World Action Program and in developing a National Action Plan 
for ESD through their contributions in the National Platform, the 
thematic forums and partner networks. Due to the high relevancy 
of formal education for ESD, the German Federal States underline 
the necessity of additional political exchange between them and 
the Bund in order to formulate and implement the National Action 
Plan with equal consideration given to formal and informal fields of 
education. 

11



b) Sustainable Public Procurement

The sustainable public procurement has been an important focus 
point of the Bund-Federal States’ cooperation in sustainability mat-
ters over the past years. Many Federal States have worked together 
with the Bund on the “Alliance for Sustainable Procurement”, initia-
ted by the federal government. The Alliance made joint conclusions 
to important topics possible, for example the procurement of public 
transportation means and of electro mobiles as well as the intro-
duction of sustainable construction standards. Still not satisfactory 
is the data basis on sustainable procurement which would otherwise 
allow a strategic steering of procurement proceedings. The ongoing 
amendment (2015/2016) of the federal public procurement law will 
enable taking account of environmental and social aspects in all 
phases of procurement proceedings and, for example, make it easier 
to take environmental and Fair Trade labels into consideration.

All these sustainability aspects operate only as “can”-regulations 
(optional regulations) on the federal level and therefore allow public 
contractors the freedom to take them into account in the suitab-
le phases of procurement proceedings. Some Federal States have 
partially established further-reaching laws and regulations on public 
procurement. The Federal States expect that the Bund establishes a 
positive framework to ensure the continuation of sustainable procu-
rement practices in the future.

c) Sustainability indicators

The topic of sustainability indicators has also been a topic in focus 
in the sustainability cooperation between the Bund and the Federal 
States over the past years. Many of the sustainability strategies and 
/ or reports of the Federal States include indicator catalogues. Those 
catalogues are on the one hand inspired by the Federal Sustainability 
Strategy, yet often also contain additional priorities, specific to the 
respective Federal State. The work on a joint catalogue of sustaina-
bility indicators of the Federal States was continued in the reporting 
timeframe under the surveillance of the Heads of the Chancellery’s 
Conference and of the Heads of the Federal States’ Chancelleries.

Some strategies of the Federal States also include concrete, quanti-
fied and scheduled targets which can be determined and measured 
by using these indicators. Considering the challenge that progress 
reporting on the implementation of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and of the associated sub-goals and indicators will 
pose, enhanced efforts by the Bund and the Federal States will be 
required to ensure a high compatibility of the indicator systems. The 
Federal States therefore expect, in line with the vertical integration 
principle, that the Bund will enable an intensive coordination to 
ensure that indicator calculations on the federal level are also repre-
sentable, where appropriate, on the Federal States’ level and opti-
mally on the municipality level. If target and indicator systems are 
compatible and therefore developments on the federal and Federal 
States’ level comparable, the complementarity of the activities of 
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the Bund and the Federal States will improve along with the chances 
to achieve the SDGs. This would possibly require a political priori-
tization, which would still not imply that Germany will not comply 
with its comprehensive reporting obligations on the 2030 Agenda. 
Besides this strategic task, a further joint function of the Bund and 
the Federal States is the communication work on the SDGs and on 
the measures and instruments to achieve them. For the purpose 
of communication work it possibly might be important to bold and 
simple highlight selected indicators. Also, composite indicators such 
as the Prosperity Index might play an important part.

3. FUTURE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE BUND AND THE FEDERAL 
STATES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The reliable cooperation within the framework of exchange of 
experiences between the Bund and the Federal States under the 
chairmanship of the Federal Chancellery Department and that of the 
Conference of the Minister Presidents should be further pursued in 
the future. The involvement of the State/Senate Chancelleries of 
the Federal States and of the Federal Chancellery Department as 
well as of relevant federal and Federal States’ ministries can guaran-
tee that the sustainability process and the 2030 Agenda is addressed 
in a thematically comprehensive manner. This exchange on the 
working level can when necessary, as suggested by the Bundesrat, 
be complemented by an exchange on the political level between the 
State Secretaries’ Committees on sustainable development or within 
the framework of relevant ministries.

For the implementation of the SDGs on the European level, a new 
strategic framework for sustainable development is advisable. A 
consistent and politically visible implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
on the European level, for example through a new EU-Sustainability 
Strategy or an effective embedding of the SDGs within the new “Eu-
rope 2030-Strategy”, could substantially advance Germany’s efforts, 
especially on the implementation of the European structural and 
investment policies.

The Federal States will therefore promote, together with the Bund, 
the realization of such a strategic framework on sustainable deve-
lopment on the EU-level. 

13



RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 12.06.2014

The contribution of the German Federal States to the post-2015 
sustainable development agenda

1. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States of Germany welcome 
the comprehensive process initiated by the United Nations towards 
working on a new sustainable development agenda for the time after 
2015. This agenda will merge the expiring Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and the discussion on the further stage post-MDGs as 
well as the current work within the Rio Conference of June 2012 
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Besides the existing 
core themes, global sustainable goals will in the future also include 
social, environmental and economic aspects of sustainability. This 
development represents a paradigm shift towards an extensive trans-
formation of the economy and the society both in the global North 
and South, in order to jointly take responsibility for a sustainable, 
fair future. 

2. Through the Post-2015 agenda the role of the Federal States in 
the field of development policy - according to the core competencies 
and fields of action adopted in 2008 - wins further importance. The 
development policy of the Federal States as well as the cooperation 
between the Federal States, the Federal Government and further 
actors will be facing new challenges in the next years, such as:

• The new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) increase the 
demand for coherency in the policies of the Federal States, in order 
to achieve these goals on the Federal States level.

• Sustainable behavior patters in Germany, such as consumption, 
energy expenditure, mobility, diet, health and economic conduct 
will become increasingly important.

• Education for Sustainable Development and Global Learning will 
become important topics in both school and extra-school education. 

In order to implement these goals in Germany it is necessary to co-
ordinate the common policy areas both between the Federal Govern-
ment and the Federal States in the established education focus areas 
(e.g. Human Capacity Building) or the development partnerships of 
the Federal States as well as between municipalities, the civil socie-
ty, the economy and the church.

3. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States reinforce their 
willingness to contribute to the achievement of the common global 
development goals within the frame of their possibilities by taking 
appropriate measures. The cooperation between the 16 Federal Sta-
tes as well as between the Federal States and the Federal Govern-
ment has proven effective in joint programs. This cooperation will 
remain important in the work to achieve the new global SDGs. 

4. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States deem local, regio-
nal, national as well as international cooperations on all levels as im-
portant components for the advancement of the SDGs. They require 
from the other conferences of the ministries that these cooperations 
be supported within their jurisdiction. 
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The heads of the state governments of Germany hereby agree that 
their cooperation in the area of development policy will be based 
on the report „Ensuring sustainability – development policy as a 
common responsibility of the Federal Government, the Federal 
States and the municipalities“. In so doing, they expect the Federal 
Government to co-operate with and support them. 

Ensuring sustainability - development policy as a common responsibi-
lity of the Federal Government, the Federal States and the munici-
palities

I. Global challenges and the role of the Federal States 

The fight against starvation and poverty, climate change as well as 
global increase in migration pose new challenges for development 
policy. In order to cope with economic, environmental and political 
upheavals worldwide, not only nation states and international insti-
tutions but also the Federal States need to expend more effort.

Recalling the Millennium Development Goals (2000) and the Paris 
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (2005), the Federal States decide to 
use their specific competencies in addition to the activities underta-
ken by national and international actors in development processes, 
without wishing to compete with these actors as donors. The main 
task of the Federal States is therefore to support, define the para-
meters for and co-ordinate development partnerships.  Partnership 
activities of the Federal States and municipalities with cities, local 
areas, bigger regions and other countries of the group of developing 
and emerging countries should be hereby expanded.

Through their multifaceted commitment to global sustainable 
development the Federal States recognize their common respon-
sibility and simultaneously contribute to securing their own social 
and economical sustainability.  In light of the increased importance 
of knowledge, innovations and intercultural competences for the 
competitiveness of Germany as an attractive location and with 
regard to the huge growth potential of many developing countries, 
development aid will have a positive influence on the Federal States 
themselves.

II. Core competencies and fields of action for the activities of the 
Federal States 

Stressing the background described above and regarding their pre-
ferences in development policy, their personnel capacities and their 
budgets, the Federal States agree to concentrate on the following 
core competencies and fields of action: 

1. Climate protection and energy

Climate protection, energy efficiency and the use of renewable 
energies have become key issues of development policy. Thanks to 
their wide range of experiences and their proximity to economic 
actors in this field the Federal States are predestined to make a 
contribution in tackling the challenges of climate change.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES - 22-24.10.2008

15
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2. Food security and rural areas

The Millennium Development Goal of reducing the percentage of 
starving people in the world by 50 percent by the year 2015 is at 
risk. In the spheres of consultation, education and science, the 
Federal States are able to offer a variety of proposals on how to 
improve the agricultural productivity as well as the standard of living 
in rural areas of developing countries.

3. Migration and development

The interface of development policy, migration and integration 
offers new tasks and opportunities for the Federal States. Collabo-
ration with the Diaspora can reveal new opportunities for economic 
and cultural cooperation with developing countries and is a way of 
strengthening the competence of migrants as bridge-builders to their 
home countries. 

4. Scientific-technological cooperation 

The Federal States have decided to intensify the use of scientific 
knowledge and the competences of institutions of higher education 
for development cooperation and make their institutions of higher 
education more attractive for foreign students and scientists. In 
this way, they shall contribute to the improvement of international 
education and scientific-technological cooperation.

5. Sustainable economic development

Sustainable economic development is an important premise for the 
fight against poverty and for tackling climate change. The develop-
ment cooperation we do today is the foreign trade of tomorrow. The 
Federal States plan to better combine foreign trade and develop-
ment cooperation and use their economic support more directly for 
small and medium-sized enterprises in developing countries.

6. Good Governance and decentralisation 

Thanks to their experiences and competencies in the federal system, 
the Federal States are able to support developing countries in terms 
of Good Governance and the creation of decentralised administrati-
ve structures. They are also able to make an active contribution to 
capacity building. 

7. Culture and Development

Cultural exchange promotes international understanding and con-
tributes to international conflict prevention. Hence, intercultural 
dialogue and the consideration of cultural aspects in development 
cooperation are becoming increasingly important, especially con-
sidering the UNESCO Convention for Cultural Diversity (2005). The 
Federal States, in cooperation with the Federal Government, aim to 
increase the cultural cooperation with developing countries. 

8. Development Policy: Information and Education Work 

It remains the important task of the Federal States to encourage 



the information and education work on development policy and the 
social engagement in this field. At the same time, the Federal States 
welcome the involvement of the Federal Government in this area.

It is of great importance that the information and education work 
on development policy be well supported and far-reaching in both 
curricular and extracurricular domains. It must be linked with the 
efforts of the countries to implement the UN-Decade of “Education 
for Sustainable Development” as well as with the new “Orientation 
Framework for the Learning Area of Global Development” (Orientie-
rungsrahmen für den Lernbereich globale Entwicklung). 

III. Collective Responsibility for Development Policy

The efforts of the Federal States, in their substance and variety, are 
indispensable for the development policy. At the same time, they 
open new perspectives for more involvement of all parties. The 
Federal States are willing to continue taking responsibility for the 
development policy and to play an active role in this political field.

The Federal States consider the municipalities’ contribution to the 
partnership with developing countries to be very important. This 
is especially true for the information and education work, for the 
cooperation with migrants from developing countries, for Good 
Governance and decentralisation as well as for capacity-building for 
administrative structures at a municipal level.

The Federal States expect cooperation and support from the German 
Federal Government. In particular, this includes:

› In areas where the Federal States are especially committed with 
regard to certain target countries or issues, or where they have a 
particularly high level of expertise, the Federal Government should 
involve the Federal States more in the bilateral and international 
development cooperation (Dialogue with third countries; teams for 
special topics; cooperation with the German Centre for International 
Migration and Development (CIM), the German Development Service 
(DED), German Society for Technical Cooperation (Deutsche Gesell-
schaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit - GTZ), InWEnt (Capacity 
Building International), the German Reconstruction Loan Corporation 
(KfW) etc.).

› Regional and national structures in the area of development policy 
and education work, in addition to the area of educational training 
for qualified workers and executive managers in Germany, are of 
great importance for the Federal States. These structures must 
remain in place and be strengthened. 

› Strengthening the city of Bonn as the German host city of the 
United Nations and international competence centre for develop-
ment cooperation and sustainable development can prove beneficial 
for all Federal States. In the light of this, the Federal States request 
the Federal Government to promote the settlement of further 
international organisations in Germany. Only the joint development 

17
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policy efforts of the Federal Government, the Federal States and 
the municipalities can help Germany preserve its future viability in 
global competition. 
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MEETING OF THE HEADS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT AND OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 17.06.2004 

Implementation of the commitments agreed upon in the frame-
work of the Millennium Agenda – Review Conference 2005 

1. The heads of the Federal Government and the Federal States 
note that considerable efforts and joint action are required in or-
der to implement the commitments of the Millennium Declaration 
of 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) deriving from 
the Declaration, and the Monterrey Consensus of 2002. 

2. The German Chancellor emphasised the important role of the 
Federal States for the German development policy in the fields 
of development cooperation as well as education and informa-
tion work. He welcomes the contribution of the Federal States 
to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and to reach the 
German ODA/GNI (official development assistance) ratio of 0.33% 
(of the gross national income) by 2006. 

3. The German Chancellor points out that the German Federal 
Government has increased its budget for development aid by 
about EUR 16 Mil in 2004 (about +0.4% compared to 2003), whe-
reas the national budget decreased by 1.1%. Furthermore, Ger-
many increased its ODA /GNI ratio from 0.27% in 2002 to 0.28% 
in 2003. He calls on the Federal States to make a special effort 
themselves in the area of development cooperation. 

4. The Minister Presidents of Federal States recall the Resolutions 
of 1988, 1994 and 1998 with the goal of contributing their part 
to reaching the MDG as well as the German ODA ratio - within the 
framework of their competence and possibilities. At the same 
time, they underline the fact that, given the tight fiscal situation 
in Germany as a result of the country’s economic development, 
maintaining the status quo already constitutes an ambitious goal. 



The Minister Presidents of the Federal States agree that with regard 
to development cooperation abroad and development policy in Ger-
many, more opportunities for cooperation and the division of labour 
should be achieved by means of the mutual exchange of experien-
ces and by efficiently joining forces in order to meet the increased 
demands.

They take note of the report presented on 22 June 1998 by the 
working group “Coordination and cooperation in development work 
of the Federal States in the Federal Republic of Germany”.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States appeal to the Federal 
Government to include the Federal States - with their experiences 
and resources - even more than before in the conceptual delibera-
tions with foreign partners in development cooperation (national 
strategies and sector strategies), and to promote more coherence 
between the Federal Development and Foreign Policy in order to 
ensure sustainable development.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States ask the Federal 
Government and the European Union to support the educational 
and information work for development cooperation with additional 
measures and, most importantly, to promote the projects of NGOs 
and initiatives due to their exceptional importance.

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 09.07.1998

20



21

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 01.12.1994

With their resolution of 28 October 1988, the Minister Presidents of 
the Federal States have once again emphasised their willingness to 
contribute to resolving current problems in North-South relations. At 
the same time, they confirmed the resolutions of 3-4 May 1962 and 
26-28 October 1977. They consider these resolutions to still be a sui-
table basis for the development cooperation of the Federal States.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States stress the importance 
of the process following the United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro for the Federal 
States and will strongly support it within the scope of their compe-
tences.

They regard the results of the UNCED as unequivocal support for 
their own position which is aimed at including not only the partners 
in the South in the necessary process of change, but also especially 
the people in their own countries intensively and at all levels. Wit-
hout the participation of the population and without transparency 
concerning the necessary processes of change, these aims will not be 
realized, either in the North or in the South.

The “Rio Declaration on Environment and Development” defines the 
future development goals in principles and specifies the political pri-
orities and the responsible structures in the so-called “Agenda 21”.

The joint development process that was agreed upon at the UNCED 
requires the willingness to jointly develop adapted as well as envi-
ronmentally and socially sustainable life models for future genera-
tions of humans living together on this planet. Therefore, develop-
ment cooperation has to become a cross-sectional task that aims to 
achieve coherence in the major areas of public policy.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States wish to fully support 
this innovative stimulus, thereby contributing to a sustainable, soci-
ally fair development of our One-World.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States offer their coopera-
tion in the processes following the UNCED and expect the Federal 
Government to promote the necessary implementation process after 
this conference. In addition, they expect the Federal Government 
to do everything in its power to actively include the Federal States, 
municipalities and social groups including non-governmental organi-
sations in this process, especially in Germany’s reports to the United 
Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). 
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The cooperation with the developing countries has gained increasing 
economic, social and cultural importance.

Regardless of the basic jurisdiction of the Federal Government in 
the area of development policy, the Federal States have made a sig-
nificant contribution to establishing and fostering relations with the 
developing countries through their various achievements.

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States consider the relations 
between the industrial and developing countries to be an important 
part of a policy that is aimed at international cooperation. It is in 
the interest of both parties to expand and deepen this cooperation. 
However, the policy is exposed to growing qualitative and quantita-
tive challenges. 

Despite global efforts, the situation of a large number of develo-
ping countries has deteriorated over the last years. International 
indebtedness, budget deficits, inflation, increasing poverty, further 
damages to the environment and the insufficient efficiency of state 
institutions are at the same time the causes and the effects. The gap 
between many developing countries and the industrial countries has 
increased. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States demand that 
the Federal Government and the European Community make joint 
proposals with the developing countries for a sustainable expansi-
on of their relations and create appropriate framework conditions 
for improving the economic and social development of Third World 
countries.

Within their constitutional competences and possibilities and in coor-
dination with the Federal Government, the Federal States are willing 
to contribute to solving current problems of North-South relations. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States confirm their willing-
ness to continue the cooperation with the developing countries 
based on their resolutions of 3-4 May 1962 and 26-28 October 1977. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States state that the focus 
of the development cooperation work of the Federal States should 
continue to be the promotion of: 

• Vocational education and training for skilled workers and professi-
onals both in Germany and in the respective countries; 

• Personnel aid (Knowledge transfer) 

• Implementation of projects in developing countries 

• Development education and information work

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States consider these measu-
res to be a significant contribution to the independent development 
of Third World countries and their participation in world trade. 

Considering the global economic and social changes, the Minister 
Presidents of the Federal States deem necessary to expand the 
cooperation between the Federal States and developing countries in 
the following areas:

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 28.10.1988



• Cooperation in education including vocational education 

• Scientific cooperation

• Academic research with relevance to developing countries

• Technical cooperation including development and transfer of 
appropriate technology

• Promotion of small and medium-sized businesses, craft industries, 
and cooperative associations

• Environmental protection and resource conservation

• Rural and urban development

• Performance enhancement of public services and of business 
development facilities

• Health promotion

• Cultural cooperation 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States believe that coope-
ration with developing countries is not to be borne by the Federal 
Government and the Federal States alone but also by the civil 
society. Therefore, the Federal States welcome and encourage the 
active participation of NGOs and churches in development coope-
ration work as well as the involvement of municipalities and civic 
initiatives. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States plan to promote a more 
intensive integration of development policy into education and infor-
mation work both in and outside the classroom in order to increase 
awareness and understanding of the problems in Third World coun-
tries. To date, the Federal government and the Federal States have 
informed each other about their respective development policies, 
which has proven very useful. However, with regard to the entirety 
of development policy activities of the European Communities, the 
German Federal Government and the Federal States, this communi-
cation needs amplification and improvement in terms of its content. 
The Federal States agree to expand the exchange of information 
about important projects concerning development policy. 

The Minister Presidents of the Federal States welcome the proposi-
tion of the Federal Government to establish an information system 
within the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Deve-
lopment and further express their willingness to work together on 
this system. The information system will serve as a focal point for 
development policy projects of the Federal Government and the 
Federal States.  

The Federal Government is asked to inform the Federal States in 
a timely manner on new measures and modifications that might 
concern the focus of the development policy of the Federal Govern-
ment, its institutions dealing with development work and internatio-
nal organisations.

23
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On the basis of the resolution of 3-4 May 1962, the Minister Pre-
sidents of the Federal States express their general willingness to 
continue the cooperation between the Federal Government and 
the Federal States concerning development aid. According to this 
resolution, the Federal Government is asked to inform the Federal 
States regularly about the baselines of the development policy and 
measures in the area of capital grants, aid for trade and technical 
aid. This includes questions of extraordinary political significance in 
talks between the German Chancellor and the Minister Presidents of 
the Federal States, as well as other politically significant questions 
arising in the concerned conferences of the ministers, especially du-
ring the conference of the Ministers of Economy and the conference 
of the Ministers of Finance. 

RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 26.-28.10.1977 
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RESOLUTION OF THE MINISTER PRESIDENTS 
OF THE FEDERAL STATES: 03.-04.05.1962

On 26 January 1961, the Minister Presidents of the Federal Sta-
tes acknowledged that the development policy comes within the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government. They further declared the 
willingness of the Federal States to contribute to development 
aid within the framework of their responsibilities and capabilities. 
Starting from these basic ideas, the Federal States Commission for 
Development Aid (Länderkommission für Entwicklungshilfe), appoin-
ted by the Minister Presidents of the Federal States, has discussed 
the question of the cooperation between the Federal Government 
and the Federal States and negotiated the terms with the Federal 
Government. On the strength of these discussions, the Minister Presi-
dents of the Federal States agreed to the following resolution:

1. In the opinion of the Minister Presidents of the Federal States, 
carrying out measures of development aid abroad is principally the 
responsibility of the Federal Government. In accordance with the 
Federal Government and its development policy, the Federal States 
will provide technical support in developing countries, especially 
educational and vocational aid. In any of these actions by the Fede-
ral States, the Federal Government will be the official representati-
ve agency. 

2. The Minister Presidents state that close cooperation between the 
Federal Government and the Federal States is vital to ensure the in-
volvement of the Federal States in development policy. This includes 
regular and full reports by the responsible federal offices, especially 
the Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
on the broad lines of the federal development policy and federal 
measures in areas such as capital injections and aid for trade, and 
especially in the field of educational and vocational training support.

3. General questions regarding this cooperation will be discussed in 
the Federal States Commission for Development Aid (Länderkommis-
sion für Entwicklungshilfe). For the ongoing cooperation between the 
Federal Government and the Federal States, the Minister Presidents 
of the Federal States suggest creating a Federal States Committee 
for Development Aid (Länderausschuss Entwicklungshilfe) within the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.

4. The Federal States are prepared to help establish information and 
knowledge centres about the states as well as a central institution 
for professional support and employment. The questions of location, 
areas of jurisdiction as well as organizational structures are to be 
left to the Federal States in consultation with each other as well as 
with the Federal Government. In this context, the objectives set by 
the German Foundation for International Development are generally 
welcomed.

5. The Minister Presidents of the Federal States attach special 
importance to the work in the area of educational and vocational 
training support. The Federal States will provide suitable personnel 
for these tasks. The principles outlined in the enclosure shall be 
applied individually.

25
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Appendix

Principles for the work of the Federal States in the field of educatio-
nal and vocational training support.

1) When providing personnel for development aid tasks, the fol-
lowing information shall be taken into account:

a) The Federal States are to reserve an adequate number of po-
sitions for public servants who have been temporarily transferred 
abroad in order to enable them to return to their previous positions 
upon completion of their assignments. In that respect, the Federal 
States expect that the salary of personnel sent abroad within the 
framework of federal measures will normally be paid by the German 
state for the time in question. Civil servants both on a federal and 
state level shall be treated equally. Corresponding guidelines for this 
equal treatment will have to be worked out.

b) For personnel outside the civil service, questions concerning their 
demands shall be dealt with using the same standards.

c) In order to enable the Federal States to meet with the expected 
contributions in the form of personnel in the requested time, the 
Federal Government has to inform the Federal States at the earliest 
possible stage about any planned measures and the corresponding 
staff needs.

2) The Federal States support citizens of developing countries who 
come to Germany for their vocational training. 

When choosing trainees who will be invited by the Federal States 
and whose training will be financed by them, the Federal States 
agree to work together with the Federal Government on questions of 
the sending country and training measures. So called free trainees 
(that is to say, trainees who do not come to Germany through inter-
governmental agreements) are also eligible for funding by the Fede-
ral States. The Federal Government should, however, bear the entire 
lodging, training and personal support costs for trainees it invites. In 
the future, the selection of trainees should become more demanding 
and better language training should be ensured.

3) Subsidies by the Federal States for organisations worthy of financi-
al support - because they dedicate themselves to supporting trainees 
and students in general and also because they set up contact with 
citizens from developing countries residing in Germany - shall be co-
ordinated between the Federal States.
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE GERMAN FEDERAL 
STATES TO DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION*

So
ur

ce
: 

Fe
de

ra
l M

in
is

tr
y 

fo
r 

Ec
on

om
ic

 C
oo

pe
ra

ti
on

 a
nd

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t,
 B

M
Z 

(1
8.

01
.2

02
3)

w
w

w
.b

m
z.

de
/d

e/
m

in
is

te
ri

um
/z

ah
le

n-
fa

kt
en

* 
in

 1
.0

00
 E

ur
o,

 e
xc

lu
di

ng
 s

ch
ol

ar
sh

ip
 p

ro
gr

am
m

s

**
 in

 D
M

, 
re

ca
lc

ul
at

ed
 a

nd
 r

ou
nd

ed
 in

 E
ur

os
 

Fe
de

ra
l S

ta
te

19
62

-
20

09
**

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

Ba
de

n-
W

ür
tt

em
be

rg
51

6.
22

2
5.

29
4

4.
75

5
2.

31
4

3.
45

9
2.

77
5

2.
92

1
3.

46
2

5.
53

6
4.

91
2

7.
58

8
5.

00
7  

Ba
va

ri
a

19
5.

55
3

6.
07

2
4.

55
3

4.
17

9
4.

40
9

2.
94

1
3.

10
1

5.
23

1
9.

65
2

13
.3

60
10

.0
12

14
.4

83
 

Be
rl

in
22

0.
85

0
2.

19
5

1.
97

8
1.

94
0

1.
97

3
80

4
1.

42
7

1.
83

1
77

9
87

1
75

9
1.

86
8

Br
an

de
nb

ur
g

8.
54

3
18

3
12

6
27

7
16

6
18

5
30

7
40

7
46

8
61

3
51

6
60

7 
Br

em
en

42
.8

47
88

6
82

5
87

0
76

3
62

7
47

3
69

2
61

5
55

7
36

1
75

6
H

am
bu

rg
18

9.
21

6
3.

40
8

3.
30

2
3.

54
6

3.
78

9
3.

95
2

9.
51

8
9.

58
1

9.
75

0
9.

68
5

9.
24

1 
9.

68
0

H
es

se
13

1.
42

1
4.

96
9

3.
30

4
2.

13
8

2.
17

2
2.

35
8

1.
69

7
2.

04
5

2.
92

0
2.

73
9

3.
12

5
2.

96
4 

M
ec

kl
en

bu
rg

-V
or

po
m

m
er

n
3.

58
0

55
1

41
6

43
2

52
4

26
1

63
9

31
7

70
0

62
1

66
2

58
3

Lo
w

er
-S

ax
on

y
10

8.
36

8
80

5
80

2
1.

08
6

58
0

68
9

77
1

60
0

80
1

1.
50

5
94

5
77

5
N

or
th

-R
hi

ne
-W

es
tp

ha
lia

49
7.

52
4

14
.1

02
13

.2
55

11
.7

47
10

.6
73

8.
47

8
9.

52
6

9.
13

7
10

.8
18

10
.2

98
8.

91
0 

11
.0

26
 

Rh
in

el
an

d-
Pa

la
ti

na
te

82
.1

76
3.

17
6

2.
56

0
1.

90
1

2.
78

2
1.

64
8

1.
79

4
1.

71
8

1.
54

4
1.

63
3

1.
72

1
1.

80
2 

Sa
ar

la
nd

13
.2

36
82

5
83

4
58

8
21

6
28

5
10

7
13

8
24

1
15

6
15

6
26

0
Sa

xo
ny

13
.5

29
32

7
28

9
31

2
10

4
11

3
19

5
30

1
52

3
56

5
77

4 
1.

15
3

Sa
xo

ny
-A

nh
al

t
3.

66
1

19
3

15
2

18
6

18
8

20
2

19
9

21
3

27
0

29
8

36
6

27
2

Sc
hl

es
w

ig
-H

ol
st

ei
n

28
.5

04
19

6
1.

00
2

85
1

84
7

1.
42

6
1.

12
2

98
3

1.
26

7
1.

14
5

1.
14

2 
1.

37
0

Th
ur

in
gi

a
4.

88
1

21
9

53
76

84
81

83
99

12
1

30
3

13
2

66
3

To
ta

l
2.

06
0.

11
1

43
.4

01
38

.2
04

32
.4

42
32

.7
30

26
.8

25
33

.8
81

36
.9

35
46

.0
04

49
.2

61
46

.4
12

53
.2

70



28

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG

The broad base and successful middle class of development policy 
characterize the situation in Baden-Württemberg. Traditionally, 
development cooperation in Baden-Württemberg has been charac-
terized by strong and efficient civil society, small and medium-sized 
organizations, networks and initiatives, which have had a say and a 
commitment to the state‘s development policy.

In February 2013, the state government adopted new development 
policy guidelines for Baden-Württemberg, which were developed in a 
participation process that was unique in Germany at the time. More 
than 1,500 citizens from across the state, as well as 120 organiza-
tions and associations, actively helped to shape the state‘s develop-
ment policy through the initiative Welt:Bürger gefragt! and continue 
to support it today. Even after the adoption of the development po-
licy guidelines, the development policy dialog Welt:Bürger gefragt! 
will continue. At annual state conferences on development policy, 
the state‘s citizens review the implementation of the guidelines 
and develop new proposals for action. The Council for Development 
Cooperation (REZ), which is made up of experts from the state‘s 
major networks active in development policy, also advises the state 
government on development policy issues.

On the state side, development policy in Baden-Württemberg is a 
cross-cutting task and, in particular, an opportunity for the classic 
core areas of state policy: for example, in education policy via the 
anchoring of global learning and study in the educational curricula of 
schools or in the curricula, research priorities and internationalizati-
on strategies of universities; in economic policy in the areas of pub-
lic procurement, (foreign) economic promotion; in the involvement 
of companies in development policy or fair trade; in environmental 
policy via issues of ecological sustainability and climate protection.

In Baden-Württemberg, development policy is a joint task that is 
primarily supported by the efficient and professional commitment 
of small and medium-sized actors. The state promotes this com-
mitment, but does not want to replace it. It creates a reliable 
framework for advancing development policy and for networking and 
supporting its players. Around 3 million euros are available annually 
for this purpose:

The Stiftung Entwicklungs-Zusammenarbeit Baden-Württemberg 
(Baden-Württemberg Development Cooperation Foundation, https://
sez.de/), a foundation established by the state of Baden-Württem-
berg, promotes advises and supports the initiatives of smaller and 
medium-sized actors as a service center. A department established 
specifically for development policy in the State Ministry is available 
to citizens, civil society organizations, ministries, municipalities and 
their umbrella organizations, as well as the state parliament and the 
federal level as a direct and competent contact on the government 
side.

With the funding lines bwirkt! Partnerships/Foreign, bwirkt! Educa-
tion/Country and bwirkt! Burundi, the state supports the grassroots 



and the middle classes of development policy engagement: with an 
annual funding volume of around one million euros.

For a decade, the state has also been working with the federal 
government to promote the One World promoter program in Baden-
Württemberg. With more than ten full positions at sponsoring civil 
society organizations, this program strengthens the valuable work of 
Baden-Württemberg‘s organizations, networks and initiatives.

Every spring, the FAIR HANDELN trade fair offers all stakeholders a 
forum for exchange, networking and joint initiatives - with a total 
of around 90,000 visitors. With over 150 exhibitors, the trade fair 
has become a beacon for the fair trade movement, with an impact 
far beyond Baden-Württemberg. With its Future Fashion theme, 
the trade fair focuses on modern and fair-trade clothing and thus 
appeals to a particularly young audience.

Another focus is on strengthening and promoting the self-organi-
zation of stakeholders. The establishment of development policy 
actor networks for migrant and young commitment as well as for the 
commitment of universities, schools and companies has been advan-
ced in recent years through joint, state-wide annual focal points. 
Existing municipal and church networks have been strengthened in 
the process.

Common focal points of the stakeholders and the state are: relations 
with Africa and, in particular, the deepening of the state partnership 
with Burundi. The young involvement and commitment of the cities, 
municipalities and districts.

With the Africa in View study, the Council of Ministers established an 
initiative in December 2019 that provides an overview of Baden-
Württemberg‘s relations with our southern neighboring continent 
and recommends concrete measures to expand cooperation with 
the African continent. Its cross-departmental and cross-stakeholder 
implementation has been adapted to the Corona pandemic and 
has been launched in 2020. The focus is on scientific cooperation 
and colonial responsibility under the leadership of the Ministry of 
Science, foreign trade promotion at the Ministry of Economy and 
partnership/development cooperation at the Ministry of State. In 
terms of partnerships, there is a focus on deepening the country‘s 
development partnership, which is benefiting from the political thaw 
in Burundi and the lifting of EU sanctions and has been bundled by 
the Baden-Württemberg Council for Development Cooperation in the 
Burundi Alliance.

Young engagement is under the umbrella of the pan-European 
MINDCHANGERS initiative until the end of 2024. Young people are 
strengthened in their commitment to the United Nations 2030 Agen-
da, especially in the areas of climate protection and international 
cohesion, and networked across Europe. The core element is the 
funding of young projects throughout Europe, which totals several 
million euros.

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG
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In the area of community engagement, a joint roadmap from the 
federal, state and local governments is in place since the summer 
in the form of the Baden-Württemberg Community Development 
Policy Action Plan. It aims to improve networking and collaboration. 
It contains an overview of successful examples as well as funding 
and networking opportunities to help municipal stakeholders find 
their way. An important concern is the design of joint initiatives, for 
example on globally sustainable communities, in the context of the 
state partnership with Burundi or on solidarity with Ukraine.

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG
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BAVARIA

The aim of the Free State of Bavaria‘s development cooperation is 
to make a global contribution, within the scope of its possibilities, to 
the fight against poverty, to sustainable and peaceful development 
and to international understanding. The living conditions of people 
in developing and newly industrializing countries are to be improved 
so that people see a perspective in their homeland. The basis for this 
are the guiding principles of the development policy cooperation of 
the Free State of Bavaria, which the state government adopted on 
April 30, 2013. These were further developed by the Bavarian State 
Parliament‘s development policy guidelines, which were unanimously 
adopted by the State Parliament on February 17, 2016. The Bavarian 
Africa Package (brochure) adopted by the Council of Ministers on Ap-
ril 30, 2019, opens a new chapter in Bavaria‘s relations with African 
states. The Free State of Bavaria specifically supports the develop-
ment of individual African states, develops long-term partnerships 
and continues its existing intensive relations.

The Free State of Bavaria is involved in the field of development 
cooperation in a variety of ways and covers different thematic areas. 
These include in particular the four priority areas of the Africa 
package, which are based on Bavaria‘s competencies: Economic 
Relations and Vocational Training, School Education and Science, 
Agriculture and Environment, and Public Administration.

Cooperation with selected countries takes place in a spirit of part-
nership, strengthens the ownership of the partner countries, offers 
help for self-help, pays attention to subsidiarity and compliance with 
international conventions and standards.

The maintenance and further development of relations with the 
partner regions of the Free State of Bavaria play a special role, as 
there is a high common interest in cooperation in these regions. 
Furthermore, the Free State of Bavaria is also open to cooperation 
with other countries.

The Free State of Bavaria also aims to achieve a better under-
standing of the problems of developing and newly industrializing 
countries among the local population, as well as to clarify global 
interrelationships and interdependencies and to contribute to sustai-
nable development worldwide. For this reason, the activities abroad 
are supplemented by domestic work such as school and extracurricu-
lar measures and cooperation with non-governmental organizations 
from the One World sector such as the Eine Welt Netzwerk Bayern e. 
V. (One World Network Bavaria).

Within the Bavarian State Government, the Bavarian State Chan-
cellery has the coordinating function for the development policy 
measures and, if interdepartmental, the lead function. The head of 
the State Chancellery and State Minister for European Affairs and In-
ternational Affairs, Melanie Huml, MdL, is the central contact person 
of the state government for non-governmental organizations in the 
field of development policy. The respective departments carry out 
measures on their own responsibility.
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United 
Nations have become a strategic guideline for all countries. Cities 
are key players in achieving the SDGs – including Berlin.

The State Office for Development Cooperation (Landesstelle für 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit - LEZ) at the Senate Department for 
Economic Affairs, Energy and Operations is the central coordination 
office for Berlin‘s development cooperation.

The Development Policy Guidelines provide the strategic frame-
work. They were adopted in 2012 and supplemented in 2016 by the 
recommendations „Sustainable Federal Capital and its Responsibility 
in One World“ of the Advisory Council on Development Cooperation. 
The prioritized fields of action in the guidelines are thinking and 
learning in global contexts, international university cooperation, 
international economic cooperation, an open, tolerant and inter-
national metropolis, environmental and climate protection as well 
as urban solutions. For the coming years, it is planned to put the 
development policy guidelines to the test and further develop them 
in a broad-based participatory process.

More than almost any other German city, Berlin stands for interna-
tionality. The German capital is home to embassies, international 
organizations and major development institutions. People from over 
190 nations live and work here and shape everyday life. Berlin is 
characterized by a high level of civil society commitment - more 
than 100 large and small development policy organizations are active 
in the city. In the state network of development policy non-govern-
mental organizations of the Berlin Development Policy Council, work 
is continuously being done on the vision of the „One World City“.

The Advisory Council on Development Cooperation, which includes 
members from a wide range of institutions, advises the state of Ber-
lin on the strategic development of its development policy.

Institutions such as the Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenar-
beit, Engagement Global gGmbH, the German Institute for Develop-
ment, the Berliner Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit 
mbH, and the Seminar for Rural Development at the Humboldt 
University of Berlin are important cooperation partners in Berlin‘s 
development policy. Close cooperation also takes place with the 
ASA program and the alumni program of the Technical University of 
Berlin.

The State Office for Development Cooperation supports a large 
number of development policy projects of non-governmental orga-
nizations in Berlin in the areas of education, information and public 
relations work as well as in projects abroad in the context of school 
and city partnerships through grants. Special attention is paid to the 
promotion of global learning. The EPIZ - Center for Global Lear-
ning - is the central contact point in Berlin for questions concerning 
global learning. Through the program for the promotion of NGOs, the 
Landesstelle für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit can both help shape 

BERLIN
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development education work and support a wide range of voluntary 
work. The funding of projects by development policy non-govern-
mental organizations in Berlin was positively evaluated in 2019. In 
order to further promote the work of NGOs and interest even more 
citizens in getting involved in development policy areas, the LEZ is 
supporting the establishment of the One World Center Berlin Global 
Village. Numerous development NGOs have already found their new 
workplace there. The center provides office and event space for 
around 40 development policy and migrant-diasporic groups.

In 2020, the Senate Department for Economic Affairs, Energy and 
Labor launched a special fund to support Berlin NGOs affected by 
the Corona Pandemic, promote digitization and finance solidarity 
projects in the Global South. The North-South Bridges Foundation 
(SNSB) is responsible for advising NGOs and administering the project 
funding program for Berlin NGOs on behalf of LEZ.

On the initiative of the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), a promoter program was set 
up by the federal states. The One World Promoters work in develop-
ment policy organizations and initiatives. As experts, they provide 
impetus for globally responsible thinking and action and mobilize 
people to get involved in sustainable development issues. The Berlin 
Promotor*innen program is coordinated by the Berliner Entwick-
lungspolitischer Ratschlag and administered by the Stiftung Nord-
Süd-Brücken. In Berlin, eight promoters are currently working on the 
topics of strengthening civil society engagement, fair and sustainab-
le business, decolonization and anti-racism, global learning, climate 
and resource justice, and municipal development cooperation.

Another important field of action for Berlin‘s development policy is 
Fair Trade and Fair Procurement. In 2018, Berlin was recognized as 
a Fairtrade Town for the first time - the state of Berlin is aiming for 
re-designation in 2020. To further strengthen fair trade, the Action 
Alliance Fair Trade Berlin was founded in 2019 with the support of 
the LEZ. The alliance networks and coordinates the numerous actors 
in fair trade and strengthens public relations - for example, through 
the campaign #fairmachtschule, a cinema spot and a social media 
clip. In 2020, the Fair Procurement Competence Center will also 
begin its work. It informs and trains Berlin‘s public procurement 
agencies around the possibilities of integrating social standards into 
public procurement projects.

The reappraisal of Berlin‘s colonial history is of particular concern 
to Berlin. For this reason, the LEZ supports the Decolonize Berlin 
coordination office. The office is supporting a city-wide process of 
coming to terms with colonial history with actors from the admi-
nistration and civil society, and is helping to develop a concept for 
coming to terms with and remembering Berlin‘s colonial past.

Journalists around the world are threatened and prevented from 
doing their work. Freedom of the press is one of the most important 
prerequisites for a functioning democracy. The scholarship program, 
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which LEZ developed together with Reporters Without Borders, 
strengthens and supports digital journalists by inviting them to 
Berlin for a four-month sabbatical. In Berlin, they receive training 
and education on digital security, can network with colleagues from 
around the world, and recharge their batteries for their future work 
in a safe environment. For Corona‘s sake, the fellowship program in 
2020 will only take place digitally. Starting in 2021, fellows will again 
be invited to Berlin.

As a city-state, Berlin works closely with its districts. Many districts 
now have their own development policy coordinators, so that a 
regular exchange of information and joint activities between the 
state and the districts anchor the development policy commitment 
in the city and make it visible. Since 2020, the LEZ has also been 
supporting development policy projects and activities through the 
district fund, which are initiated by one district but are exciting and 
attractive for the whole of Berlin. In addition, support is provided to 
Berlin districts that want to develop development policy activities in 
their district for the first time.

Berlin regularly participates in international projects. Currently, the 
federal-state project Female Entrepreneurship in Berlin and India 
(FEBI) is in its second project cycle. FEBI is supported by the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
in cooperation with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, the Landesstelle für Entwicklungs-
zusammenarbeit Berlin and enpact e. V. The aim of the project is 
to bring women entrepreneurs in Berlin and India into contact with 
each other, to conduct training modules and to facilitate reciprocal 
delegation trips and exchanges. In this way, women are strengthe-
ned in the founding and management of companies and enabled to 
achieve economic independence.

34

BERLIN



35

Brandenburg‘s constitution clearly states the state‘s mission with 
regard to international cooperation, peace policy and human rights: 
The goal is to shape the state „as a living member of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in a unifying Europe and in One World.“

Brandenburg sees development policy as a cross-cutting task 
that encompasses a wide variety of policy areas and actors. The 
framework for the state‘s commitment - both internally and 
externally - is provided by the United Nations‘ Agenda 2030 with 
its guiding principle of sustainable development. Furthermore, the 
resolution of the Conference of Minister Presidents of June 21, 2021 
on development policy defines political priorities.

Concrete points of reference and priorities of Brandenburg for the 
„One World“ are also set out in the development policy guidelines of 
the state government. The implementation of these guidelines into 
concrete action is accompanied by a Round Table Development Policy 
State of Brandenburg (https://entwicklungspolitik-brandenburg.de). 
At the invitation of the development policy network VENROB e.V. 
and the responsible ministry, civil society and the state government 
exchange views here every year. The round table is made up of 
representatives of civil society, associations, religious communities, 
administration and politics.

In Brandenburg, the focus of development policy engagement is on 
domestic work, especially in the field of education. The aim is to 
sensitize Brandenburg citizens to issues of sustainable development, 
to inform them about global interrelationships and to show them 
how they can become active themselves. To this end, the state 
government works with committed groups, initiatives and non-
governmental organizations in the state. Brandenburg cooperates 
successfully with the federal level and other states in promoting the 
global engagement of local authorities and the „One World Promoter 
Program“ directed at civil society.

Brandenburg‘s foreign-related activities include the development 
policy youth volunteer program „Youth for Development 
Cooperation.“ This gives young people from Brandenburg the 
opportunity to gain their own experience in the Global South through 
learning and working encounters.

BRANDENBURG
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In March 2015, the Bremen Senate adopted the Development Policy 
Guidelines of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen for the first time. 
They are the result of a broad participation process with civil society 
and form the basis for the development policy actions of the Free 
Hanseatic City of Bremen.

In the sense of a common perception of our responsibility for the 
One World, in which fundamental political, social and economic 
changes are also needed in the North, all social and political sectors 
in the state of Bremen are called upon to review and align their ac-
tions with regard to development, sustainability and fair conditions.

With its commitment to development policy, Bremen wants to 
contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG), which are set by the international community of states and 
call for the fight against poverty, human rights violations, social 
inequality and environmental degradation. The Senate is also com-
mitted to this at the federal and EU level. The implementation of 
the SDGs in the state of Bremen is also reviewed every two years as 
part of an indicator report. In addition, there are training courses, 
public relations measures and events to raise awareness of the SDGs 
and to promote their implementation in all areas of society.

The three focal points of Bremen‘s development cooperation are 
domestic development information and education work, projects 
abroad that promote social, environmentally sound and sustainable 
economic development, and support for fair trade in Bremen and at 
the European level. Bremen was named „Capital of Fair Trade“ in 
2011, and Bremen and Bremerhaven have also been certified as Fair 
Trade Towns since 2014.

The civil society commitment of numerous development policy ini-
tiatives and associations in the state of Bremen forms an important 
element of Bremen‘s development cooperation. Bremen therefore 
supports projects by these partners, such as development educa-
tion work in Bremen and participatory project approaches in the 
countries of the South that support sustainable development on the 
ground.

Every two years, the Senate of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen 
awards the Bremen Solidarity Prize. It is intended as an encourage-
ment to individuals and groups who are working in a special way to 
overcome injustice in North-South relations and the consequences of 
colonialism and racism, as well as for democracy and human rights. 
The first prize winners were Nelson and Winnie Mandela. The prize 
consists of prize money and a sculpture by the Bremen artist Alten-
stein, which takes up the motif of the Bremen Town Musicians as a 
symbol of the strength of solidarity-based action.

Town twinning and friendships are also an important part of 
Bremen‘s international relations. They promote exchange and 
mutual learning at eye level. Bremen has been cooperating with the 
cities of Durban/South Africa and Windhoek/Namibia for many years. 

BAYERNBREMEN



Environmental protection and resource conservation, education for 
sustainable development as well as cultural and youth exchange play 
central roles in the cooperation.

BREMEN
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Hamburg has long been contributing to sustainable development in a 
global context. Projects and measures of development cooperation 
abroad as well as development education and public relations work 
in Hamburg form the components of Hamburg‘s development policy.

The factual focus in the promotion of projects abroad is, on the one 
hand, measures to eliminate the causes of poverty, to promote equa-
lity for women, to improve health care as well as environmental and 
resource protection and, on the other hand, to improve municipal 
infrastructure in large cities.

Of particular importance are measures to improve living conditions 
in León, Nicaragua, Hamburg‘s twin city since 1989, and Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania (officially a twin city since 2010 and developing 
a municipal climate partnership since 2011). With the Hamburg 
Foundation Asia Bridge, established in 2005, the Senate has created 
an independent funding instrument for sustainable development 
projects in South and Southeast Asia. The city also directly supports 
projects by non-governmental groups and initiatives. This stimulates 
civic engagement and raises awareness of development policy in 
Hamburg.

Vocational training measures are an important supplement to project 
funding. Within the framework of a scholarship program, mainly spe-
cialists from Nicaragua, Tanzania and India are invited to Hamburg 
for qualification stays.

Hamburg welcomes the development policy commitment of its 
citizens and cooperates in projects with the numerous non-govern-
mental organizations, initiatives and networks. In order to promote 
the cause of fair trade, the Senate has been participating in the 
action alliance „Hamburg mal fair“ since 2006, together with the 
local sponsors of development policy information and education 
work. Since 2008, Hamburg‘s public procurement agencies have also 
required declarations of compliance with the ILO‘s core labor stan-
dards in the production process of the goods supplied when inviting 
tenders, and since 2017 there has been a state law requirement for 
the preferential purchase of fair trade products. Hamburg has held 
the distinction of being a „Fairtrade City“ since 2011.

To date, Hamburg has two positions - one for fair trade and one for 
global learning - in the expert promoter program.

In directing its development policy activities, the Senate consults 
the Hamburg Council for Sustainable Development Policy, which it 
appointed.

Hamburg‘s development policy also encompasses other areas in 
which the city has special resources or expertise. Examples include 
North-South research at the German Institute for Global and Area 
Studies (GIGA), cultural dialogue with countries in the global South, 
promotion of South-North trade, and tropical medical research and 
training.

HAMBURG
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HESSE

Hessen is consciously facing up to the challenges of globalization and 
has committed itself to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 
the United Nations Agenda 2030 by adopting its guidelines on deve-
lopment cooperation. The guidelines of the Hessian state govern-
ment state the principles that guide Hessen‘s development coopera-
tion, clarify the focus of activities and explain the instruments used.

The state government supports development policy projects in Ger-
many and abroad. Particular importance is attached to strengthening 
the civic commitment of the numerous actors from Hessen to sus-
tainable development locally and in the Global South. Many of the 
activities of the associations, which often work on a voluntary basis, 
are only made possible by this.

The domestic projects are mostly educational projects. They provide 
information about global interrelationships and show concrete 
options for action for globally sustainable development. The One 
World Promoter program also provides alternatives for a sustaina-
ble society. One World Promoters advice and network civil society 
organizations and initiatives that are active in development policy. 
In Hessen, the program is coordinated by the Development Policy 
Network Hessen (EPN Hessen, https://www.epn-hessen.de/). The 
EPN Hessen is the umbrella organization of development policy 
organizations in Hessen.

The projects supported abroad cover a wide range, both geogra-
phically and in terms of content. Investment measures, such as 
the construction of school buildings, pilot plants for agricultural 
production or an orthopedic workshop are just as much a part of this 
as qualification measures, for example the promotion of vocational 
training.

Further information on selected examples of development cooperati-
on in the state of Hessen can be found here (https://ez-der-laender.
de/sites/default/files/2021-07/he_broschuere_ausgewaehlte_bei-
spiele_fuer_die_entwicklungszusammenarbeit.pdf)

As part of its cooperation with the federal government in deve-
lopment cooperation, the state of Hessen focuses on promoting 
vocational training in partner countries in the Global South. In the 
implementation of projects of the federal-state program in Ethiopia 
and India, the Hessian state office for advanced technology training 
contributed its expertise. In this context, the state government 
works closely with Hessian development policy associations and 
organizations.

Since its constitution in the fall of 2019, the state government has 
been advised by the „Advisory Council for Development Cooperation 
of the Hessian State Government“ on the design of development po-
licy activities. For example, in fall 2020, the body suggested recom-
mendations on the planned federal law on strengthening corporate 
due diligence to prevent human rights violations in global supply 
chains (Supply Chain Due Diligence Act). The Hessian state govern-
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HESSE

ment lobbied for the law at the Conference of Economics Ministers 
on November 25, 2020 and in the Bundesrat.

Project applications for the promotion of development policy 
engagement can be submitted to HA Hessen Agentur GmbH, further 
information can be found at https://www.innovationsfoerderung-
hessen.de/epz.
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The Ministry of Science, Culture, Federal and European Affairs is 
responsible for development cooperation in Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania. It coordinates the tasks of development cooperation with 
the ministries involved and all social institutions concerned. The 
Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the United Nations for 
the period 2015 to 2030 serve as a guideline for political decisions. 
Fundamental development policy issues are coordinated with repre-
sentatives of the ministries, the Association of Towns and Municipa-
lities, the One World State Network, the Society for International 
Cooperation, RENN Nord and other responsible bodies at the annual 
„Round Table“.

Promoter program

The One World Promoter Program has been co-financed since 2014. 
Currently, there are three regional offices and one migration office, 
a total of four full-time equivalent positions (FTE). The promoter po-
sitions are located at decentralized agencies and are divided among 
seven people. They help people to broaden their understanding of 
democracy, human rights and social diversity and to engage with the 
issues of „One World”.

www.eine-welt-mv.de/

One World Country Network

The One World State Network Mecklenburg-Vorpommern e. V. brings 
together associations, initiatives and individuals from Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania who are committed to global justice and susta-
inable development. Currently, the state network has 53 members, 
including 34 development policy groups and associations and 19 
individual members. The state network bundles the offers of the 
One World groups and qualifies them. The network currently employs 
seven people in part-time project positions. The One-World Network 
is active in various committees, such as the state working group on 
ESD, the NUN Commission, the NUE Award Council and the Board of 
Directors of the North-South Bridges.

The One World State Network coordinates the event series Welt-
wechsel with an annually changing annual theme. The approximately 
80 individual events are carried out by 50-60 civil society actors. 
Through the project „Global Partnerships“, the One World State 
Network Mecklenburg-Vorpommern bundles the activities of about 
75 non-governmental organizations, schools and municipalities from 
Mecklenburg-West Pomerania with South-North partnerships. The 
project Fair-trade City of Rostock takes care of municipal procu-
rement, the visibility of fair trade and organizes the state-wide 
networking of fair trade activists. In September 2019, the latest 
project of the One World State Network Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
started on the topic of agriculture in Mecklenburg-West Pomerania in 
a global context.

MECKLENBURG WESTERN-POMERANIA
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MECKLENBURG WESTERN-POMERANIA

Education for sustainable development at schools

Education for sustainable development/global learning is implemen-
ted in the Ministry of Education and Child Day Promotion via ESD re-
gional advisors in the four state school offices, the vocational school 
supervisory authority and is technically supported in the Institute 
for Quality Development Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (IQ M-V). A state 
working group on education for sustainable development (LAG BNE) 
with over 40 members from various ministries and non-governmental 
organizations works under its leadership.

www.bildung-mv.de/lehrer/schule-und-unterricht/bildung-fuer-
nachhaltige-entwicklung/netzwerk-bne-schule-in-mv

The IQ Mecklenburg-Vorpommern organizes an annual state-wide ESD 
conference for schools together with the LAG BNE.

Within the LAG BNE, various working groups work on the topics of 
networking and public relations, lesson development, teacher trai-
ning and certification of schools and daycare centers. Here, ideas, 
ways and concepts are developed on how, among other things, con-
tents of development cooperation can be incorporated into lessons 
and teacher training and further education and how the cooperation 
of school and non-school ESD actors as well as communication can be 
improved. New teaching materials have been developed in collabo-
ration with universities, research institutions, museum educators, 
and the Ministry of Climate Protection, Agriculture, Rural Areas and 
Environment:

    PlasticSchool: plasticschool.de

    12 Forest educational modules

www.bildung-mv.de/schueler/schule-und-unterricht/schularten/
grundschule/

To implement the Orientation Framework for Global Development 
Learning in the context of an ESD, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 
together with Engagement Global (EG), has implemented two state 
initiatives within the school program of the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). From 2017 to 
2019, the three-year cross-state project „Fit for Tomorrow“ ran 
in vocational preparation at vocational schools. Via ESD teaching-
learning concepts at one school each in Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-
Holstein and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, the vocational 
orientation and motivation of young people without school-leaving 
qualifications and/or with refugee experience was improved. From 
September 2018 to the end of 2021, we implemented the model 
project „Schools of the Future - Self-Determined Pathways to High 
Achievers in Educational Landscapes in Mecklenburg-West Pomera-
nia“ (ESD Model Schools M-V) at ten general education schools. The-
se schools, together with cooperation partners and the LAG BNE, set 
out to further develop and effectively implement the whole school 
approach in their schools.
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Non-formal education for sustainable development

Education shapes the future. And it is „North German and sustaina-
ble - now“. The certification and quality development of extracur-
ricular, or actors in non-formal education will be further intensified 
in the states of the nun partnership, Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Saxony-Anhalt and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. The certifica-
tion process helps to introduce and further develop quality standards 
for ESD in the non-formal and informal education sector. The tasks of 
the office have been taken over by ÜberMorgen gGmbH on behalf of 
the Ministry for Climate Protection, Agriculture, Rural Areas and the 
Environment.  The network of certified extracurricular ESD providers 
in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern now numbers 31. The educational of-
ferings include seminars, courses, project days for schools, daycare 
centers, but also for adults, in which future topics are taught.

www.nun-zertifizierung.de/; 

www.bnemv.wordpress.com/;

About.tomorrow - Consulting | Education | Future Processes (ueber-
morgen.info)

MECKLENBURG WESTERN-POMERANIA
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LOWER SAXONY

Lower-Saxony is primarily involved in development cooperation on 
the ground in sub-Saharan Africa by supporting projects in the Eas-
tern Cape (South Africa) and in Tanzania. In addition to development 
cooperation with partners abroad, the state supports development 
education and information work at home and promotes the Associa-
tion for Development Policy of Lower-Saxony (VEN) in corresponding 
projects.

Lower-Saxony has been working successfully with the Eastern Cape 
since 1995 in the areas of qualified school/vocational education, 
university cooperation, the expansion of renewable energies, youth 
encounters, culture and sport, as well as in the field of health. 
Both partners support the exchange particularly intensively through 
voluntary services (e.g. „Weltwärts“) in sports and social projects. 
The partnership is characterized by a lively culture of mutual visits - 
especially at the political level.

Since 2010, Lower-Saxony has been providing targeted support for 
projects in Tanzania that build on existing structures and develop 
them further. In terms of content, the focus is on the school and 
vocational education sector (including inclusion, development of a 
vocational training center), research (promotion of young scientists 
and research), health care (training and further training of specia-
lists in special education, newborn hearing screening), school pro-
jects, the expansion of renewable energies and water supply, as well 
as the improvement of living conditions for people in rural regions 
and food security.

As an active contribution to the implementation of the UN Sustainab-
le Development Goals, the State of Lower-Saxony adopted Deve-
lopment Policy Guidelines in September 2015 at the end of a broad 
dialogue process. In order to further strengthen civil society engage-
ment, the State Chancellery of Lower-Saxony set up a „round table“ 
with various social groups, non-governmental organizations active in 
development policy, municipal umbrella organizations, churches and 
business associations. Over a period of two years, a strategy with 
concrete recommendations for action for the implementation of 
the development policy guidelines was jointly developed. This was 
adopted by the cabinet in September 2017.

The 2021 progress report reflects the implementation status of the 
goals and measures agreed to date.

In July 2022, the „Round Table on Development Policy Guidelines“ 
was reconvened to continue the dialogue process with civil society 
and the specialized ministries on current development policy issues.
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NORTH-RHINE-WESTPHALIA

The development policy priorities of the state of North Rhine-West-
phalia form the basis for the state government‘s development policy 
activities. The priorities place the development policy work of the 
state government in the context of the 2030 Agenda and its 17 Susta-
inable Development Goals (SDGs). Development policy engagement 
thrives above all on a vibrant, strong civil society. North Rhine-
Westphalia has an extraordinarily diverse landscape in this regard. In 
order to take account of the new international political realities, the 
state government has undertaken to further develop its development 
policy strategy. The strengthening of civil society activities is also to 
be reflected in it. The basis for this is the „Future Contract for North 
Rhine-Westphalia 2022 - 2027“.

North Rhine-Westphalia maintains diverse international relations 
and is committed to development policy, especially in countries and 
regions with which the state has special ties. Ghana has been North 
Rhine-Westphalia‘s partner country since 2007, and a partnership 
with North Macedonia has existed since 2021.

Further information on the country partnership with Ghana (https://
ez-der-laender.de/bundesland/nordrhein-westfalen/partnerschaft/
ghana-und-nordrhein-westfalen-laenderpartnerschaft)

Further information on the country partnership with North Macedo-
nia (https://ez-der-laender.de/bundesland/nordrhein-westfalen/
partnerschaft/nordmazedonien-und-nordrhein-westfalen)

Further information on North Rhine-Westphalia‘s engagement in the 
Middle East, the Maghreb and South Africa (https://ez-der-laender.
de/bundesland/nordrhein-westfalen/partnerschaft/naher-osten-
maghreb-und-suedafrika)

The Concrete Peace Service is a support program for young adults 
from North Rhine-Westphalia. The program offers a travel allowance 
for diverse project assignments lasting between 25 days and twelve 
weeks. The participants plan their stays abroad on their own and 
cooperate on an equal footing with organizations in the countries of 
the global South. In addition, there are cooperative arrangements 
within the framework of the Concrete Peace Service that enable 
young professionals such as craftsmen and craftswomen or trainees 
in the caring professions to take part in a project abroad. A mutual 
exchange to strengthen civil society actors in the global South is also 
an integral part of the Concrete Peace Service.

With the program to promote information and education work on 
development policy (EpIB), the state supports the development 
policy education work of One World groups and non-governmental 
organizations in North Rhine-Westphalia. The aim is to create an 
awareness of global interrelationships among the people of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, to deepen knowledge of the situation in countries 
of the global South, to prevent xenophobia and to awaken in citizens 
a willingness to make their own contribution to just global develop-
ment.
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Development education work is also supported by the state govern-
ment through the promoter program, which ensures a basic supply of 
civil society with expertise in this field. The program is implemented 
by One World organizations throughout North Rhine-Westphalia. The 
One World Network NRW and Engagement Global, North Rhine-West-
phalia Office (Düsseldorf) are the promoters. Further information 
can be found at: einewelt-promotorinnen.de.

In line with the development policy priorities of the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, municipal development cooperation is also promo-
ted. Municipalities can make a very concrete and essential contribu-
tion to development partnerships - for example, when it comes to 
raising awareness of development policy and international contexts 
and the reciprocal effect of local action on the global world and 
vice versa.  Municipal development partnerships build an important 
bridge between the people in North Rhine-Westphalia and those 
in the partner municipalities. The state government would like to 
support the municipalities in aligning their tasks with the principles 
of the 2030 Agenda in order to live up to their global responsibility.

With its foreign program, the state government supports develop-
ment policy projects of non-governmental organizations from North 
Rhine-Westphalia. The program supports One World initiatives, 
associations, migrant organizations, church groups and others that 
work in cooperation with partner organizations in the Global South 
to sustainably improve local living conditions. The program focuses 
on education, health, ecological sustainability as well as sustainable 
management and the creation of employment.

With 26 United Nations (UN) organizations, the Federal City of Bonn 
is Germany‘s most important UN location and a unique center of 
excellence for international cooperation and sustainable develop-
ment. In addition, more than 170 internationally active institutions, 
scientific and economic institutions as well as governmental and 
non-governmental organizations are dedicated to the urgent deve-
lopment policy and sustainability issues of our time. They include 
the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), 
Engagement Global (EG) or the German Institute of Development and 
Sustainability (IDOS). In implementing its development policy goals, 
the state government also cooperates with the North Rhine-Westpha-
lia Foundation for Environment and Development (SUE), which is also 
based in Bonn. In close cooperation with the federal government 
and the city, the state government promotes the development of 
Bonn by, among other things, locating new UN secretariats and other 
international organizations, as well as by organizing events, various 
conference formats and projects that help to promote exchange on 
global sustainability issues.

The „North Rhine-Westphalian Academy for International Politics“ 
(https://www.aia-nrw.org/de/) in Bonn, founded on the initiative of 
the state government in 2021, is a further expression of the state‘s 
multifaceted commitment to supporting the expansion of Bonn as 
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an international location and, at the same time, actively seeking an 
international exchange on crucial issues of the future.

NORTH-RHINE-WESTPHALIA



48

Development Policy in Rhineland-Palatinate

With its development policy, the Rhineland-Palatinate state 
government wants to contribute to fighting poverty worldwide, 
making globalization fairer and protecting the environment. 
In doing so, it is guided by the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in September 2015 as a 
reference framework for policy in Rhineland-Palatinate. Develop-
ment policy today is about more than projects and programs. It is 
about fundamental political, social, and economic changes that 
must take place worldwide. It is about a socially and ecologically 
just globalization, about fair trade structures, about climate and 
environmental protection. And it is about changes in patterns of 
living and consumption in Germany.

Against this background, the state‘s development policy includes 
the following focal points:

Sustainable procurement

Sustainable procurement contributes to improving the living and 
working conditions of many people in Africa, Asia and Latin Ame-
rica. For this reason, the state and municipalities in particular 
are called upon to include social and ecological criteria in public 
tenders on a binding basis. Within the framework of our training 
project „Rhineland-Palatinate buys sustainably!“, which is carried 
out in cooperation with the development policy state network 
ELAN, we show municipalities how sustainable procurement can 
be achieved in a legally secure and practicable manner.

Municipal development policy

Municipalities are important actors in development policy. We 
motivate and support municipalities in their efforts to get invol-
ved with their own projects, e.g., in education work, municipal 
partnerships or sustainable procurement.

Educational work in schools

The state government wants to raise understanding for the 
situation in other countries, but also for global interrelationships. 
Children and young people should learn about the effects our ac-
tions have on people in other parts of the world and be sensitized 
to sustainable and socially just actions.

Information events on development policy issues

Together with partners in Rhineland-Palatinate, we organize 
information and discussion events on current development policy 
issues and participate in conferences and presentations.

Cooperation with civil society

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERGRHINELAND-PALATINATE
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We support associations, municipalities, schools, or churches in 
Rhineland-Palatinate that carry out development information 
and education projects in Germany or cooperate with partners in 
countries of the South.

Partnership with Rwanda

One focus of development policy in Rhineland-Palatinate is the 
partnership with Rwanda. In 1982, Rhineland-Palatinate and the 
Republic of Rwanda sealed the first partnership between a Ger-
man and an African country. From the very beginning, the basic 
idea was to develop a so-called grassroots partnership, which 
was to be organized in a decentralized manner and close to the 
people. This form of grassroots partnership is based on encoun-
ters with mutual respect and esteem and aims to go beyond mere 
development cooperation to become a partnership in everyday, 
social and cultural life. Today, it enjoys an excellent reputation 
among the Rwandan population and is also deeply rooted in the 
Rhineland-Palatinate population.

People from both countries try to meet each other at eye level, 
exchange ideas and develop projects together. The partnership 
between Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda is organized in its 
structure in two parts: the Rwanda Department of the state 
government and the Rhineland-Palatinate/Rwanda Partnership 
Association.

The primary goals of the measures are to improve education, 
support women and participate in the areas of health care and 
nature conservation.

Within the framework of the approximately 200 school partner-
ships, the school situation in Rwanda is sustainably improved. 
Personal contact between children and young people as well as 
between teachers and school administrators from Rhineland-
Palatinate and Rwanda are also promoted. Vocational training 
is another important factor in the education of Rwandans. Only 
with appropriate vocational training is it possible to train quali-
fied skilled workers, who play an enormously important role in 
Rwanda‘s economic development.

Bringing people with disabilities into the partnership as impor-
tant actors and thus further deepening the cooperation between 
Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda is a new focus.

There are also more and more renewable energy and environ-
mental protection projects. Rhineland-Palatinate‘s business 
community is involved in the partnership to further advance 
development in Rwanda.

Bringing people with disabilities into the partnership as impor-
tant actors and thus further deepening the cooperation between 
Rhineland-Palatinate and Rwanda is a new focus.
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There are also more and more renewable energy and environ-
mental protection projects. Rhineland-Palatinate‘s business 
community is involved in the partnership to further promote 
development in Rwanda.

The partnership is also becoming increasingly involved in the 
fields of art, culture and sport. They act as a bridge of understan-
ding and promote cooperation with and between the partners. 
Through the many encounter trips in recent years, young people 
in particular have been able to get to know the respective other 
culture and benefit from each other: Children and young people 
form the basis for the future of the partnership.

Further information:

Partnership Rhineland-Palatinate-Rwanda

https://mdi.rlp.de/de/unsere-themen/partnerschaft-mit-ruanda/ 

Ministry of the Interior and Sport

https://mdi.rlp.de/de/unsere-themen/partnerschaften-entwick-
lungspolitik/ 

RHINELAND-PALATINATE
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Development cooperation in the Saarland is the responsibility of 
the Ministry of Education and Culture. The Ministry‘s goal is to work 
closely with actors from civil society and the municipal level who are 
active in development policy.

Together with these partners, the Saarland assumes global responsi-
bility. This includes fostering partnerships with countries and regions 
of the global South and promoting development information and 
education as well as civic engagement for the One World.

Bearing global responsibility

The development policy of the Federal Republic of Germany is the 
joint responsibility of the federal government, the states and the 
municipalities. In this sense, the government of the Saarland is com-
mitted in its government program to international solidarity and the 
creation of a just world order.

Global Learning: Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in 
Saarland

Since May 2018, Saarland has had a state coordination for Education 
for Sustainable Development, which systematically and structurally 
anchors Education for Sustainable Development in the education 
sector. In order to link global connections and individual behavior, 
children in Saarland‘s day-care centers as well as pupils are to be 
sensitized to sustainable development. To this end, the Saarland 
umbrella brand „School of Sustainability“ was already established in 
2019, which certifies schools for their holistic efforts to be sustaina-
ble places of learning. Analogously, the state umbrella brand „Kita 
der Nachhaltigkeit“ has been under development since the beginning 
of 2022.

Fair in the Saarland and the Global South

There are also far-reaching efforts in the area of fair trade and 
sustainable procurement. Our goal is for Saarland to become the first 
fair trade state in Germany. A steering group with representatives 
from politics, business, education and civil society as well as the 
cities, municipalities and districts that have already been designated 
as Fair Trade Towns is working intensively to achieve this goal.

We support and promote fair trade to achieve a more just and social 
life for the people of the Global South, with fair wages for mothers 
and women, without exploitative child labor, with access for boys 
and girls to educational institutions and the expansion of health fa-
cilities. We have started with fair and sustainable procurement, ex-
emplary global learning, and education for sustainable development 
nationwide. Nowhere are there so many fair school classes. Our 
universities live sustainability in everyday life. Saarland University is 
a fair university. More and more municipalities, cities and municipal 
associations are becoming supporters of fair trade.

We want to continue on this path. Because we know what it means 
to depend on solidarity, we want to gradually switch public procure-

SAARLAND
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ment to fair and regional products and promote globally responsible 
educational work.

Dialogue with development actors

Since development cooperation is above all a task for society as a 
whole, the successful work of private initiatives, the churches and 
other non-governmental organizations in particular receives financial 
and non-material support. Saarland organizations working in and for 
South-North partnerships are networked, among others, in the Netz-
werk Entwicklungspolitik im Saarland (NES) e. V. Together, the state 
government and civil society want to make a concrete contribution 
to fighting poverty worldwide, securing peace, realizing democracy 
and making globalization fairer.

Particular importance is attached to the open and cooperative 
exchange of all actors involved in development work, both in global 
partnerships and in information and education work. In order to 
promote this exchange, the Ministry of Education and Culture invites 
to the Open Forum on Development Cooperation twice a year.

Guidelines for development cooperation

The Guidelines for Development Cooperation of the Saarland were 
adopted by the Saarland Parliament in March 2017 and are the result 
of a development process with the active participation of civil socie-
ty and Saarland non-governmental organizations. They represent the 
framework of Saarland‘s development cooperation and are intended 
to strengthen existing structures, initiatives, and activities. They 
serve as orientation and form the basis for the Saarland‘s future 
engagement in development policy.

The fields of action of Saarland development cooperation are:

development policy information, advisory and educational work

science, research and teaching

international exchange

economy, enterprises, public administrations, and municipalities

international trade and agricultural policy

North-South partnerships/cooperations

Impact of European policy on countries of the global South

Guidelines for Development Cooperation

The guidelines of the Ministry of Education and Culture for the gran-
ting of subsidies for the promotion of projects within the framework 
of development cooperation provide, in addition to the promotion of 
foreign projects in the Global South, for the possibility of promoting 
cooperation projects between partners in the Global South and the 
Global North. In addition, funding can be provided for school, voca-
tional and university education projects, extracurricular education 
projects for children and young people, further education and adult 

SAARLAND
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education projects or development policy measures and events for 
the broad civil society.

Advisory Council on Development Cooperation

The Advisory Council on Development Cooperation plays a key role 
in supporting the Ministry in approving applications for development 
policy project and program activities. The projects to be included in 
the funding are selected in partnership with the development policy 
initiatives represented in the Advisory Council on Development 
Cooperation.

SAARLAND
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SAXONY

The Free State of Saxony supports the goal of sustainable develop-
ment for the benefit of a sustainable society in the sense of the Uni-
ted Nations‘ Agenda 2030 and the associated Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. In joint responsibility with the federal government and 
local authorities, Saxony will contribute its share to achieving the 
goals by 2030 and beyond. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
adopted within the framework of the 2030 Agenda apply to all states 
on earth. An important component is the support of development 
cooperation. The development policy guidelines of the Free State of 
Saxony were integrated into the Saxon Sustainability Strategy 2018. 
www.nachhaltigkeit.sachsen.de

Saxony understands development cooperation as a cross-sectional 
task and would like to implement it with the willing participation of 
the population, the Development Policy Network Saxony e. V. (ENS) 
and the other actors, such as the church development organizations 
or non-governmental organizations that are not organized in the 
ENS. The development cooperation of the Free State of Saxony is 
coordinated in the Saxon State Chancellery. Since 2017, the Free 
State of Saxony has been supporting development policy projects 
and initiatives abroad, in addition to long-standing and broad-based 
development education work at home. Development cooperation 
projects, for example in Lebanon, support countries that are facing 
major challenges due to increasing migration worldwide. Through 
the North-South Bridges Foundation, civil society organizations 
from Saxony have the opportunity to apply for funds from a Saxon 
small project fund. Furthermore, projects in Uganda, Mozambique 
and Peru are implemented with the Gesellschaft für internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) within the framework of the Federal-Länder 
Program of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Deve-
lopment.

With project content that is oriented towards the reality of people‘s 
lives, Saxony wants to provide help on the ground and at the same 
time support the societies in the states that are hosting or have 
hosted many refugees.

The Free State of Saxony has been doing development informati-
on and education work inside and outside schools for many years. 
Educational offers, event information and materials on sustainable 
education are available online at www.bne-sachsen.de. Eight One 
World promoters are now active in Saxony, promoting global learning 
and sustainable living. The offers are aimed at educational insti-
tutions such as kindergartens, schools, adult education centers or 
youth leisure centers.

The STUBE study support program includes weekend seminars and 
day events for students from developing countries at Saxon univer-
sities. In addition, the Free State is also participating in the ASA 
university cooperation from 2018, thus supporting the exchange of 
young people from industrialized and developing countries.
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Dresden is also home to Germany‘s second scientific institute of the 
United Nations University (UNU), which is funded by the Free State 
of Saxony and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research. The 
United Nations University Institute for Integrated Management of 
Material Fluxes and of Resources (UNU-FLORES) deals with internati-
onal strategies for sustainable resource use and forms an important 
interface between science and politics. UNU-Flores is the only sub-
unit of the United Nations based in Saxony and is a unique player in 
scientific work on development policy.

SAXONY
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SAXONY-ANHALT

In Saxony-Anhalt, statewide coordination of development cooperati-
on takes place in the Ministry of Economics, Science and Digitaliza-
tion (MW).

Development policy guidelines

The development policy guidelines, which date back to 2000, were 
revised from 2018 with the participation of organizations and groups 
active in development, churches, trade unions, and business and sci-
ence, and adopted by resolution of the state government on March 
12, 2019.

The guidelines serve as an orientation and guideline for the deve-
lopment-related commitment of the state as a whole. In accordance 
with the relevant MPK resolutions of recent years, the guidelines 
were to be further developed, in particular taking into account the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out in the United Nations‘ 
Agenda 2030. In addition to the basic principles, the guidelines high-
light 8 focal points according to which the country‘s development 
cooperation (DC) is or should be oriented:

Development-related information, education and public relations 
work, the promotion of development-related non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) including corresponding network structures, 
the use of the potential of science and research , the linking of 
migration and development, the strengthening of fair trade and 
sustainable consumption, the sensitization of companies for DC 
while integrating the competencies of the business sector, the 
strengthening of partnerships and the use of existing competencies, 
the practice-oriented education and training of foreign experts and 
executives, and humanitarian aid. In accordance with the guidelines, 
the state government expressly views development cooperation as 
a cross-cutting task that must be implemented across all ministries, 
given its comprehensive and multidimensional nature. To improve 
interdepartmental cooperation, a working group on development 
cooperation has been set up. It is composed of representatives of 
all ministries, the parliamentary groups of the state parliament and 
experts from various areas of development cooperation.

Development-related information, education and public relations 
work

Development-related NGOs are of central importance for raising 
awareness among the population and for increasing understanding of 
and commitment to the problems of the One World.

These NGOs are therefore supported both as providers of develop-
ment-related information, education and public relations work in 
Germany (including the areas of sustainable consumption/fair trade 
advice and fair procurement) and as providers of development co-
operation projects in developing and transition countries.

The addressees or places of development education are the training 
of teachers as well as all types of schools including vocational 
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schools and kindergartens. With regard to the fair procurement of 
goods and services, companies and administrations are advised and 
appropriate forums for employees are held. The One World promo-
ter program acts as a central instrument in this regard. The first 
participation of Saxony-Anhalt in 2014 in the co-financing of the 
„One World Promoter Program“ has been expanded to five full-time 
positions as of 2019.

After the cities of Halle/Saale, Magdeburg and Wernigerode have so 
far won the title of Fairtrade Town with the support of the Fair Trade 
Town campaign of the One World Network Saxony-Anhalt, further 
applications are being sought.

Municipal partnership with DC reference

The city partnership between Hoi An (Vietnam) and Wernigerode (at 
the time the first official German-Vietnamese municipal partner-
ship ever), which has existed since 2013, was expanded in 2016 to 
a climate partnership with the development-related core topics of 
energy efficiency/conversion to renewable energies, waste reduc-
tion/elimination and sustainable tourism. The partnership, which is 
supported by broad sections of the population and financed with EU 
federal, state, municipal and private funds, was expanded in 2016. 
The bottom-up partnership, which is supported by broad sections 
of the population and funded by the EU, the federal state, local 
authorities and private contributions, will be continued annually 
on a project basis. In 2020/21, a joint project is underway to train 
specialists in the hotel and catering industry.

State program „Partners of Tomorrow“

The „Partners of Tomorrow“ program, which was launched in 2001 
as a contact and qualification program with the then focal partner 
countries China and Vietnam, is now generally aimed at foreign 
students and university graduates as well as small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in the state, across all sectors and countries.

Through the internships completed in the participating SMEs, the 
participants gain important professional experience and practi-
cal vocational qualifications which, after returning to their home 
countries, benefit them in the long term in terms of development 
and at the same time strengthen the foreign trade activities of the 
participating companies.

Also worth mentioning in this context are the development-related 
activities of SMEs from Saxony-Anhalt in the fields of solar energy, 
waste management and agriculture in the African countries of Mo-
rocco, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Uganda, Rwanda, Ethiopia and Zambia.

SAXONY-ANHALT
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SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

The state government of Schleswig-Holstein, namely the Ministry 
for Energy Transition, Climate Protection, Environment and Nature 
(MEKUN), which is responsible for development cooperation (DC), 
successfully supports the activities of development policy initiatives, 
among other things through an annual grant to the state network 
Bündnis Eine Welt (BEI) Schleswig-Holstein as well as development-
related projects of non-governmental organizations through ear-
marked proceeds from the state‘s own lottery „BINGO!“. In addition, 
the state is a cooperation partner and contributes its share to the 
financing of expert promoter positions within the framework of the 
BMZ‘s promoter program. The state government cooperates with the 
BEI in a spirit of trust in the nationwide development cooperation 
committees.

MEKUN also cooperates with the Service Agency Communities in One 
World/Engagement Global (especially in the Global Sustainable Com-
munities project), with which a new agreement was concluded in 
2020 that also includes a financial contribution from MEKUN. There 
is a signed agreement with the Lutheran Church in North Germany 
(Nordkirche) on cooperation on development cooperation and susta-
inability issues.

The main focus of the ministry‘s work in the field of DC is to raise 
awareness among citizens in their own federal state. In this context, 
DC is understood to be a central element in the implementation of 
the global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), far beyond its ori-
ginal significance. Thus, on 1 June 2021, the Schleswig-Holstein state 
parliament adopted a state strategy for education for sustainable 
development in connection with the UNESCO World Program of Ac-
tion „Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)“ and the National 
Action Plan, and in 2022 an ESD office began its work. The educatio-
nal mandate is supplemented by the Educational Centre for Nature, 
Environment and Rural Areas of the State of Schleswig-Holstein as 
well as by the on-site branch of the regional sustainability network 
of the Sustainability Council (RENN.nord-SH), in particular by the 
nationwide joint work starting in 2022. Another building block of the 
DC work in the state and implementation of SDGs in the areas of sus-
tainable and fair procurement is the Ministry‘s Competence Centre 
for Sustainable Procurement and Awarding (KNBV), launched in 2020, 
with a continuation of its tasks until 2030. The KNBV supports all sta-
te departments and municipalities in switching their procurements 
to sustainable and fair products.

With its membership in the Forum Nachhaltiger Kakao e. V. (Susta-
inable Cocoa Forum), the Ministry wants to set an example in the 
state for responsible action in the food industry. Discussions with the 
local confectionery industry led to several new memberships in the 
forum.

The Ministry of General and Vocational Education, Science, Re-
search and Culture (MBWFK) supports global learning as well as the 
learning of development policy contexts, as can be seen from the 
new subject requirements, especially for the subject of geography. 
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Schools in Schleswig-Holstein‘s „Zukunftsschule.SH“ initiative are 
making a special contribution here. Currently, more than 220 schools 
are involved in this area (see www.zukunftsschule.sh). At a large 
ESD conference, a joint event of the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of the Environment, the Christian Albrechts University and 
the Leibnitz Institute for Science and Mathematics Education, the 
Institute for Quality Development at Schools in Schleswig-Holstein 
and the Education Centre for Nature, Environment and Rural Areas, 
more than 500 pupils and teachers addressed issues of global lear-
ning and many other global challenges in February 2020. In addition, 
global learning is a focus topic of the UNESCO project schools. The 
UNESCO Baltic Sea Project network, under the leadership of the 
German schools, organised an international digital camp on the topic 
of Global Citizenship Education in May 2021 under the title „Digital 
Aaroe“. The Ministry of Education has been promoting educational 
events in an online format on global learning at schools in Schleswig-
Holstein since February 2021. These show global connections and 
help to critically reflect on one‘s own actions.

There is a wide range of cooperation with developing countries in 
the area of university research and educational work

// Flensburg University of Applied Sciences:

Africa:

Centre for Business and Technology in Africa (CBTA): The CBTA pools 
information and know-how on technology and business on the African 
continent. It offers expertise on topics of particular interest and 
relevance to business and technology, thus providing decision-makers 
and researchers with access to network partners, industry and 
institutions in the tertiary sector in Africa. Professors from various 
departments at the university and the European University of Flens-
burg work together at the CBTA.

Ethiopia: DAAD project „Practical partnerships between universities 
and companies in Germany and in developing countries from 2019“ 
on textile and clothing supply chains in Ethiopia in partnership with 
Reutlingen University of Applied Sciences, Mekelle University and 
Bahir Dar University as well as industry partners from Germany and 
Ethiopia.

Namibia: With the Namibia University of Science and Technology, a 
specialist center for logistics (Namibian-German Centre for Logis-
tics), Bachelor and Master in Logistics/Supply Chain Management. 
Cooperation continues in the bachelor’s and Master‘s degree pro-
grams in Business Information Systems.

Kenya: Practical partnership in business informatics with the Jomo 
Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology.

Kenya: Participation in the consortium for the establishment of an 
East African-German University of Applied Sciences („Steinmeier 
Initiative“).

59
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South Africa: Erasmus+ project „Capacity Building in Higher 
Education - Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good 
practices“ with Cape Peninsula University of Technology, Tshwane 
University of Technology, Vaal University of Technology and Durban 
University of Technology.

South Africa: Cooperation with Cape Peninsula University of Techno-
logy on renewable energies.

South Africa: Cooperation with the Durban University of Technology 
to set up a virtual campus and create joint virtual study programs.

Focus on Business in Africa in the Bachelor‘s (and future Master‘s) 
program in Business Administration: Training of students in business 
administration with the aim of better understanding Africa‘s markets 
and making sensible market decisions. Students accompany compa-
nies in investment projects in Africa.

Southern Africa and East Africa: Long-term project with master’s 
students in Supply Chain Management and students of Business 
Information Systems on Base of the Pyramid business models in the 
transition from the Informal Economy to the Formal Economy.

Minor African New Markets in the master’s program in Business Admi-
nistration: Advanced study and research on the development of new 
technologies and economies in Sub-Saharan Africa with the involve-
ment of CBTA partners.

Autumn School (in Flensburg) and Spring School (in changing partner 
countries in Africa) with students from Africa and Germany on cur-
rent developments in economics, information technology and energy 
management.

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Africa Association of 
German Business (Prof. Dr. Thomas Schmidt, Centre for Business and 
Technology in Africa).

in Indonesia: DAAD-funded project „Subject-related partnerships 
with universities in developing countries“ with Jember University in 
the field of biotechnology to establish a PhD program with Jember 
University. Research semesters and bilateral student exchanges with 
the possibility of a final thesis (BSc, MSc) have been established.

In the Caribbean, there is cooperation in the area of master’s trai-
ning in renewable energies with the University of the West Indies, 
Campus St. Augustine (Trinidad & Tobago) and Cave Hill (Barbados) 
on the basis of an MoU together with the Europa Universität Flens-
burg.

In Uganda, a training partnership in the area of waste to energy is 
underway based on an MoU.

Establishment of a master’s degree program in „Maritime Business“ 
with the Universities of Zadar (Croatia) and Portoroz (Slovenia) as 
part of the internationalization of Croatian degree programs suppor-
ted by EU funds.
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 // Kiel University of Applied Sciences:

422 students from developing countries are currently enrolled at 
Kiel University of Applied Sciences (according to the DAC list), 139 of 
whom are female. At the Studienkolleg (preparatory course) at Kiel 
University of Applied Sciences, 74 students from 27 DAC countries 
are preparing for university entrance. The main countries of origin 
are Morocco, Nepal, Indonesia and Ukraine.

The following university cooperation with partner universities are 
being carried out:

Department of Computer Science and Electrical Engineering:

China:

Changchun, Jilin University

Hangzhou, Zhejiang Association for Science and Technology

Morocco:

Casablanca, Université Hassan II

Rabat, Université Mohamed V

Department of Mechanical Engineering:

Cooperation with the CDHAW (Chinese-German University of Applied 
Sciences at Tongji University Shanghai/China - double degree) in the 
field of industrial engineering.

Cooperation with the MDHK (Mexican-German University at the Tec 
de Monterrey/Mexico) in the field of industrial engineering within 
the framework of the German University Consortium (DHIK);

Cooperation with IGCHE (Indo-German Center For Higher Education 
at PSG College Coimbatore/India) in the field of Mechanical Enginee-
ring.

Department of Economics:

Sri Lanka, University of Kelaniya

Institute cooperation: Institute for Interdisciplinary Gender Research 
and Diversity (IGD)

Kyrgyzstan, American University of Central Asia

Indonesia, Universitas Kristen Indonesia, Jakarta

Indonesia, Universitas Muhammadiyah, Yogyakarta

Bangladesh, Agricultural University of Bangladesh

Inter-departmental cooperation (contact: International Office):

China

Hangzhou, China Jiliang University

Qingdao, Ocean University of China (OUC)

Mexico

Puebla, Universidad de las Américas (UDLAP)

Puebla, Tec de Monterrey

South Africa

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN
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Stellenbosch, University, South Africa

University of Pretoria, South Africa

Georgia

Business and Technology University (BTU), Tbilisi

Tbilisi J. State University (TSU)

Since 2015, Kiel University of Applied Sciences has been cooperating 
in the Erasmus program with partner countries (KA 107/171) with the 
above-mentioned partner universities in Georgia, Morocco and South 
Africa.

// Lübeck University of Applied Sciences:

Among students enrolled full-time from developing countries, the 
English-language master’s programs are particularly in demand, such 
as.

Biomedical Engineering,

Water Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Medical Microtechnology

as well as the Erasmus Mundus master’s in applied Ecohydrology

Has signed university cooperation agreements with universities in 
China, Jordan, Kosovo, Morocco, Thailand, Turkey and Ukraine.

Has been running the German Chinese Study Model (ECUST-THL) in 
cooperation with the East China University of Science and Technolo-
gy (ECUST) in Shanghai since 2004, which comprises two bachelor’s 
degree programs: Environmental Engineering and Information Tech-
nology, German-Chinese double degree (Bachelor).

Has been running the Sino-German Institute of Applied Enginee-
ring (CDAI) in cooperation with Zhejiang University of Science and 
Technology (ZUST) in Hangzhou since 2014. Other German university 
partners: FH Westküste and FH Zwickau. THL degree program: Civil 
Engineering. Studies in China in Chinese and German (own language 
center), in the second study phase in Germany exclusively in Ger-
man. German Chinese double degree (Bachelor).

Has been funded in the Erasmus+ program with partner universities 
with partners in Ukraine and Jordan since 2018 and with Kosovo 
since 2022.

Works with Ukrainian universities in the field of civil engineering 
and is funded in several DAAD projects in 2022: „Ukraine-digital-
building“ and in the joint project „Reconstruction and integrated 
urban development Ukraine“ with TU Kaiserslautern, BTU Cottbus 
and TU Berlin.

In 2019, the Department of Civil Engineering took part in the Solar 
Decathlon Africa competition together with the Université de Rabat 
(Morocco), and in 2021/22 it took part in the Solar Decathlon Eu-
rope competition in cooperation with Istanbul Technical University 
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(Turkey). The renowned Solar Decathlon competition was launched 
in the USA in 2002. Nowadays, it is held regularly in Europe, Africa, 
Asia, Central America, and the Middle East. Within 18 months, 
admitted university teams have to develop and implement ideas on 
modern and sustainable building and living.

Offers prospective students who have fled (mainly from developing 
countries) subject-related, technical study preparation for access to 
the TH Lübeck.

There are close connections and projects in the area of international 
research cooperation.

// West Coast University of Applied Sciences:

68 students from developing countries (according to the DAC list) are 
currently enrolled at the West Coast University of Applied Sciences.

Furthermore, there are numerous cooperation in the field of student 
and staff mobility as well as in research.

In the Department of Economics there are partnerships with:

Universidad Católica de Salta, Argentina

Universidad de Ibagué, Colombia

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia

Universidad Anahuác Mayab, Mexico

Universidad Anahuác México, Mexico

North-West University, South Africa

Turkey-Bursa Uludağ University

Turkey-Karadeniz Technical University

In the field of tourism, additional joint projects and publications are 
realised through the ICNT network with partners in Mexico (Anáhuac 
University) and South Africa (North West University). As representa-
tives of German tourism science, faculty members are also involved 
in the steering committee for corona recovery measures in Colombia 
and the Dominican Republic, among others.

In the area of research, the Department of Technology also main-
tains projects and cooperation with various universities in DAC 
developing countries, particularly in the areas of energy transition 
and digitalization:

Global University of the West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados 
and St Lucia.

EAN Universidad, Colombia

Pontifica Javeriana, Bogóta, Colombia

UNAL, Bogota, Colombia

UCT, Cape Town, South Africa

Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou (ZUST), 
China
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Together with the Zhejiang University of Science and Technology 
(ZUST), the West Coast University of Applied Sciences has accepted 
the seventh cohort of Chinese students in the degree program „Elec-
trical and Automation Engineering with a major in Management“ 
(EAM) at the CDAI in Hangzhou/Anji.

In the winter semester 2022/23, 10 Chinese students will continue 
their studies in Heide with the goal of a German Chinese double de-
gree. double degree. A separate onboarding program helps the EAM 
students with their social, language and content orientation. Despite 
the largely restricted travel mobility, there continues to be a lively 
didactic and professional exchange between lecturers from ZUST and 
FHW via online formats, as there was last year.

// University of Lübeck:

The university has cooperation of various kinds with institutions and 
partners in developing countries according to the DAC list of develo-
ping countries and territories (valid for the reporting year 2021).

In the field of medicine and medical studies, contacts have existed 
for many years with the universities in Czernowitz and Kiev (Ukra-
ine) and Chisinau (Moldova). Due to the Russian war of aggression 
on Ukraine in spring 2022, cooperation with the university in Kiev in 
particular was intensified to support scientists who had fled. At the 
University of Lübeck, funding program were also set up to award 
scholarships to refugee students and researchers from Ukraine.

A long-standing university partnership in the field of medicine exists 
between the University of Lübeck, the Research Centre Borstel and 
the University in Windhoek (Namibia).

The University of Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in (China) has been a 
partner university of the University of Lübeck since the 1980s.

Within the framework of the project „Alliance for International 
Research & Education on Intelligent Systems (AIREIS)“ funded by 
the DAAD funding line „University Dialogue with the Islamic World“, 
there is cooperation with the University of Guilan, Iran.

At the institute or clinic level, there are also cooperative partner-
ships with facilities and institutions in India, Brazil, Uzbekistan and 
Vietnam, each of which is characterized by the exchange of students 
and doctors or scientists and joint research projects.

In addition, there are numerous individual contacts between resear-
chers at the university and the respective cooperation partners in 
various developing countries.

There are Erasmus+ partnerships with universities in Turkey.

The University of Lübeck‘s Propädeutikum for refugees and internati-
onal prospective students, which has been offered since the summer 
semester of 2016, is an integration project for the linguistic, sub-
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ject-related, and cultural preparation of refugees and international 
prospective students for their studies at the University of Lübeck. It 
is supported by the DAAD and the state of Schleswig-Holstein.

// European University Flensburg:

3-semester master’s program „Energy and Environmental Manage-
ment“ with optional focus on industrialized or developing countries; 
here up to 12 DAAD full scholarship holders from developing coun-
tries per year.

Ghana: Erasmus partnerships in the KA 107 project; support for 
students (Master‘s) and doctoral candidates in the field of teacher 
training, here cooperation with the University of Education, Win-
neba. School placements for EUF students at schools in Ghana have 
been organized for 10 years, currently mainly in the field of special 
needs education.

Partner universities with mainly student exchanges (according to the 
DAC list) in: Colombia and Mexico

Albania: since 2019, a mobility project within the framework of Eras-
mus+ (KA 107) with student exchanges and in teaching.

South Africa: since 2022 cooperation with the University of the Wes-
tern Cape, student and staff mobility, funded by Erasmus+ (KA 171).

// Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel (CAU):

Numerous university cooperation and research contacts as well as 
joint study programs (e.g. double degree programs) with universities 
and other institutions in BRICS countries and developing countries.

For example, the CAU Institute for Nature and Resource Conservation 
cooperates with Mandalay University/Myanmar, Yangon Technological 
University/Myanmar and Myanmar Maritime University in the field of 
water and environmental sciences. This cooperation took place in 
2018 and 2019 as part of a two-year BMBF project (MYNEX, another 
German cooperation partner is the University of Bonn). Since the 
beginning of 2020, it has been taking place within the framework of 
a successfully acquired four-year DAAD project on subject-related 
university partnerships with developing countries. The aim of the 
DAAD project is to develop a joint master’s program on sustainable 
water management under the conditions of global change.

Scholarships are awarded to foreign students and doctoral candi-
dates from various countries of origin; many post-doctoral students 
from emerging and developing countries. Over 35 years of cooperati-
on with Zhejiang University (ZJU) in China, in particular close coope-
ration in the field of medicine as well as the CAU China Centre with 
ZJU. In the field of marine sciences, there is a cooperation with the 
Ocean University in Qingdao, PR China. Since 2016, there has also 
been a university-wide student exchange agreement with the Beijing 
Institute of Technology in Beijing and, since 2019, with the Zhejiang 
University of Science and Technology in Hangzhou.

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN



66

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

Since October 2018, CAU has been an associated supporter in the 
network of the German House of Science and Innovation (DWIH) in 
São Paulo, Brazil. The aim is to strengthen networking and increase 
visibility in the largest and most populous country in South Ameri-
ca. Cooperation and activities in the area of transfer between the 
university, business and society are also to be considered. Members 
of the CAU have already established intensive contacts with Brazilian 
universities and research institutions in recent years. The range of 
disciplines is broad and extends from marine and geosciences to 
nanosciences and law to psychology, Romance studies and geography. 
These diverse individual contacts are to be systematically developed 
and expanded in the coming years.

For all cooperation, it is true that - due to the Corona pandemic - 
only very few activities could be carried out in the years 2020 to 
2022.

// Lübeck University of Music:

Georgia

Since its foundation in 1917, the Tbilisi State Conservatoire has 
been the leading center in the field of ethnic music. The affiliated 
international research center for traditional polyphony provides 
unique insights into the diversity of the Georgian musical tradition. 
As part of the redesign of the educational system, which until now 
has been very much rooted in Soviet methodology, the MHL and the 
TSC cooperate in the following core areas: Composition, Electronic 
Composition; Theory and Practice (Ethnomusicology); Classical and 
Modern Chamber Music, Singing, Choral Conducting and Curriculum 
Development.

Colombia

Exchange of teachers and students from EAFIT University, Medellin

Indonesia

The large Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI), Bandung, is 
mainly responsible for pedagogical training (music teachers of all 
kinds). The music department deals with indigenous and western 
music forms. In the master’s and PhD programs, ethnomusicological 
research and didactic preparation are given high priority. Therefore, 
the exchange is mainly in the field of ethnomusicology and com-
position and has been carried out on a private level since 1992 by 
a member of the MHL (including as a DAAD long-term lecturer). In 
addition, the MHL is involved in an advisory capacity in the establish-
ment of an EMP study program there.

 Malaysia

Exchange of teachers and students from the Universiti Teknologi 
Mara, Selangor.
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Thailand

The cooperation with the young, up-and-coming Princess Galyani 
Vadhana Institute of Music, Bangkok, currently has two focal points. 
Selected students from this institute are to be given the opportunity 
to gain experience in our university orchestra. The MHL supports the 
further development of this institute with short-term lecturers and is 
involved in the planning and practical aspects of an annual internati-
onal symposium.

Exchange of teachers and students of the College of Music of Mahidol 
University, Bangkok.

Turkey

Exchange of teachers and students (Erasmus+ funding in program 
KA131) at Trakya Universitesi in Edirne.

Ukraine:

Exchange of teachers and students (DAAD and Erasmus+ funding in 
the KA131 program) of Odessa National A. V. Nezhdanova Academy of 
Music, Odessa.
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Development cooperation is a central task of international politics. 
Even if the competences for development cooperation basically lie 
with the federal government, the State of Thuringia strives to contri-
bute to this policy field and to cooperate with the federal govern-
ment on a case-by-case or project basis.

The development policy guidelines for the Free State of Thuringia 
were updated and adopted again in March 2018. The new guidelines 
were jointly developed by the state government and civil society in 
a broad dialogue process and, alongside the Thuringian Sustainability 
Strategy and the Integrated Energy and Climate Protection Strategy, 
contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustai-
nable Development Goals in Thuringia for our One World.

With the development policy guidelines, Thuringia acknowledges its 
responsibility for development policy and for shaping a policy in the 
sense of globally sustainable development.

The Thuringian state government sees development cooperation as 
a cross-cutting task and, against this background, supports initiati-
ves and projects of the development policy network in Thuringia. 
The „One World Network Thuringia“ as the umbrella organization of 
the development policy commitment of the Thuringian non-govern-
mental organizations is the most important cooperation partner 
of the Thuringian state government. In addition, the Free State of 
Thuringia welcomes the work of social groups, churches and other 
non-governmental development cooperation agencies and supports 
them in their self-responsible action through mutual exchange of 
information and experience.

Since 2016, the Thuringian state government has been involved in 
funding the One World promoter program. The promoters advise and 
network civil society organizations and initiatives in Thuringia and 
Germany that are engaged in One World work and initiate projects 
and actions with which they demonstrate alternatives for a sustaina-
ble society. To this end, they strengthen knowledge and competence 
with regard to ecological and social sustainability and promote 
political participation and civil society engagement.

Sustainable educational work is at the center of the country‘s de-
velopment policy concept. For this reason, the Thuringian Develop-
ment Education and Information Days (THEBIT) have been promoted 
since 1995 (with a restriction during the pandemic). Their aim is to 
familiarize Thuringian schoolchildren with problems in the countries 
of development cooperation, to raise awareness of One World issues 
and, in this form, also to make an active contribution to reducing 
xenophobia and practicing tolerance.

Although Thuringia does not have a designated partnership with a 
country or region of the Global South, the promotion of projects in 
the Global South is increasingly concentrated in priority areas that 
are essentially determined by the civil society commitment of asso-
ciations in Thuringia.
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Following the principle of „help for self-help“, various measures 
for the education and training of local experts have been promoted 
within the framework of the development cooperation of the Free 
State of Thuringia over the past 20 years.

THURINGIA
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The Information Centre Educational Mandate North-South (Informations-
stelle Bildungsauftrag Nord-Süd), within World University Service (WUS) 
– German Committee in Wiesbaden since 1991, works to provide greater 
transparency and visibility of the wide range of activities.

The basis for its work is the Resolution of the Minister Presidents of the 
Federal States on Development Cooperation dating back to October 28, 
1988. In this paper the necessity of increased inclusion of development 
contents in educational work in school and extra-school education was 
defined. “The Minister Presidents of the Federal States intend to increase 
the inclusion of development politics into school and extra-school edu-
cation in order to increase awareness and understanding for Third World 
problems.”

The objective of the Information Centre is to intensify communication 
and the flow of information as well as to help building networks in the 
field of Development Education and Global Learning. 

Networking 
//  Cooperation within regional, national and european networks 
//  Cooperation within governmental, non-governmental and cross-secto-

ral committees

Consulting

//   Mediation and consultancy for disseminators of Global Learning

Publications 
//  Print-Newsletter Educational Mandate North-South (in German) 

//  Online-Newsletter Educational Mandate North-South (in German)
//  Online-Booklet „German Federal States in Development Policy“ (in 

German and English)
//  Homepage with information on educational programmes, regional and 

national news, events, adresses, campaignes amd action programmes 
//  One of the most comprehensive event calender on North-South topics 

Germany-wide
//  ENGLOB: european-wide data bank on Global Learning
Events

//  Contribution to the planing and implementation of events run by 
governmental and non-governmental actors

Campaignes 
//  Cooperation with and coordination of european-wide campaignes such 

as the Global Education Week (www.globaleducationweek.de) and the 
Global Education Campaign (www.bildungskampagne.org)

Contact 
World University Service (WUS), Information Centre Educational Mandate 
North-South, Goebenstr. 35, 65195 Wiesbaden, Tel. +49 611 9446170,  
Fax +49 611 446489, infostelle@wusgermany.de, www.wusgermany.de, 
www.wusgermany.de/en, www.informationsstelle-nord-sued.de, www.
wusgermany.de/en/globales-lernen/information-centre-educational-
mandate-north-south

INFORMATION CENTRE EDUCATIONAL 
MANDATE NORTH-SOUTH
INFORMATION CENTRE EDUCATIONAL MANDATE 
NORTH-SOUTH
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DEPARTMENTS ON DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
WITHIN THE GERMAN FEDERAL STATES GOVERNMENTS

BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG  
STATE MINISTRY 
Ref. 53 Development Cooperation 
Dr. Christoph Grammer  
christoph.grammer[at]stm.bwl.de 
Richard-Wagner-Str. 15, 70184 Stuttgart 
Tel. +49 711 2153-281 
www.stm.baden-wuerttemberg.de

BAVARIA 
STATE CHANCELLERY  
International Relation, Development Cooperation, Flight and Migration, 
Africa und Middle East (not including Israel) 
Melanie Habelitz-Wollgam 
melanie.habelitz-wollgam[at]stk.bayern.de 
Katharina Streubel 
katharina.streubel[at]stk.bayern.de 
Franz-Josef-Strauß-Ring 1, 80539 München 
Tel. +49 89 2165-2334, -2511 
www.bayern.de/staatsregierung/europapolitik-und-regionale-bezie-
hungen/bayerische-entwicklungszusammenarbeit/

BERLIN 
SENATE DEPARTMENT FOR ECONOMICS, ENERGY AND PUBLIC  
ENTERPRISES 
State Office for Development Cooperation (LEZ) 
Dr. Rainer Seider 
rainer.seider[at]senweb.berlin.de 
Stefani Reich 
stefani.reich[at]senweb.berlin.de 
Martin-Luther-Str. 105, 10825 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 9013-7409, -7490 
www.berlin.de/lez

BRANDENBURG 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND FOR EUROPE 
Department EU Policy, EU Law, Development Policy 
Dr. Irene Heuser 
irene.heuser[at]mdfe.brandenburg.de 
Alisa Trojansky 
alisa.trojansky[at]mdfe.brandenburg.de 
Heinrich-Mann-Allee 107, 14473 Potsdam 
Tel. +49 331 866-6550, -6552 
https://mdfe.brandenburg.de/mdfe/de/europa/brandenburg-internati-
onal/, www.entwicklungspolitik-brandenburg.de
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Internationalization, European Political Communication and Civil Society, 
European Capacity of the State Administration (IntKom)  
Detlev Groß  
detlev.gross[at]mdfe.brandenburg.de 
Claudia Kuhlemann 
claudia.kuhlemann[at]mdfe.brandenburg.de 
Heinrich-Mann-Allee 107, 14473 Potsdam 
Tel. +49 331 866-6550, -6591 
mdfe.brandenburg.de

BREMEN 
CHANCELLERY OF SENATE 
Department Europe and Development Cooperation 
Annette Lang 
annette.lang[at]sk.bremen.de 
Silke Goethe 
silke.goethe[at]sk.bremen.de 
Simon Bethlehem 
simon.bethlehem[at]sk.bremen.de 
Jörn Hendrichs 
joern.hendrichs[at]sk.bremen.de 
Randy Haubner 
randy.haubner [at]sk.bremen.de 
Am Markt 21, 28195 Bremen 
Tel. 0421 361-4041, -2987, -4505, -2914 
www.ez.bremen.de

HAMBURG 
SENATE CHANCELLERY OF THE FREE AND HANSEATIC TOWN OF HAM-
BURG 
ST 22 Department Development Policy  
Wolfgang Grätz  
wolfgang.graetz[at]sk.hamburg.de  
Hermannstr. 15, 20095 Hamburg  
Tel. +49 40 42831-2500 
www.hamburg.de/entwicklungspolitik 

HESSE 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMICS, ENERGY, TRANSPORT AND HOUSING MINISTRY 
Foreign trade, location promotion, development cooperation  
Dr. Gerhard Gordon Haouache 
gerhardgordon.haouache@wirtschaft.hessen.de 
Angelika Schuhmann 
angelika.schuhmann[at]wirtschaft.hessen.de 
Helene Singh 
helene.singh[at]wirtschaft.hessen.de 
Anna-Kathrin Schmidt 
anna-kathrin.schmidt[at]wirtschaft.hessen.de 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Ring 75, 65185 Wiesbaden 
Tel. +49 611 815-2332, -2269, -2618, -2318, -2269 
www.wirtschaft.hessen.de
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MECKLENBURG-WESTERN POMERANIA 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE MECKLENBURG-WES-
TERN POMERANIA 
Andrea Herrmannsen 
andrea.herrmannsen[at]wkm.mv-regierung.de 
Elisabeth Strupp 
elisabeth.strupp[at]wkm.mv-regierung.de 
Schloßstr. 6-8, 19053 Schwerin 
Tel. 0385 588-10311 
www.regierung-mv.de/Landesregierung/wkm/weitere-themen/ent-
wicklungszusammenarbeit

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT MECKLENBURG-WES-
TERN POMERANIA 
Department 230 - Ecosystem services, education for sustainable 
development 
Dr. Thorsten Permien 
t.permien[at]lm.mv-regierung.de 
Madeleine Woyke 
m.woyke[at]lm.mv-regierung.de 
Paulshöher Weg 1 
Dienstort: Dreescher Markt 2 
19061 Schwerin 
Tel.: 0385 588-6230, -6232

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CULTURE MECKLENBURG-WES-
TERN POMERANIA 
Institute for Quality Development Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (IQ 
M-V) - Consultant for Education for Sustainable Development, Gender 
Equality and Violence Prevention 
Dr. Martina Trümper  
m.truemper@bm.mv-regierung.de 
Dienstort: Schmiedestraße 8 
19053 Schwerin 
Tel. 0385 588-7725

LOWER-SAXONY 
STATE CHANCELLERY 
Department 207 International Cooperation, Development Cooperation 
Nicole Ewert-May 
nicole.ewert[at]stk.niedersachsen.de 
Xenia Behnke 
xenia.behnke[at]stk.niedersachsen.de 
Gabriele Schwarzer  
gabriele.schwarzer[at]stk.niedersachsen.de  
Planckstr. 2, 30169 Hannover 
Tel. +49 511 120-6787, -6809, -6791 
www.stk.niedersachsen.de/startseite/themen/international

NORTH-RHINE-WESTPHALIA 
STATE CHANCELLERY - FEDERAL, EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
Department IV B 2 – Middle East, Africa and Balkans 
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Nicola Schwering 
nicola.schwering[at]stk.nrw.de 
Heike Dongowski  
heike.dongowski[at]stk.nrw.de 
Betissa Schahabian  
betissa.schahabian[at]stk.nrw.de 
Eva Maria Durstewitz-Marschall 
eva.durstewitz-marschall[at]stk.nrw.de 
Horionplatz 1, 40213 Düsseldorf, mailing address: 40190 Düsseldorf 
Tel. +49 211 837-1487, -1561, -1567, -1621 
www.mbei.nrw

Department IV B 3 - Development education work, International Location 
Bonn 
Anke Lehmann 
anke.lehmann[at]stk.nrw.de 
Jörg Wefers 
joerg.wefers[at]stk.nrw.de 
Birgit Schölermann 
birgit.schoelermann[at]stk.nrw.de 
Jörg Wefers 
joerg.wefers[at]stk.nrw.de 
Horionplatz 1, 40213 Düsseldorf, mailing address: 40190 Düsseldorf 
Tel. +49 211 837-1443, -1317, -1344, 1373 
Fax +49 211 837 1170 
mbei.nrw

Department IV 1 - General Policy

Dr. Victor Mauer 
victor.mauer[at]stk.nrw.de 
Sabine Raddatz 
joerg.wefers[at]stk.nrw.de 
sabine.raddatz[at]stk.nrw.de 
Horionplatz 1, 40213 Düsseldorf, Postanschrift: 40190 Düsseldorf 
Tel. 0211 837 -1364, -1332 
mbei.nrw

RHINELAND-PALATINATE 
MINISTERY OF THE INTERIOR AND FOR SPORT 
Depatment Partnership Ruanda / Development policy  
Dr. Carola Stein  
carola.stein[at]mdi.rlp.de  
Schillerplatz 3–5, 55116 Mainz  
Tel. +49 6131 16-3479 
www.mdi.rlp.de/de/unsere-themen/partnerschaften-entwicklungspo-
litik

SAARLAND 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 
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